
Growing a renewable energy ecosystem rooted in equity, inclusion, and environmental stewardship 
will be central for a fully electrified Sabah.
 
“Why this convergence?” Sabah Renewable Energy Rural Electrification (SabahRE2) Roadmap 
Consortium representative Cynthia Ong asked the attendees in her welcoming address.  “Because 
the work to build this energy ecosystem is big,” she answered, “And it will require our collective skills, 
capacities, and resources to get the job done.”

The SabahRE2 Convergence on 30th June 2022 was attended by representatives from Sabah’s 
Department of Irrigation and Drainage, Yayasan Sabah, Sabah Parks, and Sabah Economic 
Development and Investment Authority, alongside SabahRE2 Government Partners Sabah State 
Economic Planning Unit (UPEN Sabah), Sabah’s Ministry of Rural Development (KPLB Sabah), and 
Sabah Electricity Sdn Bhd (SESB).  From the private sector, in attendance were directors, chief 
executive officers, managers, and coordinators of various organisations, including Jetama, Sabah 
Energy Corporation, Petronas, Sapulut Forest Development, Geohan, and Borneo Telkom, among 
others.

SABAH RENEWABLE ENERGY 
PLAYERS CONVERGE OVER 
RURAL ELECTRIFICATION

“We have long been in anticipation for this day, to be able to connect with such a diverse group of 
people who share our vision for renewable energy rural electrification in Sabah,” expressed Claudia 
Lasimbang of PACOS Trust, “It is opportunities like this that enable us to get to know our allies and 
hear new perspectives on how to achieve the vision.”
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The voices of the un-electrified communities of Pulau Banggi filled the room with a screening of an 
episode of Power to the People — a series of videos produced by SabahRE2 to share stories of people 
and places without energy access — followed by a presentation of the SabahRE2 Roadmap from 
Consortium partners Forever Sabah, TONIBUNG, PACOS Trust, and Green Empowerment.

Malaysia-UK Partnering for Accelerated Climate Transitions (PACT) lead Khairun Zabidi told the 
audience that she was “particularly proud of SabahRE2”, stating, “It’s made to be a rural electrification 
solution but in reality, it can be accessed anywhere with sun, wind, or a flow of water.”  Assistant 
Minister to the Chief Minister of Sabah and Guest of Honour, Datuk Abidin Madingkir, commended 
the SabahRE2 Consortium’s efforts, “I appreciate the initiative of like-minded organisations such as 
those that are driving this consortium to meet on a common ground for action. I am excited to see 
the partnering between our government agencies, civil society and private sector entrepreneurs.”
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From a panel chat on ‘Building Sabah’s Renewable Energy Ecosystem’, Ir. Magdalene Chu Wai Quan – 
Deputy CEO of the newly established Unit Tenaga Negeri Sabah (UTNS) highlighted that UTNS was 
preparing to take over regulation of Sabah’s energy from the Federal Government and create Sabah’s 
own Electricity Supply Enactment, “In taking over the reins, we hope to gradually address the state’s 
generation needs and utilise more renewable sources to meet those needs.”  Terrence Kouju, Chief 
Engineer of Sustainable Energy Development at SESB shared plans to phase diesel out of Sabah’s 
energy mix, increase generation of renewables, and achieve net zero by 2050.  “Currently SESB 
generates 218 megawatts of renewable energy, which is 15% of SESB’s total capacity,” he explained, 
“We are working to increase that to 40% by 2025.”

In a presentation on ‘Navigating Malaysia's Renewable Energy Landscape: Mini-Grid Models, 
Financing and Policy’, Gabriel Wynn and Ayu Abdullah explored the future of mini-grids in Sabah and 
the policies needed to facilitate that future.  “There is no need to change current laws, only adapt,” 
said Ayu, “Currently there is no regulation in place for systems generating less than 72 kilowatts of 
power.  By integrating considerations for small-scale mini-grids into legislations like the Electricity 
Supply Enactment, we could be on our way to achieving 100% rural electrification in Sabah.”
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(Group photo at the end . Photo credit to Forever Sabah)

A dialogue session came next, featuring Elina Jani of Malaysian Green Technology and Climate 
Change Corporation (MGTC) which has made RM51.9 billion in green investments as of 2021, with 
aspirations to invest another RM20 billion by 2025.  Also present was Hakim Albasrawy of SOLS 
Energy, a social enterprise interested in complementing the mini-grid deployment. “When I learned 
about SabahRE2, I thought, ‘This is how we can be a part of the conversation’,” said Albasrawy, “For 
communities that are yet to have their mini-grid system, we can provide an affordable source of 
electricity in the interim.”
 
Topics on financing, climate change, policies and regulation, carbon farming, capacity building, and 
mini-grid developer toolkits emerged for discussion in breakout groups which led to the main event 
of the day — the Convergence — where their ideas, insights, and inspirations were integrated to begin 
seeding the RE ecosystem for Sabah.

“While we are proud of the roadmap, today’s Convergence highlighted potential opportunities we 
could explore in future iterations of the it, especially with regards to biomass technologies and energy 
storage” said Wynn.  Among some of the other key takeaways from the day were suggestions to 
include considerations for payment systems, the transport sector, carbon emissions-related financing, 
and energy storage in the SabahRE2 Roadmap.
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The SabahRE2 Convergence showed that there are indeed many who are willing to contribute, many 
who are in support of the SabahRE2 Roadmap, and many who seek to play a part in seeing it 
materialise.  With government, civil society, and private sector players meeting on common ground 
with a shared vision of electrifying rural Sabah and instigating a low-carbon future for the state, could 
this be a start of energy sovereignty for Sabah?

Learn more about Sabah RE2 Roadmap

www.sabahre2roadmap.org
www.facebook.com/sabahre2
www.instagram.com/sabahre2


