
 
       High School Addition 

 
 Transportation of students was of concern to parents.  Messrs. White and Lee of 
the Roosevelt School appeared before the Board and asked for some means of 
conveyance of students beyond the two-mile limit on the White-Ames Road.  No decision 
was reached.  Roosevelt patrons repeated their appeal a year later but the 1926-27 budget 
had already been adopted. 
 It seemed that the directors’ main concern at this time was housing students.  A 
drafting room for manual arts was fitted up in the GAR building.  That elegant new high 
school was already crowded.  A two-room portable was moved to Garfield.  The tower at 
Garfield was taken down and the roof was mended. 
 Kindergarten, established at the request of the PTA City Council, operated with 
half-day sessions at Washington and Lincoln.  Miss Apple was hired as teacher in 1925.  
The following year a full-day session was held at Lincoln.  In July, 1925, the Baptist 
Church building at Harrison and Rogers was rented for Westside kindergarten classes.  
Kindergarten was discontinued in 1927. 
 Stevens Field was of concern to those supporting athletics.  The Kiwanis Club 
Committee was interested in a grandstand.  Breckner wanted a hedge.  Martin Miller and 
Leland P. Brown desired a 220-cinder track, and after high school students had 
contributed $250 toward the cost, the track was built. 
 In 1928, the City of Olympia was granted permission to place a water tank on 
Stevens Field.  The agreement included the provision that water would be supplied for 
use on the field. 
 The Olympia schools have attracted and have held some of the finest educators to 
be found anywhere.  During the 1920’s  and the 1930’s these were some of the talented 
teachers who taught large classes:  M.W. Rockney, Elizabeth Macleary, Glenna Troy, 
Hazel Loomis, R.P. Burke, Dewey Noblitt, Winnifred Werner, Stan Wynstra, Ted 
Wynstra, Faye and Xerphia Spencer, Leslie DeLong, Marion Haycox, Harold Potts, 
Ernest Suko, Walter Ingle, Amelia Dittman, Ida Winters, Roy Mohrmann, Ira Loree, 
Defore Cramblitt, John Koenig, Forrest Beck, Frank A. Hunt, Edna Von Readen, C.E. 
Becker, Henry Gaines, Elizabeth Matheson, Mary Rose McDonald, Elva Uhler. 
 In January, 1926, Joseph Wohleb was asked to prepare plans for an addition to the 
high school after the voters approved an $180,000 bond issue.  There were 1,279 votes 
with 1,066 yes votes.  Bids totaled 188,066. 
 At this time high school classes were being held in the American Legion 
Auditorium, The UMCA gym, the two-room portable and the GAR building. 
 In June, 1926, Glenn A.T. Powell replaced Dr. Partlow as director, joining W.W. 
Mainier and Frances Walthew.  Three months later, Mrs. Walthew resigned due to illness 
and Edward C. Dohm was appointed. 
 Mrs. H.E. Ownes, F.R. McMurry, Mrs. Jas. Vanderveer, Mrs. Harold Ebbutt, Mrs. 
Ben Dodge, E. Gantenbein and Mrs. C.S. Ball of PTA groups protested the sale of candy 
in school cafeterias.  The School Board decided not to support the “cavity crowd” and 
decreed that no candy would be sold. 
 The Board concerned itself with: rules for the use of public school buildings by 
the public; claims for attendance of students residing in districts; replacement of 
antiquated unsanitary toilets at Garfield; substitution of hog fuel for cordwood in school 
furnaces; selling $170,000 in bonds; and hiring teachers in lower salary ranges.  Teachers 
were remaining with the district and their salaries were going up as scheduled. 



 In 1926, Superintendent Breckner presented a list of teachers and principals 
recommended for re-election and salaries according to schedule.   He offered separate 
recommendations for M.W. Rockey, Forrest Beck, Stanley Summers and Martin miller:  
“They are four of the most valuable men that this school district has ever employed.  The 
three coaches are not only good in athletics and in their work with the boys, but are also 
good as classroom teachers.  We have not had anybody her in years who has worked 
longer or harder than these men.  Beck will likely be elected to a principalship this year.  
The other three will probably remain another year.  Raises above schedule were given the 
four.  Beck was promoted to principal but resigned. 
 The Board, probably nudged by various school principals, voted to discontinue 
the traditional all-school spring festival.  Too much time was lost from class work, it was 
felt. Each school should decide on its own program, which was not to interfere with the 
education of students, the Board mandated. 
 E.C. Dohm was elected director for one year over Rohn Adair; W.W. Mainier was 
re-elected for three years over Julia Waldip Kerr.  A six mill extra operational levy 
passed. 
 The Board had been spending about $40,000 more than receipts for capital 
outlay—construction and equipment of permanent school buildings, and for portable 
classrooms.  The electorate ratified the necessary measure so that bonds could be sold to 
pay the warrant indebtedness in March, 1928. 
 General Edward C. Dohm was elected to the Board for a three-year term and was 
named President.  A six mill levy passed. 
 Miss Florence Townsend, the only primary teacher in the district with a college 
degree, was selected as primary supervisor. 
 Teachers were given a $60 annual payment in addition to their regular salaries, to 
be applied toward summer school costs.  The summer school was to be a minimum of 
six-week duration and the teacher had to earn college credit.  Two salary schedules were 
in effect in the district—one for high school teachers with B.A. degrees and the other for 
elementary teachers with normal school training.  At election time teachers were rated I, 
II, III, and IV.  No one was rated IV.  A few new to the district were rated III.  Most rated 
I and II.  A I or a II rating meant the teacher was considered very good.  There were 95 
on the staff. 



 
      Garfield Replacement Planned 

 
 The high school salary schedule started at $1,350, with the $50 annual increments 
ranging to a maximum of $1,700.  The grade school salary schedule started at $1,040 
with $60 annual increments and a $1,400 maximum. 
 A contract was awarded to Tumwater Lumber Mill for completing classrooms on 
the third floor of the high school for $3,865.   
 In 1927, a truck was purchased for District use.  In 1928, a used Maxwell for use 
by Superintendent Elmer Breckner was purchased for $295.  The Maxwell must have 
become noted for stops rather than starts; Breckner was told to trade it in for a better one 
in 1930. 
 Oil was replaced by wood fuel in Olympia schools, the wood supplied by Stuth 
Brothers, Acme, and L.E. Bergh.  Wood was cut from Stevens’s field for Lincoln School 
use by day labor. 
 Garfield School, age 36 years, was a source of constant headaches to directors.  If 
it wasn’t tower trouble or a separating wall, it was outdated toilets, crowded conditions, 
fire escapes and sprinkler systems. 
 In January 1929, at an election held at the YMCA, it was voted to spend $15,000 
for land and $130,000 for building and equipping a new Garfield School. 
 Blocks 7, 8, and 18 of Woodruff’s Addition were purchased for the new school 
site.  Lot 16 in Block 7 was purchased from Lucien Simion and William Erickson.  
Architect Wohleb’s sketches were accepted and plans were drawn.  Dohm presented the 
plans to the Westside Community Club. 
 Fred Harris did the clearing of land.  The Garfield contracts let in June, 1929, 
totaled $61,701.50. Martin Hardware of Olympia supplied the hardware.  Other 
successful subcontract bidders were from out of town.  Early Wilder put in the cement 
walks. 
 “All pupils’ desks” it was specified, “must be finished in brown and come 
equipped with inkwells.”  Teacher’s desks, opera chairs (600), common chairs and 
kindergarten chairs (in appropriate shades of brown, perhaps) also were ordered in 
October for the new school.  Floyd Hagerty was named as janitor for the new school. 
 Garfield School was formally accepted by the Board on February 20, 1930, 
subject to repair of certain leaks—including a leak in the south wall, leaks in certain 
urinals and leaks in the outer wall of the boiler room. 
 Schools in other parts of the district were improved; a $50 allocation to the 
Legion Way Improvement Association was authorized for planting trees along Legion 
Way bordering the Washington School grounds in 1928.  Dr. Jessup of the University of 
Washington was hired to determine if a building survey was needed; septic tank and drain 
field were in at McKinley.  PTA’s produced matching money for shrubbery and Lincoln, 
Washington and the high school. 
  



 



 



 
    Consolidation with Butler Cove and Gull Harbor 

 
 H.C. Tibbals was elected director in 1929 to serve with Dohm and Mainier.  The 
perennial levy was passed and consolidation with Butler Cove District No. 56 was 
approved by voters 233-41.  Bernice Sapp and Hazel Blanchard were election judges with 
C.E. Conser as Clerk.  District No. 1 now became No. 318.  The Butler Cove schoolhouse 
was sold to George Martin for $60. 
 In July, 1929, the Board “discussed the matter of preparing for the housing and 
purchasing of school buses for transportation purposes…”  Bids were called for and the 
District purchased two Studebaker chassis at $1554 each to be fitted with Wayne bodies. 
 Two regular employees of the district drove the buses—one to Butler Cove and 
the second to Gull Harbor. 
 The upgrading of elementary school rooms started in 1929.  Pupils with learning 
difficulties went to the “Opportunity Room” at Garfield for special help in a given 
subject, or to remain there as pupil and teacher endeavored to pinpoint the learning 
disability. 
 Amelia Dittman resigned in 1929. 
 As budget time loomed, Superintendent Breckner called special attention to the 
excellence of teachers Vincent Hiden in band and orchestra, Elizabeth Huff in vocal 
music, and Florence Townsend in elementary supervision. He asked for $100 raises for 
M.W. Rockey, Stanley Summers, John Koenig and Martin Miller, emphasizing “the 
unusually large percentage of boys in athletics and recreational activity…the fine spirit 
and sportsmanship of our teams has caused wide comment.  No word about the success of 
our teams in necessary.” 
 Gull Harbor District No. 37 and Olympia District No. 318 consolidated in March, 
1930.  Max Clark was elected director for a two-year term and F.R. McMurry for a three-
year term.  Clark was elected president and Dohm, clerk.  Clark replaced Tibbals, who 
had moved from the district.  Mainier didn’t file for re-election.  District No. 318 was 
changed to 320 on July 1, 1930.  At the March election, Frances David and Hazel 
Blanchard were judges and Cora E. Knox was clerk. 
 A sick leave policy for teachers was adopted to provide ten days leave per year 
with the provision it could accumulate to a maximum of 30 days.  The policy was 
retroactive to the date each teacher was hired.  This policy had been in practice for 
several years but it wasn’t until October, 1929, that it was made official. 
 At re-election time in April, 1930, Breckner called attention to the excellence of 
Garfield Principal Harold Potts; he recommended Ernest Suko for appointment as 
McKinley principal; he praised John Koenig for his work as assistant in football, 
basketball and track; he regretted the departure of Edna Von Readen, spirited, efficient 
home economics head, who planned marriage with Eugene Sisson. 



 
      Brown Succeeds Breckner 

 
 The seventh and eighth grades of Lincoln, Washington and Garfield were 
designated as junior highs.  Breckner purchased a portable for Roosevelt.  At Garfield, 
Washington, Lincoln and McKinley, varied orchestra practice was directed by Maxfield 
Miller, Marion Haycox, Marguerite Sadler and Edith Heath.  Orchestra practice was held 
from 8:00 to 9:00 am... 
 Honor rolls were based on “A”s and “B”s  plus good citizenship in elementary 
and junior high.  The rolls were posted in the classroom but no outside publication was 
allowed.  Graduation from grade eight was de-emphasized. 
 McKinley parents asked for a new play shed and Wohleb was asked to survey.  
The Board started negotiating for purchase of 4 ½ acres in the area so as to enlarge the 
playfield.  The Superintendent tended $1000 to Christopher Company for land east of 
McKinley plus small tracts owned by Andrew Gunbstone and Thurston County. 
 In March, 1931, Dohm was re-elected to the Board.  A special 10 mill levy 
passed.  One of the best friends a student has at school is the custodian—and Olympia 
has had some of the finest including Claude Walker, B.A. Woodcock, T.L. Zumwalt, 
Sherman Stookey, B.J. Webb, A.R. Doods, W.S. Romine, J.R. Sanders, Marion Stanley, 
Floyd Hagerty, Alva Stanley, Lawrence Beigh, J.C. Ware, John Bergh and J. Morgan. 
 The Board dealt with the need for boiler replacements, wood purchases adequate 
facilities and competitive salaries. They favored the Showalter Bill, which would give 
more help to low-valuation districts.  High school students wanted lockers and raised the 
entire cost themselves.  Money was tight with school district warrants drawing 6 percent 
interest. 
 Elmer Breckner, recognized throughout the state as a leader in education, resigned 
in 1931 to accept the superintendencey in Tacoma.  (Later he returned to Olympia to join 
the staff of Pearl Wanamaker, State Superintendent of Public Instruction.  Breckner 
smoked a pipe and would empty hot ashes into his metal wastebasket in the Old Capitol 
Building.  Fellow workers said he was trying to set fire to the building.  Following 
retirement, he moved to California.) 
 Leland P. Brown was elected to head the Olympia schools and Willard J. Matters, 
active in W.E.A., was elected high school principal.  Joseph Wohleb was given a two-
year contract with the District for architectural services. 
 The Olympia School District, at the Board’s request, was designated as a district 
of the first class in July, 1931.  This meant Olympia had a population of over 10,000.  
Edward Dohm and F.R. McMurry were elected president and McMurry vice-president.  
They hired H.L. Wortman as clerk at $175 a month. 
 

   



     
PTA’s Operate Cafeteria’s 

 
 Inspection of the oil burners in the high school by the Board revealed the burners 
were nearly burned out and the grades in such bad condition that they had been removed.  
The basement was filled with smoke on account of poor combustion in the furnace.  The 
replacement cost estimate was $2,500; but the district purse was empty.  Wight and 
McMurry proposed that the money be included in the 1931 budget.  It was. 
 There were 3,060 students enrolled with 1,175 in the high school.  There were 
105 teachers, including 44 at the high school.  The budge was $258,000, of which 
$126,000 represented local revenue.  The need for three school buses added to the 
Board’s worries.  The levy amount received for nonresident high school students was 
woefully inadequate. 
 Representatives of the Care Club of the McKinley area, accompanied by Principal 
Ernest Suko, appealed to the Board to replace the school.  Suko was praised by club 
leaders for the fine school spirit he had inspired; but that availed them little, for the 
District was bonded to the hilt.  The school did get an 80 gallon hot water tank for the 
cafeteria.  The warrant to pay for the tank would draw interest, however, and Board 
members knew they were flirting with the possibility of a discount. 
 The two appointed directors, H.C. DeYarmon and Mark Wight, filed for election 
as did Max H. Clark whose term had expired.  Julia Lynch opposed Clark, receiving 
1,272 votes to his 1,974.  Mrs. O.O. Metcalf received 1,167 votes to Mark Wight’s 2,003.  
The ten mill excess levy passed.  DeYarmon was elected president and Wight, vice-
president. 
 Mrs. G.W.H. Davis, representing the City PTA’s appeared before the Board on 
April 21, 1932 to report that her group was desirous of offering assistance in bringing 
about a change in the management of the schools’ cafeterias.  The hope, she said was 
“rendering better service to pupils at a reduced cost.” 
 Mrs. Davis and her committee, which had studied cafeteria operation in Seattle 
and Tacoma as well as Olympia, suggested that all school cafeterias be placed under the 
direction of the Board of Education or the PTA Council.  A supervisor or manager would 
be appointed by them. 
 The supervisor would be asked to buy in large quantities, plan nutritious and 
economical menus, and manage finances so that the operation would be self-supporting, 
hire all helpers and develop methods of operation.  Mrs. Davis said a manager could be 
hired for about $125 a month.  The Board adopted the general scheme and authorized 
Brown to work with the PTA to implement it.  Mrs. Helena Pleas was elected manager of 
all cafeterias by the PTA committee. 
 The stock market crash in New York affected jobs and dollars in Washington.  
Banks failed.  One Olympia teacher deposited her monthly earnings in a Roy bank just 
before it closed.  The school directors asked state authorities if the District could cancel 
that warrant and issue another.  They were told they could not.   
 The Thurston County Pomona Grange wanted agriculture and mechanics added to 
the curriculum.  The Board couldn’t find money, let alone the space. 
 

      



   
The Depression 

 
 The high school newspaper, The Olympus, was suspended for a year.  Previously, 
its advertisements had paid the cost of printing. 
 The Welfare Committee of Thurston County was formed to give men work.  The 
old Garfield School was razed in 1932 by workers hired under this program. 
 The Chamber of Commerce endorsed Leland P. Brown’s statement urging 
citizens to purchase school and county warrants.  The Secretary of the Board was 
instructed to issue warrants in smaller denominations until such time as they could be 
cashed.  The Board urged County Assessor Cook not to reduce land valuations too fast. 
 Wohleb reappraised Lincoln School for insurance in view of reduced values and 
for a fee of $750 reappraised the five other schools.  Insurance was allowed to lapse.  The 
Olympia Teachers’ Association suggested economy measures, but the larges budget item 
was salaries.  At teachers’ request, warrants were issued in twelve installments; Roy 
Mohmann asked that his salary be paid in fourteen warrants.  Ward Bowden repaired 
school texts for 15 cents. 
 The $60 bonus for summer school attendance was discontinued.  The regular 
salary schedule was suspended for the 1932-33 year.  Only faculty members not at 
maximum were paid increments.  All other salaries were reduced by seven percent.  
Janitors’ salaries were reduced by the same percentage. 
 A contingency clause in teachers’ contracts would permit salary reductions during 
the 1932-33 school year.  The budget was down from $255,000 to $232,000. 
 Census enumerators Mrs. Mark Aspinwall, Mrs. Charles G. Miller, Ada Yeager 
and Mrs. William Rudstock counted 3,070 students in the district.  Littlerock was 
discouraged from sending high school students to Olympia as the school was already 
crowded and teachers were in short supply.  With no jobs in sight, more high school age 
persons became students. 
 By the end of 1932, the state and county apportionments were behind estimates by 
$19,000 and local district taxes by nearly $26,000.  Miscellaneous income rounded out 
the deficit to $27,750 or about 20 percent of the budget.  But the bad news was yet to 
come. 
 County Assessor Cook reported a 25 percent flat deduction in valuation of real 
property in the school district, bringing valuation down from $6,000,000 to about 
$4,800,000.  The loss in revenue to the district was estimated at $57,000. 
 Board members suggested a shorter year.  None but the most necessary building 
repairs were to be made.  The District would discontinue furnishing textbooks.  But no 
matter what was considered, salaries—the biggest budget item—had to be trimmed. 
 Salaries had been cut 7 percent in the preliminary budget.  Superintendent Brown 
now proposed the following reductions:  Salaries under $1,100, 10 percent; $1,100 to 
$1,200, 11 percent; $1,200-$1,300, 12 percent; $1,300-$1,400, 13 percent; $1,400-
$1,500, 14 percent; over $1,500, 15 percent. 
 Brown had the unpleasant job of breaking the bad news to the teachers.  It was to 
be understood any teacher who could secure a better job would be released from contract 
at any time.  There weren’t any better jobs.  Large districts were hiring permanent 
“substitutes” at $5 a day. 
 Cadet teachers were to be hired in elementary schools at a salary of $800, if 
vacancies occurred.  Irene James was hired.  Four full-time teachers were eliminated by 
resignation or reassignment and three teachers were new. 



 School bus routes were curtailed and tuition charges for non-resident students 
were to be collected in advance.  Every Olympia director was interested in proposed 
school legislation.  The Board thanked the City Commissioners for improving Garfield 
School grounds. 
 The budget hearing was held in October, 1932, by President DeYarmon, Directors 
Clark, McMurry and Wight, Superintendent Brown and Clerk Wortman.  Also present 
were Thurston County taxpayers Association members Ian Christopher, Phil Northcraft, 
Noyes Talcott, Association President Charles Pringer and Secretary Clair Hunt.  Director 
Dohm—Major E.C. Dohm, U.S. Army Reserve—had been called to Roanoke, Virginia, 
for a 90 day training assignment. 
 The Taxpayers Association wanted the school maintained at the same standard of 
efficiency.  Northcraft called attention to the increased warrant indebtedness.  Springer 
was concerned with the 24 percent budget decrease from the previous year.  He suggested 
that a 30 percent salary reduction would make teachers’ income comparable to that of the 
previous year in view of the economy.  Unless some relief legislation was enacted at the 
coming session of the legislature, it was his opinion that “it will be a short time until the 
public schools will be forced to close”. 
 The budget was adopted.  It totaled $199,450.  Wight, an attorney, was appointed 
to attend a meeting of school directors for the purpose of developing some relief 
measures for raising revenue for school operations. 
 Olympia Oil and Wood Company manager O.R. Rockway was unable to get hog 
fuel for high school use in Olympia or Tacoma, as mills were down.  Oil burners were 
installed.  Olympia teachers were transported to W.E.A. meetings in Tacoma by school 
bus. 
 Brown had shown the cost of educating each student in comparison to money 
received from out-of-district students.  Among parents who wished to continue students 
in Olympia were Ernest Brabrook, who had moved to Hays District; Peter G. Schmidt, 
whose residence was in Tumwater, and Roy Mohrmann, principal at Lincoln, whose 
home was in the Hays area. 
 The following non-high districts were sending their high school students to 
Olympia:  Black Lake, Bush Prairie, Chamber Prairie, Collins, Griffin, Hays, Lace, 
McLane, Nisqually, Plainview, Rocky Prairie, South Bay, St. Martins, St. Michaels and 
Tumwater.  All out-of-district students paid tuition or came from districts which waived 
tuition. 
 

   



     
State School Support Urged 

 
 Major Dohm was 1932-33 president of the Board with Max Clark as vice-
president.  H.C. DeYarmon and F.R. McMurry were re-elected with Wight the fifth 
member. 
 Maude Barton, school nurse, left to accept a job with the Seattle schools.  Hannah 
Boothby was hired in her place for $50 a month.  H.L. Wortman continued as Board 
secretary and clerk. 
 Mayor Steele of Olympia sent a deed to the Board conveying title to Blocks 131, 
132, and 151, West Olympia Addition, to School District No. 320. The property had been 
deeded to the City in 1874 by Benjamin F. and Mary Brown.  The deed stipulated that the 
tracts were to forever remain the property of the City and all gross proceeds should 
benefit the common schools of Olympia.  The Board accepted and recorded the deed.  
The trees on the property were cut for fuel for the schools.  The property was later sold. 
 George F. Yantis, State Representative, wrote to the Board suggesting curtailed 
student activities as an economy measure.  Principal Matters said they have been 
curtailed.  Superintendent Brown said civic organizations were interested in coming to 
the aid of high school athletics.  They were thanked for their support. 
 The State School Directors Association met in Olympia in January, 1933, to urge 
greater state support for schools.  The state school budget had been cut one-third and this 
meant a drastic reduction in the per student allocation.  Brown asked for extra mileage to 
balance the budget. 
 Brown noted that a 24 percent savings in electricity had been affected by the 
schools. (He neglected to add that a citizen had called the police upon noticing a 
flickering light in the Superintendent’s office.  The police arrived to find Leland P. 
Brown gathering up work by flashlight to take home, where he could use electricity.) 
 PTA members and faculty representatives met with the Board in April.  The PTA 
leaders were concerned about low teacher salaries and the effect of a levy failure.  They 
promised to work for levy passage. 
 Harold Potts, President of the Olympia W.E.A. unit, presented a list of proposed 
economics which he and a committee of teachers had prepared.  The committee 
suggested all students purchase their own instructional supplies including pens, papers, 
etc.; that students pay a damage deposit fee at school opening; that school not open in fall 
until after the levy election;  that use of buildings at night be curtailed unless the rental 
fee covered all costs; that the Health Department (school nurse) be eliminated for 1933-
34; that in the event of a teacher’s resignation the remaining teachers shoulder the 
teaching load and the teacher’s salary allocated to them; that a rider be attached to 
contracts permitting raising or lowering of salary, as revenues would permit. 
      

    



    
Cafeteria Shows Profit 

 
 In addition to Potts, the suggestion list was signed by Marion Haycox, Roy 
Mohrmann, Herman Pfeifer, June Ramaker, Ernest Suko, Edith Heath, C.E. Becker, Lela 
Bigelow, M.W. Rockey, Henry E. Gaines and Wanda Reeder. 
 The budget adopted was for $168,841.  Teacher salaries were five percent less 
than for 1932-33.  The Olympia W.E.A. Unit’s suggested salary rider was written into 
contracts as a contingency clause.  Supervisors assumed full-time teaching positions. 
 Mrs. Helena Pleas, cafeteria manager, who had been hired by the PTA cafeteria 
board, proved to be a success.  She had served nutritious meals at all schools at 
reasonable cost.  Candy was no longer dispensed in the cafeterias.  All employees were 
hired and paid by the manager.  Her own salary came out of income and she was able to 
return a small profit.  The Board was happy and voted to continue the operation under 
PTA leadership.  As nutritionist she purchased foods and hired personnel who didn’t have 
to worry about selling enough meals to pay their salaries. 
 The City, desiring to improve its water system in the south end of town by 
erecting a water tower on a restricted area of Stevens Field, negotiated a written 
agreement with the District in 1930.  It was revised in 1934 to enable the City to erect 
and maintain an elevated water tower on Stevens Field.  The City agreed to furnish water 
to the school district without cost.  The original 1928 contract had limited the District to 
200,000 gallons a year.  In 1930 the maximum was increased to 300,000 gallons.  The 
1934 revision provided for 600,000 gallons of water per year, on the premise that “it was 
the intention of the parties of said agreement that the water to be furnished would be the 
requisite amount to supply the needs.” 
 Stevens Field needed a shot for needed improvement, but the district couldn’t 
spare any dollar for the serum.  A group of local business people formed the Olympia 
Civic Athletic Association, Inc.  Prospective members were welcomed with open arms.  
Prime movers in the organization were Haven Whiting, Charles R. Maybury, Thomas 
Evans, Joe Wohleb and representatives.  The estimated cost of desired improvements was 
$7,000.  Whiting solicited $5,000 in notes from Olympians and with these as collateral 
borrowed $2,000 from local banks for a two-year period.  The O.C.A.A. and the Olympia 
School District entered into a two-year contract in May, 1936.  The Association had use 
of the field when not needed for school affairs.  The non-profit making group was 
interested in building added grandstand lights for night football and baseball.  The 
Associated Students had tennis courts built. 
 Willard Matters wrote in his report to the Board in 1933 that Margaret Wizbick, 
valedictorian, had 29 A’s and 2 B’s in full-credit subjects and that probably this was the 
best record to date.  Margaret and her 229 classmates were garbed in caps and gowns for 
baccalaureate and commencement, rented at a cost of $1.50 each. “This should have 
saved the seniors’ clothing expense,” concluded Matters. 
 The school did not recognize sneak days and “this year’s picnic was described as 
disgraceful by members of the class,” it was reported to the Board. 
  

      



   
Banks Fail 

 
 Miss Glenna Troy, head of the English department, gave a “differentiated course 
of study” to a group of superior students who were interested primarily in English for 
college preparation.  Miss Troy, who had been with the system since 1920, married Pete 
Overton during second semester. 
 Twenty-eight teachers’ meetings were held during the year and with extra pupil 
activities, faculty groaned under the load of an operetta, dances, plays and publications.  
Requests were received from 222 students for financial aid in the form of work but only 
119 could be helped. 
 A student loan fund helped more than 200 students.  Kiwanis raised $295 to aid 
boys who would work at Priest Point Park.  The PTA had an aid fund for girls.  The 
Kiwanis lunch fund provided from two to four lunches a day without cost to students. 
 Matters paid his compliments to James Bohle for prompt and capable assistance.  
“His services have been given beyond that which could justifiably be expected.”  Vice-
Principal Bohle continued to give full measure until his retirement, never shirking duties 
which weren’t his.  A later principal, Don Bunt, was equally appreciative of Bohle. 
 The high school had $2,597.85 in Capital Savings and Loan Association when it 
went “off demand” and $3,156.61 in the Olympia National Bank when it failed.  
Dividends of $600 were received from Capital Savings and the school had a loan there. 
 The Olympia National paid the ASB $568.18 (18 percent of $4,156.61) and the 
balance was written off the school books, to be returned “to the credit of the organization 
as liquidation dividends are received.” 
 The students had a balance of $117.25 in Capital National Bank.  They had spent 
over $6,500 during the year.  The student body purchased lockers for $3,210 but due to 
the failure of the Olympia National, had to take longer in paying for them. 
 The Olympus made it through the year with advertising revenue and capable 
faculty supervision.  Athletics lost money as well as games during the period of bank 
failures.  Cub football was discontinued. 
 Due to salary cuts, bank failures and rising costs, teacher and student morale was 
low but all were hopeful that the rainbow was on the horizon. 
 Helena Pleas, cafeteria manager, reported that 65,285 meals were served, 
producing income of $6,680 and a profit of $1,179. 
 The recently enacted Barefoot Schoolboy Bill provided for transportation to such 
students and a charge of $5 a semester for private school students riding the bus.  Out-of-
district high school students were assessed $75 per year, but with an attendance waiver 
from their district, the fee was pegged at $35. 
 Father O’Dwyer asked for reconsideration of the bus charge, as many sending 
children to St. Michael’s could not afford the $10 yearly fee.  The Board deferred until 
after ascertaining bus loads from various areas and then settled for $5 per year for each 
academy student. 
 

    



    
Special Levy Passed 

 
 The Board voted not to extend bus routes, as there was no money for added buses.  
The Attorney General informed the Board that it had no legal authority to transport 
private school students. 
 The year 1930-21 began with no warrant indebtedness and closed with 
outstanding warrants of $39,119.  The next school year closed with $84,330 outstanding.  
By belt tightening, the year 1932-33 closed with $77,535 outstanding. 
 At budget adoption time in 1033, the Thurston County Taxpayers Association 
believed many taxpayers would continue to default on taxes.  In light of this cheering 
announcement, County Superintendent Fred J. Brown estimated the county contribution 
to Olympia schools would be down to $10,000.  Leland P. Brown added his news—
enrollment was at 3,085 and 4 ½ additional teachers were needed.  The budget was 
pegged at 204,130.  The nine mill special levy passed, 859-120.  Olympia seemed to have 
a special levy affliction. 
 The PTA’s, the press and other interested organizations were thanked by the 
Board for their levy support.  Fred Chitty in reply, offered the continued support of The 
Daily Olympian to an excellent school system. 
 Vincent Hiden, Popular supervisor of music, was given free use of the high school 
auditorium for an alumni symphony orchestra.  Wight felt that this would be beneficial to 
all and the district could bear a wee bit of added expense. 
 Fred Munz, Superintendent of the Children’s Farm Home in Lacey, asked for 
permission to place savings banks in school rooms for the benefit of the home.  The 
Board realized this might set a precedent for many requests but granted Munz permission 
for the small banks and hoped for the drive’s success. 
 Director Clark attended the Association of First-Class School Districts in Seattle 
and the by-laws of the group were ratified. 
 Robert Rainey and Donald Dohm were injured.  They received cuts on their hands 
while doing trapeze work on toilet partition frames.  No action was taken by the Board; it 
was felt the boys had received their punishment. 
 The 1933 Legislature wanted delinquent taxes paid.  It cancelled all penalties on 
taxes paid on or before March 31, 1934; in addition, there would be a 5 percent rebate on 
taxes paid before November 30, 1933.  Should taxed due Olympia District No. 320 be 
paid, the District would be on a cash basis. 
 About this time, Agnes Bushnell, high school teacher, was called to Prosser by the 
illness and death of her father.  She tried to cash her District warrant but the Prosser Bank 
had plenty of warrants and wasn’t interested in hers, which she was unable to cash until 
her return to Olympia. 
 

   



     
Financial Picture Brightens 

 
Salaries were low but so was the cost of living.  Miss Bushnell and two friends lived in 
an apartment at the Governor Hotel on Capitol Way.  It opened to the street, had two 
bedrooms plus a wall bed, a large sitting room, bath, hot plate and heat.  The rent was $60 
a month. 
 Bess Huff, music instructor, recalled that she walked to the various schools where 
she taught music.  She sometimes rode in from McKinley with Ernie Suko, principal. 
 The federally funded Civil Works Administration enabled the District to give 
needed work to jobless.  The work included the flooring and lighting of the Garfield play 
shed, the building of a grandstand with green lumber at Stevens Field, overhauling 
plumbing and steam lines and building desks and tables. 
 There were many teachers eager for jobs and many over-crowded classes.  
Through C.W.A., Leland Brown was able to hire eight teachers and three nurses to 
relieve some of the severe class overloading as well as battle with scarlet fever, 
diphtheria and runny noses. 
 Mark H. Wight was elected Board President in January, 1934.  He was a 
distinguished lawyer who headed the State Law Library after serving as an Attorney 
General.  Wight’s retirement from his state position, said Mrs. Margaret Clifford, resulted 
in the hiring of three people to take his place.  Wight worked for better state funding of 
schools. 
 Everyone, including business and professional people and the Thurston County 
Taxpayers Association seemed willing for district salaries to be increased provided it 
didn’t mean a tax increase.  Teachers and principals were willing to carry heavier loads.  
This was preferable to being jobless or working on a federal project.  Brown wanted to 
reinstate manual training and home economics as soon as possible and this would mean 
more teachers.  The PTA’s supported him. 
 The 1934-35 budget provided for an increase of 10 percent for salaries, the hiring 
of three additional teachers and reinstatement of services of a school nurse.  The budget 
was based upon increased state, county and local support.  Salaries of teachers would 
range from $910 to a high of $1,605.  Brown received $3,600 and the high school 
principal, in charge of 1,400 students, received $2,970. 
 Because more delinquent taxes were being paid—without penalty—Directors 
Clark and Dohm met with Reno Odlin and H.C. Lucas of the Washington National Bank 
to ask that the interest rate on warrants be reduced from 6 percent to 5 percent.  The 
bankers took time to consider and in April, 1934, agreed to accept district warrants at 5 ½ 
percent if “the directors would instruct the secretary to discontinue the practice of 
securing warrants for private investors”.  This practice had started in 1933 following 
rumors the bank would no longer cash the district warrants.  The financial picture was 
now brighter for the bank.  The Board accepted the proposition and the bank didn’t lose 
on the deal. 
 Don Courser, representing 25 fuel dealers, bid to supply 300 cords of wood to the 
schools at $3.15 a cord.  The bid was accepted. 
 Director Dohm, who also wore a hat as manager of the Civil Works 
Administration, was given a vote of thanks by the Board for his efforts in securing 
needed labor, materials and teachers’ services.  He was known as a “scrounger” for the 
schools at a time when they needed all the help they could get. 



 
  

       Teachers Added 
 
 In Olympia, students of all grades were ranking higher in Stanford Achievement 
Tests than the national average. 
 The payroll for April, 1935, was not registered as interest bearing, the treasurer 
having a cash balance in the current expense fund for the first time since District No. 320 
was organized—1930. 
 Taxes coming in, the board felt a little flush and accepted bids for a sump pump 
and drain at Garfield, sidewalks at the high school, linoleum and rubber matting and a 
new or used car for the Superintendent at a cost not to exceed $800.  The Board elected to 
have Leland P. ride around in a Ford V-8 Coach for $585 (with a $144 allowance on the 
1928 Oldsmobile Coach he had been trying to keep running.) 
 The 1935-36 year saw several faculty changes.  Harold Potts was elected 
elementary supervisor, with Ernie Suko going to Garfield as principal.  Ted Wynstra 
went to McKinley as principal.  Anna E. Johnson, Ralph Lindsay, Dewey Noblitt, James 
Yenney and Louis Watkins were hired as teachers. 
 Stevens Field was rented to promoters of the Pagan Frolic.  (No mention made of 
any protest by Christians.) 
 Enrollments in September, 1935, totaled 3,266 with 1,368 in high school, Brown 
reported. 
 President McMurry moved outside the district and resigned from the Board.  
Ernest W. Savage of the McKinley district was appointed to the vacancy. 
 The schools observed Armistice Day.  Students took part of a day to see the fair in 
Puyallup and readied for football.  They purchased visual safety tests after the Lions 
agreed to help needy students whose eyes needed treatment.  There was talk of replacing 
McKinley or adding to Roosevelt if WPA projects could be determined. 
 The December election resulted in H.C. DeYarmon and A.C. Baker being elected 
for three-year terms.  Max Clark and Major Dohm were elected president and vice-
president at the organization of the Board in January, 1936. 
 The Board agreed it was permissible for those high school students who expressed 
a desire to attend the matinee of A Mid-Summer Night’s Dream. 
 Lyle Foote, Supervisor of Boys Club and Playgrounds for the County was granted 
use of the Garfield gym each Saturday in conjunction with a federal recreation program. 
 In 1936, the tearing down of the Old Washington by WPA workers under George 
Burfoot’s supervision resulted in reminiscences.  Bernice Sapp wrote a series of 24 
articles in the Olympia News. 
 

   



     
New Salary Schedule Adopted 

 
 She named high school students who had graduated from the old building, 
including: Harold Agnew, John and Thad Pierce, Evelyn George, Anna Rinehart, Helen 
O’Brien, Olive Overhulse, Ruth Dunbar, Minnie Yeager, Ted Callow, Clinton Knox, 
Rusty Callow, Queen Knox, Ida Yeager, Noyes Talcott, Fred Marr, Bernice Sapp, Helen 
Eastman, Albert McIntosh, George Bigelow, William Manier, Bessie Scobey and 
Geraldine Montefiorre DeCourcey. 
 Geraldine’s family kept the name of Geraldine’s mother, DeCourcey, rather than 
the O’Grady of her father.  Geraldine played marches in high school, taught music and 
then went to Berlin with her mother to study music.  She was organist in an American 
church in Europe when war started but couldn’t leave so stayed on as interpreter in 
Italian, German and French for U.S. Ambassador Gerard.  She received a citation from 
the English for her services as translator.  After the war she had an office as translator in 
Paris and in Berlin.  With her music broadcasts,--and opera translations, she was a busy 
person. 
 Nellie Kimsey, a granddaughter of the pioneer Bush family, graduated in 1901 
and married Fred Reichel.  Edna Talcott Ostrander and Viretta Talcott Marble graduated 
in 1904.  Marion Blankenship, ’04, was one of the first women stenographers employed 
in the Legislature. 
 Olympia High’s early graduates became doctors, foresters, dentists, homemakers, 
secretaries, politicians, and travelers to far corners of the world.  They worked 
innumerable jobs and strived for a better society. 
 Board President Clark represented the District at the meeting of State School 
Directors in February, 1936.  Attention centered on the need for more uniform 
distribution of state aid to schools.  The bill passed the State Legislature.  A committee of 
the Board went to Governor Martin to ask him to sign the bill.  He did. 
 A teachers’ retirement bill was enacted as was a minimum salary bill. 
 The school district had a $50 membership in the Department of Administration 
and Supervision of WEA.  Clark represented Olympia at the Allied Committee of fifteen 
which supported greater state participation in the funding of schools. 
 A teachers’ committee on school board relations was formed composed of Helen 
Chaney, Helen Howe, Walt Ingle, Dewey Norbitt, Marguerite Saddler, Gilmore Reeves 
and Gary Springstiel.  The Board agreed to hear any suggestions the committee might 
have.  They recommended a single salary schedule rather than the elementary and high 
school schedules.  The schedule provided for differentials for teacher preparation after 
two, three, and four years of college; a B.A. degree, and five years-the same items 
embodied in the two schedules.  The schedule was adopted for 1937-38. 
  

  The custodians preferred to allocate the 10 percent salary increase offered by the 
Board on a variable basis—6 percent, 8.5 percent, or 11.25 percent, depending on the salary 
level.  This meant the lowest paid custodian would receive $1,335.  Brown, concerned about the 
depression advocated a ban on the hiring of married women teachers.   The Board, however, felt 
that the major consideration should be acquiring good teachers.  Mrs. Cora Jean Skagen 
Chittenden was hired. 



 
Building Levy Passes 

 
 Willard Matters reported a heavy loss of library books, more than 100 having been found 
in a locker search. (Students probably felt they could amass knowledge through the "touch" 
system.)  
 John Keonig, popular teacher who as a lad had attended the Nisqually School and later 
Washington State College, chaired an economic committee to determine the cost of providing a 
high school education. The cost per year per student, it was reported, was $14. The committee 
suggested the district purchase Literature and Life as it did other texts.  (A class ring or pin cost 
$3.97, but these were considered extras.) 
 Louise James of the pioneer family of Rochester, resigned to marry George Galkowski.  
Irene James, her sister, would in a few years decide to become Mrs. Wilford Reeves. 
 Little Rock patrons, whose students had been attending Rochester, asked for permission 
to send their students to Olympia.  They agreed to reimburse the district, as the nonhigh levy had 
been declared illegal.  The Little Rock directors were told that if the students enrolled, the 
Olympia District had to accept them. 
 The directors of South Bay, Delphi, McLane, Chambers Prairie No. 79, Little Rock, 
Lacey, Tumwater, Hays, Bush, Plum, Black Lake and Chambers Prairie No. 315 in a special 
meeting agreed to a uniform levy in their districts to pay for educating their 478 students 
attending Olympia High. 
 In 1936 the PTA Cafeteria Board members told the School Board that they felt that Mrs. 
Pleas had done so well in overseeing the cafeterias that management should be turned over to 
them.  The Board agreed and raised Mrs. Pleas' salary to $135 a month.  The following year they 
upped it to $150. 
 The budget of 1936-37 provided for restoration of salaries and services in effect prior to 
1932. Brown's salary was pegged at $4,400 and would go to $4,800 on this three-year contract. 
 District Clerk Wortman was authorized to file for a grant-in-aid for financing an addition 
to Washington School.  The Public Works Administration allocated $60,000 toward the project, 
which cost $155,000.  
 The District's share of the building cost came from a special levy and tax money which 
was finally coming into school coffers.  The special levy was ably supported by all PTA's and 
the American Association of University Women as well as business groups.  Special thanks went 
to Editor Chitty of The Daily Olympian.  The levy had a 97 percent favorable vote. 
 Band Director James Yenney wanted to put horns in the hands of younger tooters and 
suggested district purchase and rental of instruments.  The board, in tune, went for 26 clarinets, 
26 trumpets, 11 trombones and 5 flutes. 
 
         



 
        Washington Addition Built 

 
In March, 1937, the Kiwanis Club informed the Board that the demand for free milk for 

needy children was so great that they could not assume full responsibility for the entire amount 
for the balance of the year.  Major Dohm moved the item be included in the budget to insure 
continuation of the service to needy children. 
 The County Commissioners wanted the School District to accept, as its apportionment, 
proceeds from a four mill levy as its county apportionment; but the knowledgeable Board 
members said they had no right to waive claims for money due the District not accept less than 
five cents a day, which the Supreme Court had ruled mandatory. 
 Mark Wight was re-elected to the Board in 1933 by a vote of 3,257 to Martin Greene's 
773. F.R. McMurry was elected President and H. C. DeYarmon, Vice-President.   
 Wight continued to promote school legislation with others representing first class 
districts.  Max Clark and McMurry were concerned with all aspects of school insurance.  The 
entire Board was critical of the County Treasurer in not making prompt payment of bonds and 
interest due with designated monies in the Treasurer's Office. 
 A report from the University showed Olympia High ranked first among schools having 
more than twelve students in the freshman class. 
 The Washington School addition, which provided junior high school space, was ready by 
September, 1938.  Dirt from the Armory was placed in the ravine on the school grounds at the 
same time.  Director Clark was seeing bankers about interest rates and building fund warrants 
which would be outstanding pending receipt of taxes.  The Board thanked Major Dohm for 
getting the dirt without cost.  The junior high cost $178,000.  Governor Clarence Martin attended 
the open house. 
 The use of the schools by groups of a religious or political nature was denied.  If the 
religious organization could be said to be non-denominational, permission was given.  The Little 
Theatre group was allowed rehearsal time at no cost. 
 H. C. DeYarmon and A. C. Baker were re-elected to the Board in December, 1938.  They 
had opposition from Lillian Ebbutt, Blaine Hopp and W. N. Alberson. Dohm was elected 
President and DeYarmon Vice-President of the Board. 
 Miss Martha Brockman was given a leave from her teaching position to be a hostess at 
the Washington Exhibit at the New York World's Fair in 1929, and Marguerite Saddler's 
resignation was accepted as she planned marriage with Clifford Agnew.  Brown asked for a 
waiver of the rules regarding employment of married women. 
 The Board passed a resolution of appreciation to Max Clark, she had worked untiringly 
for increased appropriations by the State. He was a representative to the Washington State 
School Directors and the Allied Committee of Sixteen. 
 

       



    
Old Garfield Site Sold 

 
 The City Council of PTA as well as Lincoln and Garfield representatives were asking for 
District kindergartens.  McKinley, Roosevelt and Washington also were active with Mrs. Walter 
Sherman as "spokesman".  (This was before "Spokeswoman" or "Spokesperson" came into 
usage.) 
 The Board adopted an additional step on the salary schedule, bought a new $4,700, 58 
passenger bus with a Mack deluxe standard body.  They adopted a budget of $297,000 with a 
$60,000 building budget. 
 With increased high school faculty the Board, on Superintendent Brown's 
recommendation, appointed department heads to correlate the work in each field of study.  Mary 
Lucile Jenkins, Martin Miller, M.W. McLeod, Emma Adatts, Mary Margaret Anderson, Marie 
Mollestad, Winifred Werner, Henry Gaines were appointed to head English, Social Science, 
Manual Arts, Foreign Languages, Mathematics, Home Economics, Commercial and Science 
areas.  Jim Yenney, R. P. Burke and Elizabeth Crockett were appointed to supervisory positions. 
 Mrs. Pleas, who had established her reputation as a plus person, wanted to install a 
refrigeration system in the cafeteria at the high school with money from the cafeteria fund.  How 
could the Board refuse?   
 Teachers hired were Della Mae Marshall, Catherine Pomery and Howard Myman.  Cecil 
Peringer and Les Armstrong took leave to play with the Legion Band in Chicago in September, 
1939.  Lily Everton, who had planned on teaching a year in Wales, remained in Olympia because 
of war in Europe. 
 A five mill building levy and a ten mill operation levy voted received a 90 percent yes 
vote.  The campaign had been led by E. N. Steele, Kiwanis member, with support from PTA's. 
press, radio and civic groups. 
 The old Garfield site was platted and lots offered for sale.  There was question as to 
whether the Board could plat and sell.  Smith Troy, vs. Olympia School District 320, sought to 
enjoin the District from replatting and selling lots.  The case was heard by Judge Wilson on 
December 19, 1939.  The Judge said, "Upon the facts stated in the petition, I am clearly of the 
opinion that the Board is proceeding within the powers granted by statute and prayer for 
injunctive relief is denied."  The Board continued to sell lots.  The lots were appraised by Gerald 
Strophy, Glenn A. T. Powell, and W. B. Wilson.  The required down payment was 10 percent of 
the selling price, $10 a month, including 6 percent interest, with no contract to run more than 25 
months. 
 Max Clark and Edward Dohm, two forceful leaders, announced they were not candidates 
for re-election.  Fellow Board members acknowledged their contribution during a time of rapidly 
changing conditions and uncertain finances.  Walter Ingle, chairman of the teachers Relations 
Committee, presented the retiring directors with autographed copies of recent books as a token of 
the high regard in which the two were held by teachers. 
 H. C. DeYarmon, Stephen Christopher and A. T. Baker were joined on the Board by 
Harry Tom Martin and A. W. Lewis in January, 1940.  DeYarmon was elect4ed President and 
Christopher, Vice-President.  Harry Wortman continued as secretary. 
 The earthquake of November 12, 1939, loosened ceiling plaster on the high school 
auditorium.  It was later given acoustical treatment in addition to its repair. 
 The Teachers' Relation Committee asked the Board to provide for more thorough 
physical examinations for teachers.  They were interested in health costs and expressed a need to 
be informed.  The average elementary salary was $1,604; junior high, $1,613; and senior high, 
$1,885. 



 Dr. Partlow, former Board member, came to the rescue.  He gave the Mantoux Test for 
$3 and X-rays to teachers for $2.50.  The District had enough money in May, 1940, to pay for X-
rays for all teachers and within a week all District employees were X-rayed.  (Nothing was done 
for ailing Board members, however.) 
 The PTA's were expressing their desires for kindergartens; the high school PTA wanted a 
suitable room in the school to give ballroom dancing lessons to interested students.  The Board 
voted to increase high school offerings and adult programs (outside of ballroom dancing, that is.) 
 Harold Potts, elementary curriculum director, reported on the local reading program.  The 
State Office of Public Instruction had this report circulated to all school districts in the state. 
 Miss Reader, elementary principal at McKinley, resigned.  Wilford  Reeves was named to 
head the school.  Mrs. Winters, teacher, resigned.  Don Monson was hired. 
 The Board voted to provide the same sick-leave benefits for custodians as teachers—five 
days a year, accumulative to 25 days.  Insofar as a junior or senior high school principal could 
adjust schedules, free periods met with Board approval.  A home teacher, Ann Rogers, was hired 
to teach children unable to get to a school because of crippling conditions. 
 The Attorney General ruled that to postpone salary payments from one year to the next 
was illegal.  This reduced the July 1 cash balance in 1940 to $33.000. 
 The Board ruled that all children age five by September 1, 1940, could attend 
kindergarten for a half day at Washington.  Enrollments were listed in order received and no 
transportation was furnished.  
 Brown stressed the need for more pre-vocational training.  The manual arts room at the 
high school was divided.  Metals and Electricity were offered.  There was a part-time teacher for 
aeronautics.  More room was needed.  The property of Millard, Gary and Mildred Lemon, 3/5 of 
a block east of the courthouse, was sold to the district at the appraised figure of $14,000.  The 
district rented the house at 1111 Franklin which came with the sale.  They planned shops for the 
site.  They didn't know that America would soon be at war. 
 That year Les Armstrong, and Cecil Perringer made a junket to Boston with the 
American Legion Band.  They were conventioning for 7 ½  days. 
 Herman Pfeiffer, longtime principal, resigned and Walter Ingle was appointed to his 
Roosevelt job. 
 The fall term in 1940 showed 60 students in kindergarten and 13 in special education, 
with a total enrollment of 3,148.  A five mill levy proposition passed.  The general budget was 
$305,894 and the building budget was $93.000. 
 New times brought new rules.  "If a student member of the National Guard is called up, 
students who have passing grades will be permitted to receive credits by the completion of added 
work or taking an exam over work covered." 
 "Four elective credits will be awarded as second-semester credits for nine months 
military.  Subjects required by law must be taken and full year subjects must be completed." 
 "Students shall be counseled before withdrawal from school."  War was in the air. 
 J. R. Nedry, C. B. Mumford and Frederick Schmidt of the Hayes district asked for 
transfer to Olympia in June, 1940.  The Board suggested a canvas of the Hayes District to see if 
patrons were agreeable and to report back.  The Hayes children were admitted without tuition to 
Olympia provided their admission slip was signed by the Hayes clerk.  The Stratford addition 
residents wanted to transfer that portion of Hayes to Olympia.  Mr. Brown felt it would not be 
fair to the Hayes District, dollar-wise. 
 In December Noyes Talcott was elected to the Board replacing Stephen Christopher by a 
2,036 vote to 1,023. Lillian Lindley received 236 votes, William Haycox 767 and Dwight Smith 
659. 



 Harry Tom Martin represented the District at State School Directors Conference and at 
legislative study and planning meetings.  Thanks to the efforts of Wight, Clark and other former 
directors as well as PTA's and legislators like Charlie Hodde, Pearl Wanamaker and Senator P. 
Ml Troy, school district finances were indeed better.  In 1939-40, 63 percent of local revenue 
came from the state and 19 percent from local taxes.  By contrast, in 1931-32, with a ten mill 
levy, 47.6 percent of the budget represented local revenue. 
 The University of Washington reported that Olympia graduates ranked fifth out of 33 
schools having ten or more in the freshman class.  Twenty-five Olympia students entered anti-
aircraft military training.  James Yenney went off to military service on January 21, 1941, and 
Vice-Principal Jim Bohle, on behalf of the recreation coordinating committee, asked for support 
for recreation facilities in Olympia for "servicemen in nearby cantonments." 
 There was a great to-do about Harold Rugg texts in 1941.  The Guardians of American 
education asserted there was an "attempt to undermine by radical educators, to tear down faith in 
American ideals through the use of textbooks and instructional materials written by Harold 
Rugg." 



 
Rugg Texts Adopted 

 
 Superintendent Brown advised the Board that the Rugg series had been in use in Olympia 
Schools for approximately 15 years and that they had been considered the best authority in the 
field.  He said some of the Olympia texts were now practically obsolete due to the rapidly 
changing government policies adopted in our own and other countries.  A teacher committee in 
the Olympia schools was making a careful survey of texts, he pointed out, for the purpose of 
replacing them with either a later edition of the Rugg texts or some comparable texts.  The 
teachers recommended Rugg texts and the board concurred. 
 Katherine Crockett Allard became secretary to Willard Matters; Anna May Flawn and 
Frances Nordling were hired.  Claude Walker became head custodian at the high school.  Staff 
members, alerted to war, took first aid and manual training.  Auto mechanics and apprentice 
carpentry classes received vocational support (50 percent of the instructor's salary). 
 In July, 1941, tom Martin attended an organizational meeting of the Thurston County 
Committee on School District organization and was elected chairman. In August, Lacey and 
South Bay School clerks presented a plan by the uniting of the two districts by taking in part of 
Gull Harbor.  The Board said "no" to the prospect of losing 90 students and $62,000 in valuation.  
They favored Lacey and South Bay planning but not at Olympia's expense.  Gull Harbor wanted 
to stay with Olympia. 
 In September, 1941, County Superintendent Stevens asked the directors to consider 
adding part of Hayes to Olympia.  It was a strip 400 feet wide on each side of Boulevard 
Extension.  Brown said all the children in the area already attended Olympia and chipping away 
at the district was not fair to the entire district. 
 The Board granted the teachers an increased salary step and a 3 percent bonus.  The 
teachers thanked the Board but suggested that a 10 percent would be more appropriate in view of 
escalating prices.  The Board agreed to the extra seven percent. Then came a blow to educators 
in Olympia. 
 Attorney General Smith Troy ruled that the 3 percent bonus could be given, as it had 
been included in the final budget adopted in October, 1941, but that the 7 percent could not be 
given as it had not been included in the final budget and no emergency existed.  In 1942, an 
Assistant Attorney general ruled it was legal to pay teachers 7 percent as deferred salaries, if 
their contracts were made to conform to the salary to be paid.  The Board then made the 
payments in mid-May. 
 In 1941, with was clouds gathering and draft boards gearing up, A. C. Baker announced 
he would not file for re-election.  His Thurston County Draft Board duties were pre-empting his 
time.  He had served two terms and by Board resolution was thanked for his service. 
 In January, 1942, Harry Tom Martin was elected Board President and A. W. Lewis Vice-
President.  Other members were Noyes Talcott,  DeYarmon and Newly elected William Haycox.  
The District valuation was now more that $7,000,000.  A ten mill levy was approved, two mills 
to be used for building. 
 A committee of students started a United Way or Good Neighbors drive on the part of all 
students. They approved allocations to the Washington Children's Home, the TB League, the 
Orthopedic Hospital and the Elks Jingle Club.  They asked for no more than two cents a student 
and raised $306. 

      



    
War Affects Schools 

 
 In December the Board bought a White deluxe bus for transporting students.  (One could 
tell the District had cash in its pocket.)  The Board also purchased 425 cords of wood and entered 
into a contract with Union Oil for gasoline.  Meadowlark Dairy held firm on its old milk price 
for students—this in war time. 
Because it was war time, spring vacation was eliminated in 1942 so schools could close at the 
end of May and older students could get jobs. 
 The Chamber of Commerce was interested in having free use of Stevens Field which 
would be used by the Cincinnati Reds as a baseball school.  The Board Secretary wrote that the 
School District would continue policy of renting at cost of operation. 
 Sometimes directors and superintendents are told where to go by angry or dissatisfied 
constituents.  But this being war time, all directors and superintendents were on the go of their 
own accord.  Tom Martin represented the district at the State School Directors meeting in 
Spokane; Brown went to San Francisco; he cooperated with the Sugar Rationing Board to 
register all patrons at the schools; Noyes Talcott represented the Board on the Thurston County 
Committee for School District Organization. 
 A teacher shortage loomed.  Two teachers left in December and two in January.  One 
teacher was married and planned to stay in Olympia.  She stayed on the staff.  Ten men would 
probably see military service, and seven teachers were planning marriage to servicemen.  
Winnifred Werner, head of the commercial department and a person with 21 years experience in 
the Olympia schools, resigned to be an assistant to her brother in a Detroit manufacturing plant. 
 The Board adopted as policy the commitment to re-employ after the war, for available 
openings all those serving in the armed forces or was-associated industries. 
 Warren Simmons, chairman of the Mechanics' Joint Apprenticeship Committee, 
requested that B. W> Hendricks be placed in charge of apprentices.  Hugh McDonald and a 
carpentry class rebuilt the garage at Lincoln and repaired Stevens Field outdoor lavatories. Board 
members were concerned about bus tires and decided to check with the rationing board to see if 
they could get replacements if buses were loaned for summer recreation use. 
 The Junior Class stage a "sneak day" in April, 1942—with 150 of class, accompanied by 
some sophomores and some seniors, walking out.  They were suspended and not allowed to 
participate in any school activities, including the Junior Prom, until reinstated. 
 Students who previously had not strayed from the straight and narrow were reinstated 
after an interview with administration and after signing "an agreement pledging full cooperation 
by making  up double time lost." 
 Truants, those who were professionals at evasion of rules, had to bring their parents to the 
high school and agree to conform to school discipline.  The seniors had been warned by letter in 
February regarding abolishment of "sneak days". Principal Matters inquired as to how to deal 
with seniors who "sneaked".  The Board left the matter to Matters, pledging to support him. 
 The State, through the Department of Public Instruction, put pressure on small districts 
for consolidation and Thurston County wasn't forgotten.  Elmer L. Breckner former Olympia and 
Tacoma Superintendent and now with State Education Department, was assigned to the State 
Committee for Reorganization of County Schools. 
 Proposals brought before the county committee were varied.  Lacey and South Nay 
wanted Gull Harbor and Gull Harbor wanted none of that.  There weren't sufficient students in 
east Olympia and Tumwater for a high school district, some argued.  One plan would combine 
Lacey, Collins, East Olympia, Nisqually and South Bay/  Black Lake directors wanted to 
consolidate with Olympia.  The committee felt Black Lake, McLane, Griffin, and Delphi should 



be considered  as a unit.  Chambers Lake wanted to be annexed to Olympia, as their children 
already attended Olympia schools. 
 The Board gave authority for the high school principal to give a full year's credit to 
Japanese students in early 1942 should they be forced to evacuate before school closed. 
 Fall enrollment dropped from 3,285 to 3,253 as older students entered employment 
before graduation.  Three teachers drove school buses (which had been prohibited during the 
depression).  Custodians' salaries were raised.  A 10 percent increase was granted cafeteria 
workers at Mrs. Pleas' request. 
 Mrs. Pleas resigned her position in September, 1942.  In February, cafeteria workers, who 
now had two supervisors, asked for her return.  She came back and finished the year.  Helena 
Pleas had made the school cafeteria pay its way during a depression.  From a PTA project she 
built a cafeteria system which became a model for others to follow—and all this without federal 
subsidy. 
 The federal government asked for 20 percent of the typewriters in the high school.  Board 
members said "No"; all; were in use in six periods a day.  Then the Office of Defense 
Transportation asked bus routes be reduced 25 percent, district-wide.  Fuel oil and food rationing 
registration was completed by teachers, principals and students, with 2410 fuel oil books 
prepared and 19,868 residents issued Ration Book 2. 
 H. C. Graves replaced Representative Harry Tom Martin and Bill Guffey replaced A. W. 
Lewis on the Board in 1943.  Noyes Talcott was elected President with William Haycox Vice-
President.   
 Salaries during time of rising costs were supplemented by bonuses paid after service was 
rendered.  The teachers requested a 6 percent deferred payment for 1941-42 but the Board would 
agree to only 3 percent.  The Board could not pay salaries in advance as requested by the 
teachers' committee members, who were concerned about rising income taxes. 
 Donald Baker, Ralph Lindsay, Rudy Sanderson and Howard Nyman represented the 
Olympia Federation of Teachers as well as the Olympia Education Association in salary 
discussions. 
 The teachers felt the bonus was an unsatisfactory method of providing increments and 
proposed a new salary schedule replacing the one that had been adopted in 1937.  The minimum 
salary would be $1,500 with  $2,480 as a thirteenth step. 
 The Board members contacted legislators in 1943 as did teachers.  Julia Butler Hansen 
was chairman of the House Education Committee.  The Legislature appropriated $1,400,000 for 
immediate teacher salary relief.  Each paycheck was upped $30 for April, May and June.  
Consideration was given to the proposed schedules presented by teachers in 1942 but this would 
mean a return to warrants.  The teachers were willing to accept warrants but the Board was 
allergic to discounted interest-bearing paper.  They opted for a ten mill levy. 
 There were 122 teachers in the system.  Some teachers left to assume higher paying jobs 
in defense industries.  George Galkowski and Howard Nyman went to work at Boeing.  Rudy 
Sanderson instructed naval cadets at the University of Washington.  Katherine Kilbuck and Anna 
Mae Flawn (Mrs. Anna Mae Anderson) enlisted in the WAVES.  Donald Monson and Hazel 
Loomis were released from contract.  Ora Smith, Doris Grim, Clayton Farrington, Mary Top, 
Bea Boe, Elizabeth Miller and Homer Fulton were hired.  Martin Miller was released to do three 
months field work with W.E.A. 
 Leland P. Brown applied for federal home economics support under the George Deen  
Act. He coped with the problem of deferments for married men teachers with offspring.  He 
oversaw the purchase of a long-awaited school bus and h home economics and manual arts 
equipment.  He moved elementary home economics and manual arts out of Garfield to provide 
classroom space. 



 Mrs. T. I. Pitts, Olympia Parent-Teacher leader and head of  the Olympia Recreation 
Council, proffered help to the schools for 1943 summer recreation program.  The school loaned 
equipment and playgrounds. 
 The PTA city-wide council wanted more usable playgrounds.  Washington PTA had the 
District cover some areas with cinders which would mix in with the mud or dust to provide 
traction for active students with a minimum of sod clinging to shoes and clothing.  McKinley had 
sandy soil, so that PTA concentrated on improved facilities and roof repair.   
 The Superintendent recommended lightening the teacher load by providing more 
elementary music supervision, aid for the recreation program, improved playfields and 
establishment of a film library. 
 The teachers, through Ralph Lindsay, asked that any cash balance in excess of $10,000 as 
of June 30, 1944, be distributed to teachers.  Director Graves favored a teacher bonus. 
 Wilfred Reeves, Adolph Larson, Frances Nordling and Ann Guadino conducted a 
summer recreation program.  Jim Bohle was commended for fine work on the recreation council 
by Mrs. W. S. Simonsen, Olympia City Council. 
 The Thurston County Taxpayers endorsed the building levy.  Nothing could be built but 
the Board wanted some dollars in the hope chest.  The vote was 4,493 yes and 927 no—and 82 
percent favorable vote. 
 The Petroleum Administration, a subsidiary of the War Production Board, on July 5, 
1944, directed the School Board to take immediate steps to change over from burning oil in the 
high school furnaces to burning coal.  After a check by an architect to see about changeover 
equipment, the Petroleum administration was told the District didn't have the necessary estimated 
$10,000 to do the job.  Two months later, Charles Heyns, W.P.B., reported it wasn't necessary to 
convert. 
 It was an election year and Harry S. Truman, Democrat nominee for Vice-President, 
came to town in 1944.  It was a gala occasion and high school was dismissed fifteen minutes 
early so that the band could play and any who desired could listen to the man from Missouri. 
 Complaints rolled in—evidently from people who were not planning on voting for the 
Roosevelt-Truman ticket.  The Board, in absence of a written policy on the matter, rationalized 
that it was preferable to dismiss all than excuse many and have the school system disrupted by 
absentees. 
 Brown reported that the residents of Grand Boulevard Road had entered into an 
agreement with the city to lay a four-inch water main from the Pacific Highway to within a short 
distance of the bridge and then reduce to a two-inch  main.  Brown recommended a four-inch 
main all the way while the ditch was open.  The City promised fire protection if the main was 
installed and agreed to lay the main with the school district paying for labor. 
 H.C. DeYarmon retired as Director in 1944 after thirteen years of service to the schools.  
Oliver Ingersoll, an attorney, was elected.  Bill Guffey, genial druggist, was elected President of 
the Board with H. D. Graves, a state employee, as Vice-President.  Bolender and Haycox 
completed the group. 
 The high school band played for the inauguration of Governor Mon Wallgren which was 
held on the steps of the Legislative Building on a brisk January day in 1945.  The inauguration 
was attended by many from all over the state. 
 While the band played, Superintendent Brown was concerned with bulging buildings.  
Thurston County's population was increasing too fast for comfort.  Young couples lived with 
parents as new homes or apartments weren't available.  Hotel rooms had to be reserved, as many 
were rented by state officials, wives of G.I.'s at Fort Lewis and to an increasing gamut of the 
traveling public.  Anyone coming to town had better have a reservation or know a resident who 
had an extra bed.  
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         Cole Plan Started 
 
 
 
 In 1920, Thurston County population had been 22,366, with 7,795 in Olympia. In 1940 
there was 37,285 in the county and 13,254 in the city. It was estimated 1950 would see 40,000 in 
the county and 14,200 in the city. The school enrollment, 2,068 in 1920, was estimated at 3,658 
in 1945. 
 Dr. Thomas Cole, retired professor of education administration at the University of 
Washington, made an educational facilities survey of the Olympia district in 1945. He suggested 
moving Washington Elementary to a new site and making Washington a city-wide junior high 
school. Eliminating the seventh and eight grades from Garfield would release five rooms and 
provide kindergarten space. Extra room would be available at Lincoln. A new Roosevelt, to 
house 400, should be built. McKinley should be relocated near Washington; this would take in 
many attending Washington. The high school should have a new shop and gym. The Cole plan 
was widely discussed by PTA’s and civic groups. Cole hadn’t reckoned with a baby boom and 
attraction of former G.I.’s to Evergreen State.  
 The Olympia Agriculture Local requested a Smith-Hughes course. A class in airplane 
inspection was held in the Jensvold plant. More that 800 were enrolled in Red Cross Courses. 
The Lemon house, owned by the district, was vacated and the Board contacted the Thurston 
County Housing Committee as to the proper rental fee. Garfield PTA was asking for 
kindergarten and Lincoln PTA wanted improved lunches. 
 School districts could now invest idle funds in securities and in 1945; $200,000 was 
invested in Series C. U. S. Treasury Notes at 1.07 percent interest a year. 
 Walter Ingle was named Lincoln Principal when Roy I. Mohrmann was appointed 
superintendent of the training school in Chehalis. Wilfred Reeves was named Roosevelt 
principal. Darrell Jones of the McKinley district was appointed director to replace Director 
Haycox, who had moved. Jones selection was given approval by the voters in the next election. 
 Newcomer to the group was Dr. T. Reed Ingham, Olympia native and the maternal 
grandson of Thomas Reed, early Board member. Grandpa Reed, who came up the West Coast 
after the gold rush fever has somewhat abated, was a Wells Fargo agent, territorial auditor, and 
later state abated. 
 H. P. Graves was named Board President and H. W. Bolender, Vice-President. Oliver 
Ingersoll, astute attorney, completed the Board. The first priority, now that war was over, was a 
building program which would make possible classes of smaller size. All schools needed repairs. 
 Ernest minor, R. V. Osterhout, Alvin Matzger and Dan O’Learv were named to a 1946 
building committee. 
 The various PTA’s, through City Council PTA, endorsed adequate elementary schools to 
serve all areas. They asked that the best architects available be engaged. They favored bonding 
the district. Wohleb and Wohleb were engaged as architects along with Narramore and Brady of 
Seattle. Narramore advised that due to shortage of lumber and hardware, no building could be 
done in 1946. 



 
     Distributive Education Offered 

 
 McKinley PTA, alerted to building needs, invited the Board and concerned citizens to a 
PTA open house so that all could see the crowded fire-trap with which mothers and dads with 
teachers had worked to make do. Board members agreed it needed immediate replacement. 
 Roosevelt PTA members heard about this wooing of Board members and they too issued 
invitations to an open house. Everyone living in the Northeaster part of the District and probably 
a few important grandparents were on hand to greet the Board and demonstrate how the building 
was bursting at the seams. The Board promised Roosevelt a new school—the first elementary 
replacement. 
 Bolender and Ingersoll presented the motion to Board: New schools were to be built on 
the Roosevelt and McKinley sites, with Roosevelt to be built first. In addition, a site for 
Washington Elementary School was to be found. Ingham, Bolender, Jones and Ingersoll voted 
for the motion, with President Graves voting against it. 
 The Board asked for a committee of teachers to recommend extra-curricular activities and 
appropriate stipends for teachers. Appointed were M. W. Rockey, chairman, and members 
Tipton, Bess Huff, Frances Nordling, Louise Montgomery, Les Armstrong and Rudolf Larson. 
 The music program was beefed up, with Bess Clancy, Bill Sherman, Les Armstrong and 
Don Baker being assigned to it. 
 Dr. Ingham, with an eye to student health, saw to it that a second school nurse was added 
to staff. 
 Merchandising was now offered, with J.W. Schooenberger’s salary coming from the 
state. The students received classroom instruction and on-the-job training. “Shollie’s” 
distributive education classes were pioneers in the state. This was on-the-job training, and a 
subject of concern to those believing only in strict classroom instruction. 
 Stevens Field came in for improvement. The infield was filled with clay, graded and was 
usable. A building at the north end of the field was remodeled, with new plumbing and toilet 
facilities. There was urgent need for shower space and a drying room but Superintendent Brown 
suggested waiting until materials were available. During wartime all production had been geared 
to the war effort and since cessation of hostilities, retooling was necessary. There was a huge 
demand for home building supplies. 
 Before more schools could be built, youngsters started kindergarten. Trinity Lutheran and 
the Baptist Church at Harrison and Rogers provided kindergarten space. A. J. Phillips built a 
two-room building at Garfield as Ernest Suko, the capable principal, was running out of parking 
space for new students. 
 The Board bought twenty-four lots in Block 17, Sebree’s Addition, on which to build the 
new Roosevelt School. The houses were sold and moved from the site. The City vacated Bethel 
from Leavenworth to San Francisco, also the alley in Sebree’s Addition—Block 17. 
 The Board bought a lot, a fractional part of Block one, Crosby’s Addition and the S1/2 of 
Lot 6, Block 11, Wright’s Central Park Addition, and the S1/2 of Lot 7, Central Park Addition. 
These lots were East of Lincoln School. 
 Prosecuting Attorney Lynch asked the County Commissioners to vacate all streets and 
alleys in the McKinley site. On City Engineer Dohm’s recommendation and the Board’s request, 
the City Commission agreed to vacate the alley in Block 68, Henry and Talcott’s subdivision, 
and Blocks 6 and 8, Olympia Highlands. The alleys became a part of the Washington and 
Lincoln play areas. The Board sold the old Butler Cover School site to Jas. Benn for $525. 
 At Ernest Minor’s suggestion, the Board retained O. B. Thorgrimson of Seattle to prepare 
ballot and bond titles and assist in the sale of the bonds. All aspects of a bond sale were carefully 



scrutinized for legality and the Thorgrimson firm’s approval speaks well of the Board’s 
adherence to proper procedure. 
 With increased salaries, more students and more teachers, the general fund was running 
$40,000 in the red. The Board members adopted in October, 1946, a budget of over $500,000. 
They planned a five mill levy to augment the general fund but the teachers’ federation 
committee—Donald Baker, D. O. Monson, L. Porter and M. W. McLeod—wanted a ten mill 
levy. The Thurston County Taxpayers were on record favoring increased state support. Martin 
Miller informed the receptive Board that the Olympia unit of the Washington Education 
Association had bee reactivated and desired to confer with the Board on matters of welfare of 
teachers and students. 
 Building plans were approved for Roosevelt and McKinley. The Architects were 
Narramore and Brady and Wohleb and Wohleb. The district sold the $500,000 in bonds in 
December, 1946, to Blythe and Co. and the Seattle First National at 1.406 percent interest per 
year. 
 The high school was being used for night school classes with Martin Miller as principal. 
A fine arts guild committee-Richard Watts, Sherm Hurrine and P. G. Schmidt—advocated a 
2,000 capacity auditorium and offered their support in raising money. The Board said this would 
be considered if Washington Junior High was remodeled. 
 Martin Miller and George Yantis were elected to the House of Representatives. Miller 
was affable man who loved boys and girls and was much interested in education. Yantis, and 
experienced legislator, was elected speaker. 
 A six mill levy measure passed with 4,238 votes cast of which 3.883 or 90.4 percent were 
favorable. This made possible increases in all salaries in the school system. A teacher with a 
B.A. degree and no experience, under the new schedule would receive $2,550 for the first year. 
Principals would receive approximately $3,800, with the high school principal receiving $5,725. 
John Beigh, in charge of maintenance, received $3,800. Brown was re-elected for three years at 
$7,200. (Incidentally, Brown was trying to reduce the time custodians spent around school to a 
five-day week and not more than eight hours a day. It wasn’t a case of his not liking the 
custodians, he said, but they seemed to be at beck and call of anyone at the school.) 
 Martin Miller was appointed County Superintendent of Schools in May, 1947. Bernice 
Cornehl, a WSC graduate in home economics, was hired as cafeteria supervisor. A Chevrolet 
was purchased for district use at $1,474. 
 Robert Tardiff, Lawrence Pinson, George Morris, Fred Schlichting, Katherine Eichinger, 
Bertha Gibbs, Myrtie Perkins and Caroline Darling were 1947 staff additions. During war years, 
Superintendent Brown had hired wives of Fort Lewis soldiers who made a contribution to local 
education while their husbands were in the area. He continued this practice in “cold war” times. 
This meant a higher turnover rate but they were excellent teachers who had been uprooted by 
war from other teaching jobs. 
 The school district went into an intensive catch-up on maintenance problems which had 
been delayed by the war. The home economics rooms were altered and painted. Classrooms were 
spruced up by desk painting, floor sanding and woodwork varnishing. The summer work was 
done by custodians, aided by teachers. 
 The budget was up to nearly $725,600. Lunchroom receipts now were included in the 
budget, which also reflected changes in state and county appropriations. 
 Bernice Cornehl, supervisor, made appropriate adjustments in what had become a 
federally supported school lunchroom program. She lacked needed equipment, such as hot food 
vacuums, means of keeping food hot at some schools and proper transport containers. Cooking 
was done at the high school. She was praised by Lincoln but not by Roosevelt which lacked 
adequate stove surface to keep food warm. She acquired a reputation as a stickler for cleanliness. 



 The Board showed its support by authorizing purchase of a double-decker baker, steam 
cookers, dishes and other stainless equipment. 
 The Olympia High School PTA went all out to buy a new set of excellent hotel ware—
dishes, plates, cups, saucers, salad plates—which were put to good use. Thirty years later, despite 
foam cups and plastic-coated paper plates, these dishes still are brought out to special occasions. 
 In August, 1947, the district received word from the State Board of Education through 
Pearl Wanamaker, that Olympia was one of 62 districts to receive state building aid. There was a 
catch, however. Building prices and labor prices were up and the local money, voted some time 
previous, had suffered from inflation. 
 In October, Elmer Breckner reported that available state matching funds would be 
insufficient to build both Roosevelt and McKinley. The architects estimated McKinley would 
cost $655,500 and Roosevelt $762,600. The predicted that these estimates would go even higher 
as costs continued to increase. 
 Dr. Ingham moved that bids be called for construction of McKinley with and without 
play shed. He assumed the state would make available $60,000 in addition to the $160,000 
allocated. Jones seconded. Ingham, Jones and Graves voted “aye”. Ingersoll voted “no” as he felt 
the cost prohibitive. Brown advised that the application for state matching funds would have to 
be resubmitted on the basis of revised costs. 
 Roosevelt PTA members, by resolution, asked the Board to meet with them on October 
27, 1947. The question posed was “What has the Board of Directors done towards the Roosevelt 
School building program?” the history of the frame building; the stucco building and the portable 
were recounted by Bolender. 
 The state granted the district $220,000 on a 44 percent basis. Ingersoll continued to 
advocate building a Roosevelt school of a size to fit the money available. 
 Dr. Ingham argued that both schools were of equal importance but that more students 
could be better served by a new Roosevelt. He moved for the construction of a building that 
would include seven classrooms, principal’s office, teachers’ workroom; alternates would be a 
playroom, a four classroom section and a two-classroom unit. Oliver Ingersoll seconded the 
motion, which carried with Bolender’s vote. Jones and Graves voted “no”. 
 The septic tank at McKinley was malfunctioning and a new sewage disposal plant, to cost 
between $5,000 and $6,000 was ordered for the school. 
 Darrell Jones contacted the McKinley PTA and arranged for a Board meeting at the 
school. McKinley patrons felt they could do with a less pretentious school than the proposed 
Roosevelt. Their community club asked that both schools be built. 
 H. C. Brodie, attorney, attended the next Board meeting. He announced he had been 
instructed to prepare a petition for the withdrawal of the McKinley district. He also intended to 
prepare a petition and complaint to restrain the Board from entering into a contract to build 
Roosevelt at a total cost in excess of $500,000. 
 After hearing Brodie and the Board rescinded the previous action to provide a new 
sewage disposal plant at McKinley. 
 

   



    
Roosevelt?  McKinley? 

 
 Wortman, Clerk of the Board, was served with a summons and complaint in an action to 
prevent the Board from entering into any “contract for the construction of Roosevelt School 
based upon the specification and call for bids heretofore made by the defendants or in the 
alternative, why they should not be restrained and enjoined from entering into any contract to 
spend more than $400,000.” The action was brought in the name of Thomas E. Drescher and 
Edna Drescher, husband and wife vs. the Olympia School District and members of the School 
Board. 
 At Ingersoll’s suggestion, able Thomas O’Leary was engaged as attorney to represent the 
district in Superior Court. Judge John M. Wilson rendered a verdict in favor of the Olympia 
School District and the plaintiffs were assessed court costs. 
 Contracts for erection of 13 classrooms and office space at Roosevelt were awarded to: 
  A. G. Homan, General Contractor  $343,846.00 
  Thompson Electric, Bremerton      18,648.00 
  Capitol Plumbing and Heating      83,316.98 
         $445,810.98 
 
 A contract for clearing and grading five acres at McKinley was awarded to Steenson 
Construction Company for $13,000. This included the installation of the sewage disposal plant. 
McKinley patrons and Board were mending fences. 
 In November a Mr. Hall, a Mr. Symons and a Mr. Garrard of Washington asked that a 
play shed be constructed from old Roosevelt salvage. They returned in December with rough 
sketches made by contractor Garrard. 
 Mrs. Ester Knox, Garfield PTA President, presented the Board with a check for $241.44 
to help put heat in the Garfield gymnasium. The PTA had raised $500 and would be able to raise 
more money if needed, she promised. Garfield students had been donning outdoor clothing to go 
the gym where they were expected to engage in games in a bundled-up fashion. Mothers 
complained that upper grade students smelled like a B.O. factory when they returned home. Dr. 
Ingham thanked the PTA President for the money which he assured, would be used as soon as 
possible. 
 Later the Board voted to put heaters in the gym if the PTA would share the cost. The 
PTA contributed $600 toward the $1,200 job. The group brought in the Williams Marionettes 
and conducted a successful rummage sale to raise the needed funds. 
 Darrell Jones was elected Board President in 1949, with Reed Ingham as Vice-President. 
Al Newman replaced Graves, who went to Walla Walla at state expense. 
 The Board sold the Lemon house at 111 Franklin which was moved. Mrs. William 
McMurray and Mrs. Stockwell, on behalf of McKinley, asked for the hot water tank. The Board 
paid for hook-up at the school. Before this, all hot water for washing dishes was heated on a 
range at the old school. 
 Sears Foundation contributed $800 to help pay for the model store for the merchandising 
class. Shollenberger was on the job. 
 M. W. “Chick” Rockey took his basketball squad to the state tournament in Seattle in 
1948. More important, he was named director of physical education. A gentleman, intelligent, 
forceful, kind, truly a master-teacher, never shirking a duty, he represented that elite group 
whose salary could never match output. As new director of physical education, he was relieved 
of football coaching and Roy E. Carlson was elected to that position, which carried a $500 extra-
curricular stipend. 



 Other teachers elected were Alma Bratton, Marjorie Heron, Harold Anderson, Mary 
Elizabeth Kast, Florence Ring, Jean Evans, Robert Summers, Gene LaDue, Albert Bookout, 
Ruth Cummins, Marguerite Spurgeon, Ronald Wood, Mary Bookout, Esther Jacobson, Wanda 
Clark, Helen Anderson, Robert Kindschy and Nellie Keithahn. 
 Clayton Farrington, genial history instructor at the high school, was elected to the House 
of Representatives. He was given a leave of absence starting in January, 1949, for the session 
duration. 
 Retiring Anna N. Stanford was thanked by the Board for her years of teaching in the high 
school. Gene LaDue was assigned to visual aids in the office of the Thurston County 
Superintendent of Schools with her salary reimbursed to the district by the state. 
 The Board granted approval for the high school band to play at a Truman Day parade on 
June 10, 1948. (They had previously granted permission for a musical group to entertain the 
Republicans at a Lincoln Day Dinner. Fair is fair.) 
 Stevens Field was rented to the Fraternal Order of Eagles for the July convention. Rates 
on auditorium rental were raised. 
 Ernest Suko chaired a staff committee which with the cooperation of savings and loan 
institutions initiated a student savings plan. At the end of the second week 1,265 students had 
deposited $1,175 in individual savings accounts. 
 Darrell Jones was named to represent the Board on the Thurston County School District 
Organization Committee. Directors Bolender, Ingham and Jones were on the building and 
grounds committee. Director Graves, Jones and Ingam were on the insurance committee. 
Insurance and buildings and grounds were standing committees appointed by President Ingersoll. 
 In August, 1948, for the first time, the transportation agreement with the Department of 
Public Instruction included the following regulation: 

School bus routes are approved for the purpose of apportioning state school funds, 
which according to the Constitution must be exclusively applied to the current use 
of the common schools. Therefore, all school bus routes must be established and 
operated solely for the transportation of pupils to and from public schools. 

 The State paid 90 percent of transportation costs which totaled $12,030 for the current 
year. In view of this, the Board agreed it would not be possible to continue transportation of 
parochial or private school children. Superintendent Brown was directed to contact the Seventh-
Day Adventist School and St. Michael’s to report the decision of the Board and the reasons for it. 
 John Beigh was ill in July and August, 1948m and the Board voted to continue his salary. 
Mr. Wortman, Secretary to the Board, became ill and Virgil Adams was named Secretary. 
 

     



   
Field House Built 

 
 The Olympia Athletic Club, realizing the need for a field house at Stevens Field, planned 
a money-raising campaign in September 1947. A month later the Club had $10,800 plus a $3,000 
pledge by the student body. The Junior Women’s Club put on a program of skits in the high 
school auditorium to benefit the field house. The fund grew. Interested citizens volunteered to 
work on the building. Much of the material used was obtained at wholesale prices. Press and 
radio support was given the raising of funds by popular subscription. The dedication was held at 
half-time of a football game, November 19, 1948. 
 The Board accepted the field house from the Olympia Athletic Club. The Club was asked 
to submit all bills, paid and unpaid, for the debt incurred in construction the field house. The 
Secretary was directed to pay the bills against the building up to a maximum of $5,000 with the 
understanding that the O.A.C. would attempt to raise enough money to repay the School District. 
Carl Reder was president of the athletic club, H. W. Bolender was secretary. The Olympia 
Brewery donated $500 and this brought the indebtedness down the $5,236.68. 
 The Lions Club donated an electric scoreboard. 
 The architects were concerned about keeping Roosevelt construction costs within reason, 
as there always are unforeseen items to be added. The Board also ordered changes in McKinley 
plans to limit the cost to monies available. Dirt from an L.I.D. project in the Roosevelt area was 
used to fill in low spots on the playfield. 
 The forms of requesting state aid to finish Roosevelt and build McKinley (B-2 and B-3) 
were completed by Superintendent Brown. Estimates were for $200,000 to complete Roosevelt 
and $20,500 to build McKinley. 
 Spring vacation in 1949 was scheduled for March 16, 17, and 18 so that students and 
teachers could attend the state basketball tournament. Miss Ruth Treadwell requested two weeks 
with pay to complete her wedding plans. The Board voted to give her the vacation but not the 
pay.  
 The School District assumed the cost of physical examinations for bus drivers. All 
potential bus drivers were required to take the examination. The policy of issuing eighth and 
ninth grade diplomas was discontinued inasmuch as it did not mean the completion of a student’s 
education.  
 With the reactivation of O.E.A., that organization and the Olympia Federation of 
Teachers unit annually appealed for better salaries and in 1949 requested an added step on the 
schedule so that the teacher with longer district experience would receive more. 
 An earthquake shook Olympia in April, 1949. The damage was extensive: the Capitol 
buildings, business establishments and homes were all affected. The threat of fire was feared 
with water pressure reduced. 
 A student, Helen Powell, at the Lincoln School was hit on the head by a piece of tile but 
was soon back in school. A portion of the McKinley School chimney fell but was immediately 
rebuilt. Plaster was shaken loosed in the high school auditorium and four classrooms. After the 
earthquake, settling showed damage to the high school roof. The smoke-stack had been reduced 
to roof level. The parapet around the top of the building was loosened and in danger of falling, so 
it was removed. Architects Murray and Stacey Bennett checked all buildings, found the outside 
walls on the connecting wing between the auditorium wall and the old building of the high 
school had been sheared off approximately at the bottom of the metal cornice. Immediate action 
was taken to re-tie the walls to the interior construction of the building until such time as they 
could be rebuilt. It cost about $50,000 to repair all damage. 
 



      Earthquake Repairs Made 
 

 The Board had plenty of building plans—earthquake repair to Garfield, Lincoln and 
Washington; construction of McKinley School (plans and specifications were ready); completion 
of a utility room and lunchroom facilities at Roosevelt; temporary classrooms at Garfield and 
maybe Lincoln; grading the Lemon property; acquiring property for Washington Elementary, for 
a new high school and possibly for a junior college. To this was added the need for a garage for 
housing school buses. 
 Dr. Ingham, chairman of the Board’s insurance committee, advocated a better method of 
insurance coverage than the piecemeal allocation of business to friends in the insurance business. 
A meeting of all insurance agents in Olympia was called and made recommendations to the 
Board. 
 The insurance agents names Milt Bosell, Fred Weller and George Draham as a permanent 
committee to supervise and handles all school insurance business. An annual summary report 
and recommendations were to be made. 
 In May, 1949, the State Board of Education approved the following policy relative to 
state matching funds for school construction: 

To give consideration to expenditures made by local school districts on approved 
projects, on subsequent allocation of funds made available to the Board. 

 The Board and Leland Brown interpreted this to mean that they could build McKinley 
and that when state funds were allocated for school building, the state’s share for McKinley 
would land in the district’s building fund. The plans for McKinley were on file in the 
Department of Public Instruction and within the week the Board received a go-ahead in the form 
of a B-7 from Mrs. Wanamaker. Bids were called. 
  Contracts were awarded to: 
  Strand & Sons, General    $358,175 
  Capital Plumbing and Heating       89,756 
  Olympia Electric Company        21,507  
         $469,438 
 
 McKinley PTA members attended the bid opening. One can imagine their joy. The boiler 
room in “old” McKinley was under the entrance and exit stairs. An explosion or fire would have 
been a catastrophe. 
 In June, 1949, Tumwater, South Bay and Olympia discussed formation of a Thurston 
County Purchasing District. The three districts had 15 buses to be worked on. Mechanics would 
be hired by the executive committee composed of one member from each district. The work 
would be done in Thurston County shops with a flat fee of 5 percent of the total work done 
charged for depreciation and use of equipment. The Board voted to join the T.C. Purchasing 
District. 
 Contracts for summer painting of high school trim and auditorium, Washington and 
Garfield were awarded to Olympia Paint and Decorating and Carl J. Arney Company. 
 

  



     
Cloverfield Acreage Purchased 

 
 Forty acres of the Cloverfield Farm was sold to School District 320 in May, 1949. P. D. 
Northcraft and Helen Eskridge were executors of the Bates Estate which owned the farm. The 
land was purchased for $20,000 and “situated in the R. M. Walker Donation Land Claim No. 38 
T18 RIW, WM County of Thurston, and  State of Washington.” The land was the southwest 
portion of the Cloverfield Farm. 
 In June, 1950, Theodore Schmidt announced he had a tract of land adjacent to the school 
tract and it was necessary to extend Carlyon three blocks in order for him to develop his land. He 
asked the district deed 0.84A to the County for a roadway. The Board deeded the land with the 
stipulation that the District would not be obligated for further expenditure on the road. 
 The Eskridge’s were contacted about renting the large cattle barn on their property for 
storage of the district’s school buses. A seven year lease was signed with $1,000 rental fee per 
year, and option to buy at $7,500. Rental paid in advance was to be credited to purchase price. 
 The 1950 district valuation, according to Archie Barwick, County Assessor, was 
$13,211,293. 
 The board voted to have open house at Roosevelt on September 16, 1949. People were 
building houses by the block in this area so their children could attend the new school. 
 Attendance was up at all elementary schools on the first day of school: 

1948 1949 
Garfield    586  682(plus 16 percent) 
Lincoln    489  532(plus 9 percent) 
McKinley    192  213(plus 11 percent) 
Roosevelt    269  395(plus 47 percent) 
Washington    826  862(plus 4 percent) 
High School    1254  1227(minus 2 percent) 

 The baseball grandstand was destroyed by fire in fall of 1949 and Phillips Construction 
Company estimated it would cost $12,635 to replace. The insurance adjuster offered to have the 
grandstand rebuilt if the district would pay $350 because of the depreciation of the roof. The 
offer was accepted by the Board. The district supplied the materials ($285) and the City the labor 
for installation of fire hydrants near the football grandstand as recommended by the fire marshal. 
 Stevens Field was used for varied athletic events not connected with the high school. The 
women’s and the men’s state fastball tournaments were held at Stevens Field as well as Garfield 
and Washington playfields. 
 The 1949-50 budget totaled $886,964 of which $45,746 was earmarked to keep the 
district on a cash basis. The building fund budget totaled $570,000, all of which had been 
committed. 
 

   



     
McKinley has Open House 

 
 Mrs. Thomas Olson, Washington PTA Secretary, appeared before the Board to argue 
successfully the need for a play shed at Washington. The board called for bids, following 
approval of Whole’s plans. The contract was awarded to G. W. Barr of Tacoma for $9,200. 
Lassen Electric did the wiring for $540. 
 The Board approved of having Representative Russell Mack talk at the high school. 
Government bonds in the amount of $100,000 were cashed and the money was allocated to the 
building fund. 
 The date for the election of the school board members was changed by the Legislature 
from December to the first Saturday in February. 
 Named to the faculty were Evelyn Peterson, Henry Melusky, Ruby Nickerson, Herb 
Challen and Marguerite Spurgeon. Roland Woods, speech correctionist, was receiving much 
favorable comment for his work with boys and girls. 
 Board members were invited to the McKinley Thanksgiving dinner. The Board 
authorized purchase of more that $10,000 in furniture for the new school. Another $100,000 in 
bonds were cashed, adding to the building fund. The Board then cashed another bond—and 
another! 
 McKinley held open house September 11, 1950. The PTA presented the Board with a 
check for $300, its half of the cost of the public address system. Board and PTA representatives 
presented a short program followed by tours of the new building. 
 Rainy weather disclosed a leak in the ceiling and frantic efforts were made to locate the 
source of entry. (It wouldn’t have been much of a worry with the old grey building. Then 
someone would have placed a pan under the leak.) 
 Frank Bishop contacted Hank Bolender and offered to give the district 17 acres of land, if 
it would be used for school purposes. The Board visited the Bishop property on the Westside on 
February 12, 1950. The Board members wrote to Bishop they would be happy to discuss his 
generous offer whenever it was made officially. The Board secretary, Virgil Adams, reported at 
the next Board meeting that Bishop had made other arrangements for disposing of his land. 
 After school opened in September 1949, Directors were concerned about the fast traffic 
on East Fourth. The former Lemon property, which high school teachers and students, used as a 
parking lot was graveled. The Model Airplane Club was told it could use Stevens Field and 
school playgrounds for model flying after church or when school was not in session. Jets, 
because of the fire hazard, were not permitted. 
 The County Commissioners needed the bus servicing space at the county shops and asked 
that school buses be out by June 1, 1950. 
 Bolender, who was a county commissioner as well as a school director was re-elected as 
director on February 4, 1950. At the annual reorganization meeting Reed Ingham was elected 
President and Al Newman Vice-President. 
 

   



     
Consolidation With Hayes 

 
 The Hayes-Olympia consolidation measure passed in the Hayes community 95-18. In 
Olympia it passed 1,063 to 154. The Directors wanted the new district number to go back to No. 
1 and it so became. (When Thurston County was separated from Lewis in Territorial days, 
Olympia was designated Number 1 and remained so until the Gull Harbor and Butler Cove 
consolidations. After each consolidation a different number was assigned to the enlarged district, 
as provided by law.) 
 The Hayes students in grades one through six attended McKinley and grades seven and 
eight. Washington Junior High. 
 The Hayes Directors conferred with Olympia Directors prior to consolidation. Hayes 
owned two acres of land purchased from the State in 1903. The Hayes Community Club leased 
the school for $1 a year with a thirty-day termination date. The club tore down the garage on the 
property and built a baseball backstop. 
 Sixty-seven Olympia High School graduates were registered as Freshmen at Central, 
Western, Washington State, St. Martin’s and the University of Washington in 1949-50. The end 
of the first semester or first quarter found the Olympia students had a higher average, grade point 
average, then the class average at each institution. 
 Teachers elected for 1950-51 included Edith Dangerfield, Lois Hodgson, Doreen 
Dangerfield, Dorothy Wells, Shirley Marrs, Azella Taylor and Gwen Bradley. 
 School was closed May 13 so that all students could see the Washington Centennial 
Parade and Exhibits. They were closed by weather and poor roads January 13 through 20, 1950. 
 The cafeteria workspace was enlarged. School officials wanted a traffic light at 13th and 
Washington. The City asked the district to assume 50 percent of cost. The district could not, the 
Board decided; but the good PTA members put up $225. Mrs. L. A. Campbell of the City 
Council delivered the check. 
 The O.F.T. and O.E.A. were desirous of a policy on sabbatical leave and were told to 
prepare a suggested policy for Board consideration. The Prosecution Attorney advised that 
payment to a teacher for sabbatical leave would have to be after the teacher returned from leave 
and was again employed by the school district. 
 The Olympia Baseball Association was granted permission to install a small enclosed 
booth in the Stevens Field press box to store equipment so that it would not have to be removed 
after each game. 
 There were 4,122 student enrolled in all schools in September, 1950, an increase of 228 
over the year before. With a new school, McKinley enrollment went from 212 to 307 for a 95 
gain. Roosevelt gained 68. 
       



 
      Bears Travel By Plane 

 
 The five mill operation levy and the five mill building levy propositions drew over 7,800 
voters on September, 1950. The measures received 74.5 percent and 71.2 percent favorable 
votes. In November, 1950, two similar propositions passed with 66.8 percent and 63.5 percent 
favorable votes. These levies would be collected in different tax years. The placing of levy 
proposals on the ballot at this time saved special election costs. 
 The Sabbatical Leave Policy adopted in 1950 provided for leave to be granted for 
extended travel or study for a one-year period after a teacher had been employed for seven years 
in the district. The total number granted was not to exceed 2 percent of the professional staff 
with, apportionment as equal as possible between K-6 and 7-12. During the first year of return 
the teacher granted sabbatical would receive the difference between her or his salary and that of 
the substitute, payable in ten equal installments along with the regular salary received. 
 In case a teacher decided not to return to Olympia, no sabbatical pay would be granted. 
Applications had to be made early enough in the year to ensure adequate replacement.  
 Birth certificates were required of all kindergarten and first grade students upon entry 
into the schools effective in 1951. 
 Football Coach Roy Carlson and Principal W. J. Matters requested permission for the 
Bears to travel to Yakima on October 13, by a Civil Aeronautics Authority approved charted 
plane. They stated written approval would be obtained from the parents of the players going by 
plane. The Board approved the plan. No bicycling over the frosty pass for the Olympia Bears. 
 The Olympia High School Band Played at a University of Washington dedicated program 
on September 23. They were praised for their fine performance and excellent behavior. 
 In October 1950, the Board approved the membership of its non-certificate employees in 
the Washington State Retirement System, pursuant to Chapter 274, Session Laws of 1947. They 
raised substitute teachers’ salary to $12 a day. A general operating budget of $910,038 was 
adopted. It provided for a cash reserve of $90,457. The building fund budget provided for 
expenditures of $198,373. 
 Dr. Fred Peck of the Roosevelt PTA asked the Board what its plans were for an addition 
to the school. A general discussion was held between Roosevelt PTA and Board members 
regarding the amount of the building fund and its disposition. There was $381,000 in the fund 
which included $211,000 credit from the state matching funds on the McKinley School; 
$141,000 from two five mill levies, collectible in 1951 and 1952; and $33,000 from unpaid 
taxes. This with $200,000 in state funds would make available $580,000. 
 Brown reported that Garfield had three basement rooms fitted up, five rooms in portables 
and one in a nearby church. Lincoln had two basement rooms and rented one in a church. The 
library and music rooms were turned into classrooms. Roosevelt had two classroom in the old 
school. 



 
      Citizens Committee Formed 

 
 Al Newman asked that sketches be prepared for a twelve-room addition to Garfield and 
for a general purpose wing at Roosevelt—four classrooms. 
 A Citizens Advisory Committee was formed by representatives of the American 
Association of University Women, PTA, and service clubs such as Kiwanis, Lions and Rotary. 
The feeling was that more widespread information regarding school operations could result in 
better schools. 
 The Advisory Committee was invited to meet with the Board on February 7, 1951. 
Coffee and cake were served for this special occasion. 
 Hal Socolofsky, chairman of the committee, introduced the following members: Lola 
Bush, Ester Knox, James Carey, Henry Schmidt, Hardt and Sybil Klingbeil, Aileen Bromberg, 
Evelyn Townsend, Dr. Frederick Peck, Roy Clark and A. A. Siebold. Socolofsky explained that 
the group was anxious to become acquainted with the problems confronting the School Board 
and to help keep citizen informed. The committee was anxious to enlarge its membership by 
including representatives of more interested groups, he said. President Ingham invited the 
members to attend Board meetings and expressed appreciation for their interest. 
 Federal officials became aware of the fact that an influx of government project workers 
with children could and did affect the schools’ operating and building expense. Public Laws 815 
and 874 were passed to help school districts cope with the impact of federal projects. 
 Public Law 815 dealt with current operating expenses. A district qualified for assistance 
if at least 3 percent of the students in average daily attendance had parents working on federal 
property. Superintendent Brown reported that 260 parents were employed on federal projects. 
There were 99 students new to Olympia schools in 1950. The School District could receive 
$93.76 for new students for whom PL815 applied and $3`.27 for those previously enrolled or 
about $12,000. 
 The Board feared federal control but Hewitt Henry, Thurston County Prosecuting 
Attorney, cited duplicate sections in each law which safe-guarded local district autonomy. The 
Board made application for the funds. 
 The District’s entitlement for building assistance under Public Law 874 would 
approximate $267,000, Brown reported, in February, 1952. Funds for projects ready for 
construction by July had to be applied for within two weeks, he said. Director Jones moved that 
application be made but his motion died for lack of a second. 
 The Board’s request for $220,472 in 874 funds in late 1952 was denied because 
application had not been received by July. 
 The 1 percent real estate transaction tax enacted during the 1951 Special Legislative 
Session. Each school district was required to hold a public hearing before leveling the tax. If the 
tax, levied by the County Commissioners, did not raise 17 cents per pupil per day, the state 
equalized the revenue. By this maneuver the state switched about $11,000,000 in support form 
the state to the county level. The need for the tax revenue was certified by the Board to the 
County Commissioners after a public hearing. 
 The budget with salary increases for all personnel was estimated at $1,055,694. One 
wonders if Noyes Talcott, as a youngster shooting marbles on the Washington playground, ever 
though his home schools would someday have a million dollar budget? 
 Teacher contracts were issued to Shirley Kammyer, Charlotte Friel, Mary Farrington, 
Elsie Neill, Robert Miller, Louise MacDonald, James Carlson, Helen Curtis, Lois Miller and 
Victoria Robbins. 
 



      Roosevelt, Garfield Enlarged 
 
 Garfield had a two-room and a three-room portable. The three-room portable which faced 
Plymouth Street was moved to front on Garfield, where it overlapped on Woodruff Park. The 
addition to Garfield was planned to face Plymouth Street. 
 A four-room addition with play shed for Roosevelt and the eight-room addition to 
Garfield were approved. Bids were received and sent to the State Board of Education in October, 
1951. The state had a ceiling of $13 per square foot and the projected cost of the contemplated 
additions exceeded this figure. Furthermore, play sheds were not approved for state matching 
dollars. The Olympia Board after specification revisions again called for bids in January, 1952. 
The Following Bids were accepted: 
 Roosevelt—Westside Construction Co.   $107,315.85 
           Capital Plumbing and Heating       25,275.00 
           Lassen Electric         10,007.00 
 
 Garfield—Westside Construction Co.   $113,450.00 
       Capital Plumbing and Heating       36,987.00 
       Lassen Electric         14,994.00 
 
 The state’s share of the projects amounted to $301,748 and the District’s was $31,972.81. 
the state share in part was credit because of the financing of McKinley by local funds. 
 In the Roosevelt and McKinley areas, developers were building block after block of new 
homes. The two schools were already using their libraries as classrooms. Students were in all the 
new classrooms at Garfield and Roosevelt in September, 1952. 
 Darrell Jones and Oliver Ingersoll were re-elected to the Board. Albert Newman was 
elected President in 1951 with H. W. Bolender as Vice-President. 
 Virgil Adams, Board Secretary, improved the vouchering system by listing claim 
number, warrant number on a page after the auditing and finance committee had checked the 
voucher. Board approval was given by signing the summary page. The plan met with approval of 
Al Hankins, State Examiner for the Division of Municipal Audit. 
 The Board members realized the high school was surrounded by homes and offices with 
no room for expansion. They wanted to build a high school on the 40 acres of the Walker Land 
Claim donation. They tried to interest the State in the old building. Frank Sether of the State 
Capitol Committee said the committee was not interested in the high school building for state 
offices. 
 James Gilmore was chairman of an art workshop committee which produced a course of 
study much in demand from outside the district. 
 The high school athletic fund from 1941 to 1951 had shown a profit on football and 
basketball. This money was used to finance baseball, track, golf and tennis or non-paying 
activities. 
 Dr. Frank Rotchford was using as a driveway for off-street parking a small area of the 
former Lemon property. County Commissioner School Director Hank Bolender, even though ill 
in the hospital, asked that a lease be entered into with Dr. Hotchford. The District entered into a 
one-dollar a year lease. The purpose of the lease was to prevent misunderstanding. Dr. Rotchford 
wanted to be notified in case the Board decided to sell: He wanted to buy. 
 Milt Bosell, who handled schools’ insurance, informed the Board members that if they 
replaced the four-inch hydrant to McKinley with two six-inch hydrants and a six-inch water, 
meter, they could save $450 a year on fire insurance. 



 Guy Myatt, City Water Superintendent, explained that when, City Water Superintendent, 
explained that when McKinley School was the only consumer on the line the four-inch meter 
was adequate and allowed the required flow of water through the hydrants. After the McKinley 
Water Company connected on the line the consumption of water increased to the point where the 
four-inch master meter was not large enough to care for domestic requirements and also provide 
minimum requirements for the school fire hydrants. The McKinley Water Company ordered an 
eight-inch meter. The School District paid one-fourth the cost. 
 The water company, through its attorney Van Kinkle, requested that a contract be drawn 
between District and the company guaranteeing the latter the use of the eight-inch line which the 
school District had installed from the city limits to the McKinley School. The company agreed to 
limit expansion so that the flow of water at the school would be 500 gallons a minute at twenty 
pounds of pressure. 
 A Tuberculosis League representative announced that it would be unable to take free 
chest X-Rays for school staff after September, 1951. The cost was $4 per person. Ingersoll 
moved the district make payment to the League for half the 200 employees taking the X-Ray 
check each year. 
 State support for non-vocational adult education was discontinued. This did not affect the 
adult evening classes offered in Olympia. Most of the evening students were state employees 
desiring to advance their skills and classes were vocational. 
 The State Department of Public Instruction and The State School Directors asked districts 
to submit proposed budgets for the 1953-54 and 1954-55 school years. Olympia teachers’ 
salaries were above the state median, a comparison revealed. 
 The annual school election generated more than usual interest as five candidates were 
running for two positions. Albert Newman did not file. Those who filed for three-year terms 
were: Mrs. Mel (Esther) Knox, Carl Downing, Dr. Frank Rotchford, Ron Sholund and incumbent 
Dr. T. Reed Ingham. Official results: 

Esther Knox    2,222 
Dr. Thomas Reed Ingham  1,768 
Carl Downing     1,453 

        Dr. Frank Rotchford             662 
Ronald W. Sholund       435 

 
 The day following the school election the telephone in the Knox home rang constantly 
with the well wishers at the other end of the line. When Ester Knox filed, Mr. and Mrs. Emil 
Johanson and Ben Moore insisted she needed door-to-door coverage with material. They put out 
cold hard cash for political cards and never asked a return on the investment. Winnie Olson, 
Maxine Williams and Shirley Carteer mapped out the town and many other friends canvassed it, 
leaving a card with their visit. Mrs. Knox was the second woman to be elected to the board—
this, a hundred years after Olympia settled. 
 Carl Downing promised support to the Board and help with levies. Downing later went to 
Washington, D. C., as press assistant to Senator Warren Magnuson. 
 Albert Newman, retiring Board member, promised his continued support. He felt that the 
Board should work toward financing and building a new high school, he said. 
 H. W. Bolender was named President and Oliver Ingersoll Vice-President. Dr. Ingham 
and Ester Knox were given the oath of office by Secretary Adams. 
 There was little question as to whether Esther Knox was a director or directress and 
Board minutes for April 2 termed her a “directress”. After that, she was just a director. Her first 
important motion was for installation of a incinerator at Garfield. She knew that was needed. 



 Roosevelt was the first school in the district to have conference type reporting to parents. 
Mrs. Lola Bush, active PTA member, commended the faculty and Principal Reeves for the house 
of time and effort given to making conference reporting a success. 
 Director Ingersoll, after Board discussion of the need for a Roosevelt play shed, moved 
that a 60 80 foot play shed be built. The motion carried. 
 “Chick” Rockey, director of physical education and health for the district reported on the 
feasibility of enclosing the north and south ends of the McKinley play shed. He advised that 
unless all three sides of the shell were closed and heat added it would be best to leave it as it was.  
 A public hearing was held to determine operation expenses for the 1953-55 year. The 
information was turned over to Mrs. Wanamaker to be used in preparing the state budget request 
for schools. 
 A facilities survey completed in 1951 by the Olympia staff showed seven sites, 20 
buildings and 384 rooms of all kinds. It was discovered that the site of “old” Roosevelt School, 
lot one through 12, Sebrees Addition, purchased in 1891, had been deeded to the county by the 
County Treasurer in 1902 for nonpayment of taxes. Director Ingersoll filed the necessary papers 
to clear up the mistake. (The county should be commended for not building a courthouse on the 
site before the district unearthed the error.) 



 
      Lincoln Play Shed  

 
 
 Lincoln PTA leaders wanted a play shed. Leland P. Brown said four classrooms were 
also needed at Lincoln to replace rented and sub-standard basement space. A Quonset building 
was suggested but the Board was reminded that the building had to meet city building code 
requirements. 
 In June, 1952, bids were opened to convert Lincoln boilers from coal to oil and replace 
the old oil burner in the high school. Bids were called for an incinerator. Stacey Bennett and Don 
Paine represented Wohleb and Wohleb. A. J. Phillips was awarded the bid for constructing the 
four-room portable and play shed at Lincoln for $70, 837.96. There was $99,400 in the building 
fund. This meant no play shed at Roosevelt. 
 Adolph Schmidt, Jr. of the Olympia Brewing Company enclosed clippings from the 
Washington Temperance Advocate with a letter questioning whether lectures in Olympia schools 
were biased. Schmidt was invited to attend a lecture when Washington Temperance 
representatives next spoke at the high school. 
 Ted Wynstra became principal of Washington upon the death of Becker. Louis Watkins 
was named vice-principal. Fred Warner was elected to the Washington staff in August, 1952. 
 Director Knox attended the mountain conference for school directors and administrators 
and participated in a panel discussion on the work of citizen advisory committees. The 
conference was sponsored by Pearl Wanamaker, Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
 Director Knox, Ingham and Ingersoll were named to a steering committee for the passage 
of a five-mill levy proposal. Lew Selvidge, knowledgeable executive secretary of the Thurston 
County Taxpayers, promised support as did the University Women, the Chamber of Commerce, 
all PTA’s and service clubs. 
 There were 10,480 votes cast in the September, 1953, primary. The five-mill general fund 
levy measure passed by 71 percent and the five-mill building fund levy measure passed by 68 
percent. 
 There were 370 pre-registered kindergarten students by August, 1952. The general fund 
budget as adopted estimated revenues at $1,114,517 with a $139,744 reserve to keep the district 
on a cash basis. Estimated expenditures were pegged at $1,118,308. The building fund, totaling 
$193,823, was budgeted for expenditure. 
 In the November general election the Board asked voters to approve two five-mill levies 
for building and the general fund for collection in 1954. Henry Gaines, chairman of the steering 
committee, sent a letter to all school families and business people explaining that an election to 
all school families and business people explaining that an election at this time would save the 
cost of a special election. Both measures passed the building levy by 60.3 percent and the general 
fund proposition by 62.8 percent. 



 
      McKinley Receives Addition 

 
 
 Directors Ingham and Knox sponsored a request by Superintendent Brown for District 
application of funds under Public Law 874. 
 In 1952 the Olympia Masonic Lodge, Number One, which had been formed in territorial 
days, held a centennial celebration. The District loaned folding chairs for the special dinner 
attended by many from all over the state. 
  Architect Wohleb advised acceptance of the four-room immovable portable and play 
shed at Lincoln. Dr. Ingham favored a delay, as a new type floor had been laid in the play shed 
and the Board and Lincoln faculty was already hearing about its effects on students’ clothing. 
The contractor suggested holding back funds. A year later the company which supplied the floor 
replace it with a new one. 
 The McKinley area was filling up with families. Students attended classes in the library 
and music room. There was no room for kindergarten. The Board voted to build a four-room 
addition. Forms were approved by the state and bids awarded to A. J. Phillips, general contractor, 
for $38,465.80; Cascade Plumbing, $6, 603; and Olympia Electric, $2, 779.  
 Washington PTA’s Henry Maxwell volunteered payment for plans and grading to 
improve the playgrounds, if the district would get the work done. The Board agreed and had 
drain tile, sump pump and underground pipe laid. The play area was then blacktopped. 
 Shirley Carter, Ward Gooding, Evelyn Townsend and Ernie Suko of the Garfield PTA 
asked for showers in the north end of the play shed, as 150 eighth grade students were using 
three showers in the school basement. The school got the showers. 
 The legislature in 1953 discontinued state support for kindergartens. An attempt to 
finance local kindergartens by an extra millage levy was defeated locally. Kindergartens 
financed by private means sprang up around town, but the majority of children did not attend. 
 Because of the need for classroom space the offices of Superintendent Brown and 
Elementary Supervisor Potts were moved to rented quarters in the Northcraft Building at 114-
116 North Columbia Street. 
 Oliver Ingersoll was elected President of the Board in 1953 with Ester Knox elected 
Vice-President. Virgil Adams was re-elected Secretary. Henry Bolender was re-elected to a 
three-year term on the Board.  
 Elementary Supervisor Harold Potts, despite the scarcity of teachers, did an admirable job 
in getting excellent people. Brown and Potts relied upon the school principals for help. Some 
teachers signing contracts during 1953-54 were: Eleanor Bremer, Paul Avery, Sally Ware, 
Donald Thornhill, Alice Brenner, Edith Rice, Tilford Gribble, Richard Robinson, Frances 
Amundson, Walter Chance, Edna Frazier, Laura Brown, Ronald Douglas, Eileen Dekker, James 
Fouts, Florinda Copeland, Imogene Anderson, Paul Giroux and Margaret Costello. 
 The School District was providing classrooms and furniture but little more. Roosevelt’s 
Principal Wilfred Reeves had to don his roller skates to call a teacher or pupil to the phone. A 
PTA committee represented by Mrs. Lola Bush and Roy Clark asked if the district could invest 
$750 in a public address system. It could. The PTA put in $1,350 toward the cost and the system 
was installed by PTA members under Clark’s direction. PTA members put in 400 man-hours on 
the job. 
 The Board asked Wohleb to review plans for the Roosevelt play shed and call for bids. 
Cascade Olympic was the builder of the long desired adjunct. It cost $15,779.60.  
 Garfield School also needed a public address system. It was financed by the School 
District and Garfield students who raised money financed by the School District and Garfield 



students who raised money from magazine sales. (Never before had there been so many 
magazines in Westside homes.) 
 The electric lights on Stevens Field were focused for baseball and refocused for football. 
It cost about $200 to accomplish this and the money had to come from rentals not the school’s 
general fund, Board members emphasized. 
 Since pioneer days, parents in the county whose youngsters had finished the eighth grade 
paid for the student’s board in Olympia, or brought them to the high school. School buses, 
jitneys and jalopies also played a part in student transportation. The Olympia School District 
received attendance credit dollars but no help on construction cost. The district could bond at this 
time up to 50 percent of assessed valuation. The high school was bulging at the seams. A 
depression and at a standstill. Because of the baby boom, children in Olympia’s elementary 
grades had to be housed in churches. 
 The directors, Superintendent Brown and local taxpayers felt that non-high districts 
whose students attended Olympia’s high school should pay a proportionate share of construction 
costs. Don Sampson and John Spiller of the Legislative Council asked the Olympia Board to 
have a bill school construction. The job fell to Leland P. Brown, Oliver Ingersoll and Prosecuting 
Attorney Swanson. The bill was sponsored by many legislators besides Thurston County’s 
Claude Lorimer. It was enacted and signed into law by the Governor in March, 1953, filling a 
statewide need. 
 Non-high district directors had always said they would pay if they but could. Now they 
could. Did they want to? Meetings were held with all non-high directors in the area. Arnold 
Tjomsland and Tillman Peterson  of Pearl Wanamaker’s staff explained the new law providing 
for financial participation by third class districts in the building of high schools which were 
attended by their students. The cost of construction and the effect on local taxes were the major 
concerns expressed. 
 Lacey and South Bay consolidated to form a North Thurston School District. They had 
more than one-thousand students in eight grades. Then their high school was built. Boston 
Harbor, a poor district, elected to send high school students to North Thurston. Students from 
Nisqually, without transportation, also attended the new district. Griffin, McLance, Tumwater 
and East Olympia contributed toward Olympia’s building costs. Bill Weiks of the Littlerock 
Board announced that students from that district would attend Rochester, which had room. In 
November, however, Rochester High School burned, and Littlerock was faced with the problem 
of complying with the new law on financial participation. 
 Members of the Tumwater Board, Henry Fennel, Wayne Sanders and Stanley Bergh, said 
Tumwater students would attend in Olympia until their high school could be built. 
 Clarence Rose, C. H. Franks and Leonard Challstrom of Griffin asked for concrete 
proposals from Olympia as to amounts to be required and deadlines. The Olympia Board 
couldn’t give specific answers, however until it could solve the pressing junior high school 
construction problem, which involved elementary education facilities. 
 A federal facilities school facilities survey ordered by President Eisenhower was 
implemented in this state by State Superintendent of Schools Pearl Wanamaker. Thurston 
County School District representatives held their first meeting on March 1, 1954 to plan the 
survey. The task was to enumerate all pre-school children and students through high school. A 
utility firm provided the names of its customers with the condition that no further use would be 
made of the listing. Areas not covered were checked by door-to-door canvass. 
 Robert Herness, Thurston County School Superintendent headed the survey. Ester Knox 
was chairman of the Olympia High School service area. The area included Boston Harbor, 
Nisqually, Tumwater, East Olympia, Griffin, McLane, Littlerock as well as North Thurston 
(which had not yet opened its high school). 



 The work could not have been done so quickly and efficiently had not the PTA members 
in the various areas taken charge. They knew their neighbors and could check off the children in 
a home without making a visit. A pregnant woman added one to the count. This took a 
discerning, diplomatic enumerator—PTA had them. 
 The results showed where schools were needed—Lacey was booming with realtors and 
developers doing a profitable business; farms in South Bay were being converted to tracts; 
Tumwater was pushing its city limits north, south, east and west; and back at the ranch, Al 
Homann cleared and cleared the Cloverfield property, for $1,590. 
 In September, 1953, Olympia’s school enrollment was up by 229 over 1952. There was 
$1,398, 958 in the general fund budget with $174, 453 in the building fund, of which $65, 698 
was committed. 
 Ash Walker and Jim Carlson attended the National Convention f Teachers of English and 
were allowed $45 each. This was railroad fare by chair-coach. 
 Oliver Ingersoll was a candidate for State Board of Education. He received 13 of 14 votes 
from Thurston County but lost to a combined vote of Clark and Skamania County directors. 
They favored Bernard Newby, who lived in that area. Each school district was entitled to one 
vote. 
 The Olympia Education Association invited Board members to be guests at a dinner 
meeting at Lee’s Steak House in 1954. 
 Gerry Alexander, Sam Farrington and Jo Isaacson, student body officers, asked 
permission to rent school buses to take student rooters to games. The Department of Public 
Instruction ruled that buses could not be used for this purpose. It was noted that other school 
districts allowed their buses to be used to transport rooters. 
 A heating plant was installed in the Roosevelt stucco building when the old Roosevelt 
building was torn down by Nick Butigan. The Roosevelt school bell, which had summoned many 
a loitering student, was saved. 
 Nel Lyons and A. T. Cromwell, despite reaching compulsory retirement age of 70, 
wished to continue as custodians. They were still efficient and also needed a little work to 
qualify for retirement. Their request was granted. 
 A canvass of the March 9, 1955, election determined that Oliver Ingersoll with 2, 734 
votes and Darrell Jones with 2, 566 votes had been elected. Maxine Williams received 2, 418 
votes, and Carl Downing 165. The five mill levy passed with a 90 percent favorable vote. At the 
Board reorganization meeting Ester Knox was elected President and Darrell Jones Vice-
President. Virgil Adams, (who didn’t take shorthand and rarely typed) was re-elected secretary. 
 Adams knew budgets. He was responsible to the Board for over-seeing maintenance 
work; investing funds in short-term government securities, coordinating bus operations and 
myriad other tasks. He credited Brown for much of his basic knowledge of school affairs. Brown 
never issued an order for something to be done, Adams later noted, but rather would suggest, 
“Let’s go over this problem.” By the time the discussion was over, Adams knew what action to 
take. 
 “Chick” Rockey, Director of Health and Physical Education, and the high school physical 
education teachers desired to add swimming as a sport. Harold Nickerson, YMCA Director, 
would rent the Y pool to the district for $8 an hour. Swimming was instituted and Don Thornhill 
became a very successful coach, turning out a number of expert swimmers. 
 Some excellent teachers resigned for the staff during the mid 1950’s including Shirley 
Kammyer, Ron Douglas, Della Jordan and Charlotte Friel. 
 Among the new teachers hired were: Doris Conser, Barbara Harbison, Louise Galkowski, 
Anne Ferguson, Wlizabeth Utter, Doris Grim, Gwen Williams, Martha Watkins, Audrey 



Wendell, Norm Johnson, Mary Ewen, Mary Rippy, Thomas Bostick, Orma Stout, Doris Colvin 
and Rudy Sanderson. 
 Donald Bunt was elected high school principal on July 7, 1954. Willard Matters, who had 
been high school principal since 1932, was named assistant superintendent. He was assigned to 
oversee the school building program. 
 Jack Bateman was chairman of a curriculum committee which issued an Arithmetic 
Curriculum Guide. Dr. and Mrs. L. Wilson wrote commending Earl Hemmi for extra time given 
their son so he could keep abreast of his classmates while at home. 
 

    



    
New Schools Planned 

 
 
 The Board, after listening to citizens advisory committee recommendations, voted to 
continue the 6-3-3 system of school organization. Inequities existed: students from the Roosevelt 
and McKinley areas Nisqually and South Bay. All other students—from East Olympia, 
Tumwater, Garfield, Griffin and McLane—went to Olympia High. 
 The District since World War 2 had replaced McKinley and Roosevelt—had added to the 
new buildings, in fact. Eight rooms were added to Garfield and four, in a portable, to Lincoln. 
Play sheds were built at McKinley, Roosevelt and Lincoln. The plashed at Garfield was 
improved. The bottleneck was now in housing grades seven through twelve.  
 With school population figures compiled by Vivian Cuykendall, Shirley Carter, Henry 
Schmidt, June Pashkowski, Virginia Hendricks and Herb Legg, the Board started on site surveys 
in the south end and on the Westside. 
 A contract with McKinley Water Company, which had been check by the Prosecuting 
Attorney, the City and Oliver Ingersoll, was agreed to. The Company wanted money held in 
escrow, to draw interest, so the county treasurer was asked to deposit the funds in a savings and 
loan institution. 
 The Board bought eight electric IBM typewriters for $1, 560 and a GMC bus from D & B 
Sales and Service for $7,389.47.  Space was rented from Lassen Electric at 109 North Columbia 
for a stock room and administrative space. The District participated in a flower basket project by 
providing baskets for three lamp posts in front of the high school at a cost of #42. 
 The Board adopted a policy requiring a teacher or the principal to be present when a 
student was questioned by the police. It required the parent to be notified by the principal. 
 Brown submitted a plan prepared by Ernie Suko, Garfield principal, and John Beigh, 
maintenance supervisor, for installation of water line to the lower playfield so that ballplayers on 
the four diamonds wouldn’t have to play a dust bowl.  
 Brown and the Board, having received enrollment projections, discussed proposals for a 
new high school, a second junior high school, remodeling the present high school, and variations 
of variations. Harold Silverthorn, architect, and Arnold Tjomsland of the State Board of 
Education, advised the Board. 
 The first step decided upon was to construct an elementary school to house students 
attending Washington. Then Washington would be used solely for junior high school students. 
 The Board ordered sketches of shop facilities on the Cloverfield site which would meet 
the needs of 1, 000 to 1, 200 students. The first buildings on this site were to be school shops. 
 There was a difference of opinion among Board members as to where the second junior 
high school could go. South? West? It was finally located on the Westside. 
 A special building fund levy proposal of five mills passed with a 69.5 percent favorable 
vote, the levy raised about $87, 000. A bond issue of $1, 900, 000 was passed by a 73.3 percent 
vote. The firm of Preston, Throgrimson and Horowitz, Bonding Attorneys, had been retained to 
prepare the ballot title and check legalities for the bond sale. Bonds in the amount of $1, 740, 
000 were sold to McLean and a net interest cost on fifteen-year bonds (callable in seven) the cost 
was figured at $314, 200. The funds which, of course weren’t immediately required, wren 
invested in Federal Credit Bank Debentures by representatives of local banks and the Division of 
Municipal Corporations. 
 The general fund budget for 1954-55 projected expenditures of $1, 299, 945 and the 
building fund budget provided for receipts and expenditures of $2,093,235. 31. 



 A well known Olympia attorney (and incidentally and authority on Lincoln) appeared 
before the Board to recommend that the schools adopt a policy banning any student who had a 
“duck bill” haircut. He said every student he had represented in juvenile court had a “duck bill” 
and he felt it had some significance as membership in juvenile gangs. 
 Olympia Board policy stated that students attending school “must be suitably attired.” It 
didn’t zero in on “duck bills”. The Board instructed the Secretary to get an Attorney General’s 
opinion on its authority over grooming, including “duck bills.” The Attorney General said, “duck 
bills” would have to be related to juvenile delinquency and the Board would have to show such 
rules were reasonable and necessary. (No one could foresee the return of beards, mustaches and 
shoulder-length hair or even guess what they would portend). 
 The Board accepted an illegally shot deer for the cafeteria after a state official offered the 
deer to Esther Knox for use by the school. Bernice Cornehl, Cafeteria Supervisor, saw to it that 
students had venison burgers (which weren’t dear). 
 The district rented a building at Legion Way and Water Street from Earl Bean as an auto 
mechanics and metals shop. At this time auto mechanics was a textbook subject in Olympia High 
School. Metals had been taught in an inadequate area of the high school basement. Don Bunt 
said the building, even without equipment, was better than the district had at the high school. 
 Gerald Sophy, Olympia realtor and appraiser, acquired options on 23. 87 acres on the 
Westside, bounded by Division, Conger and Bowman, for $37, 400. This tract, outside the city 
limits, was to be for the new junior high. Houses on the property were sold by bid. J. D. Dutton 
cleared the site. 
 During periods of heavy rain, the sewer line at Garfield backed up. Since the erection of 
Garfield many private homes had been built and connected to the sewer. There was nothing to do 
but install a manhole and about 159 feet of eight-inch sewer line from Garfield to the alley 
between Plymouth and Rogers, at a cost of $799. 70. The person most grateful for this was 
Garfield custodian, Tom Kingery. The city and the district drew up an agreement limiting to four 
the number of connections which could be made to the sewer line. Each home connecting would 
pay $125, which the city would forward to the district. 
 

     



   
Madison Built 

 
 Harold Silverthorn, Citizens Advisory Committee and townspeople suggested names for 
the new schools to be erected. James A. Madison, John R. Rogers and Thomas Jefferson were 
the names present and adopted by the Board. 
 For the eastside School—Madison—Gerald Sohpy secured options on the south half of 
block 15, Ayers’ Addition, and the northwest quarter of Block 15 except for the residence owned 
by Doctor and Mrs. W. A. Thacker. The land, less revenue from houses sold, cost $28, 960. The 
area faced Central Street. 
 A sixteen-inch water main which crossed the Central Street site on a diagonal had to be 
moved. The United Construction Company was awarded the bid for moving the water line for 
$7, 120. The contract was signed May 6, 1955. 
 Bids on the plans and specifications for newly named Madison School were called as fast 
as Wohleb Architects could rush them from drawing board to the State Board. Contracts were 
awarded as follows: General Contract—Andy Johnson, $198, 432; Mechanical—Capitol 
Plumbing, $59, 370; Electrical—Olympia Electrical, $18, 475; Chalkboards—Northern School 
Supply, $2, 946; and Cabinets—Educator’s Furniture, $15, 194. 
 A number of substitutions had to be made to keep the cost down to $12.60 a square foot, 
the state maximum. State aid amounted to $95, 619. 38 with $269, 887 to come from the School 
District. 
 In order to establish sod after grading and leveling on the slopes behind and in front of 
the site, the Board contracted with the Sprague Fertilizer Company to blow seed and fertilizer 
into the banks. The cost was $1, 150. 
 The contractor moved in as soon as contracts had State Board approval and blocks and 
boards flew together. The building was ready for classes in September, 1956. There were 54 
grade one students at Madison, where 30 had been expected. Another teacher was added to staff. 
 Director Knox and Assistant Superintendent Matters were appointed by President 
Ingersoll to prepare plans for the dedication of Madison on November 8, 1956. Brown was 
master of ceremonies and Pearl A. Wanamaker, friend of boys and girls, gave the address. 
 Briggs Nursery supplied the 20,000 ivy starts which were planted on the slopes of 
Madison. 
 The Washington State School Directors met in Olympia in December, 1954. Director 
Knox was elected to the State Committee on Legislation. All motels and hotels for miles up and 
down Highway 99 were filled. 
 Don Bunt announced additional offerings at the high school and the leasing of the Bean 
property for auto mechanics and metals. The Board approved his request that wrestling be 
recognized as a sport, with Roy Carlson as couch. This required Board action as extra-curricular 
pay was involved. Advanced physical education was being offered. (Bunt was on the ball. One 
could say Bunt did more than bunt. He ran!). 
 Elementary Principals had enrollment problems. In September, 1954, desks and teachers 
were needed for 268 more students as enrollment had gone from the 1953-54 total of 4, 324 to 4, 
592. Beanca Nyman, a much-loved first-grade teacher, was assigned to Garfield. 
 Fuel oil bids were accepted for .135 cents per gallon for P.S. 200, .078 cents per gallon 
for 40-barrel tanks of P.S. 300. 
 John Beigh, longtime supervisor of buildings and grounds, went to California for his 
health and Claude Walker was elected to the position. Beigh had worked thirty-five years for the 
District. 



 A schedule for use of Stevens Field was prepared by Virgil Adams. Bill Parr wanted time 
for Babe Ruth League and then there was Little League and adults’ ball. Attorney Parr gave 
much time to Little League and Babe Ruth ball. 
 Roland Woods, who served 304 students during the year as speech correctionist, 
suggested the addition of a second teacher to help. Superintendent Brown praised the program 
and said he would try to get help for Woods. 
 The McLane School Board asked about the possibility of sending seventh and eighth 
grade students to Jefferson upon its completion. The State approved the plan but said the 
agreement would have to be made each year by the Boards. 
 The first floor of the high school received new covering during the summer. The tank 
toilets in the old section were replaced. (In a way this marked the passing of the pull-chain era.). 
 In December, 1954, Director Knox reported that the County Committee on School 
District Organization had met to consider Olympia’s proposal to build an industrial arts shop on 
the Cloverfield site to serve the Olympia High School service area. Hearings on the proposal 
were scheduled for January, 1955, at each of the non-high districts served. The committee met on 
January 18 to certify results of the hearing to the State Board. 
 Griffin, McLane, Tumwater and East Olympia were included in the plan. No building 
could proceed until all non-highs voted their contribution. McLane and Griffin residents 
petitioned for consolidation with Olympia but the ballot measures were defeated in their districts. 
 Zonta Club sent a $221. 45 check for equipment for the Special Room at Roosevelt. 
 Bess Clancy, Paul Giroux, William Sherman, Robert Miller and Leslie Armstrong were 
allowed expenses to a Northwest Conference of Music Education held in Eugene in April, 1955. 
 Jim Bohle, ill, had used up all his sick leave and the Board extended his sick leave 
entitlement by 25 days. The high school vice-principal had been first employed by the District in 
1930. 
 The Thurston County Pioneers and Historical Society wanted the proposed high school 
named after Isaac Ingalls Stevens. Bernice Sapp, pioneer, also favored the name. The Thurston 
County Real Estate hearing showed need for the 17 cents per attendance credit. 
 The canvass of the March, 1955, school election indicated returns as follows: 
Directors: 
 Mrs. Mel (Esther) Knox   3307 
 Dr. Glenn W. Landers, Jr.   2460 
 Roy Clark     2296 
 Wayne Evans       788 
Knox and Landers as the top two were declared elected. 
         Yes   No 
Proposition 1: General Fund 5 Mill levy    3808   1023 
Proposition 2: Consolidation, Griffin, McLance, and Olympia 3068   1340 
Proposition 3: Consolidation, Olympia & McLane   2873   1298 
Proposition 4: Consolidation, Olympia & Griffin   2826   1477 
Dr. Reed Ingham, who had given freely of his time, did not file for re-election. 
 Eileen (Bess) Clancy, highly efficient Lincoln School instructor, retired. Others retiring 
were Marion Haycox, daughter of pioneer family; Florence Ingle; Edith Heath; Elizabeth Utter; 
Alice Utter; Alice Brenner and Edna Frazier. 
 New teachers were Jennie Block, Robert Hemphill, Eloise Scoot, Ruth Stackhouse, Dale 
Lien, Arabel Zachor, Harold Jaussi, Frances Shumway, Flavilla Baker, Norm Richardson, 
Eugene Robbins and Theda Holmes. 



 The teachers’ salary committee, composed of Don Bunt, Ralph Lindsay Walter Chance 
and Marjorie Gross, presented several salary plans. A $125 cost of living was approved, plus an 
additional step on the salary schedule. 
 Director Bolender was directed by the Board to secure an option on slightly over 15 
acres of property immediately East of the Cloverfield High School site from Mrs. Helen 
Eskridge for an elementary school. At the next Board meeting, on May 18, 1955, L. E. Dawley 
requested that a buffer zone of trees be planted by the district. He urged that the FHA participate 
in overall planning of that area. The Board appointed Robert Wohleb and Willard Matters as 
their representatives. The Board asked that the Cloverfield elementary site be annexed by the 
City. 
 

   



     
Football Game Televised 

 
 President Jones appointed Director Knox to present diplomas.  At commencement she 
asked Director Ingersoll to aid, as he had a son in the graduating class. 
 Summer hanging baskets were approved for lightposts in front of the high school. 
 The Board rented the school auditorium in the summer to the Masonic Lodge for 
three days for $120.  The Mental Health Association, which supported the Child Guidance 
Center, was permitted to use the Washington auditorium to put on a play.  The fee was waived.  
The city health officer was authorized to give polio vaccine to first and second grade students.  A 
parent’s signature was required. 
 George Morris was named assistant football coach; Ford Mullen, head basketball 
coach, and Norm Richardson, assistant football and basketball coach. 
 Physical education director Chick Rockey and Coach Carlson were given permission 
to proceed with plans to televise a 1955 fall football game.  The request was received from John 
Jarstad of KTVW.  Even the Chamber of Commerce endorsed the idea. 
 Dr. Glen Landers was appointed to an evaluating committee of the American Council 
for Better TV Broadcasting.  Mrs. Maxine Williams, local member, made the request. 
 The Music Department received permission to sell about 85 instruments that had seen 
better days as part of the rental program.  (Every Board member knew that the next agenda 
would contain requests for new horns and reeds.  It did.  The Board bought 85 new instruments.) 
 By November, Marjorie Gross and Henry Gaines, ill since the start of the 1955-56 
school year, had used up all their sick leave.  Director Bolender and Ingersoll moved they receive 
regular pay checks for November and December.  The Board agreed.  Both were excellent 
teachers who had given many extra hours of service to the schools. 
 B.A. Woodcook transferred from Teachers’ Retirement to State Employees’ 
Retirement.  He made application for continuation in service after 70.  It was approved by the 
Board.  Woodcook, a custodian at McKinley, was only seventy-five.  He planned retirement in 
June, 1956. 
 Stevbens Field water problems came up for discussion in August, 1955.  City 
Attorney Ralph Swanson said the 1934 agreement provided that the City would furnish 600,000 
gallons without charge in consideration of the City’s use of Stevens Field.  The City water tank 
was on the field.  Since the agreement was made, a fieldhouse had been constructed.  It used 
from $185-$200 of water a year, said Swanson.  In addition, he said, there should be a sewer 
charge of 75 percent of the water bill for the fieldhouse. 
 Board members pointed out that it provided practically all the playground and 
recreational facilities in the city and that the fieldhouse was built for the community through 
public subscription.  After discussion, Swanson suggested the Board request a modification of 
the contract from the city. 

 
         



 
      Shops Built at Cloverfield 

 
 The Board re-nominated Roy Clark for a position on the Thurston County Committee for 
School District Organization. 
 Highway construction-the building of Interstate 17 and 18 and parts of Blocks 6 and 8 of 
Olympia Highlands. The Board received $1,160 for the land and $780 for timber. The State also 
received ownership of Moss Lake. The land was not useable by Lincoln School or Stevens Field. 
 In 1955, Earl Bean sold the building housing the high school shop to Ted Eads, with the 
understanding that the School District would be in shops to be erected at Cloverfield by the time 
school was out. 

The preliminary shop plans were received by a committee of industrial arts teachers, 
Olympia shop teachers and members of the State Department of Vocational Education. Architect 
Robert Olson said three classrooms originally included in the plans were not in the present plan 
as the cost was too high. After discussion on uses of the facility, Director Knox moved that the 
architect revise plans to include the three rooms and that alternate bids be considered on one, two 
or three rooms. Directors of East Olympia, Tumwater, Griffin and McLane entered into the shop 
talk discussions. 
 The city Engineer, Earl Elton, reported it would be necessary for the City to install a 10-
inch water main from Capitol Way to its intersection with McCormick and an 8-inch main on 
McCormick from its intersection with Carlyon to North. The total cost was estimated at $28,500 
the School District to pay $6,680. 
 Board members Darrell Jones, Oliver Ingersoll, Hank Bolender and Esther Knox attended 
the State School Directors meeting in Wenatchee in December, 1955. Virgil Adams 
accompanied the group. They traveled by train, as it was the year of the big freeze. 
 Wilfred Reeves, Roosevelt principal, was elected president of the Washington 
Elementary and Junior High Principals’ Association. He attended the NEA meeting in Denver as 
a group consultant. Ernest Suko of Garfield was invited to serve as a consultant at a national 
visual aids meeting.  
 Shell Oil Company was awarded the bid to furnish diesel oil for heating ay $.1245 a 
gallon. 
 Zonta Club, a true friend of handicapped children, presented a $416 Bell and Howell 
movie projector to the Special Room at Roosevelt. 
 Ted Wynstra, Ruth Stackhouse, Frances Nordling and Mr. George Milholland wrote a 
series of articles on how ethics, morals and good citizenship were taught in the Olympia schools. 
The articles appeared in The Daily Olympian. 
 The High School PTA conducted food sales in school buildings which were used as 
polling places on February 14. Roosevelt PTA held a sale. 
 The Board secretary continued to reinvest building monies in Federal Intermediate Credit 
Bank Debentures at 3 percent interest. 
 The Thurston County Coordinating Council for Handicapped Children surveyed the 
county to determine number and types of handicapped children. 

The Preliminary 1956-57 Budget showed that a 4.8 mill special levy would be needed to 
continue the same services. New schools would bring operation costs up. Roy Clark and other 
Citizens Advisory Committee members aided in the levy campaign. The Thurston County 
Taxpayers Association, the City Council PTA, and the Washington and Garfield PTA’s endorsed 
the levy. 

The Thurston County TB League, with a new mobile unit, offered to take chest X-Rays at 
no cost to the District. These two-year X-Rays had been costing the District $4 each, so the offer 



was doubly appreciated. All residents were X-Rayed, including all school employees, and dollars 
saved. 

Schools were closed because of extreme weather conditions in the winter, so spring 
vacation was shortened. A new 72-passenger transit bus, purchased for $4,060, was added to the 
fleet. 

Carol Watson, OHS Senior, was selected to represent Olympia and the state at the 
National Music Educators Convention in St. Louis. Her expenses were paid by the Associated 
Student Body. Nineteen students of music performed for the State Music Educators conference 
in Spokane. Mary Ewen and the cast of “The Butterfly that Blushed” appeared at a regional 
drama conference in Eugene. The PTA raised the money for trip expenses by baked food sales at 
election time.  

The Olympia City Recreation Department thanked the Board for making school 
gymnasiums available for the city league basketball teams.  

Architect Wohleb presented in February, 1956, preliminary plans for remodeling 
Washington Junior high. They included alterations in the existing building, a new driveway and 
parking area, moving the existing playsheds and construction of a girls’ gymnasium to include 
auxiliary rooms and music rooms. The estimated cost was $224,997. 

Ian Christopher was granted an easement for installation of a storm sewer across his 
property on Eighth Avenue. 

The North entrance to Washington was remodeled for $16,395 by Cascade Olympic. 
W.B. Davis paved the parking lot in front of the entrance for $10,013. 

Bolender was re-elected to the Board in March, 1956, receiving 5,378 votes. The 4.8 mill 
levy measure passed by a 65 percent majority, receiving 4,097 voted out of 6,212. Oliver 
Ingersoll was elected Board President and Glenn Landers Vice-President, following the school 
election. Virgil Adams was re-elected Secretary. 

A county Board of Education was elected: John James, Olympia; Lloyd Morgan, Lacey; 
Floyd Phillips, Yelm; William Weiks, Littlerock; and Bob Bower of Griffin. 

The Cloverfield site was rented to Ralph Mathwig for one year for $201. He was 
interested in the hay crop. 

The District had to borrow from its Building Fund for its General Fund, as tax payments 
were down. There was a question as to the legality of the Roger tax bill and taxpayers waited for 
the decision with their unsigned check, causing the balance to edge toward the red. 

The District records were checked by the State Auditor for the period from July 1, 1954, 
to June 30, 1955. The records were reported to be in excellent condition. 
 New teachers elected included: Tryna Saindon, Janet Hansen, Kenneth Schaefer and 
Henry Beasley. Among those resigning were: Rudy Sanderson, Helen Christopher, Marie 
Monday, Aileen Bratton and Gertha Gibbs. Fannie Johnson and Fay Spencer, longtime teachers 
at Roosevelt, retired. Faculty numbered 191 and the new budget provided for six additional 
teachers. 
 Glenn Landers was appointed Board representative to the Olympia Recreational Council. 
The O. R. C. had changed the by-laws to provide for a School Board representative.  
 The annual school calendar was adopted for 1956-57. The remaining $160,000 of the 
$1,740,000 bond issue was sold to Seattle First National Bank. The terms called for an interest 
rate of .29214, a $16 premium and a net interest cost of $41,687.75. 
 The 1956-57 tentative budget projected $1.598,362 in available revenue. The Board 
hoped for a reserve of $196,265 to keep the District on a cash balance. Revenues for building 
were estimated at $1,912,583.37. Martin Gruber was the County Treasurer, who kept an eye on 
bond interest, bond retirement and investment of building monies. (In terms of interest payments 
to others, he knew when a difference a day made.) 



 As Madison and Rogers neared completion, cafeteria equipment was ordered for them as 
well as McKinley, where more food would be prepared due to lack of room at the high school. 
The Board authorized purchase of 570 folding chairs for the two schools (PTA members were 
assured of being able to sit at meetings.) 
 New teachers elected were Frank Guyer, Munro Ware, Mary Dickey, Mary Nay, Bertha 
Gibbs, Ruth Kirkpatrick, Lorene Mahurin and Constance Bennett. (Not every school district had 
a Constance Bennett.) 
 McLane extended an invitation to the dedication of their new school addition, to be held 
May 6, 1956. An all-purpose room and several classrooms had been built to augment the sturdy 
school. It was a gala occasion. Roberta Kaiser’s music students made every parent proud of his 
or her offspring. PTA members served refreshments and were hosts for a tour of the school. 
 Henry Gaines, high school science teacher, resigned for reasons of health. He later went 
to work for the state. 
 Darrell Jones was named President of the Board in March, 1955, with Oliver Ingersoll as 
Vice-President, and Virgil Adams as Secretary. Leland P. Brown sagacious superintendent, was 
routinely re-elected. (Brown had been sought as superintendent by larger districts but he felt 
Olympia was really his home.) 
 Options were acquired on 14.3 acres at the intersection of the Friendly Grove and 
Springer Roads. Land was purchased from J. F. Freitas, Alvin Huber and L. Lofflebein for a total 
of $16,027. Later several patrons appeared at Board meetings protesting that a site on the Ames 
Huntley Road would have been better, in as much as Setchfield Lake, near the purchase site, was 
a hazard to children. 
 In June, Fred Peck speaking for a North Roosevelt delegation, presented a petition signed 
by 165 persons asking that the school be erected on Ames-Huntley Road. The Board accepted 
the petition. At the next Board meeting a petition signed by 202 persons favored the site on the 
Springer Road. Obviously there was a difference of opinion. 
 

      



    
Rogers Dedication 1956 

 
 The District deeded ten feet on the Springer Road for a right-of-way, but before the City 
could install a water main to the school the County requested an additional five feet. County 
officials also requested fifteen feet along Friendly Grove Road, to provide a 60-foot right-of-
way.  
 With Wohleb's plans and specifications approved by the State Board, contracts were 
awarded: General, Cascade Olympic $185,276; Mechanical, Capitol Plumbing $65,669; Electric, 
Lassen Electric Service $21,006; Cabinets, Educators Furniture $11,574; Chalk Boards, Northern 
School Supply $2,696. Rogers received $69,776 in state aid and $197,399.50 from local pockets. 
Added local monies were spent on equipment and landscaping. The Rogers site, contiguous to 
the City of Olympia, was annexed without difficulty. 
 Director Landers and Matters were appointed by President Ingersoll to work out the 
program for Rogers dedication on November 30, 1956. The pupils had been moved in from 
Roosevelt portables on November 26. 
 In the spring of 1956 the Board spent much time interviewing teachers who desired to be 
named principals for the new openings. Ted Wynstra, Washington Principal was selected to be 
principal of Jefferson. Louis Watkins, Assistant at Washington, was promoted to principal. Paul 
Avery of the Lincoln faculty was elected Lincoln principal, replacing Walter Ingle, who had 
retired to enter business in Oregon. Ralph Lindsay was elected Madison principal; and Basil 
Ames, Rogers principal. 
 The American Association of University Women urged employment of a coordinator to 
work with gifted children. Superintendent Brown was in accord. 
 Robert Miller, music instructor at the High School, resigned to become music supervisor 
in Puyallup. From there this talented teacher went to Washington State University's music 
department. Dave Goedecke was elected to fill the Olympia position. Other teachers elected were 
Frances and John Millam, Bonnie Paal, and Mary Duke. 
 Tumwater's Principal James Walker asked for admission of their preschool handicapped 
to Olympia's new Special Room. Finances were arranged and approved given. Ruth Kirkpatrick 
taught the preschoolers.  
 A proposed annexation of the Jefferson property on Conger to the City failed. The Board 
then asked the City to provide water service to Jefferson by providing an eight-inch main to the 
school. The District had to get a franchise from the County to install a main along Conger Street 
to the school site. The City opted for 1,064 feet of pipe costing $2.15 a foot. The District paid for 
the pipe. Two four-inch meters were installed--one for regular use and the other for sprinkling 
(no sewage charge on that). 


