
“As we wrap up this holiday season, we reflect on the love God showed the world in sending His one and 

only Son. In John 3, we find the most famous verse in the Bible, but the context helps us understand what 

Jesus is saying. In his conversation with Nicodemus, a Pharisee, Jesus highlights our reality: We all stand 

condemned in our sin unless God provides a redeemer. Obedience to the law will never satisfy the debt 

incurred by our sin. But, God’s love is greater than our sin. And because of His great love, He saved us. 

The beauty of His love shines brightest against the reality of our sin. So, instead of justifying or denying the 

ways we fall short, let’s thank God for His provision and receive the gift we could never achieve on our 

own.” —Pastor Pete 

John 3:1-21 

 

Jesus and Nicodemus 

There was a man from the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 
2 
This man came to him at 

night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one could perform 

these signs you do unless God were with him.” 

3 
Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, unless someone is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

4 
“How can anyone be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked him. “Can he enter his mother’s womb a 

second time and be born?” 

5 
Jesus answered, “Truly I tell you, unless someone is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 

kingdom of God. 
6 
Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh, and whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

7 
Do not 

be amazed that I told you that you must be born again. 
8 
The wind blows where it pleases, and you hear its 

sound, but you don’t know where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the 

Spirit.” 

9 
“How can these things be?” asked Nicodemus. 

10 
“Are you a teacher of Israel and don’t know these things?” Jesus replied. 

11 
“Truly I tell you, we speak 

what we know and we testify to what we have seen, but you do not accept our testimony.  



12 
If I have told you about earthly things and you don’t believe, how will you believe if I tell you about 

heavenly things? 
13 

No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven —

the Son of Man. 

14 
“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 

15 
so that 

everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 
16 

For God loved the world in this way: He gave his 

one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 
17 

For God 

did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
18 

Anyone 

who believes in him is not condemned, but anyone who does not believe is already 

condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the one and only Son of God. 
19 

This is the 

judgment: The light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than the light because 

their deeds were evil. 
20 

For everyone who does evil hates the light and avoids it, so that his deeds may 

not be exposed. 
21 

But anyone who lives by the truth comes to the light, so that his works may be shown 

to be accomplished by God.” 

• What word, phrase, or statement stands out to you from this passage? 

• What does this passage teach us about God? 

• What does this passage teach us about Man? 

• How is the Holy Spirit stirring you to respond to this passage?  


