
Pastor’s Message: Your Name 

I am fascinated with how language works; and especially with how names work. You think about some-
thing as simple as the grass in the backyard. Without the name “grass”, how would you reference it? How 
would you ask the kids to mow it? How could you talk about it at all? You could say, “Hey, go mow all that 
green stuff in the back yard.” It would probably work, but you’d be lucky if your whole garden didn’t get 
mowed down too. 

Naming something allows us to reference it, define it, and categorize it. However, a personal name allows 
us to do something even more. It allows us to differentiate ourselves from others around us. Since before I 
can remember I have always been “Dan”. Family, friends, teachers, church members and others all call 
me “Dan”. Occasionally, my mother and sisters would call me “Daniel”; and that’s OK, I guess; but I’m 
certainly not ‘Bill’ or ‘Bob’ or ‘Joe’ or ‘John’ or ‘William’. I’m not even ‘Danny.’ I was given the name 
“Daniel”; and I’ve grown into that name. I know that “Daniel” means ‘God is my judge’. I have a framed 
hymn on my office wall called “Dare to be a Daniel”; and I look to the story of Daniel in the Old Testa-
ment as a model of how to live a life of faith and trust. I not only identify with the name “Dan”, but I’ve 
grown into it. 

That is why the promises in Isaiah 43 are so special. God declares, “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I 
have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and 
the flame shall not consume you” (Is. 43:1-2). 

Those promises are made to me – specifically to me; and I know, because God has called me by my name. 
In Baptism the pastor declared “Daniel Brian Kletke I baptized you in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit”; and at that moment, my name was written into the Lamb’s Book of Life. Now, 
God has certainly called others as well. I know that God has called most of you by name through Baptism 
too – but I KNOW, with all certainty, that God has chosen me because He called me by my name. 

And it didn’t just happen once. God will continue to use my name. Not only will He use my name to call 
me to new life at the resurrection; but He even uses my name now as He comforts and forgives me in Holy 
Absolution. On Maundy Thursday, we will once again offer Corporate Confession with Individual Absolu-
tion. There is nothing wrong with the Corporate Absolution we use most Sundays. God speaks and your sins 
are forgiven. Period. His promises are forever true; but there is a comfort and assurance that doesn’t 
come with being lost in the crowd. In Individual Absolution God speaks to me personally. He forgives me, 
calling me by name. I am more than just another anonymous face in the multitude. God knows and for-
gives me. 

So I would encourage you, on Maundy Thursday please wear your name tag. God has called you by name 
and that name sets you apart. I would also encourage you to continue wearing your name tag at all ser-
vices going forward. The Spirit is growing our fellowship and there are new faces all the time. These are 
the people you will see in eternity. We should get to know them, by name. 

Your Fellow Servant in Christ, 

 

Pastor Daniel Brian Kletke 
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Outreach: Easter 

Easter becomes a special time of opportunity for Outreach, because 
of what the Easter message means for us - and for all people! This is 
so well expressed by Rick O'shea, the cowboy of a cartoon strip in 
1976 by Stan Lynde, a cartoonist. This is one of my favorite comic 
strips:  

Frame #1. Rick on his horse says, 
"Another Easter Sunday.., one o' the 2 big days o' the year for    
Christians."              

Frame #2. 'Course, Christmas is a big day.. on account o' it bein' 
Your birthday, Boss"..  

Frame #3. "But Ah reckon Easter's even bigger, if a man looks at 
the meanin' of it"..  

Frame #4. .."It's sorter like Christmas was the promise, an' Easter is 
the proof!" 

We agree with Rick O'shea's theology, as is evident at St. John in our 
services on Easter Sunday: 

1.) an extra service at sunrise  

2.) a full-size breakfast spread right after.   

3.) then the festival service, with the saving message of Easter, the 
enthusiastic singing of the Easter chorales with brass, plus the 
choir! "HE IS ARISEN INDEED!" 

What an opportunity for Outreach! Offer to pick up your unchurched 
friend(s) and bring them to festivities at St. John, as we celebrate 
our Lord's victory over sin, death, and the wiles of the Devil! Let 
them in on the joy of Easter! 

Gordon Gross, Outreach Leader  

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Special Services in April 

April 14th – Maundy Thursday  
1:30 pm Lent Service 
7:00 pm Lent Service 

April 15th - Good Friday 
1:30 pm Lent Service 
7:00 pm Lent Service 

April 17th – Easter Sunday 
6:30 am Sunrise Service with Holy Communion 
7:30 am Easter Breakfast 
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Attendance 

Sunday, February 27 –   88 
Ash Wednesday, March 2 – 27 + 55 = 82  
Sunday, March 6 –    78 
Wednesday, March 9 - 24 + 39        = 64 (Lent 1) 
Sunday, March 13 –    84 
Wednesday, March 16 – 21 + 49      = 70 (Lent 2)  



 

Sunday School Notes:  The Season of Lent 

Looking back, in my mind Midweek Lenten services at my home church were special, because donuts were 
served in the basement after the service.  This was the only time we ever had a ‘coffee hour’, the church’s 
fellowship time was standing on the sidewalk after church and chatting with friends before heading off to 
Sunday School. 

As I was preparing for the bulletin board, I realized that the season of Lent isn’t really ever taught as part of 
a Sunday School curriculum.  Everything you learn about Lent is from midweek services.  So I set out to teach 
about the season of Lent through the use of a bulletin board and the help of the Sunday School teachers. 

The bulletin is simplistic, with the cross being the central focus.  The cross is always a central focus to our 
belief, but even more so during Lent.  As Pastors sermon, this past Wednesday pointed out, it is good that 
everyone take time to think about or ponder the magnitude of love Jesus has for me that he endured the tri-
al, beatings and crucifixion.  All because of my sins and the sins of everyone who ever lived in the world.  The 
cross has several nails in it, each representing a sin identified by the children of the Sunday School.  Their sins 
are between them and Jesus, but they hopefully understand that Jesus’ death was to pay the price for their 
sins.  The cross is draped in Purple, which is a color of repentance, solemnity along with acknowledging the 
royalty of Christ as the King of all Kings. 

The bulletin board will continue to change to fit the special days of Lent.  For Palm Sunday, the cross will 
have palm branches strewn at its base.  For Maundy Thursday a focus on the Sacrament and the call to servi-
tude with the washing of the disciples’ feet.   Good Friday, will be a solemn remembrance of the sacrifice 
made.  On Easter Sunday the cross will be draped in white, a symbol of innocence, purity, joy and light.  
Some scholars also state that white represents God’s grace and glory.  It is a color used by our church to des-
ignate a high festival, such as Christmas, Easter and Ascension.  The base of the cross will be adorned with a 
field of Easter lilies, which the children will be making from their hand prints as a craft during Sunday School. 

Gone are the nails and palms, as we shout, He is Risen Indeed, Alleluia! 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Easter Season Music 

Once again, I plan to provide between 40-60 minutes of meditative music before both Good Friday services. 
The music will be based on hymns selected for the service. I plan to focus on pieces that have been written by 
the classics such as Bach, Walther, Pachelbel etc. There will be a few pieces from contemporary composers as 
the sermon hymn, “When I Behold Jesus Christ,” (LSB 542) was written around 1970, just a few years after 
the other composers lived. Most of this years’ music selections have not been a part of previous Good Friday 
concerts. 

On Easter there will be an extended prelude before both services as well as the return of the postlude. Music 
selections will be based on hymns that will be sung during worship. 

Your Musical Servant in Christ, 

Lori 

St. John 
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Web: stjohncanoncity.org 
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April, 2022 NEWS 



 

 

 

 

 

  

St. John 
LWML News St. John Lutheran Church 

790 Greydene Avenue 
Canon City, CO 81212 

Web: stjohncanoncity.org 
Phone: (719) 275-0111 

April, 2022 NEWS 

LWML SOUTHERN ZONE SPRING WORKSHOP - APRIL 30th at ST. JOHN 

The ladies of St John LWML are hosting the Southern Zone Spring Workshop on Saturday, April 30th. 
Registration begins at 8:30, the workshop begins at 9am. There will be coffee and pastries in the 
morning and lunch served at 12 noon. There is a free will offering for the lunch. There will be a Bible 
Study and fellowship and we will also be assembling kits to be taken to the district convention in 
June. All women of the congregation are invited. Please contact Sue Willard by April 18th if you plan 
to attend. You can reach Sue at 719-285-8211 or sewillard@juno.com or see me at Church. For more 
information see the poster on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:sewillard@juno.com


Summary of Council Meeting on March 13, 2022 

Attendance: Chris Pape, Liv Booth, Rod Willard, Bob Kirkegaard, Julie Barrett, Carol Skoda, Nichole Harms, 
Gordon Gross, Kay Pape, Lyle Stuehrenberg, Pastor Dan Kletke, Alana Holt 

Voters Meeting March 27th 

Topics will include a presentation of the recommended pew design, the new Office Manager, reapproval 
and adjustments of the budget, questions regarding returning to pre-pandemic practices, and present-
ing the LCEF grant to look for suggestions from the congregation. 

Pastor’s Report: 

Our new office manager Sarah Bedford will be working Tuesday through Friday, 9am-12pm.   

Pictures for the Church Directory are progressing. 

Preparations for Confirmation of 3 confirmands. Questioning will be Sunday May 22nd.  Rite of Confirma-
tion is on Pentecost Sunday, June 5th. 

Work will be made on correcting the hum in the audio system as well as fine tuning the sound system. 

Evangelism Report: 

Things are going well. There are so many new people that it’s hard to keep track of everyone. 

Youth Report: 

Lots of excitement with the program.  The kids are looking forward to the gathering.  Youth will be host-
ing an Easter Egg hung. 

Education Report: 

VBS supplies will be purchased soon, with a planning/preparation meeting to follow. 

Elders’ Report: 

Plans have been made to return to pre-pandemic practices. After the Voters Meeting, the Elders and Pas-
tor will no longer mask to distribute communion. The Children’s Message will also resume.  

The Elders and Pastor would like the Congregation’s input on whether to resume passing the offering plate 
and if we should return to table-style communion. 

Missions Report: 

License Plate Brackets bearing St. John’s name on them have been looked into. Typically, they are pur-
chased by dealerships, so there’s a minimum order of 200.  

Magnets may be cheaper and more cost effective. They will be researched. 

Stewardship Report: 

Looking into a different way to conduct a Time and Talents Survey to get responses, and then creating a 
program to follow up with the results of such surveys. 

Treasurer Report: Nothing to report at this time. 

Trustees Report: 

The Pew Committee has made a decision to recommend to the congregation at the Voters Meeting. 

Currently sourcing a replacement for the flashing that was lost off the roof during the last windstorm. 

Fellowship Report: 

Have established a Fellowship Group and laid out plans moving forward. 

Spring Cleaning Party on Saturday April 2nd. 
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Church Spring Cleaning 

This year, in preparation for Easter, St. John will hold a Spring-Cleaning Party on Saturday April 2nd, beginning 
at 9am. A light lunch will be provided consisting of hamburgers, hot dogs, baked beans, potato chips, fruit, 
water, and coffee. If you are interested in helping, please sign up on the bulletin board so lunch can be 
planned accordingly. All cleaning chemicals and materials will be provided. However, the more vacuums, 
buckets, mops, and hand vacuums that we have will make the job so much faster. If you do bring something 
from home, please make sure your name is on it so that we can ensure everyone leaves with their equipment. 

Weather permitting, the flower beds will be trimmed and cleaned, and the windows washed from the outside.  
Inside, the focus will be on the Sanctuary and Fellowship Halls. Windows will be washed and dusted. Pews will 
be polished.  If there are a few willing to climb tall ladders, we will be dusting the fans and lights in both 
rooms. Please come join us as we strive to make the church sparkle, just in time for our Easter celebration! 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Meals of Mercy 

The Meals of Mercy Ministry is a group of people who are ready and able to provide meals during a life event, 
for our church family.  

The team is in place to prepare (or purchase) and deliver meals to your door after a life event such as a hos-
pitalization, injury, loss of a loved one or any other event where some temporary assistance with meals would 
be a blessing! 

It's rarely easy to reach out for help or accept the offer! Please, if you know anyone who could benefit from 
this ministry, reach out to Peggy Rath at peggyrath10@gmail.com .  

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rental Available 

We would like to announce our new vacation rental! It is great for friends or family of our members. Thanks! 

https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/54175827 
Bowen's Bungalow, Bowen's Bungalow, CO: 19 Photos (hipcamp.com) 

Charming Bungalow in Historic South Cañon! - Canon City (vrbo.com) 

Cozy Bungalow | Colorado Vacation | Glamping Hub 

Peggy & Andy Rath 
Owners/Operators  
Canon City, CO  
425-213-4127 
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https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/54175827
https://www.hipcamp.com/en-US/colorado/bowen-s-bungalow/bowen-s-bungalow
https://www.vrbo.com/2688690?unitId=3259436
https://glampinghub.com/unitedstatesofamerica/mountainstates/colorado/canoncity/cozy-bungalow-makes-for-a-beautiful-colorado-vacation/


 

 

March & 
April 2022 

Here is what is happening at the BOOKClub: 

 

 

The next book on our list is  
This Present Darkness (ISBN 978-0842361712)  
by Frank Peretti. This is book is different from our 
recent reads, as this is a lengthy Christian fiction 
book. The description reads: 

 

Ashton is just a typical small town. But when a 
skeptical reporter and a pastor begin to compare 
notes, they suddenly find themselves fighting a 
hideous plot to subjugate the townspeople―and 
eventually the entire human race. A riveting 
thriller, This Present Darkness offers a fascinating 
glimpse into the unseen world of spiritual warfare. 

 

There are several used copies available on Amazon 
for $5-6, an Audible Audiobook for $15, and a 
Kindle edition for $8. Several copies have also been 
purchased for the church library. If you have 
problems finding a copy, please call Pastor Dan. 

We will meet on Thursday April 28th, 6:30pm at the Kletke home to discuss the book.  

Pick up a book & join us at the BOOKClub! 



http://www.lcms.org/givenow/cima
mailto: john.cima@lcms.org
mailto: aimee.cima@lcms.org
https://href.li/?https://pubsearch.lhfmissions.org/SearchDetail.php?Id=921
https://href.li/?https://goo.gl/maps/KU8uPJqVW6gkZfCf7
https://href.li/?https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AF6R3JD7eNpYb5Lds0B7ztMZUVJOCYdM/edit
https://cimafam.com/post/676505976308891648/on-your-birthday-you-get-pancakes-with-syrup-and
https://www.lcms.org/nelson


APRIL 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 
9:00  Spring 
Cleaning 

3  5TH SUNDAY IN LENT 

9:00  Divine Service 
10:30  Sunday School & 
 Adult Bible Class 

11:30  Elder’s Meeting 

4 
4:00p  Children’s 
Chorale 

6:30p  Confirmation 

5  
Circuit Pastors’ 
Meeting  –  
Office Closed 

6 
1:30p  Lent Srvc. 

5:00p  Youth Group 
6:00p  Soup 
Supper 
7:00p  Lent Srvc. 

7 
7:00  Men’s 
Breakfast 
9:00  Quilters 

8 9 

10  PALM SUNDAY 

9:00  Divine Service w/ 
 Holy Communion 

10:30  Sunday School & 
 Adult Bible Class 

11:30  Council Meeting 

11 12 13 14 
9:00  Quilters 

1:30p  Lent Srvc. 
7:00p  Lent Srvc. 

MAUNDY 
THURSDAY 

15 

1:30p  Lent Srvc. 
7:00p  Lent Srvc. 

GOOD FRIDAY 

16 

17  EASTER SUNDAY 

6:30  Sunrise Service w/ 
  Holy Communion 
7:30  Easter Breakfast 
9:00  Divine Service w/ 
 Holy Communion 

EASTER SUNDAY 

18 
4:00p  Children’s 
Chorale 

6:30p  Confirmation 

19 20 
10:00  Bible Study 

6:00p  Youth Group 
6:30p  Bible Study 

21 
7:00  Men’s 
Breakfast 
9:00  Quilters 

22  
Prison Ministry – 
Office Closed 

23 

24  2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

9:00  Divine Service w/ 
  Holy Communion 
10:30  Sunday School & 
 Adult Bible Class 

25 
4:00p  Children’s 
Chorale 

6:30p  Confirmation 

26 27 
10:00  Bible Study 

6:00p  Youth Group 
6:30p  Bible Study 

28 
9:00  Quilters 

6:30p  BOOKClub 

29 30 

LWML Spring 
Workshop 




