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During the residency I observed a sense of confidence and pride in my students. The 

joy of making something new made them connect to each other as classmates.

Classroom Teacher, Brooklyn



Letter from the Executive Director

Dear Friends,

  

As I reflect on the 2021-2022 school year, I am reminded of the resiliency of the human spirit and its 

need to express – and the ways in which the arts allow that to happen. Despite seemingly 

insurmountable challenges, the need to express, create and share is strong. Over and over again 

we heard from teachers about how much their students needed the arts last year. I am proud that 

we were able to fulfill this need.

  

As our Teaching Artists began to return to classrooms last fall, we were again able to experience 

the inherent power of our arts residencies. During a time of trauma, the arts gave the students we 

serve a safe place to express, create and share when the uncertainty of their upended lives was still 

so present.

  

We were able to provide these opportunities for expression because of financial support from the 

individual donors, foundations and corporations that believe in our work with students. The arts 

have always been a catalyst for expression; as humans we are not always able to put into words 

what we feel inside – the arts give us a way to share. We are immensely proud of the work we were 

able to do last year, and we are eternally grateful to those that made it all possible.

   

With gratitude,

Paula L. Heitman, Executive Director



Year at a Glance

Engineering keyphrase end. 
Document reality edit.

487 Arts residencies

61 Family workshops

137 School Sites

29,943 Students served

The Bronx - 28

Brooklyn - 51

Manhattan - 17

Queens - 31

Staten Island - 10

2021-2022 Partner Schools



I am so happy to have Marquis Studios at our school again. The 

children were the happiest I've seen them all year. Thank You!

Classroom Teacher, Brooklyn



Impact Highlights

94%
94% of teachers reported that students' 

interest in the arts increased

80%

80% of teachers reported that students 

gained knowledge of diverse voices in 

the arts



87%
87% of teachers reported an increase in 

positive interactions amongst students

85%
85% of teachers reported that students 

improved their self-awareness

81%

81% of teachers reported that students 

were better able to connect the arts to 

their own lives

Everything about this residency focused on what my students brought to the 

classroom: their culture, family, and interests. The Teaching Artist also did a great 

job of opening up about herself so that my students felt comfortable sharing about 

themselves.

Classroom Teacher, Queens



To help support multiple 

pathways for learning, our 

residencies integrated the 

arts with instruction in 

academic subjects using 

Next Generation standards. 

From Architecture to Song-

writing, programs gave 

students the opportunity to 

apply practical academic 

skills in a creative setting.

We were doing a unit on fairy tales and our presentation included a reenactment of 

The Three Little Pigs. Students were able to use what they learned from the Teaching 

Artist to retell the story and better understand the characters. They were able to 

increase their focus and recall more details using the created movements from this 

residency.

Classroom Teacher, Brooklyn



87%

87% of District 75 teachers reported 

that students became more willing to 

interact in group activities

86%

86% of District 75 teachers reported 

an improvement in students' ability to 

focus during class time

In 2021-22, Marquis Studios served over 3,700 students in New York City's 

special education school district, District 75. We partnered with 56 different 

school sites to provide inclusive programs that helped students meet their 

goals.



I have changed my teaching practices after working with our Teaching Artist this year. 

I have brought my love of music into the classroom, something I would not have done 

prior to my experiences with Marquis Studios. I now teach students literacy and social 

studies using music, crafts and art to engage them on a variety of levels.

Special Education Teacher, Brooklyn

Teaching Artists are at the heart of 

all Marquis Studios programs. Our 

roster of highly-skilled TAs come 

from a wide range of cultural and 

artistic backgrounds, bringing a 

unique array of voices to our work. 

Their expertise benefited not only 

students, but the many teachers 

they collaborated with this year.

1400+ Classroom Teachers
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83 Teaching Artists



The 2022 Teaching Artist Training Institute (TATI) provided immersive training for arts 

educators in best practices for working with students with disabilities. Hosted at P37R, The 

David Marquis School of the Arts, TATI offered trainees an opportunity to learn by directly 

observing Master Teaching Artists as they planned and implemented their lessons. In 

addition to the in-person training program, TATI 2022 also included two virtual extension 

workshops that were available to the wider teaching artist community.

Teaching Artist Training Institute

This  was an extremely effective program!  What I learned through TATI has already proven 

to be useful in my classes, even with students who don't have disabilities. There was a lot of 

understanding and compassion when it came to differing ways of learning, and this can be 

extended to all students and spaces outside of the classroom.

2022 TATI Participant

Engineering keyphrase end. 
Document reality edit.

12 TATI Trainees

30 Hours of training

50+ Virtual workshop 

participants



Supporters

Thank you to all of our generous supporters. While we cannot list 

all of our donors' names here, we are deeply grateful for every 

contribution. (Contributor List: July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022)

$100,000+
New York City Department of Cultural 

Affairs

$50,000+
The Emily Davie and Joseph S. Kornfeld 

Foundation

New York State Council on the Arts

$25,000+
National Endowment for the Arts

The Harriet and Esteban Vicente 

Foundation

$10,000+
Con Edison

Ken and Rande Greiner

$5,000+
New York Community Trust

May & Samuel Rudin Family Foundation

David and Ruth Levine

$1,000+
The Bandai Foundation

Brooklyn Community Foundation

Alexander MacKnight

Chris Forte

Diana Breen

Julie Jackson

Katie Heil Knight and Christopher Knight

Kelly Seeman

Matthew Rinklin and Joanna Simone

Margaret Grace and Rod Johnson

Michael Simonson and Beth Lief

Ricardo Rodriguez and Sarah Shannon

Sandra and Ken Lippman

Virginia and Richard Keim

UBS Matching Gift Program

In-Kind Donors
B.F. Saul Company Hospitality Group

Global Citizen

Orange You Glad

Skurnik Wines



There are lots of ways to support Marquis Studios!

Join us for our annual Benefit or visit our website to make a 

tax-deductible donation.

www.MarquisStudios.org 



Financials

Figures represent Fiscal Year 2022, spanning July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022

Revenue

NYC Dept. of Education: $1,885,236

Federal: $60,000

State: $59,500

City: $1,055,350

Foundations, Corporations: $133,430

Individual Donations, Fundraisers: $66,289

Expenses

Program Services: $2,405,313

Support Services: $672,253

Total Revenue: $3,259,805

Total Expenses: $3,077,566

Surplus: $182,239



Our Team

Ryan Berg, Data Manager

Laura Bozzone, Director of Education

Laura Grotenstein, Development Manager

Paula Heitman, Executive Director

Amoy Mclean, Director of Programming

Katy Patil, Arts Partnership Manager

Vanessa Penberg, Arts Partnership Manager

Michael Repole, Office Coordinator

Vassili Shishkin, Financial Manager

Shanon Traviss, Program Manager

Ashley Tucker, Director of Operations

Administrative Staff

Board of Directors

Jessica Smith, Board Chair

Dorothy Devlin

Chris Forte

Chermia Hoeffner

Julie Jackson

Alexander MacKnight

Ricardo Rodriguez



Marquis Studios

20 Jay Street, Suite 826

Brooklyn, NY 11201

Want to support arts 

education for New York City 

students?

Make a donation online at

marquisstudios.org/donate

or scan the QR code below


