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2021 Fast Forward
It’s been a whirlwind year!

On Jan. 20, Joseph R. Biden was sworn in as the 46th president of the United
States, and former California senator Kamala Harris as vice president. The
new administration has been busy with actions relevant to our industry ever
since. This year alone, GPA Midstream government affairs activities included
nearly 40 federal filings, comments and letters regarding critical midstream
matters.

We successfully defended the gains we achieved in the EPA Technical Rule,
getting EPA to revise the “well-site” definition to eliminate the requirement of
midstream operators to monitor fugitive emissions downstream of the custody
meter.

EPA also granted more flexibility on time to repair leaks, reduced
recordkeeping and reporting, and made other changes to streamline the
burdens of OOOOa. Our efforts on the Technical Rule changes will reduce
compliance costs $100 million/year across the sector.

In addition, we secured several common-sense reforms on PHMSA’s Gas
Mega Rule to the benefit of our members. Although concerns remain around
other provisions, these successes provide a solid foundation for seeking further
relief from PHMSA.

Congress is still working to pass a new methane tax of up to $1,500/ton that
will impact our operations as part of the Build Back Better Act - we are
watching this legislation’s movement closely to determine actions.

We’re also working to ensure the new Waters of the U.S. proposal under the
Clean Water Act makes sense for our group. The same is true around the
Nationwide Permits program. Additionally, we’re facing new scrutiny at the
Securities Exchange Commission with first-time ESG reporting requirements.
Our sector sits in the center of the crosshairs by climate movement agendas,
and the challenges will just keep coming from Washington and elsewhere in
2022 and beyond.

https://gpamidstream.org/


The good news is that we’ve been preparing for this time for some time now,
and as a result, our associations sit in a great position to loudly voice the
midstream industry’s responsible actions and commitments to meet energy
demands in a cleaner, more efficient manner.

It’s especially important in today’s political environment for member companies’
commitment to transparency, and the midstream ESG reporting template jointly
developed with the Energy Infrastructure Council is a big step in that direction.
Version 2.0 is slated for release in spring 2022 and will further enable the
consistent calculating and reporting of closely watched environmental metrics.
Contact us to learn more.

It’s been one year since our Technical Program’s Integrity Committee charter
was approved. Today more than 30 active volunteers serve, and the committee
will soon publish two documents. Activities underway include workgroups
addressing corrosion under insulation, inspection intervals, corrosion
monitoring and control, and more.

Midstream GO!, our newly developed app, will be available for free download
soon. Our intent is to make this your No. 1 program resource for everything
midstream, including our annual convention, all meetings, association and
industry news, and more. Watch for more details to come.

Additionally, we’ve commissioned a “Let’s Clear the Air” public awareness
campaign to help set the message straight through expertise, trust and
honesty about midstream’s role in providing reliable, affordable energy with
environmental responsibility top of mind. Austin-based White Lion
communication group is leading this effort that will launch in early 2022, and
we’ll sharing campaign assets soon for member companies to use, too.

All these efforts require on-going support from member companies and their
personnel. If you aren’t currently serving on a committee, get involved. We
need you, because together we can keep midstream’s future bright. We’re
looking forward to 2022!

Meetings & Events
In-Person Technical Conference Returns, Speakers and Sponsors
Needed

GPA Midstream hosted its inaugural Technical Conference in October 2019,
and attendance exceeded our goals and expectations for this first-time event.
After two subsequent virtual conferences in 2020 and 2021, we’re pleased to
meet in person again in Oklahoma City, April 4 – 6 at the downtown Sheraton.

The conference kicks off late afternoon on Monday, April 4, followed by two full
days of technical committee and workgroup meetings, educational sessions
and networking opportunities. If you’re interested in learning more about GPA
Midstream’s technical committee activities and becoming more active in this
area, this is one of the best ways to meet face to face with hundreds actively
involved in the following:



Analysis, Test Methods & Product Specifications Committee
Facility Design, Operations & Maintenance Committee
Measurement and Quantity Determination Committee
Industry Asset/Mechanical Integrity Committee
Pipeline Design, Operation & Maintenance Committee

If you’re interested in speaking at this conference, take a look at our Call for
Papers & Speakers and note the Jan. 14 deadline to apply.

Schedule: View the preliminary schedule here.

Who Should Attend: Engineers, chemists, lab technicians, technical
managers, operations personnel, and anyone with an interest in midstream
industry technical activities.

Cost to Attend:
GPA Midstream and GPSA Members - $250 by Feb. 25; $300 after Feb. 25
Non-Members - $450 by Feb. 25; $500 after Feb. 25

Registration for the conference will open in early January.

Sponsorship/Exhibit Opportunities
This conference presents a unique opportunity to reach midstream’s Technical
Community. View the sponsorship packet and contact April Sailsbury with
questions. Sign up now to get full exposure as soon as registration opens.

Winter Committee Meetings

The following committees will meet in person in Dallas, Jan. 31 – Feb. 2. Look
for an email from your committee’s staff liaison for agendas and more meeting
details in the coming weeks. In the meantime, contact April Sailsbury with
questions or for more information.

Monday, Jan. 31
3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. GPSA Membership Committee Meeting

Tuesday, Feb. 1
8:30 am. - 12:30 p.m. GHG Measurement & Abatement Committee Meeting
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Program Committee Meeting
1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. New Board Member Orientation
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. GPSA Executive & Finance Committee Meeting
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. ESG Template Workgroup Meeting
3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. GPSA Board of Directors Meeting
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. GPA Midstream Executive Committee Meeting

Wednesday, Feb. 2
7:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. GPA Midstream Executive Committee Meeting
9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. GPA Midstream Board of Directors Meeting
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Advocacy Advisory Group Meeting
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Technical Executive Committee Meeting
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Safety Committee Meeting

Thursday, Feb. 3

https://www.cvent.com/c/abstracts/28ce1fa1-30ac-4449-9395-6e9482c25682
https://gpamidstream.org/assets/midstream/pdf/technical-conference/2022-GPA-Midstream-Technical-Conference-Preliminary-Schedule.pdf
https://gpamidstream.org/assets/midstream/pdf/technical-conference/2022-GPA-Midstream-Technical-Conference-Sponsorship-Opportunities.pdf
mailto:asailsbury@gpamidstream.org
https://gpamidstream.org/events/2022-technical-conference-sponsor
mailto:asailsbury@gpamidstream.org


8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Safety Committee Meeting

Government Affairs
A Close Watch on New Methane Rules

When it comes to the new methane regulations from the Biden administration,
there is still a lot of uncertainty. There was a broad-brush revelation thanks to
President Joe Biden’s speech at the climate change conference in Scotland
last month. The administration has tipped its hand as to where they are going,
but the devil is in the details.

Two GPA Midstream Association workgroups are working on comments
related to methane regulation proposals and exploring what they will mean for
midstream operations.

Comments are due in late January, and the real details of the proposed rule,
partly because of the rushed nature of making a U.S. statement in Scotland,
are still a bit of a mystery. If your company is not plugged into this yet, you
should be, because this is a major issue for the midstream industry.

While there is much work to do before the new rules are finalized, GPA
Midstream’s continued talks with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
have helped to keep some of the more onerous aspects of a previously
proposed Technical Rule from coming into play even with increased regulation
in coming years.

PHMSA Mega Rule Reconsiderations on the Way

The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) finally
released the gathering line portion of the Gas Mega Rule in mid-November.

Some of the reforms are common sense, including retaining previous
definitions of onshore gas gathering lines and more reporting procedures for
gathering lines in unpopulated or lightly populated areas.

There are, however, some items of concern as reforms move forward. The
deadline to file for reconsiderations of the rules with PHMSA is Dec. 15.

GPA Midstream is requesting reconsideration of the 18-month implementation
deadline, which is too short a time. Concerns over the cost benefits also need
to be addressed.

Research & Technical
One GPA Midstream Technical Ballot Under Way

GPA Midstream has one technical ballot in progress, described below. All are
welcome to review and participate in the ballot process, but only votes from



voting members of the appropriate committee will count toward the official tally.
All votes/comments will be reviewed and considered.

On November 23, GPA Midstream Analysis, Test Methods & Product
Specifications Committee members received a ballot to approve the revised
document GPA 2186: Method for Extended Analysis of Hydrocarbon Liquid
Mixtures Containing Nitrogen and Carbon Dioxide by Temperature
Programmed Gas Chromatography. The ballot will be open through December
23.

View the approval ballot item, GPA 2186: Method for Extended Analysis of
Hydrocarbon Liquid Mixtures Containing Nitrogen and Carbon Dioxide by
Temperature Programmed Gas Chromatography.

Submit your vote.

Results of Recent Technical Ballots

Voting closed on one GPA Midstream Technical Program ballot since the
October eBrief. Results of the ballot are as follows:

Charter Update Ballot – Technical Conference Planning Committee: 10
Approve, 0 Negative, 0 Abstain

We greatly appreciate everyone’s participation. Documents will be published
after ballot comments have been resolved, and workgroups are initiated upon
approval of their charter. Contact the workgroup lead or a committee officer to
get involved. For more information about GPA Midstream’s technical
committees and to learn how your organization can get involved, contact GPA
Midstream Director of Technical Services Martin Erne.

Chapters

APPALACHIAN BASIN

Appalachian Basin GPA Midstream Holiday Member Appreciation & Toy
Drive 

Join Appalachian Basin GPA Midstream for its Holiday Member Appreciation
Mixer and Toy Drive on Dec. 14 from 6 – 10 p.m. at Dual Devil's Garage in
Houston, Pa. The event offers full access to touring Dual Devil Garage's
current car exhibits and CNG vehicles.

Please register and consider a sponsorship/having your company donate toys
to support the Toys for Tots Foundation's mission to "assist the U.S. Marine
Corps in providing a tangible sign of hope to economically disadvantaged
children at Christmas."

Cost

Active Members - $15

https://app.box.com/s/ko53e8zfcpgp21nf5rima6695xtid6vw
https://app.box.com/s/ko53e8zfcpgp21nf5rima6695xtid6vw
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sv/BvfkQQJ?source_id=be7f5387-fac4-457f-a649-30d8101407a4&source_type=em&c=
mailto:merne@gpamidstream.org


Expired/New Members - $70 (includes cost of 2022 membership)

For more information or to register, visit the Appalachian Basin GPA Midstream
website.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN

Rocky Mountain GPA Midstream Regional Conference

Rocky Mountain GPA Midstream Food for Thought

Join the Rocky Mountain GPA Midstream chapter and other member
volunteers as they pack sacks of nonperishable food for low-income students
in Denver Public Schools through the Food for Thought organization. This
activity takes place outdoors - rain, snow, or shine - on Dec. 10 from 7 – 9 a.m.
at the Metropolitan State University campus in Denver.

Pre-registration is required; register here.

For more information, visit the Rocky Mountain GPA Midstream website.

Calendar
Learn more about the events below here.

December

10 - Rocky Mountain GPA Midstream Food for Thought

14 - Appalachian Basin GPA Midstream Holiday Event

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here.
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https://abgpa.org/events
https://foodforthoughtdenver.charityproud.org/VolunteerRegistration/?groupcode=Keith1012
https://gparmcmidstream.org/
https://gpamidstream.org/calendar/?month=11
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