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The Sabah Renewable Energy Rural Electrification Roadmap (Sabah RE2 Roadmap) supported by UK 
PACT (Partnering for Accelerated Climate Transitions) is the only project from Malaysia that will be 
featured at the United Nations Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP26) held at Glasgow, 
Scotland from 31st October - 12th November 2021. 

COP26 brings together countries from all over the world for an international summit where world 
leaders, negotiators, government representatives, businesses, and citizens meet to discuss plans to 
tackle climate change and reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions globally.

At the 2015 conference, COP21, the Paris Agreement was made where every country agreed to work 
together to limit global warming to well below 2 degrees and aim for 1.5 degrees, to adapt to the 
impacts of a changing climate, and to make funding available to deliver on these aims.  Under the 
Paris Agreement, countries committed to bring forward national plans setting out how much they 
would reduce their emissions―known as Nationally Determined Contributions, or NDCs.  This year’s 
summit is the first time that countries are sharing their updated plans for reducing emissions and 
meeting NDC commitments.
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UK PACT is one of the programmes featured at COP26 this year, a £60m flagship programme under 
UK’s International Climate Finance (ICF) portfolio aimed at accelerating partnered countries’ transi-
tion to low-carbon development.  UK PACT delivers impact through a combination of grant funding 
for longer term capacity-building projects and the rapid mobilisation of short-term expertise for 
skill-shares and secondment opportunities.

The Sabah RE2 Roadmap is one such recipient of UK PACT’s grant funding, launched in August 2021 
along with four other Malaysian climate action initiatives.  The Sabah RE2 Roadmap navigates 
towards a future of energy equity, right livelihood, and wellbeing for Sabahans.  Through the facilita-
tion and assembly of data, strategies, skills, and collaborations, the project aims to strengthen politi-
cal and societal will to implement renewable energy mini-grids for at least half of the unelectrified 
remote area villages in Sabah by 2027.

Learn more about Sabah RE2 Roadmap
        www.sabahre2roadmap.org

        www.facebook.com/sabahre2

        www.instagram.com/sabahre2
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The project is led by a Consortium formed between Forever Sabah, TONIBUNG, PACOS Trust, and 
Green Empowerment, who work closely with government partners―Sabah State Economic Plan-
ning Unit (UPEN Sabah), Sabah Ministry of Rural Development (KPLB Sabah), Sabah Electricity Sdn 
Bhd (SESB), and the Institute of Development Studies (IDS)―towards the common goal of a fully 
electrified state.

“UPEN Sabah is very supportive of this initiative,” said UPEN Sabah Deputy Director, Robert Stidi.  
“The Sabah RE2 Roadmap initiative will provide important guidance in policy making and financial 
planning and will also be integral to the development of the Sabah Rural Electrification Master 
Plan,” he added.

The Sabah RE2 Roadmap also aligns well with KPLB Sabah’s Bekalan Elektrik Luar Bandar Alternatif 
(BELBA) initiative, with Permanent Secretary, Datuk Haji Faimin Kamin, saying that, “We have been 
engaging with the Consortium Partners and welcome the work on the key outputs of the roadmap 
which can converge with and inform the BELBA work.”  KPLB Sabah’s engagement with District 
Officers has grounded the roadmap to better identify the electrification needs of communities in 
each district.  “The longer-term outcome of implementation of the roadmap is one that we could 
celebrate.”

SESB Chief Engineer of Sustainable Energy Development, Terrence John Kouju, echoes this senti-
ment and looks forward to continuous engagement with the Consortium in seeing through the 
completion of this initiative.  “We are also keen to collaborate with the Consortium again in the 
future to follow through with the recommended solutions in providing access to electricity to rural 
communities in Sabah,” he said.
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Malaysia’s recently updated NDC has committed to reducing its economy-wide carbon intensity 
(against GDP) of 45% by 2030, increased from its original commitment of 35% in 2015.  The Sabah RE2 
Roadmap supports Malaysia’s commitments to lowering GHG emissions and aspires to align with 
global net-zero targets through renewable energy rural electrification.

As home to 72% of unelectrified rural Malaysians, Sabah has an opening to pivot towards renewables 
as a viable solution for energy access for communities too distant from the state grid.  Living land-
scapes and seascapes with abundant sun and water make distributed generation sensible and 
practical, and focusses investment in green infrastructure and a low-carbon future.  By filling the 
gaps where communities cannot viably connect to the grid, the Sabah RE2 Roadmap is an impera-
tive for Sabah to begin a decisive shift towards sustainable development, a low-carbon state econo-
my and climate resilience.


