
Pastor’s Message: Milestones 

Dear Fellow Servants in Christ, 

Milestones are important in our lives. We often look back and remember special 
events or where we were when something important happened. I can remember 
graduating from high school, college and seminary. I remember my wedding day 
very clearly, as well as the birth of all three of my children. I know exactly 
where I was when the planes crashed into the twin towers on 9/11, when the 
space shuttle Challenger exploded, and when both my mother and sister passed 
away. Milestones are very important because they form the framework upon 
which we remember our lives. 

On December 19th, there were two very important milestones that I will long remember. The first, of 
course, was my 10th anniversary at St. John. The special cake, well wishes and numerous cards all marked 
the day. THANK YOU to everyone who made the day so very special. As I told so many of you, my family 
and I are exceedingly blessed to be here, both at St. John, and in Cañon City. Our congregation is very 
special…and replying to your many inquiries, I have no plans or intentions of moving anytime soon. We will 
wait upon the Lord and His guidance through the Holy Spirit. 

However, in my mind, the more important milestone was the Children’s Christmas Pageant. What a very 
special service. Remembering back ten years ago to when I was installed, St. John only had six kids (that I 
remember); and over the years I’ve often joked that the primary reason I was called here is because my 
kids doubled the Sunday School attendance (not quite, but it sounds nice without having to do too much 
complicated math). Compare that with today! In the pageant there were 23 kids who participated…and 
that wasn’t all the children of our church. Some weren’t able to join, didn’t feel comfortable or were too 
young. Add to that the numerous adults who helped direct, sew, photograph, create, play instruments, 
sing, and make the program happen. What a tremendous event that showcases the growth of our congre-
gation and how the Holy Spirit is alive and active at St. John. 

And that is perhaps the most important aspect of this milestone. Over the years many people have been 
active and involved at St. John, contributing however their gifts allowed; but it is God who has given the 
growth. In fact, it has happened just as St. Paul described in 1 Corinthians 3:6-7, “I planted, Apollos    
watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only 
God who gives the growth.” God and God alone is responsible for where St. John is today; and both my 
tenure and the Children’s Christmas Pageant are a tribute to God’s active and loving hand upon our     
congregation. As we enter a brand new year, may we all look back and give thanks to the Lord for his 
countless blessings upon our congregation. 

+Soli Deo Gloria+ 
To God Alone be the Glory. 

Your Fellow Servant in Christ, 

 

 

Pastor Dan 

 

JANUARY, 2022 NEWS 



Outreach: Sing and Rejoice! 

Keep it up, St. John members! 

I hear it all the time: "St. John Church rocks!" It's not only the beautiful music of the choir now and then. It's 
the music of the organ and keyboard, along with the enthusiastic song of the people: St. John rocks!  

It is that spirit of response to God's love that has become a part of what you and I look forward to when we  
head for Central and Greydene on Sunday mornings to worship at St. John. 

Christ's Church sings! It has been so from the beginning of time (Job 38:7) and will remain so until the end of 
time (Revelation5:9, 10) The Church sings because God sings with us (Zephaniah 3:14-17): 

"Sing, O Daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O Daughter of     
Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away your punishment... The Lord, the King of Israel is with you; never again 

will you fear any harm... He will take great delight in you... He will rejoice over you with singing." 

Singing allows us to create community by blending our individual voices and emotions into one harmonious 
expression. Singing is likely the most profoundly personal form of music making, because the sound emerges 
from deep within us. 

Not only is the enthusiastic singing a lift for us members of St. John, but spirited song is a testimony to any 
visitor that comes to the service. It is a part of our witness life (Acts 1:8)! Visitors witness our enthusiastic 
response to the Lord and the message of His love that includes everyone. 

Wimpy singing does the opposite! It sends the message that there is nothing wonderful here. Seldom do you 
see the visitor again when the music is draggy weak and half-hearted. "Nothing special at this place..." 

By the grace of God we aren't afraid to sing at St John - not always pitch-perfect, not a polished, professional 
performance, but plenty of heart-felt spirit! We have a great God and rejoice in His love!  

Keep it up, brothers and sisters in Christ!!! 

Gordon Gross, Outreach Leader  

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Attendance 

November 24  31 (Thanksgiving) 
November 28  94 
December 1  17 + 35 = 52 (Advent 1 Wednesday) 
December 5  91 
December 8  15 + 31 = 46 (Advent 2 Wednesday) 
December 12  80 
December 15  7 + 34 = 41 (Advent 3 Wednesday) 
December 19  127 
December 24  74 + 43 = 117 (Christmas Eve) 
December 25  37 (Christmas Day) 
December 26  61  
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Sunday School: Time to Catch Our Breath 
The Children’s Christmas Pageant is behind us and now seems to be a great time to get back into a regular 
routine.  For the month of January our lessons will closely follow the lectionary, starting with the visit by the 
Wise Men, Jesus’ Baptism and Temptation, Jesus Calls His Disciples, and the first miracle at the Wedding at 
Cana. The remaining lessons in the Unit will follow many of the familiar miracles. 

I am happy to report that through the end of December our weekly participation has remained around 64%, 
with an average of 18 youth per Sunday. Adult participation has also remained steady averaging 24 per Sun-
day. My thanks to parents and grandparents for supporting your child(s) attendance to date.  My prayers are 
that the habits our youth have developed in regular attendance will continue through the winter months.  

Lori 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Music: Turning the page 
The year 2021 did not turn out the way most expected and everyone hoped. 
It was a year many might describe as unsettling. The end of the pandemic 
seemingly in sight, now to be at a great distance, with the uncertainty of 
what early 2022 may hold. The ongoing bickering of people, not only in the 
government, but in the media and even between people living in the same 
town, and possibly the same street. When can we have Peace on Earth? 

Then we come through the doors of St. John and we get a glimpse of Peace, 
but not an earthly Peace, but of what is yet to come. The 10th chapter of 
Matthew provides some guidance and hope for this present time. “Do not suppose that I have come to bring 
peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword” vs34.   Just last week we heard the angel’s 
sing “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those  on whom his favor rests.” (Luke 2:14). 
Everyone missed it, including the disciples, Jesus did bring peace,   between man and God through his ulti-
mate sacrifice on the cross. 

Matthew goes on to share Jesus’ message that peace on earth will only be achieved after a conflict between 
good and evil. Rest assured that the outcome of the conflict has already been determined; Jesus has won the 
victory over the death and the devil. Yet while we remain on earth, we must recognize that true belief in 
Christ and the gospel will put us at conflict with others in the world, including friends and unfortunately 
sometimes family.  

As we turn the calendar page to close out 2021, and welcome 2022, may we all look for ways to share our 
faith to bring peace to our families, neighbors and those in our community. 2022 looks to be promising for   
St. John. Please look for opportunities through programs here that will help promote the spread of peace in 
Canon City. 

Happy New Year 

Your musical servant in Christ, 

Lori 
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LWML News 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! The LWML would like to thank everyone who contributed to the Canon 
City Pregnancy Center through the LWML. We collected many boxes of diapers and baby wipes, clothes and 
almost $700 in cash donations.  We received a very nice thank you note from them in which they expressed 
their gratitude and blessings to St. John for our thoughtfulness and donations. 

The LWML Christmas Brunch was held on December 4th and was well attended by 36 women and girls. Every-
one enjoyed the delicious food and fellowship and especially being entertained by the Madrigal Singers from 
Canon City High School. I want to thank all the LWML members who made the food, served and cleaned up - I 
appreciate you all so much!  Another big thank you goes to the women who served lunch to the Madrigals and 
cleaned up after - you are all special to me! 

There will not be a LWML meeting or activity in January. Please 
contact Sue Willard with any questions at  719-285-8211 
or sewillard@juno.com 
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January 
2022 

Here is what is happening at the BOOKClub: 

 

 

 

The next book on our list is  
Return of the Prodigal Son (ISBN 978-
0385473071) by Henri J. M. Nouwen. The 
description reads: 

 

In seizing the inspiration that came to him 
through Rembrandt's depiction of the powerful 
Gospel story "The Return of the Prodigal Son," 
Henri Nouwen probes several movements of the 
parable: the younger son's return, the father's 
restoration of sonship, the elder son's 
vengefulness, and the father's compassion. In his 
reflection on Rembrandt in light of his own life's 
journey, the author evokes a powerful drama of 
the parable in a rich, capativating way that is 
sure to reverberate in the hearts of readers. The 
themes of homecoming, affirmation, and 
reconciliation will be newly discovered by all who 
have known loneliness, dejection, jealousy, or 
anger. 

 

There are several used copies available on Amazon for $6, an Audible Audiobook for $15, 
and a Kindle edition for $10. Several copies have also been purchased for the church 
library. If you have problems finding a copy, please call Pastor Dan. 

We will meet on Thursday January 13th, 6:30pm at the Kletke home to discuss the book.  

Pick up a book & join us at the BOOKClub! 



Thank You From the Cimas 

Dear Pastor Dan, Tricia, and friends at St. John in Canon City, 

Advent greetings from Phnom Penh! 

Our family is deeply thankful for your partnership as we serve God's mission in Southeast 
Asia.  Even after 14 years, we are humbled by the thousands of individuals and congregations 
that, through prayers and offerings, send us to Cambodia on their behalf.  THANK YOU so 
much for being a part of our team so that we can share Advent peace, hope, joy, and love 
with others! 

Speaking of Advent, as highlighted in our most recent newsletter, Aimee and J.P. recently 
printed an Advent devotional for use by Khmer Christians.  All 150 copies were gone within 6 
days!  This year's printing was a test run, in which we will gather feedback for a more exten-
sive printing of a polished devotional next year.  

J.P. has had some great opportunities for teaching in the past few months, including a three-
day seminar on the recently published Book of Concord, a presentation on culture and con-
textualization for a virtual workshop (planned by and hosted by Aimee!) among our Asia team 
missionaries, a two-day seminar on the Small Catechism, and a half-day seminar on Christian 
worship for our church's band.  He also continues his studies in Khmer language.  

We also continue to host our weekly youth group.  In recent months we've done studies on 
the metanarrative of Scripture and whole-person discipleship.  While J.P. teaches, Aimee is 
always busy working with local youth to cook yummy meals.  Moreover, Aimee remains in-
volved in helping to lead Sunday school at our local church. 

Meanwhile, for the first time in 8 months we had all three kids back at school in per-
son.  That lasted only a week before kindergartens were inexplicably reclosed.  Isaac is 
now back online.  While Cambodia has made major strides towards reopening, COVID-19 re-
strictions continue to be a moving target.  We appreciate your prayers as we continue to nav-
igate a volatile situation! 

As our partners, you are a part of all this!  THANK YOU for sending us to this amazing place to 
come alongside our brothers and sisters in Christ in Cambodia as they seek to be salt and light 
for the Gospel.  We are honored and joyful to serve on your behalf.  

We pray that your Advent season fills you with anticipation for all that God will do when 
Christ comes again, gratitude for all that he has done in Jesus' first coming, and awe at all 
that God is doing even now as hearts are drawn to Him the world over. 

In Jesus, 

J.P., Aimee, Celeste, Bella, and Isaac 

www.cimafam.com 

lcms.org/cima 

missioncentral.us/cima 

Get monthly e-news!  

(the 14+ year archive is here) 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DDnZjYYtkmfhXeWQmgj20bJa2yDlFWHn/view?usp=sharing
https://cimafam.com/tagged/AdventDevotion
https://cimafam.com/post/665987960646369280/as-we-mentioned-in-our-last-newsletter-lutheran
https://cimafam.com/post/665987960646369280/as-we-mentioned-in-our-last-newsletter-lutheran
https://www.lhfmissions.org/historic-event-khmer-book-of-concord/
https://cimafam.com/post/666793786849017856/in-mid-october-the-asia-personnel-for-the
https://cimafam.com/post/668624189754884096/in-mid-november-jp-had-the-pleasure-to-travel
https://cimafam.com/post/669169934031634432/this-past-sunday-we-were-excited-to-host-the-band
https://cimafam.com/post/669169934031634432/this-past-sunday-we-were-excited-to-host-the-band
https://cimafam.com/post/668645548907249664/working-on-memorizing-the-apostles-creed-in-khmer
https://cimafam.com/post/663827886258716672/we-had-a-great-youth-bible-study-this-past
https://cimafam.com/post/669460236386566145/new-series-for-our-youth-group-whole-person
https://cimafam.com/post/668455402890002432/on-saturday-we-drove-back-from-a-few-days-of
https://cimafam.com/post/668814192118251520/advent-sunday-school-prep-in-between-making
https://cimafam.com/post/666798947714711552/for-the-first-time-since-february-our-kids-all
https://cimafam.com/post/668607392084344832/a-few-weeks-ago-we-happily-reported-that-after-8
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/pm-no-more-quarantine-vaccinated-travellers
https://cimafam.com/post/665917689766821888/this-is-what-going-out-in-public-requires-in
https://cimafam.com/post/665917689766821888/this-is-what-going-out-in-public-requires-in
http://www.cimafam.com/
http://lcms.org/cima
http://missioncentral.us/cima
https://cimafam.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=93b252cfa281925f09a1afdd3&id=7fb2276b90
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/4o9qvzif3vnl9hw/AAD5gpCUXL2j0LK8t0O45edya?dl=0


J.P. had the pleasure to travel to Srey Santhor, 
about 50km outside of Phnom Penh, where he 
taught a two-day seminar on the first two chief parts of the Small Catechism.  
The venue was the home/training center of Pastor Petros, a long-time 
collaborator with Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) in Cambodia, who has 
recently asked to join the Cambodia Lutheran Church (CLC).  The training 
was organized as a way to help he and others explore basic Lutheran 
theology.  The seminar included other church leaders in Petros’ networks, 
other leaders in the CLC, as well as other members of the LHM team.

Advent Peace

Advent  Hope

On the first Sunday of Advent, we hosted the band from our local church 
for a half-day seminar on Christian worship, followed by dinner and 
fellowship.  J.P. taught a biblical and theological foundation for the nature 
and purpose of worship.  From there, he asked questions that spurred the 
band members to connect that foundation to their role as musicians.  

Advent joy

Two months ago, Aimee had an idea to create an Advent 
devotional book for Khmer Christians. The goals were to 1) 
increase biblical literacy,  2) highlight the connection between Old 
Testament promises and their fulfillment in Christ, all so that 3) Christians 
will have a deeper understanding and practice of Advent and 
Christmas. Aimee and J.P. co-wrote 24 devotions for use during December, 
which were then translated by Bethel, one of our youth group members.  
We printed 150 copies. Each devotion includes readings from the Old 
Testament, a key memory verse, a connecting New Testament passage, a 
simple original reflection, and a small picture for coloring.  We had so many 
requests that all the copies were gone within 1 week!  We’ve LOVED seeing 
how the books are being used.  

Wanna help us impact the people of Cambodia?  Give online 
here, or mail a check to 1) P.O. Box 66861, St. Louis, MO 
63166-6861 (payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod), OR 2) 40718 Highway E-116, Mapleton, IA 51034 
(payable to Mission Central). For ALL checks, in the memo line 
write “Cima family-Cambodia.” THANK YOU!

Advent  Love
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JANUARY 2022 
Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2  2ND SUNDAY AFT. CHRISTMAS 
 

9:00  Divine Service 
10:30  Sunday School & 
  Adult Bible Class 
11:30  Elder’s Meeting 
 
 
G. Mize B-Day 

3 4 5 6 
9:00  Quilters 
 
 
T. Tormohlen  
B-Day  
 

EPIPHANY 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brown Anniv.  

1 
 
 
8 

9  BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
 

9:00  Divine Service w/ 
  Holy Communion 
10:30  Sunday School & 
  Adult Bible Class 
11:30  Council Meeting 
 

10 
 
 
 
6:30p  Confirmation 
 
 
Ethan Urban  
B-Day 

11  
Circuit Pastors’ 
Meeting  –  
Office Closed 
 

12 
10:00  Bible Study 
6:30p  Bible Study 
 
 
N. Mowers B-Day 
 
Pushchak Anniv.  

13 
7:00  Men’s 
Breakfast 
9:00  Quilters 
 
6:30p  BOOKClub 
 

14 15 

16  2ND SUNDAY AFT. EPIPHANY 
 

9:00  Divine Service 
10:30  Sunday School & 
  Adult Bible Class 
 

17 
4:00p  Children’s 
Chorale 
 
6:30p  Confirmation 

18 19 
10:00  Bible Study 
6:30p  Bible Study 
 

20 
9:00  Quilters 
 

21  
 
 
 
 
 
T. Davidson  
B-Day 

22 

23 3RD SUNDAY AFT. EPIPHANY 
 

9:00  Divine Service w/ Holy 
Communion 
10:30  Sunday School & 
  Adult Bible Class 
 

24 
4:00p  Children’s 
Chorale 
 
6:30p  Confirmation 

25 26 
10:00  Bible Study 
6:30p  Bible Study 
 

27 
7:00  Men’s 
Breakfast 
9:00  Quilters 
 

28  
Prison Ministry – 
Office Closed 
 

29 

30  4TH SUNDAY AFT. EPIPHANY 
 

9:00  Divine Service w/ Holy 
Communion 
10:30  Sunday School & 
  Adult Bible Class 
 
 
C. Leason B-Day 

31 
4:00p  Children’s 
Chorale 
 
6:30p  Confirmation 

 
 

  




