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Policy Foundations 
Ministerial speeches and policy documents on Australia’s foreign policy in Southeast Asia across development, 
diplomacy and defence 
 

Prime Minister Scott Morrison, “A World Order 
that Favours Freedom”, Address to the Perth 
USAsia Centre, 9 June 2021  
 
“Our interests are inextricably linked to an open, 
inclusive and resilient Indo-Pacific region…. And to 
a strategic balance in the region that favours 
freedom and allows us to be who we are – a 
vibrant liberal democracy, an outward-looking 
open economy, a free people determined to shape 
our own destiny in accordance with our own 
national sovereignty.” 

“[T]he defining issue I believe, for global and 
regional stability, upon which our security, our 
prosperity and our way of life depends, is 
escalating great power strategic competition…. 
The task is to manage that competition.” 

“Australia has been working hard in our region, 
building on the strong cooperation with the United 
States, Japan and India. Stepping up in the 
Pacific. Supporting Southeast Asia and engaging 
ASEAN as a steadfast partner.” 
 
2020 Defence Strategic Update, 1 July 2020  
 
“Our region is in the midst of the most 
consequential strategic realignment since the 
Second World War, and trends including military 
modernisation, technological disruption and the 
risk of state-on-state conflict are further 
complicating our nation’s strategic circumstances. 
The Indo-Pacific is at the centre of greater 
strategic competition, making the region more 
contested and apprehensive.” 

“The Government has decided that defence 
planning will focus on Australia’s immediate 
region: ranging from the north-eastern Indian 
Ocean, through maritime and mainland South East 
Asia to Papua New Guinea and the South West 
Pacific. That immediate region is Australia’s area of 
most direct strategic interest…. Our defence 
relationships with countries in this region are an 
essential part of our security planning, including 
with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) member states”.  

“The Government has directed Defence to 
implement a new strategic policy framework that 

signals Australia’s ability – and willingness – to 
project military power and deter actions against 
us. Under this new framework, Defence’s strategic 
objectives are to deploy military power to shape 
Australia’s strategic environment, deter actions 
against our interests and, when required, respond 
with credible military force.” 
 
Minister for Defence Linda Reynolds, “Australia’s 
2020 Vision for Defence Engagement with ASEAN”, 
20 February 2020  
 
“The 2018 ASEAN-Australia Special Summit 
marked the beginning of a new era of cooperation 
between Australia and ASEAN. The 2020 Informal 
Defence Ministers’ Meeting builds on this 
foundation by facilitating direct engagement…. We 
must continue to advance our shared interests in 
an increasingly contested regional strategic 
environment.”  

“Australia’s defence cooperation with ASEAN will 
be guided by six core principles: Mutual Respect. 
ASEAN centrality. Supporting sovereignty. 
Addressing areas of shared priority. Transparency. 
Respect for international law and norms.” 
 
Partnerships for Recovery: Australia’s COVID-19 
Development Response, 29 May 2020  
 
“Just as the region’s emergence has underpinned 
Australia’s prosperity, how the Indo-Pacific 
responds to and recovers from COVID-19 will 
shape the trajectory of our economic recovery. 
This in turn will affect the opportunities 
Australians have to rebuild their businesses and 
livelihoods.” 

“Our COVID-19 partnerships will focus on the 
Pacific and Southeast Asia, with the Pacific, Timor-
Leste and Indonesia as first-tier priorities. These 
are our closest neighbours, where we have the 
strongest national interests in providing support 
and where we can have the greatest impact.” 

“Our efforts will focus sharply on where we can 
make the most difference. Our response will focus 
on three core action areas, which reflect our 
shared interests with partner governments: Health 
security. Stability. Economic recovery. This will be 

http://www.pm.gov.au/media/address-perth-usasia-centre-perth-wa
http://www.pm.gov.au/media/address-perth-usasia-centre-perth-wa
https://acfid.sharepoint.com/ACFID%20Projects/AP4D/ACMC%20Program/Southeast%20Asia%20Phase%201/www1.defence.gov.au/about/publications/2020-defence-strategic-update
http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/lreynolds/statements/australias-2020-vision-defence-engagement-asean
http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/lreynolds/statements/australias-2020-vision-defence-engagement-asean
https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/partnerships-for-recovery-australias-covid-19-development-response.pdf
https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/partnerships-for-recovery-australias-covid-19-development-response.pdf
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underpinned by a strong emphasis on protecting 
the most vulnerable, especially women and girls.” 
 
Minister for Foreign Affairs Marise Payne, “Speech 
to the Australian Council for International 
Development”, 16 March 2021  
 
“The emergence of COVID-19 has caused 
significant disruptions to people, to health 
systems, economies around the world. And what 
that has ultimately demanded is strong leadership, 
partnership and collaboration.” 

“In addition to our $4 billion Development 
Assistance Program in 2021, we announced 
temporary and targeted initiatives of over $1.3 
billion to support economic recovery and 
importantly, to deliver safe and effective vaccines. 
This included support for the supply and delivery 
of vaccines across the Pacific and South East Asia 
and economic recovery and development 
packages for the region.”  

“Australia is also partnering with our region… on 
climate change which is, as we know, a major risk 
to sustainable development in the Indo-Pacific.” 
 
Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
Defence and Trade, “Inquiry into the Implications 
of the COVID-19 Pandemic for Australia’s Foreign 
Affairs, Defence and Trade”, December 2020  
 
“A key lesson from COVID-19 is that returning to 
'business as usual' is not an option if Australia is to 
be resilient, remaining secure and prosperous in 
the face of future crises.” 

“COVID-19 has seen Australia respond effectively, 
including with novel approaches to governance—
such as National Cabinet…. Responding to the 
lessons of COVID-19 identified in this report will 
require a similar commitment to whole-of-
government, outcomes-focussed assessment and 
timely, funded implementation of novel solutions 
which will challenge the status-quo.” 

“The Committee recommends that the Australian 
Government develop specific shared objectives 
with allies and regional partners to increase global 
support for the rules-based order that underpins 
the global system of security, international 
relations and trade.” 

 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison, “Tomorrow in the 
Indo-Pacific”, Aspen Security Forum, August 2020 
 

"And we’re… taking concrete action to support our 
Pacific and Southeast Asian friends and family." 

"My visit to Vietnam last year was the first stand-
alone bilateral visit by an Australian leader in 25 
years. We agreed to increase the depth and 
breadth of the security, economic and education 
components of our relationship." 

"And as its first Dialogue Partner, Australia is 
working more closely than ever with the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, ASEAN." 

"These new networks of co-operation are 
absolutely vital. They are crucial. For trade. For 
science and technology. For defence and security. 
For people-to-people exchange. Again, to reinforce 
what Hedley Bull called the ‘international society’." 

 
2017 Foreign Policy White Paper, November 2017,  
 
“Australia must be sovereign, not reliant. We must 
take responsibility for our own security and 
prosperity while recognising we are stronger when 
sharing the burden of leadership with trusted 
partners and friends.” 

“A framework for the future demands active and 
determined diplomacy and strong partnerships to 
help advance a secure and prosperous Indo–Pacific 
and strengthen the rules-based international 
order.” 

“As competition for influence in the region grows, 
the Government will increase Australia’s efforts to 
ensure we are a leading security, economic and 
development partner for Southeast Asia.” 
 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison, “Where We Live”, 
Asialink Bloomberg Speech, June 2019  
 
“The Indo-Pacific is where we live. It is where we 
have our greatest influence and can make the 
most meaningful impact and contribution. It is the 
region that will continue to shape our prosperity, 
security and destiny.” 

“We are committed to being a leading security, 
economic and development partner for Southeast 
Asia. Our vision of the Indo-Pacific has ASEAN at its 
core.” 

“Australia is ready to play its part. We embrace 
free trade, global engagement and an 
international system where we agree rules, stick to 
them and honour our commitments. That is the 
surest path to an open, stable and prosperous 
Indo-Pacific.

https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/marise-payne/speech/australian-council-international-development
https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/marise-payne/speech/australian-council-international-development
https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/marise-payne/speech/australian-council-international-development
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/FADTandglobalpandemic/Report
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/FADTandglobalpandemic/Report
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/FADTandglobalpandemic/Report
https://www.pm.gov.au/media/address-aspen-security-forum-tomorrow-indo-pacific
https://www.pm.gov.au/media/address-aspen-security-forum-tomorrow-indo-pacific
https://www.dfat.gov.au/publications/minisite/2017-foreign-policy-white-paper/fpwhitepaper/pdf/2017-foreign-policy-white-paper.pdf
https://www.pm.gov.au/media/where-we-live-asialink-bloomberg-address
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“As competition for influence in 
the region grows, the Government 

will increase Australia’s efforts to 
ensure we are a leading security, 

economic and development 
partner for Southeast Asia.” 

FOREIGN POLICY WHITE PAPER 
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Commentary & Analysis 
Contemporary reflections on Australia’s foreign policy in Southeast Asia from leading experts and practitioners 
across development, diplomacy and defence 
 
 
Allan Gyngell, “Australia’s diplomatic ranks lack 
firepower when they need it most”, Australian 
Financial Review, August 2021 
 
“Australians at different times … have seen 
themselves as builders of the British Empire, 
representatives of a beleaguered white race in a 
sea of Asians, a pillar of the West in a global Cold 
War, a loyal American ally, a successful 
multicultural society seeking its future in the Indo-
Pacific, a model international citizen, a tribune of 
liberal democracy. All these images have helped 
fashion Australia’s role in world affairs.” 

“The question is: what comes next? … Australian 
statecraft is about to be tested and the outcome is 
far from clear.” 

“Each of the three strands that has been woven 
through the foreign policies of every Australian 
government after World War II – alliance with a 
powerful friend, engagement with the Asian 
region, and support for a global order based on 
recognised and negotiated rules – now needs to be 
reconceived.” 
 
Brendan Sargeant, “Challenges to the Australian 
Strategic Imagination”, Centre of Gravity Series, 
Strategic & Defence Studies Centre, May 2021  
 
“How are we to live in the Indo-Pacific in the 21st-
century? This is not first a question of policy or 
strategy. It is a challenge to strategic imagination”. 

“Australia faces a challenge it has never 
experienced before – a changing strategic order 
that has governed the Indo Pacific for decades 
occurring in conjunction with a change in the 
biophysical environment, of which climate change 
is the most visible manifestation.” 

“The capacity to envisage a future where we may 
have to chart a more independent and lonelier 
course, where we may have to exercise leadership 
and act with less support from a friendly hegemon, 
or where we need respond to a world where the 
strategic order is more fragmented, will be a major 
challenge to our strategic imagination.” 

“[i]f one feature of our strategic imagination is that 
geography brings security, another, perhaps 

contradictory feature is that participation in the 
world brings prosperity.” 
 
Natasha Kassam, “Fortress Australia: What are the 
Costs of Closing Ourselves off to the World?”, The 
Conversation, May 2021 
 
“As border closures have remained in effect for 15 
months and counting, there are mounting 
concerns this is having implications for Australia’s 
national character. And serious questions need to 
be asked about the message Australia is sending to 
the rest of the world by shutting everyone out.”  

“[T]ough borders have always been good politics…. 
Yet, even a pandemic borne in part by 
international connections hasn’t shaken Australia’s 
belief in globalisation… Australians have 
historically been supportive of free trade and 
immigration.” 

“Isolationism is not the only pathway to pandemic 
success.”  
 
Richard Maude, “The Transformation of Australian 
Foreign Policy: Reflections on Prime Minister 
Morrison’s Perth Speech”, Indo-Pacific Analysis 
Brief, Perth USAsia Centre, July 2021  
 
“Morrison’s Perth speech is perhaps most striking 
for its emphasis on values as a driver of Australian 
foreign policy.”  

“[N]either the United States nor Australia can 
compete in Southeast Asia – a region slowly being 
pulled closer to China – on a values platform 
alone: the region wants to be engaged and valued 
in its own right, and is utterly disinterested in a 
competition of systems.”  

“The focus must be less on shared values and 
more on ‘shared principles’ on which cooperation 
in the Indo-Pacific should be based. These will 
include respect for national sovereignty, the 
peaceful settlement of disputes, non-use of 
coercion and respect for international law, 
especially in the UN Convention on the Law of the 
Sea. The right narrative needs to be matched with 
more of the patient, long-term work that will build 
Australia’s influence, diversify trade and forge 
genuine partnerships in developing Asia.”  

https://www.afr.com/policy/foreign-affairs/australia-s-diplomatic-ranks-lack-firepower-when-they-need-it-most-20210810-p58hn9
https://www.afr.com/policy/foreign-affairs/australia-s-diplomatic-ranks-lack-firepower-when-they-need-it-most-20210810-p58hn9
http://sdsc.bellschool.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2021-05/centre-of-gravity-58-challenges-to-australias-strategic-imagination.pdf
http://sdsc.bellschool.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2021-05/centre-of-gravity-58-challenges-to-australias-strategic-imagination.pdf
https://theconversation.com/fortress-australia-what-are-the-costs-of-closing-ourselves-off-to-the-world-160612
https://theconversation.com/fortress-australia-what-are-the-costs-of-closing-ourselves-off-to-the-world-160612
https://perthusasia.edu.au/PerthUSAsia/media/Perth_USAsia/Events/PU-216-V25-Maude-WEB_Fx.pdf
https://perthusasia.edu.au/PerthUSAsia/media/Perth_USAsia/Events/PU-216-V25-Maude-WEB_Fx.pdf
https://perthusasia.edu.au/PerthUSAsia/media/Perth_USAsia/Events/PU-216-V25-Maude-WEB_Fx.pdf
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Caitlin Byrne, “Securing the ‘Rules-Based Order’ in 
the Indo–Pacific: The Significance of Strategic 
Narrative”, Security Challenges, August 2020 
   
“The contest to influence narrative is a test of 
leadership. Leadership matters more in times of 
crisis, strategic vulnerability and when 
international conditions are fluid. That time is 
now. Yet, it is also a test of diplomacy in its many 
forms — traditional and public, external and 
domestic — to engage with conventional and less 
conventional audiences.” 
 
Michael Wesley, “Beijing Calling: How China is 
Testing the Alliance”, Australian Foreign Affairs, 
February 2020 
   
“The new challenge of Asia for Australia… is not 
military but diplomatic and developmental. China 
is wealthy and powerful, but this does not make its 
domination of Asia inevitable, or guarantee that 
other countries in the region will orient 
themselves towards it. The Australia–US goal in 
Asia is to convince China’s neighbours that it is 
possible to retain their strategic independence 
even as they remain tied economically to the 
region’s largest economy.”  

“To do this, we need a greater investment in 
diplomacy and development assistance, not cuts 
to these resources.”  
 
Hervé Lemahieu, “The Case for Australia to Step 
Up in Southeast Asia”, Brookings Report, October 
2020 
 
“The resilience of developing Southeast Asia 
functions as the protective membrane for 
Australia’s own prosperity and security.” 

“[M]isaligned expectations have complicated the 
potential for a broad-based consensus needed to 
sustain Australia’s Indo-Pacific strategy in the 
region. This is often driven in both directions by a 
failure to understand, or simply the urge to gloss 
over, fundamental differences in identities, 
temperaments, priorities, and alignments between 
Australia and its Southeast Asian counterparts.” 

“In the wake of the coronavirus pandemic, 
Canberra should prioritize an outward-looking and 
ambitious Indo-Pacific strategy rather than risk 
withdrawing into a pessimistic and defensive 
regional posture.” 
 
Grant Wyeth, “Australia’s Southeast Asian Step 
Down”, The Diplomat, March 2020  

“For all its wealth, Australia remains a limited 
power … therefore needs to make hard choices 
about how it uses its capabilities. Yet even with 
the resources it does have, Australia under-
extends itself.” 

“If the shifting geopolitical landscape in the Indo-
Pacific leads to relative decline in U.S. power in the 
region, then Australia will be required to do more 
of the heavy lifting to protect the region’s norms. 
The most important component will be building 
trust and mutual perspectives with other 
countries, particularly with Southeast Asian states 
that may be inclined to acquiesce to revisionism… 
Yet for Australia to also step up in Southeast Asia it 
will first need to step out of its shell.”  

“To facilitate a more engaged diplomatic reach, 
Australia will need to take a more holistic 
approach to its foreign policy and understand the 
domestic initiatives that could increase the 
country’s capabilities…. And, of course, Australia 
needs an enhancement of Asia literacy within its 
population to bridge the cultural divide Australia 
has in its region.” 
 
Melissa Conley Tyler, “Can 2021 still be Australia’s 
Year of South East Asia?”, The Strategist, February 
2021  
 
“At the start of 2020, consultations for a new 
international development policy were full of 
voices worrying that Australia was stepping away 
from Southeast Asia following its Pacific step-up 
announcement. But by year’s end, the government 
had announced significant funding for a variety of 
projects across Southeast Asian nations.” 

“The biggest and most immediate factors in 
Australia’s Southeast Asia refocus have been the 
challenges posed by Covid-19 and China. The scale 
of damage across the region wrought by the 
pandemic has been profound and has made it 
impossible to argue that Southeast Asia somehow 
no longer needs Australia’s support…. At the same 
time, the rise of China and its influence in 
Southeast Asia have made clear that Australia 
can’t ignore its region in the face of intensifying 
great-power competition.” 

“If Australia wants to have deep relationships in 
Southeast Asia, it has to invest. Australia can offer 
tangible, practical programs in areas where it has 
capability … development cooperation shows off 
positive Australian traits like pragmatism and 
problem-solving.”

https://research-repository.griffith.edu.au/bitstream/handle/10072/398284/Byrne445764Published.pdf?sequence=5&isAllowed=y
https://research-repository.griffith.edu.au/bitstream/handle/10072/398284/Byrne445764Published.pdf?sequence=5&isAllowed=y
https://research-repository.griffith.edu.au/bitstream/handle/10072/398284/Byrne445764Published.pdf?sequence=5&isAllowed=y
https://www.australianforeignaffairs.com/articles/extract/2020/02/beijing-calling
https://www.australianforeignaffairs.com/articles/extract/2020/02/beijing-calling
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-case-for-australia-to-step-up-in-southeast-asia/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-case-for-australia-to-step-up-in-southeast-asia/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/03/australias-southeast-asian-step-down/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/03/australias-southeast-asian-step-down/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/can-2021-still-be-australias-year-of-southeast-asia/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/can-2021-still-be-australias-year-of-southeast-asia/
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Richard Moore, “Rising Risk and Opportunity in 
Southeast Asia Require Reassessment and 
Response”, International Development Policy 
Review Submission, 2020 
 
“South East Asia is the weak link in Australia's 
development and diplomatic stance.” 

“While there are rising opportunities on our 
doorstep, there are also major risks if South East 
Asia becomes stuck in 'the middle-income trap', or 
detours towards autocracy. The region has been a 
driver of global development for decades, but the 
tide has turned.” 

“The economic, security and diplomatic benefits to 
Australia of moving these people into the Asian 
middle class locates South East Asian development 
at the nexus of Australian interests. Despite this, 
we barely make the top ten development partners 
in a majority of ASEAN countries.” 

“The development program is a key means of 
building deep links, regional knowledge and 
strategic engagement and policy influence. It 
offers a unique opportunity to join up our strategic 
interests with those of our neighbours…. We need 
to create a vision for the South East Asian region 
and push it forward in practical as well as 
rhetorical ways.” 
 
Huong Le Thu, “Australia Should Bet on Digital 
Engagement with Southeast Asia”, The Strategist, 
2021 
 
“Despite a shrinking aid budget, Australia can still 
make a valuable contribution if it invests smartly 
and generously in Southeast Asia’s future and 
focuses on areas in which it has expertise and 
experience. The best way to offset the asymmetry 
is for Australia to bet on digital and tech 
diplomacy.” 

“Australia should adopt a comprehensive and long-
term strategy that would modernise its traditional 
diplomacy and would effectively support the 
region’s resilience to cyberattacks, address its 
immediate needs and invest in its growing 
potential.” 

“Australia can make a significant contribution in 
bridging gaps between different countries’ digital 
capabilities.” 

“A tailored strategy would harness the talents of 
the next generations of Southeast Asians and 
extend the reach of Australian dollars by allocating 
them in an area where a true difference can be 
made.” 
 
Robert Glasser, “The Rapidly Emerging Crisis on 
our Doorstep”, Australian Strategic Policy Institute, 
April 2021  
 
“[w]ithin a decade, as the climate continues to 
warm, the relatively benign strategic environment 
in Maritime Southeast Asia - a region of crucial 
importance to Australia - will begin unravelling.” 

“[d]isruptive climate events (individually, 
concurrently, or consecutively) can cause 
cascading, security-relevant impacts, such as 
disruptions of critical supply chains, galvanized 
separatist movements, climate refugees, 
opportunistic intervention by outside powers, 
political instability, and conflict.” 

“Australia should identify priority investments to 
scale-up the capability within Defence, Foreign 
Affairs, the intelligence agencies, Home Affairs and 
other key agencies to recognise and respond to 
emerging regional climate impacts, including by 
supporting our regional neighbours to build their 
climate resilience.” 
 
Melissa Crouch, “Southeast Asia Democracies in 
Declining Health Amid Covid-19”, The Interpreter, 
July 2020  
   
“Before the pandemic, many observers discussed 
and debated the illiberal turn in Southeast Asia... 
Covid-19 will exacerbate this trend.”  

“[G]overnment power has been used at the 
expense of human rights. More than just 
lockdowns and curfews, citizens have been 
targeted with criminal charges for criticising the 
government’s handling of the crisis…Unlike other 
parts of the world, the courts are less active – or 
absent altogether – as a check and balance on 
executive power. 

 “This crisis of democracy presents a serious 
challenge, and Australia must support those in the 
region working to reverse the decline.”

  

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australia-should-bet-on-digital-engagement-with-southeast-asia/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australia-should-bet-on-digital-engagement-with-southeast-asia/
https://www.aspi.org.au/index.php/report/rapidly-emerging-crisis-our-doorstep
https://www.aspi.org.au/index.php/report/rapidly-emerging-crisis-our-doorstep
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/southeast-asian-democracies-declining-health-amid-covid-19
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/southeast-asian-democracies-declining-health-amid-covid-19
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 ADDENDUM 

INTERNATIONAL COMPARISONS  

United States  
National Security Guidance, 2021 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/03/03/interim-national-

security-strategic-guidance/ 

Remarks by President Biden on America’s Place in the World, 2021 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/02/04/remarks-by-president-

biden-on-americas-place-in-the-world/ 

 

China 

China’s International Development Cooperation in the New Era, 2021 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-01/10/c_139655400.htm  

 

Japan 

Free and Open Indo-Pacific documents, 2016-2020 

https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/page25e_000278.html  

 

United Kingdom 

Global Britain in a competitive age: The Integrated Review of Security, 

Defence, Development and Foreign Policy, 2021 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/global-britain-in-a-competitive-age-the-integrated-

review-of-security-defence-development-and-foreign-policy 

 

European Union 

EU Strategy for cooperation in the Indo-Pacific, 2021 

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7914-2021-INIT/en/pdf 

 

France  

France’s Indo-Pacific Strategy, 2018 

https://au.ambafrance.org/IMG/pdf/en_indopacifique_web_cle0f44b5.pdf?13678/a892c4f93ab0687 

 

Germany  

Policy guidelines for the Indo-Pacific region, 2020 

https://rangun.diplo.de/blob/2380824/a27b62057f2d2675ce2bbfc5be01099a/policy-guidelines-

summary-data.pdf  

 

Netherlands  

Indo-Pacific: Guidelines for strengthening Dutch and EU cooperation with partners in Asia, 2020 

https://www.government.nl/documents/publications/2020/11/13/indo-pacific-guidelines  

  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/03/03/interim-national-security-strategic-guidance/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/03/03/interim-national-security-strategic-guidance/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/02/04/remarks-by-president-biden-on-americas-place-in-the-world/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/02/04/remarks-by-president-biden-on-americas-place-in-the-world/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-01/10/c_139655400.htm
https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/page25e_000278.html
https://rangun.diplo.de/blob/2380824/a27b62057f2d2675ce2bbfc5be01099a/policy-guidelines-summary-data.pdf
https://rangun.diplo.de/blob/2380824/a27b62057f2d2675ce2bbfc5be01099a/policy-guidelines-summary-data.pdf
https://www.government.nl/documents/publications/2020/11/13/indo-pacific-guidelines
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“We are going through incredibly difficult 
times in which the livelihood and lives of 

our people are under threat by the 
COVID-19 pandemic while the economic 

and social life is in disarray.” 
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Policy Foundations 
Policy documents, ministerial speeches and statements from Southeast Asian leaders 

 

ASEAN, “ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific”, 2019 

“The Asia-Pacific and Indian Ocean regions are 
amongst the most dynamic in the world as well as 
centers of economic growth for decades. As a 
result, these regions continue to experience 
geopolitical and geostrategic shifts... On the one 
hand, the economic growth of the region opens up 
possibilities of cooperation to alleviate poverty 
and elevate living standards of millions of people. 
On the other hand, the rise of material powers, i.e. 
economic and military, requires avoiding the 
deepening of mistrust, miscalculation, and 
patterns of behaviour based on a zero-sum game.” 

“ASEAN Outlook on the Indo- Pacific envisioned by 
ASEAN consists of the following key elements: 

• A perspective of viewing the Asia-Pacific and 
Indian Ocean regions, not as contiguous 
territorial spaces but as a closely integrated 
and interconnected region, with ASEAN 
playing a central and strategic role; 

• An Indo-Pacific region of dialogue and 
cooperation instead of rivalry 

• An Indo-Pacific region of development and 
prosperity for all; 

• The importance of the maritime domain and 
perspective in the evolving regional 
architecture.” 
 

Remarks by H.E. Nguyen Xuan Phuc, Prime 
Minister of Vietnam at the Opening Ceremony of 
the 37th ASEAN Summit, November 2020 
 
“We are going through incredibly difficult times in 
which the livelihood and lives of our people are 
under threat by the COVID-19 pandemic while the 
economic and social life is in disarray, and further 
aggravated by severe natural disasters, storms, 
floods and droughts.” 

“Being fully aware of the opportunities and 
challenges facing our region, ASEAN, in the spirit of 
self-reliance, has been of sound mind and 
steadfast in pursuing a balanced and harmonious 
approach so as to maintain its centrality without 
being swayed or drawn into the regional and 
international maelstroms.” 

“ASEAN Community’s identity and solidarity need 
to be upheld in this time of trial and tribulation.” 
 
H.R.H. Hassan Bolkiah, Sultan of Brunei 
Darussalam at the Handing over Ceremony of the 
ASEAN Chairmanship, November 2020 
 
“Integration, unity and solidarity, have and must 
continue to be, the foundation of our relations. In 
today's polarised world, ASEAN must continue to 
advance together... First, caring for our people and 
each other's well-being. Second, preparing for 
future opportunities and challenges. Third, 
prospering together as a unified region. It is in this 
spirit, that Brunei Darussalam's theme for its 
Chairmanship next year will be "We Care, We 
Prepare, We Prosper".” 
 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, “The Endangered 
Asian Century America, China, and the Perils of 
Confrontation”, July 2020 

“An Asian century is neither inevitable nor 
foreordained…. The prospect of an Asian century – 
will depend greatly on whether the United States 
and China can over-come their differences, build 
mutual trust, and work constructively to uphold a 
stable and peaceful international order.” 

“Their capacity for cooperation that is the true test 
of statecraft, and it will determine whether 
humanity makes progress on global problems such 
as climate change, nuclear proliferation, and the 
spread of infectious diseases. The Covid-19 
pandemic is a stark reminder of how vital it is for 
countries to work together.” 

Lao PDR Chairman’s Statement, First ASEAN-
Australia Biennial Summit, September 2016 

“The ASEAN Leaders … were pleased to note the 
steady progress achieved in the dialogue relations 
between ASEAN and Australia over the past forty-
two years and looked forward to enhancing the 
ASEAN-Australia strategic partnership 
encompassing the areas of political-security, 
economic, socio-cultural and development 
cooperation.” 

https://www.asean2019.go.th/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/11c49cba41666e4b9e5d4255186f2923-1.pdf
https://www.asean2020.vn/xem-chi-tiet1/-/asset_publisher/ynfWm23dDfpd/content/opening-remarks-by-h-e-mr-nguyen-xuan-phuc-prime-minister-of-viet-nam-at-the-opening-ceremony-of-the-37th-asean-summit
https://www.asean2020.vn/xem-chi-tiet1/-/asset_publisher/ynfWm23dDfpd/content/opening-remarks-by-h-e-mr-nguyen-xuan-phuc-prime-minister-of-viet-nam-at-the-opening-ceremony-of-the-37th-asean-summit
https://www.asean2020.vn/xem-chi-tiet1/-/asset_publisher/ynfWm23dDfpd/content/opening-remarks-by-h-e-mr-nguyen-xuan-phuc-prime-minister-of-viet-nam-at-the-opening-ceremony-of-the-37th-asean-summit
https://asean2021.bn/asean-brunei-2021/his-majesty's-remarks
https://asean2021.bn/asean-brunei-2021/his-majesty's-remarks
https://asean2021.bn/asean-brunei-2021/his-majesty's-remarks
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/asia/2020-06-04/lee-hsien-loong-endangered-asian-century
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/asia/2020-06-04/lee-hsien-loong-endangered-asian-century
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/asia/2020-06-04/lee-hsien-loong-endangered-asian-century
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/100-1.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/100-1.pdf
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“The ASEAN Leaders also appreciated Australia’s 
continued support for ASEAN’s unity and centrality 
in the evolving regional architecture through 
ASEAN-led mechanisms.” 

“We expressed our appreciation for Australia’s 
support and contribution in strengthening 
counter-terrorism cooperation in the region…. We 
also expressed appreciation for Australia’s 
continuous support in enhancing cooperation in 
the field of immigration.” 

“The ASEAN Leaders welcomed the extension of 
the ASEAN Australia Development Cooperation 
Program…. We noted the role of the Agreement 
Establishing the ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand 
Free Trade Area (AANZFTA) in deepening 
Australia’s economic engagement with ASEAN.”  

“We recognised the great importance of youth 
development in ASEAN and welcomed Australia’s 
New Colombo Plan initiative to promote people-
to-people exchanges” 

Joint Statement of the ASEAN-Australia Special 
Summit, The Sydney Declaration, March 2018 

“This Summit reaffirms that we are partners with a 
vital stake in a dynamic region undergoing major 
changes. We commit to intensify our shared work 
to shape a secure and prosperous region for our 
people.”  

“We reaffirm our commitment to ASEAN’s central 
role in the evolving rules-based regional 
architecture that is open, transparent, inclusive, 
and promotes stability and prosperity through 
ASEAN-led mechanisms.” 

“As highly trade-oriented economies, we reaffirm 
our support to enhance trade and investment as 
well as resisting all forms of protectionism to 
improve regional development and prosperity."  

“With cyber technology becoming a central 
enabler in the economy, we commit to deepening 
cooperation on cybersecurity and digital trade 
issues. We have a shared commitment to promote 
an open, secure, stable, accessible and peaceful 
ICT environment consistent with each state’s 
respective domestic laws and regulations." 

HE Joko Widodo, President of Indonesia “Speech 
to Australian Parliament”, February 2020 

“Indonesia and Australia are destined to be close 
neighbours. We cannot choose our neighbours. 
We have to choose to be friends. Australia is 
Indonesia's closest friend.” 

“In the midst of enormous challenges, Indonesia 
and Australia must focus on strengthening our 
partnership. First, we must continue to advocate 
the values of democracy, human rights, tolerance 
and diversity…. Second, Indonesia and Australia 
must reinforce open, free and fair economic 
principles.” 

“Third, Indonesia and Australia must become the 
anchors for development partners in the Pacific 
region…. Indonesia and Australia must become 
true friends for countries in the Pacific region, 
collaborating as development partners, addressing 
the impacts of climate change, alleviating poverty 
and social inequality, and creating new centres of 
economic growth in the Pacific region.” 

“Fourth, we must work together to protect the 
environment… to commit to lowering carbon 
emissions and to develop renewable energy and 
other green technologies.” 

Foreign Affairs Secretary Teodoro L. Locsin Jr, 
Philippine Intervention at ASEAN Post-ministerial 
Conference Session with Australia, August 2021 

“Australia is one of our oldest Dialogue Partners, a 
close neighbor in the region, indeed it is in the 
region; and a robust partner in combating COVID-
19 and building back better as we say whistling in 
the dark. We’ve ventured to call it more, with the 
indulgence of my ASEAN colleagues: Australia is 
the anchor of ASEAN, hanging down there as a 
steadying force in the rising and ebbing 
geopolitical tides; rounding out our geographical 
distinctiveness, security, and the felicity of 
Southeast Asia.” 

 

 

 

https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Joint-Statement-of-the-ASEAN-Australia-Special-Summit-Sydney-Declaration-FINAL.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Hansard/Hansard_Display?bid=chamber/hansardr/be8a2537-4a84-4dc2-b27b-28f392b06329/&sid=0000
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Hansard/Hansard_Display?bid=chamber/hansardr/be8a2537-4a84-4dc2-b27b-28f392b06329/&sid=0000
https://dfa.gov.ph/dfa-news/events/54th-asean-ministerial-meeting/29328-philippine-intervention-delivered-by-foreign-affairs-secretary-teodoro-l-locsin-jr-during-the-asean-post-ministerial-conference-session-with-australia
https://dfa.gov.ph/dfa-news/events/54th-asean-ministerial-meeting/29328-philippine-intervention-delivered-by-foreign-affairs-secretary-teodoro-l-locsin-jr-during-the-asean-post-ministerial-conference-session-with-australia
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Commentary and Analysis  
Data and contemporary reflections from leading Southeast Asian experts and practitioners 
  

 

Asian Development Bank, “Renewed Outbreaks 
and Divergent Recoveries”, July 2021  

“Recovery continues to gain momentum in 
developing Asia, but recent outbreaks of COVID-
19, driven in part by new variants, drag on growth 
in several economies…. Vaccine rollouts are 
progressing in many economies, but developing 
Asia is still far from achieving herd immunity.”  

“The 2021 GDP growth forecast for Southeast Asia 
is cut from 4.4% in ADO 2021 to 4.0% because of 
mobility restrictions re-imposed to combat a 
COVID-19 resurgence across the region. … The 
GDP growth forecast for 2022 is revised up slightly 
from 5.1% to 5.2%, reflecting higher vaccination 
coverage expected by next year.” 

The Asia Foundation, Civil Society in Southeast 
Asia during Covid-19: Responding and Evolving 
Under Pressure, September 2020 

“Throughout Southeast Asia, like so many other 
parts of public life, civil society is struggling to 
function effectively under lockdowns, movement 
restrictions, and the impacts of multiple crises – 
health, economic, employment and education.” 

“Civil society is clearly making an important 
contribution to delivering basic supplies, essential 
services, and vital information to citizens but often 
that is when governments fail to do so.” 

James Gomez, COVID-19 Accelerates Democratic 
Regression in Southeast Asia, Australian Outlook, 
December 2020 

“Over the past two decades, governments have 
repeatedly taken opportunities during crises to 
deepen their authority.” 

“As COVID-19 subsides, the inexorable heightened 
state surveillance will be the latest authoritarian 
residue to afflict Southeast Asia. Civil society needs 
to prevent these authoritarian “residues” from 
building up in order to reverse the regression of 
democracy in Southeast Asia.” 

EABER, “An Asian Strategy for Recovery and 
Reconstruction after Covid-19”, June 2020 

“Asian nations should proactively coordinate 
financial, trade, public health and food security 
policies to avoid prolonged economic stagnation 
and international disruption from the COVID-19 
pandemic…. Experience needs to be pooled and 
support mobilised for managing the fiscal 
dimensions of social and economic lockdown 
strategies in different countries.” 

“ASEAN should lead collective Asian action to 
implement this agenda through its ASEAN+3 and 
ASEAN+6 groupings, engaging the East Asian 
Summit countries, including the United States, and 
the APEC and G20 forums, while stepping up to 
lead reforms in the WTO and IMF.” 

Bilahari Kausikan, Southeast Asia in the Age of 
Great Power Rivalry, Foreign Affairs, March 2021 

“Southeast Asia is the epicenter of the competition 
between China and the United States.” 

“There is a strong tendency to view the region in 
binary terms: if the region is not ‘free’, it is ‘red’; if 
democracy is not advancing, it must be in retreat; 
if ASEAN does not embrace the United States, it is 
in danger of being captured by China. This 
simplistic attitude has led to several policy failures, 
including, most disastrously, the Vietnam War.” 

“China's size and economic weight no doubt stoke 
anxieties among its Southeast Asian neighbours, 
worries that have been accentuated by the 
aggressive foreign policy of President Xi Jinping. 
But those concerns must be weighed against the 
necessity of maintaining political and economic 
ties with Asia's biggest power. No country in 
Southeast Asia will accept an exclusive relationship 
with China or the United States or any other 
power. No country will pick a side.” 

“States can and do compete and cooperate 
simultaneously.” 

 

https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/715491/ado-supplement-july-2021.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/715491/ado-supplement-july-2021.pdf
https://asiafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/GovAsia-1.1-Civil-society-in-Southeast-Asia-during-the-COVID-19-pandemic.pdf
https://asiafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/GovAsia-1.1-Civil-society-in-Southeast-Asia-during-the-COVID-19-pandemic.pdf
https://asiafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/GovAsia-1.1-Civil-society-in-Southeast-Asia-during-the-COVID-19-pandemic.pdf
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/covid-19-accelerates-democratic-regression-in-southeast-asia/
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/covid-19-accelerates-democratic-regression-in-southeast-asia/
https://eaber.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/post_covid19_asia_strategy_1.pdf
https://eaber.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/post_covid19_asia_strategy_1.pdf
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/reviews/review-essay/2021-02-16/arena
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/reviews/review-essay/2021-02-16/arena


 

Asia Pacific Development, Diplomacy and Defence Dialogue 

 

4 

Nurliana Kamaruddin, US-China Rivalries: What 
matters for ASEAN, The Interpreter, July 2021  

“ASEAN member countries do not see US-China 
rivalry as a debate between ‘democratic’ states 
versus ‘authoritarian’ states – rather, for them, it is 
a matter of ensuring survival. Because in any 
conflict between these two major powers, the 
losers, inevitably, will always be the small, weaker 
countries caught in the middle.” 

“If the major powers seem set on competition, the 
ASEAN member countries will continue to hedge 
and make foreign policy decisions based on their 
interests and immediate perceived benefits.” 

“What ASEAN as a region requires is help from all 
the major powers. Surviving and recovering from 
the ravages of the Covid-19 pandemic will be the 
focus for Southeast Asia for the foreseeable 
future.” 

Sarah Teo, Can Australia be One of Us?, Australian 
Foreign Affairs, April 2019  

“Australia’s status as an Asian country depends on 
which nation is asked, and about which issues: 
demographics, security, economics, contributions 
to aid, regional memberships…. While Australia’s 
place in the region is often ambiguous, it is still 
generally perceived as an outsider to Asia, with 
stronger cultural and political ties to the Western 
world.” 

“There is no doubt that Australia’s links to Asia will 
expand in the years to come, both in terms of 
demographics and politics. Ultimately, its future 
status and identity in the region will depend on 
how it interprets its place in Asia, and how it 
reflects this interpretation through its policies – 
and whether this alters perceptions among its 
Asian neighbours.” 

Shahriman Lockman, The Australian-US Alliance: 
Views from the Region, United States Studies 
Centre, August 2021 

“Southeast Asians will never quite understand the 
depth of the relationship between Australia and 
the US and as a result they will make quick 
conclusions about Australia and America.” 

Evan A. Laksmana, The Australian-US Alliance: 
Views from the Region, United States Studies 
Centre, August 2021 

“The downside of the alliance from Indonesia’s 
standpoint is that Australia will always be seen as 

part of the US efforts to challenge China, for good 
or for bad.” 

“The more Australia tries to expand the strategical 
usefulness or utility of the alliance the more the 
region is hesitant to embrace the idea that the 
alliance supports the rules based order.”  

“If we accept that Australia will never be fully 
independent and no matter what Australia does 
there will always be some hesitancy in the region 
... then what’s left is figuring out some of the low-
key initiatives … of building practical cooperation.” 

Lina Alexandra, Building Stronger Relations 
Between Australia and ASEAN, La Trobe Asia, June 
2021 

“The relationship could meet some hurdles. First, 
the recent slash of Australia’s Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade budget … Furthermore, 
Australia’s Official Development Assistance (ODA) 
will only receive AUD$4 billion for the 2020-21 
period, down AUD$44 million from 2019-20.” 

“As much as Southeast Asian countries are 
concerned by China’s behavior in the region, it is 
viewed as too powerful and too costly to confront 
and they do not want to aggravate a potential 
partner. In this context, Australia’s vision to 
implement ‘rules-based order’ should be pursued 
through extensive dialogue with Southeast Asia 
counterparts by strengthening force. Southeast 
Asian countries do not want attention in the 
region simply to be because of the ‘China factor’, 
but based on building genuine relations to 
understand its closest neighbours better.” 

Chen Chen Lee, Australia-Singapore Relations and 
the Rules-Based Order, La Trobe Asia, June 2020 

“Australia and Singapore are natural partners and 
see eye to eye on many issues including the 
importance of an open rules based and inclusive 
multilateral trading system.” 

“This relationship has only grown as evinced by the 
establishment of the Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership in 2015, a broad-ranging agreement 
that seeks to deepen engagement across five 
pillars: economics and trade, defence and foreign 
affairs, people-to-people, science and innovation, 
and digital economy.” 

“The COVID-19 pandemic crisis has provided 
greater impetus for Australia and Singapore to 
work more closely together.” 

 

 

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/us-china-rivalries-what-matters-asean
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/us-china-rivalries-what-matters-asean
https://www.australianforeignaffairs.com/articles/extract/2019/04/can-australia-be-one-of-us
https://www.ussc.edu.au/events/the-australia-us-alliance-views-from-the-region
https://www.ussc.edu.au/events/the-australia-us-alliance-views-from-the-region
https://www.ussc.edu.au/events/the-australia-us-alliance-views-from-the-region
https://www.ussc.edu.au/events/the-australia-us-alliance-views-from-the-region
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/news/announcements/2021/building-stronger-relations-between-australia-and-asean
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/news/announcements/2021/building-stronger-relations-between-australia-and-asean
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/news/announcements/2021/australia-singapore-relations-and-the-rules-based-order
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/news/announcements/2021/australia-singapore-relations-and-the-rules-based-order
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Yawee Butrkrawee, Thailand Protests While 
Australia Watched from the Side-lines, La Trobe 
Asia, May 2021  

“Foreign dignitaries have expressed concerns over 
Thailand’s democratic backsliding…. 
Unfortunately, Australia is nowhere near to this 
issue in its Track II Diplomacy. So far Australia has 
been eerily silent on what is transpiring in 
Thailand. Worse, it comes across as being 
insensitive to the domestic audiences.” 

“The Thailand example showcases Australia’s 
country level engagement in Southeast Asia. It is 
mainly elite based and out of touch with 
democratic front liners in the country.” 

Charmaine Misalucha-Willoughby, Australia and 
the Philippines – Prospects for Engagement, La 
Trobe Asia, June 2021 

“The two most interesting findings germane to the 
Australia-Philippine bilateral relationship are the 
perceived national security issues on one hand, 
and the preferred security partner-countries on 
the other. The top three pressing national security 
issues were the COVID-19 pandemic, terrorism and 
violent extremism, and the communist insurgency. 
The fact that terrorism is still high on the list 
indicates that the focus of the Australia-Philippine 
security cooperation is where it should be.”  

“Thus, at the bilateral level, the Australia-
Philippine relationship can continue its steady 
pace by paying even closer attention to domestic 
politics. The pieces are falling into place as 2022 
nears and the comprehensive partnership needs to 
remain nimble if it aims to continue to be 
relevant.” 

Thomas Daniel, Malaysia-Australia ties raised to 
comprehensive strategic partnership, ISIS 
Malaysia, January 2021 

“Both countries have recognised that multilateral 
partnerships are essential in managing the ongoing 
pandemic and its long-term effects. Both are also 
cognisant of the importance of a peaceful, 
prosperous and rules-based Asia Pacific, and seek 
to work within existing regional mechanisms to 
ensure that the region can endure the worst 
excesses of both the US and China, whose strategic 
rivalry is unlikely to abate anytime soon.”   

 

 

“2021 will also see Malaysia playing the role of 
country coordinator for Australia in ASEAN... One 
particular issue that was recently raised by 
Malaysia’s Foreign Minister at the ASEAN Foreign 
Minister’s retreat included the prioritising a 
bilateral and multilateral response to rising mental 
health challenges resulting from the pandemic.” 

“As both countries move forward in this 
comprehensive strategic partnership, it is essential 
to keep in mind that the relationship, while long 
and provident, could fall victim to the risks of 
assumed familiarity... Thus, constant, and frank 
engagement, is essential. Fortunately, it is 
something that has been, for the most part, a 
tangible part of the relationship.” 

Dr Evi Fitriani, Why Leadership Matters in the 
Indonesia-Australia Relationship, La Trobe Asia, 
June 2021 

“Indonesia and Australia have the choice to be 
inward looking or neighbourly. In the time of the 
pandemic, the two neighbouring countries seem 
to be trapped in a common dilemma in 
international relations: on one side, wanting to 
maintain the momentum of good relations 
deepened previously by President Joko Widodo 
and former PM Malcolm Turnbull, but on the other 
side, compelled to take pragmatic moves and 
clutching to reliable partners – and finding out that 
they do not belong to each other’s reliable clubs.” 

“Future generation in both countries need to be 
educated to respect differences and to control 
bias, as well as to find better ways to collaborate.” 

 

https://www.latrobe.edu.au/news/announcements/2021/thailand-protests-while-australia-watches-from-the-sidelines
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/news/announcements/2021/thailand-protests-while-australia-watches-from-the-sidelines
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/news/announcements/2021/australia-and-the-philippines-prospects-for-engagement
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/news/announcements/2021/australia-and-the-philippines-prospects-for-engagement
https://www.isis.org.my/2021/01/28/malaysia-australia-ties-raised-to-comprehensive-strategic-partnership/
https://www.isis.org.my/2021/01/28/malaysia-australia-ties-raised-to-comprehensive-strategic-partnership/
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/news/announcements/2021/why-leadership-matters-in-the-indonesia-australia-relationship
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/news/announcements/2021/why-leadership-matters-in-the-indonesia-australia-relationship
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“As far as your neighbours are not doing well, your country 
and your security and your development is also at risk.” 

 

“Countries don’t want to choose, they don’t want 
to be forced to pick between one or the other.”  

Selected quotes drawn from AP4D online dialogue with  
15 experts based in six Southeast Asian countries on 31 August.  

Discussions will be used to inform AP4D research. 

“Having a longer-term perspective 
is really key.”  

“The frame of reference has to be what's beneficial 
to the countries in the region, design your 

approach around that.”  

“Don't look at Southeast Asia from just a prism 
of power competition between US and China.”  

“The issues are shared issues. The region has passed 
beyond being the recipient.”  


