
TOP 5 TIPS 

FOR HIRING A 

CONTRACTOR

If you’re in the market for a contractor, there’s a good chance you’re 
feeling a little overwhelmed right now. Renovating your home is exciting, 
and it can also be rife with stressful decisions, unexpected 
developments, and challenging elements. Which is why it’s so 
important to find a contractor who’s a good fit. Your contracting 
company is responsible for bringing your vision to life: they’re going to 
be around for many, many months (or even years!), and you’re going 
to be communicating a lot. Picking the right company isn’t an exact 
science, but, from our end of the equation, the five tips below go a 
long way towards removing the guesswork. From home renovation TV 
shows to blogs devoted to DIY kitchen makeovers, the sheer amount of 
information available on home remodeling is overwhelming. Before you 
get lost in the finer points, you should tackle the biggest item on your 
renovation to-do list: hiring a contractor.
These tips will help you get started in finding the right contractor 
for your renovation needs:

Have a firm grasp on your max budget before 
you start interviewing potential contractors. Be 
upfront and clear about this number to every 
contractor you interview. Good contractors will 
respect this upper limit and be realistic about 
what they can offer from a renovation 
standpoint. They’ll also work with you to set 
aside money for unexpected expenses in ad-
vance, such as opening up a wall and 
discovering an electrical wiring issue or 
plumbing problem that may need to be 
addressed for a safe renovation.
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1. Know Your Budget

While it may be tempting to go with the 
cheapest bid, Angie’s List cautions that a low 
price may mean the contractor cuts corners by 
using sub-par materials or could be desperate 
for work. Either way, if one contractor’s bid 
comes in especially low compared with 
everyone else you interview, consider this a 
red flag. Request a written description of all 
materials that will be used on the job and 
estimates for material and labor costs.

2. Price Often Reflects Quality
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Ensure that your contractor is living up to their 
marketing and sales positioning. The best way 
to tell if this is the case is to hear and read 
what previous clients have said. If the 
contractor is consistently getting low star 
ratings, and poor reviews, and they haven’t 
made adjustments in their business to address 
them, they’re likely not the right building 
partner for your project

3. Check For Testimonials

Your project is unique. So ensure that your  
project plan is unique too. Renovation details 
should be outlined in writing and  signed by 
both you and your contractor. These details  
may include requirements for your contractor 
to pull relevant building permits and complete 
building inspection in accordance with local 
code enforcement. Finally, ask for an 
estimated timeline to be included in the 
contract. Renovations that go off the rails are 
usually those that don’t have appropriate 
permits and building code compliance and fail 
to stick to estimated timelines.

4. Get a Customized Project Plan

A home renovation can change the assessed value of your home, which 
can then impact your homeowners’ insurance policy. As you make your 
renovations, be sure to keep your insurance agent in the loop to ensure 
that you’re protected.

5. Protect Your Investment
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Schedule Your 

Free Consultation

With Olympus Contracting Today!
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