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Outreach: Know the Person by Listening as well as Talking
Our District President let us know how important it is to KNOW THE CULTURE, the philosophies of our day. For
outreach to persons of our day, we need to know where they might be coming from!
I've enrolled in a correspondence course from Lutheran Hour Ministries, entitled "Prepared to Respond". The
name of the course is taken from Colossians 4:5,6 - "Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of
the time. Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to
answer each person."
The course starts off with "knowing how to talk with the particular person that God has put across the table
from you: KNOW THE PERSON". Find out where a person is coming from: their background and thinking,
by listening to him or her. Don't guess; let the person talk...
Don Everts, the course director, takes us directly to St. Paul's strategy on his encounters with folks:
"Paul talked with lots of different non-Christians about Jesus. But from one spiritual conversation to the next,
Paul didn’t always talk about Jesus using the exact same words. Paul took time to learn the spiritual posture
of each person. A person’s spiritual posture refers to their beliefs, attitudes, and predispositions toward a
given spirituality. In spiritual conversations, Paul graciously adapted his words to the spiritual posture of the
people he was talking to."
Here is Paul, making the point: For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might
win more of them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews . . . To those outside the law I
became as one outside the law . . . that I might win those outside the law . . . I have become all things to all
people, that by all means I might save some. 1 Corinthians 9:19-22
This is how Paul does that, speaking to non-Christian Jews in Antioch: Acts 13:16-41.
Notice the difference in addressing non-Christian Gentiles in Lystra: Acts 14:8-17.
Paul knew where each was coming from in their beliefs and toned his approach accordingly! He met them
where they were: He "KNEW THE PERSONS", and they listened to his testimony about Jesus!
Gordon Gross, Outreach Leader

St. John Lutheran Church
Rite of Passage - Our Confirmation 2020
Load God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise you for your great goodness in bringing these Your sons and
daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them and both with the heart to
believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that, bringing forth the fruits of faith, they may
continue steadfast and victorious to the day when all who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the
crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ , Your Son, our Lord who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirt, one God, now and forever.

Dietrich Kletke

Solveig Booth Lily Rosales Evie Langley

Matt Harms Dustin Kletke

Seek and continue to study his word

St. John Lutheran Church
Installation of Sunday School Teachers
2021

Left to Right

Mrs. Booth - Mrs. Skoda - Mrs. Lehmpuhl - Miss. Solveig Booth - Mrs. Brunner - Mrs. Holt Mrs. Pape - Mrs. Barrett - Mr. Pape - Miss Holt
1 Peter 4:10 - As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God.
Proverbs 22:6 - Train up a child in the way he should go, Even when he is old he will not depart from it

St. John
Sunday School

St. John Lutheran Church
790 Greydene Avenue
Canon City, CO 81212
Web: stjohncanoncity.org
Phone: (719) 275-0111

Sunday School News: An Early Christmas Announcement!
Behold! I bring you tidings of great joy – for the FIRST time since Pastor Dan came to St. John, the Sunday
School is large enough to be able to do a Christmas program! It will be done as part of the regular Sunday
morning worship service on December 19. The program will include all Sunday School classes, from the age of
three to high school. The children will be in costume representing the major characters of the Nativity.
The children got news of these plans during Sunday School two weeks ago, and some were unsure exactly
what a Christmas program was, as they had never been to or in a program before. What a wonderful opportunity to solidify in their young minds the story of Christmas. Others were excited and asked if they could
wear their costumes starting that Sunday; a true example of the joy that is inherent in a child.
I hope each of you makes plans to be in worship on Sunday, December 19th, so you too can be refreshed in
hearing the Christmas story as told by the children.
Lori

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Calling Volunteers – Christmas Program
A program like this will require a lot of advance preparation and I am seeking volunteers to make the work
load light for everyone. Please consider how you can support this program.
•

COSTUMES: In the next week I will be able to inspect the Christmas costumes that were here at St. John,
and salvaged and stored by a member during the last major clean up done during the construction of a
few years ago. I am told that there are likely to be around 15 costumes, and this year’s program will have
around 24 children participating. Help can be in the way of donations of cloth, costume accessories or the
sewing of costumes. The costume patterns are a simple pull over, often with a tie around the waist and a
head scarf or vest. At present I do not know exactly what is needed, but I will be posting specific requests
on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall, similar to what was done for VBS. When we have gathered
the necessary supplies, I am hoping to have one to two ‘sewing work days’ here at church. Information
will be posted in the weekly bulletins. In the meantime, please let me know if you are a sewer and willing
to help, so I can plan the best time for the ‘sewing days’.

•

PROPS: If you like to draw and or color, please consider helping make the few props that are needed. At
present I am planning on having donkey and camel cardboard likenesses. Both of these props will need
cardboard pieces that are approximately 3 x 4 feet in size. If you have access to large sheets of cardboard
that are in good shape, please let me know. We will also need to construct a small camp fire, made of
kindling, a small fan, short string of Christmas tree lights and red / yellow cellophane (which we have in
the VBS supplies).

•

SERVING: Lunch will be provided by the parents of the children on the two Sundays we will be having our
practices. I could use a couple of volunteers to help set up / clean up these lunches on Dec 5 and 12 from
11:30 -12:30.

As time goes on, I am sure there will be other volunteer opportunities. In the meantime, if you think of some
way to help, I would be honored for the assistance.
Lori

St. John
Sunday School
and Music
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Sunday School: What Are Your Thankful For?
The Sunday School bulletin board will be changing for the month of November,
to that of a Thankful Tree. The Sunday School classes will be provided with
colored leaves on which they will write what they are most thankful for in this
past year. The leaves will then be placed on the bulletin board, to make our
Thankful Tree. However, I would like to open this opportunity to all members
of the congregation to post anonymously what they are the most thankful for.
Starting November 1, I will have a basket of blank leaves and markers and an
empty basket for filled out leaves near the bulletin board. Each week I will
attach the completed leaves to the bulletin board. By Thanksgiving, I hope
that the bulletin board is overloaded with leaves.
Lori
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Music: A Time For Reflection
November to me is a month caught in the middle, somewhere between Fall and Winter. It isn’t the pretty
part of the Fall season, as the trees are usually bare but it also is not winter with the blanket of snow, giving
the landscape a look of beauty. November, at least the first part of the month, offers me a time to reflect
how the past year has gone, what I accomplished, and what I never took or made the time for. Would God
grant me another year to accomplish those things that weren’t finished in this present year? Or would I have
to live with regrets?
What about the music program here at St. John? What was accomplished and what was put off to the future?
Accomplishments are that God has provided several musicians to the congregational family. The ones you are
most familiar with are Angela Bellantoni and Andy Rath, who are assisting in playing for worship services and
choir. Others that you may not have known about are Kevin Wright and Terry Rottering, who along with Ron
Smith and Pastor Lyle, are all guitarists. Kevin composes and plays blues style guitar; he has even played in
Nashville. Terry has recently played in a worship band for a church east of Colorado Springs. Ron, was part of
the praise band at the Presbyterian church here in Canon City. Pastor Lyle has accompanied our outdoor worship services of several years past. I recently learned that there is a Lutheran Service Book (our hymnal) and
liturgy written specifically for guitar. Pastor Dan and Pastor Lyle have started a conversation of how a worship
service can be accompanied by guitar, in place of the traditional organ or keyboard. This is something that we
will look forward to in 2022.
Another accomplishment, through God’s grace, is the return of the choir. It had a rocky start up, but seems to
be growing in size; providing a challenge to rearrange the overflow area to accommodate a larger choir.
An accomplishment mixed with regret is the addition of the brass instruments played by Tricia Kletke
(trombone) and Kay Pape (trumpet). We had a great Easter celebration, but I regret, my planning fell short of
allowing them to continue to share their talents through the summer. Likewise, finding playing opportunities
for our three flautists, Alana Holt, Martha Kletke and Kay Pape, did not happen beyond Easter.
If November is a month of reflection, it too is a month of hope for what is to and can be to come. God has
brought to St. John this great collection of musicians, now I need to figure out how their talents can be
shared to glorify God; 2022 looks to be a year of music opportunities. I thank the congregation of St. John for
providing these opportunities to myself and my fellow musicians.
Your musical servant in Christ,
Lori
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Sue Willard

Sue Poehlein

Jan Wilman

Julie Barrett

Mary Richardson

Toni Davidson

Valerie Langley

Carolyn Westlund

Susan Smiley
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LWML News
On Tuesday, November 2nd, the ladies of the LWML will meet at 9:30 to fill baskets to be given to shut-in
members of the congregation. They will be delivered throughout the week. On the 2nd we will also be going
out to lunch at Mugs after the baskets are filled. We would like to thank the congregation for the donations
for the baskets.
On Sunday, November 14th, the LWML will be honoring our congregation’s Veterans during Fellowship hour.
We thank them for their service!
On Saturday, December 4th, the LWML will have their annual Christmas Brunch at 10am. All women and girls
are invited. The brunch is provided by the LWML. This year, there will NOT be a gift exchange as we have
done in the past, instead we will be asking for donations to be given to the Pregnancy Center. A list of needed
items will be published in upcoming bulletins and the December newsletter. Ladies, please mark your calendars for this event and join us for a wonderful morning of fellowship and devotion.
If you have any questions, please contact Sue Willard at 719-285-8211 or sewillard@juno.com
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Church Council - 2022 Church Officers
Serving
Years

Election
Years

# of Term
Years

President – Chris Pape
thru 2022
Even Years
2
Vice President – Frank Hassey
thru 2021
Odd Years
2 Open
Elders: 3 Year Term
David Lehmpuhl,
thru 2022
*Brandon Booth, special 2 year term thru 2023
Doug Westlund
thru 2023
*Curtis Eulert
thru 2024
*Rod Willard (Chairman)
thru 2024
Missions – Julie Barrett
thru 2022
Even Years
2
*Outreach – Gordon Gross
thru 2021
Odd Years
2 Will run in 2022
*Secretary – Alana Holt
thru 2021
Odd Years
2 Will run in 2022
Treasurer – Nichole Harms
thru 2022
Even Years
2
Education – Lyle Stuehrenberg
thru 2022
Even Years
2
*Youth - Kay Pape
thru 2023
Odd Years
2
*Trustees – Bob Kirkegaard (Chairman)
thru 2024
NEED TRUSTEE’S - 3 Year term
Carol will be moving to Fellowship in 2022
Carol Skoda, Chuck Poehlein, and Frank Hassey will help on Trustee issues.
*Financial Secretary – Donna & Jerry Heldt – thru 2021 Non-Council Will run in 2022
Names with asterisk’s need to be voted into office
If anyone is interested in the church positions, contact Me, Pastor or Chris to voice your desires.
Frank Hassey - Vice President

St. John
Announcements
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790 Greydene Avenue
Canon City, CO 81212
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Phone: (719) 275-0111

Fall Back!

Fall Voters’ Meeting

On Saturday, November 6th, we return to Standard
Time. Don’t forget to turn your clocks back 1 hour
as Daylight Savings Time Ends. Enjoy your extra
hour of sleep.

On Sunday, November 21st,
after Sunday School, we will
have our Fall Voters’ Meeting. This is a critically important meeting as we will
vote on:
•
•
•
•

_______________________________

New Officers
Budget
Possibly Replacing Pews
A New Secretary’s Position

Please mark your calendars
and plan to attend!
________________________________________

Bulletin Board
ATTENDANCE:
September 26 – 88;

October 3 – 95;

October 10 – 71;

October 17 – 64;

October 24 – 76

BOOK CLUB: Our next book is Empire’s End, by Jerry B. Jenkins. More information will soon be available
from Pastor Dan.
NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH? If you or another member who you know needs transportation to church on
Sundays, please call Jan Wilman at 719-947-2057.
OCTOBER BULLETINS: Please email any information to bulletin@stjohncanoncity.org or in Sue Poehlein’s
church mailbox. You may also call her at 719-458-1008. Information is due by Wednesday afternoon as
the bulletins are printed on Thursday mornings.
THE LUTHERAN HOUR: Did you know that we sponsor The Lutheran Hour (TLH) locally? As you are getting
ready for church or if you are unable to attend worship, consider tuning in to The Lutheran Hour. It can
be found on KRLN 1400AM at 8:00am Sunday mornings, also online at lhm.org. A free app is also available
for cell phones at The Playstore.
ALTAR FLOWERS: If you would like to provide Sunday altar flowers, a sign-up chart is available near the
mailboxes. Envelopes are also there for a donation of $40 for two arrangements. Please be sure to note
“altar flowers” on your check and also fill out the envelope and place the envelope in the offering plate.
MENS’ BREAKFAST: Please join us on Thursday mornings at 7:00 AM at Village Inn. Not every week - our
breakfast dates vary. Check the church website or Sunday bulletins for scheduled dates.
SPECIAL PRAYERS: Please call Pastor prior to the Sunday service for special prayers.
PRAYER CHAIN: If you have a prayer concern and would like to send it through a prayer chain, we have 2
options.
• To send the prayer through a phone prayer chain, please contact Mary Richardson at 719-269-1426.
• To send the prayer via email, please contact Carolyn Westlund at her email address
1956cew@gmail.com.

The Cima Family Newsletter
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John.Cima@lcms.org
Aimee.Cima@lcms.org

DESPITE THE CHALLENGES posed by the ongoing pandemic, we are thankful for church activities we can engage in. Because it is a smaller group,
our youth group (pic c) can still meet together each week. Using the image of a bowtie, we’ve been working our way through six weeks of lessons on
the meta-narrative of Scripture. In other words, we are trying to answer this question: given that Scripture is a collection of countless stories written
by many authors of different backgrounds with very different purposes over a long period of time, what is the larger narrative that joins all these
pieces together? When we understand the big story, we can more easily find our place in it. Speaking of our place in God’s story, we’ve been thrilled
to continue discussions with Pastor Songim (pic d) about Christ Lutheran Church’s goals over the next several years. The challenge of churches being
unable to meet only makes strategic planning even more crucial as we anticipate a return. We had glimmers of that return when Pastor Songim
recently offered the Lord’s Supper to members of the church over a staggered period of time so as to be compliant with restrictions.

PLEASE GIVE THANKS for LHF’s Khmer language Book of Concord; for

productive travels to Kampot; for enriching study of Scripture in youth
group; for Christ Lutheran Church. PLEASE PRAY for the girls as inperson learning resumes soon; for Isaac as he continues online learning;
for J.P. as he travels to lead a seminar on the Book of Concord; for Aimee
as she coordinates a virtual workgroup meetings for the LCMS Asia team.

NOVEMBER 2021
Sunday

Monday

1

Tuesday

2

4:00p Children’s
Chorale
6:30p Confirmation

Wednesday

3

4

10:00 Bible Study

9:00 Quilters

9:00 Divine Service w/ Holy
Communion
10:30 Adult Bible Study &
Sunday School
11:30 Elders’ Meeting

Daylight Savings Time Ends
14 25TH SUNDAY AFT. PENTECOST
9:00 Divine Service w/ Holy
Communion
10:30 Adult Bible Study &
Sunday School
11:30 Council Meeting

21 LAST SUNDAY OF CHURCH
YEAR
9:00 Divine Service
10:30 Adult Bible Study &
Sunday School
11:30 Cong. Voters’ Meeting

8

9

10

11

4:00p Children’s
Chorale
6:30p Confirmation

Circuit Pastors’
Meeting –
Office Closed

10:00 Bible Study

7:00 Men’s
Breakfast
9:00 Quilters

K. Pape B-Day

S. Pegors B-Day

15

16

4:00p Children’s
Chorale
6:30p Confirmation

9:00 Divine Service w/ Holy
Communion
10:30 Adult Bible Study &
Sunday School

6

G. Kirkegaard
B-Day

6:00p Youth Group
6:30p Bible Study

13

18

19

20

9:00 Quilters

Prison Ministry –
Office Closed

VETERANS’ DAY
17
6:00p Youth Group
6:30p BOOKClub

Nichole Harms &
A. Tormohlen
B-Days

M. Appel B-Day
Foster Anniv.

E. Cook B-Day

22

23

24

25

4:00p Children’s
Chorale

7:00p Thanksgiving
Eve Service w/ Holy
Communion

THANKSGIVING

4:00p Children’s
Chorale
6:30p Confirmation

Saturday

12

R. Willard &
K. McNeil B-Days

29

5

P. Dreger B-Day

Hassey Anniv.

28 1ST SUNDAY IN ADVENT

Friday

6:00p Youth Group
6:30p Bible Study

C. Willyard
B-Day

7 ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY

Thursday

30

J. Trujillo B-Day

26

27

