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Preface 
 
 
 It is doubtful that any social institution has had a greater impact on shaping the direction 
of a developing community than its public schools.  The growth and maturing process of 
Olympia from territorial days is precisely and often dramatically chronicaled in the history of 
Olympia School District. 
 
 Fortunately for those thousands of individuals who have had a part in the “growing up” 
of Olympia, their story is now preserved in the following pages.  Esther Knox, a veteran school 
board member and enthusiastic supporter of Olympia has accurately recorded the history of one 
of the State’s original school districts.  The investment of time in this project is typical of the 
tireless dedication and effort Mrs. Knox has given to her schools and community. 
  
 By preserving the facts of the past we have a much better understanding of the present 
turbulent times.  We also have a clearer window with which to view the future. 
 
 
 
Howard M. Coble 
Superintendent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Pioneers Arrive  

 
It took fifteen days for the men traveling in the M.T Simmons party to cut out the road 

between Cowlitz Landing and New Market in 1854.  Simmons settled in New Market while 
others proceeded to Bush Prairie to establish the first American settlement in Thurston County.  
A year later Levi Lathrop Smith and Edmund Sylvester, who were in partnership under Oregon 
Territory Laws, settled in Smithfield and on the edge of Chambers Prairie.  In 1847 a trail was 
cleared between New Market (later Tumwater) and Smithfield (which became Olympia). 
 In 1848 Levi Smith was elected delegate to the Oregon Provisional Legislature.  He later 
drowned while suffering an epileptic seizure in his canoe while rowing to Tumwater.  Sylvester, 
his friend and partner, inherited Smith’s land claim on which he built a hotel measuring 16 feet 
by 24. 
 The early settlers’ relationship with the Indians was peaceful.  This friendly atmosphere 
was credited in part to the influence of Father Pascal Richard and other Oblate missionaries and 
the former New Englanders, who were recognized for their honesty in business and legal 
dealings.   
 The discovery of gold in California and the prospect of sudden wealth prompted an 
exodus, interrupting the area’s growth. 
 Sylvester and other local businessmen brought to the settlement the brig Orbit, which 
arrived on January 1, 1850, and was loaded with poles for San Francisco.  It was the first locally 
owned vessel.  The same year Sylvester laid out as a town claim he had inherited.  He called it 
Olympia at the suggestion of a local businessman.   
 The influence of the early Olympia-Tumwater area pioneers had a far-reaching effect.  
Among them was Daniel R. Bigelow, a young Harvard law school graduate.  He had started to 
practice law in Kansas but began to suffer severe inflammation of the eyes and feared blindness.   
 Bigelow then had one wish:  He wanted to see Oregon.  Three months after his decision 
he sold his team and cattle in Portland. He then took the schooner Exact to what had been termed 
the New York colony (Seattle) on Puget Sound and arrived in Olympia in November 1851. 
 He was of the opinion that Olympia was “a good location as to be founding Oregon.”  He 
built himself a law office and was in business.  When Territorial Court was held in May 1853, he 
had more than his share of successful cases. 
 Bigelow became a staunch supporter of public education.  He was an Olympia School 
Board member from 1878 to 1883. Later he was County School Superintendent and County 
Treasurer and was then elected to the Upper House or Council or the Territorial Legislature. 
 Mr. and Mrs. George A. Barnes’ orphaned brother, then twelve years old, had 
accompanied the Barnes.  He later established a newspaper prohibitionist.  
 Also in the year 1852 Thurston County was separated from Lewis County.  It originally 
had included as precincts the future counties of Island, King, Pierce and Jefferson.  Prior to 
separation the entire County was School District 2. 
 
 



 
School Opened 

 
It originally had included as precincts the future counties of Island, King, Pierce and 

Jefferson.  Prior to separation the entire county was School District 2, with George Barnes, 
David Shelton and Whitfied Kirtley ad directors. They became directors of district one, Thurston 
County. 

Elected as Thurston County Commissioners were: A.A. Senny, SIS Ford and David 
Shelton.  Daniel R. Bigelow was elected County Treasurer. The Board instructed Bigelow to 
levy a tax of 4 mills for county revenue, plus a 1.5 mills school fund, a 1.35 mills territorial fund 
and a one-dollar per year poll tax.  The County valuation in 1852 was $124,000 and the 
Assessor, not willing to rely on a paper work, collected in person. 

The first public school in Olympia, Thurston County, Oregon Territory, was taught in the 
summer of 1852 by David L. Phillip, later elected to a county office. 

 Miss Anne Elizabeth white taught the first school in the area in the Nisqually area which 
opened in 1852.  She was paid by parents of her students—who included youngsters of the 
pioneer Packwood family Miss White married bachelor Daniel R. Bigelow.  

Bigelow delivered the Fourth of July address in Olympia, Oregon territory, in 1852.  The 
speech was printed in The Columbian, Olympia’s first newspaper. Widley read, it fanned a 
desire for a separate territory north of the Columbia. A measure to this effect was introduced by 
the Oregon delegate to congress.  The bill was passed and the new territory was named in honor 
of George Washington.  It embraced “all that portion of the Oregon Territory lying and being 
south of the forty-ninth degree of North Latitude, and north of the mid channel of the Columbia 
from its mouth to where the forty-sixth degree of north latitude crosses said rim near Fort Walla 
Walla, thence with said forty –sixth latitude to the summit of the Rocky Mountains,” 
 Major Isaac Ingalls Stevens was appointed territorial governor and came to Olympia in 
late fall, 1853.  He divided the area into legislative and judicial districts, called for an election 
meeting of the legislature. 
 Legislator Bigelow favored prohibition.  He was censured by some because he favored 
giving the vote to Indians. 
  There were 996 persons in Thurston county in 1853, about 200 of who lived in Olympia. 
  Elwood Evans, a brilliant attorney, was named Thurston County School Superintendent 
in 1854.  The county commissioner might claim other lands in lieu.  Following Evans’ report, 
C.H. hale was authorized to designate as school land a parcel equal to that occupied by settlers. 
 The roof of the Olympia School caved in under a heavy fall of snow that first winter. In 
1855 a new fame school house, two stories high,  was built on the same site by J.N. Swan. While 
construction was under way, a Miss Babb taught summer school in the Masonic Hall.  
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
Mercer Girls Arrive 

 
In 1855, George F. Whitworth, County School Superintend, reported to the County 

Commissioners that a portion of the county and territorial school fund had been misapplied as 
payment of county orders on the general fund.  The treasurer was directed to reimburse those 
from the money on hand so far as it went and to cash no more county warrants until the amount 
drawn from the school funds was fully repaid. 

In 1856, the Puget Sound Institute, “P.S.I”, was organized by reverend J.F. Dillion, A 
Methodist Minister.  In 1856 the Puget Sound University was charted, the same year that 
Olympia was incorporated as a town. 

The Legislature of 1861 created the school district of Olympia.  It was proposed by 
reverend B. C. Lippincott that he operated the public school against it.  Lippincott then taught the 
public school for $200 a quarter. 

At the spring election Elwood Evans, B. Harnel, A. Frankee, S.W. Percival and T.M. 
Reed were elected trustees of Olympia.  “ The town Board, which also acted as the School 
Board, elected Mrs.  Lizzie B. Smith for teacher and Messrs. Reed, Percival and Frankee were 
appointed a committee to wait upon her and inform her of election.” 

In the spring of 1862 a course of letters delivered by C. H. DeWolf and wife on the 
subject of sexual equality “stirred the town to an exciting pitch” and a “sensation was created by 
Mrs. DeWolf riding through the streets astride a horse and clothed in nearly man’s attire.” 

In October, 1862, the local teacher was paid $1000 per annum as follows: $90 per quarter 
out of the school fund and a pro-rata charge for scholars sufficient to raise $160 per quarter—a 
total of $250 per quarter.” 

A year later J.P. Judson, the head teacher, was authorized to collect from those involved 
enough to meet his $80 monthly salary and his assistant’s quarterly salary of $120, in addition to 
the $50 allowed by law. 

In 1864, the city fathers thought up a new wrinkle when the need came to hire a teacher:  
The clerk was directed to advertise for “proposals.” J. P. Judson, whose proposal was one of 
three, was hired for the first term and D. J. Hubbard for second and third terms.  Rates of tuition 
were $2 to $3 for pupils in primary department and $4 to $5 for older students. 

After the Civil War, settlers came west in greater numbers.  One Seattle resident, A. B. 
Mercer, thought the young men would be more receptive to “settling down” if war orphans and 
widows of soldiers were brought here from surplus in New England. 

Transportation was offered for East Coast women at reduced rates to Washington 
Territory. Men accompanied by their families were also encouraged to take advantage of these 
rates.  Among those who came to the territory was Miss Annie Xonnor, who became a school 
teacher I Olympia, where she met and married a Mr. Hartsuck, Mrs. Lord and her daughter Clara 
and her son James also responded to Mercer’s invitation. Clara taught school in Olympia.  
Millard Lemon family went to school to Miss Libby Peebles, who later became the first woman 
clerk of the legislature. Eighty “Mercer” newcomers were welcomed to Thurston County by Mr. 
And Mrs. George Barnes, Mr. and Mrs. Elwood Evans, Mr. and Mrs. Francis Henry, Mr. and 
Mrs., T.F. McElroy, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Bigelow, Mr. and Mrs. James Biles, Mr. and Mrs. B.F. 
Brown and Mr. and Mrs. Henry Windsor.  They were quickly assimilated into the county’s 
population. 
 



 
Money Problems 

 
It was announced that the public school would not open in the fall of 1865.  Because of a 

financial panic, money was scarce as hens’ teeth.  The Missus Giddings and Marcie Slocum 
opened a “select school” which operated on a pay-if-you-come basis.  In September the public 
school reopened, with Miss Slocoum as teacher. 
The school building had undergone some alterations as it had been considered unsafe.  It “was 
lowered four feet and painted” so presumably Miss Slocum and her pupils were in a safe school.  
The next year saw a radical change—the position of the schoolhouse was changed to face the 
East. 
 L.P. Venen was principal the following year whit Miss Slocum and Miss Mary O’Neal as 
instructors for 75s students.  A private school housed about the same number.  A Mr. Hoover, 
who taught at the Olympia Collegiate Institute, the only school of higher learning in the territory. 
C.B. Mann, later a county treasurer, was elected school principal for the fall of 1870 with Mr. 
Brown and Hattie Stevens as teachers.  Olympia was then a town of about 1,200 persons. 
The town trustees were kept so busy they didn’t have time enough for their own business affairs, 
let alone school management.  Problems included those related to manufacturing, logging, 
troublesome Marshtown and Swantown bridges, muddy streets, selection of jail and courthouse 
sites (with political intrigues) the caving in of the long wharf on Main Street as the result of the 
docking of the “Eliza Anderson”.  Then in 1871, the townspeople elected school directors 
George A. Barnes, Benjamin Harnid and A. H. Steele, with Nat Crosby as clerk. 
One evening, having nothing better to do, a group of students piled the schoolhouse seats as high 
as they could in the schoolroom as a surprise for the teachers the next morning.  Investigation by 
the sheriff revealed the ringleaders.  They were each fined by Justice T. M. Reed. 
Excitement ran high in Olympia during the early 1870’s when it was believed the town could be 
a western railroad terminus of the Northern Pacific.  The town was by-passed , however, because 
investors feared that clear title could not be obtained immediately to all waterfront lands.  The 
person who had been delegated to acquire the lands and who had purchased much of the right-of 
–way, died suddenly.  Builders couldn’t wait for court settlements. 
Miss Patterson held private classes in the 1870 in the schoolhouse.  By fall, the economy was 
stronger.  Miss Patterson and Mr. Kaye taught public school.  Mr. Boynton, Nellie Huntington 
and Mrs. Cortz kept the fires stroked at Swantown School. 
The Swantown bridge to the eastside and the Marshtown bridge o the west, which were in 
constant need of repair, were sources of embarrassment to the town fathers.  This year the 
Swantown Bridge timbers collapsed as a herd of cattle skittered over it.  Two animals smothered 
in the mud. 
Not all education occurred within public school walls. There was agitation for women’s suffrage 
throughout the territory.  Leaders of the movement  were Mrs. A. H. Stuart, Mrs.  A. Barnes, 
Mrs. P.C.Hale and Mrs. J.H. Munsaon.  Mrs. Hale was elected county school.  Superintendent 
after suffrage was enacted into law in 1883. 
After the town was shunned by the Northern Pacific, Produce that formerly had been bought to 
Olympia for shipment by water was hauled instead to Tacoma.  The businessmen of the 
community, determined to recoup losses, from the Olympia Railroad Union.  They tool 
subscriptions for stock and built a narrow-gauge railroad from the west end of the Marshville 
Bridge to Tenino. 
There were 867 school age children in the county in 1874 when the territorial legislature 
apportioned $+6.56 per child for the year. 



later When Edmund Sylvester platted the town he deeded a block to be used in perpetuity as a 
public park, otherwise the title would revert to Sylvester.  The City deeded this block to the 
County for a courthouse in 1861 and nine years later asked for the return of the invalid deed.  
After considerable negotiating on both sides, the town bought the block back for $1,333-two 
$500 notes and cash. 
 The courthouse was occupying the Puget Sound Institute property way out on Union and 
Washington.  Many felt this too far from the port and the business district.  Often it meant hiring 
a horse and buggy from the livery stable so the transactions could be recorded without 
businessmen getting mired in the mud.  The County offered to exchange property at the “SW ¼ 
of Block 63 for the SE corner of  Sixth and Franklin,” owned by the town and used for school 
purposes.  If the town would pay an additional $600.  The town leaders felt the schoolhouse was 
too small.  Finally it was agreed to exchange sites and buildings, the city to pay the County $300 
for the larger building. 
 The County Treasurer wanted money for those two $500 notes in his possession but 
Olympia had been building and repairing bridges, a portion of which cost should have been paid 
by the County.  The town fathers offered to settle for $900 in notes bearing 10 percent interest.  
The Commissioners agreed and appropriated $500 to plank Main Street, which oozed with muck 
and mud. 
 An attempt was made in 1876 to settle the issue between City and School District, which 
had grown out of the exchange of sites with the County in 1875.  The problem was compounded 
by the creation of the School District as a distinct organization.  A committee of J.N. Swan, 
S.Coulter and F.Henry was appointed to make the transfer.  They reported back to the City 
Council that they couldn’t reach agreement with the School District Directors.  This probably 
was because the School District as a separate entity did not won cash in an amount even 
approaching $500. 
 A Chinese school was opened in 1876 in the Chinese quarters on Columbia Street.  
Reverend Dong Tong was the teacher.  Many local citizens employed Orientals as servants.  The 
affluent families often had several Chinese employed to do cooking, gardening, general 
housekeeping, and laundry. 
 The first official School Board minutes that are a matter of record were written on 
September 21, 1877, by N. Crosby, Clerk.  The Board convened at the Bank of Mr. George 
Barnes, Chairman of the Board for the purpose of selecting teachers for the District School 
scheduled to begin October 2.  “ Mr. W. F. Thompson shall act as principal and Mrs. Ann White 
and Mrs. Thompson as assistant teachers.”  The clerk was to give notice to a town newspaper 
“and pay the same.”.  Barnes, Benj. Harned and J.B. Allen were the Board members. 
 The annual school meeting called for the purpose of electing a new director and 
transacting other business brought before the meeting, was scheduled for November 2 and 
resulted in the re-election of George Barnes for a three-year term.  The annual school report was 
not given, as the records had been destroyed in an August fire.  N. Crosby, the Clerk without an 
annual report to present was conveniently out of town.  D.N. Utter, Clerk pro-tem, wrote that 
“some remarks were made pertinent to the occasion, whereon the meeting adjourned.”  The next 
official school Board meeting was held nearly a year later—September 3, 1878, with J.B. Allen 
as Board President. 
 The Olympia and Tenino railroad by that time had been completed.  E.N. Ouimette had 
bought a locomotive in San Francisco.  The firm of Wared and Michel in Tumwater, :” the 
Lowell of the Pacific” built the cars.  J.P. Judson, R.H. Milroy, L.P. Venen, Ouimett, James 
Patterson, S.M. Murphy, C.C. Hewitt, Ira Ward, G.W. French, B.F. Yantis, George Bettman and 
Amos Bowman were the financial angels.  Venen, former Olympia public school teacher and 
former Olympia Collegiate Institute instructor, served as secretary for the Thurston County 



Railroad Construction Company.  Judson was a former teacher who went to the Territorial 
Education Office where he served with distinction. 
 Travel was and is a part of education and so a free excursion to Tenino marked a new 
high in community life.  Two trips were made with six cars.  There were 353 excursionists on the 
first trip and a comparable number for the second trip.  It cost 12 ½ cents to go from Olympia to 
Tumwater, 50 cents to Bush Prairie and one dollar to Tenino. 
 George Barnes presented a resolution adopted by the Board, acknowledging the debt for 
the purchase of the Union Street property.  Obligations included also monies owed teachers and 
debts for building improvements.  The Board proposed an election to approve a special tax in the 
amount of $1,250 be levied to pay these bills and finance additional school facilities. 
 The election was held September 27, 1878, from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m..  There were 85 
votes cast, 63 for the levy.  Clerk Crosby was instructed to prepare a list of all taxable property in 
the district and deliver it to the County Auditor so that he could add it to the regular tax 
according to law.  This was an excess levy that didn’t require a 60 percent favorable margin; but 
pass it did—with 74 percent majority. 
 Benjamin Harned, not seeking re-election, was replaced on the Board by D.N. Utter, who 
won over J.T. Brown.  Crosby was re-elected clerk and was sworn in by the Board Chairman. 
 The directors then elected a Mr. Martin, a Miss Cass and Mrs. A.J. White as teachers. “It 
was ordered that the Teachers should use discretionary power as to scholars being tardy at 
school…It was ordered by unanimous consent that the Clerk be and is hereby requested to 
procure for school use, two registers for the two lady teachers, chalk and slate pencils for school 
use.” (One wonders if Mr. Martin kept grades and attendance records in his head.) 
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 School Consolidation 
 

Scholar residing outside the District paid $5 a term. 
For the annual election in October 1879, N. Crosby did his duty by posting the required three  

Notices in public places calling for the election of two directors.  John Beard Allen's term of office had expired 
and George Barnes had resigned.  Allen and J.T. Brown were elected, but Brown lived outside the district.  The 
County School Superintendent appointed T. M. Reed.  

Allen was a noted attorney, having been appointed U.S. Attorney for Washington Territory in 1875.  
Reed, who had opened up the local Wells Fargo Office as agent, was active as President of the Territorial 
Council.  He was a member of the Constitutional Convention and was elected State Auditor. 

Utter resigned from the Board and another community leader, T. I. McKinny was appointed to the 
Board. 

The School District paid its $300 debt to the County but the City still owed that body $900.  The County 
wanted the money.  The Mayor referred the matter to a committee of C. H. Hale, E. T. Young and J. S. Dobbris, 
who were to wait upon the Commissioners and make arrangements for immediate settlement.  Hale and Young 
visited the Commissioners, called attention to the dubious legality of the note and urged that it be submmited to 
the District Judge.  The Commissioners did not desire "to submit the note to judicial scrutiny."  The Town 
offered to pay half of the $900 to the County if the County would apply the other half to costs of repairing the 
Marshville Bridge.  The Town's offer was accepted.  The Marshville and Westside Bridge were as tender an 
issue with the Commissioners as courthouse-building sites were to commissioners a hundred years later. 

In 1880, at the September Board meeting, Mrs. Hale was appointed school principal with Miss Gardner 
as intermediate and Miss Woodruff as primary teachers.  The principal received $10 a month more than the 
teachers.  The School started the last of September with the second term to start January 2, 1881.  The school 
year ended on February 1881.  Board member Allen resigned to go to Walla Walla  and the County 
Superintendent appointed C. B. Bagley as director in his place.   

Board members present at the teacher hiring session in September 1881, were William T. Reed, T. I. 
McKinney and C. B. Bagley, with N. Crosby, Clerk. 

A. L. Smith was elected principal; Miss Maggie Swan named intermediate teacher and Miss Flora 
Parsons, primary.  The teachers each received $50 a month and Mr. Smith $60.  School started September 19.  
The regular annual meeting on November 5 failed to draw a single elector to vote on the three Board members, 
who thus were held over.  (N. Crosby used his exclamation point in his notes on this meeting!)  

Territorial law in 1882 called for the organization of all districts within a town into one district.  On 
March 5 the directors of several districts in the Olympia area met in the T. I. McKinney office for the purpose 
of organization.  Directors from Districts 1, 3 and 28 were present including T. M. Reed, T. I. McKinney, C. H. 
Hale, Dr. H. D. Lansdale, Henry Snyder, J. H. Munson, A. B. Woodard and E. J. Estep.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                             



 
Consolidated Board 

 
 

Reed was elected president and Estep, secretary, of the new enlarged Board.  These directors lived in the central 
area then known as Swantown and Marshtown.  The large Board served until the next school election.   

With nine Board members in the Consolidated district, and differing legal interpretations by each Board 
member, Secretary Estep was ordered to obtain nine copies of the school laws.  A school census was ordered.   

C. H. Hale was appointed to ascertain the amount of money needed in the district for a ten-month school 
and Estep to determine the maximum rate levied for taxes in the leading towns of the Territory.  In July of ’82 
the Board voted to raise $3,000 by means of a special tax on district property, for the purpose of providing 
“additional school facilities, for building an addition to the present school house and providing for two 
additional school rooms in other parts of the district.”  (It was a long walk through snow, slush and mud to the 
main or Central School.  Small one-room schools had been acquired with the addition of Marshtown and 
Swantown.)  

The 1882 school census showed 508 “children over four and under twenty-one years of age” and 134 
under four years of age.  The “Remarks” column revealed that there were Chinese, Indians, “servants”, and 
“adopted” children residing in the homes of early day citizens.  Many older children did not attend school.  The 
names of parents and guardians listed in the Minute Book of Olympia School District No. 1 is a Who’s Who of 
pioneers.  They include:  Judge Hoyt, D. Varner, Hazelwood, Mossman, McMicken, Goldsby, Lemon, Filley, 
Macleay, Hayden and Doane families.   

Providence Academy was established in Olympia in 1882, and was under direction of the Sisters of 
Providence.  

Board Chairman for Olympia’s public schools at the time was T. M. Reed who knew how to delegate 
authority.  He appointed A. B. Woodard and C. B. Bagley to look for two suitable rooms to house primary 
students.  The Unitarian Church basement was rented. 

J. H. Munson was asked to check on the availability of state apportionment money.  R. H. Lansdale was 
writing the Board minutes, posting notices, getting out election notices, seeing to the census of school children 
and corresponding with teacher applicants. 

Teachers elected were Flora Parsons, Mary O’Neil, Nina Parsons, J. H. Kendale, and Fidelia Anderson.  
James Kaye was hired as principal.  Mrs. F. C. Hale, County Superintendent of Olympia schools for a six-weeks 
period.   

At the December meeting of the Board, resignation requests were tendered by Principal Kaye and 
teacher Kendall.  Kendall’s resignation was accepted; Kaye’s was postponed until the next Board meeting and 
then accepted.  Miss Nina Parsons then resigned.  The Board the offered the position of principal to Kendall, 
reducing the staff by one, and hired Miss Amy Case.  (There seemed to be more to this drama than was revealed 
by terse Board minutes.) 

The Board closely reviewed every bill received:  C. R. Talcott received $1.50 for repairing a clock, J. L. 
Cook was paid $5 for slating black boards, Robert Frost received 60 cents for a pail and dipper; B. E. Loomis 
was paid $14 for 3 ½ cords of wood and T. C. Van Epps was paid $133.75 
 
 
                                                                                                                             
 



 
                                                                                                                                     Follansbee Named 

 
 
 
For 25 double desks, sizes 3 and 4. 

The Board minutes for Saturday, November, 1882, read:  “Be it remembered that on this first Saturday 
in November, 1882, the annual school meeting was held according to law, between the hours of one and four 
o’clock, afternoon, at the public school house in Olympia according to notices duly posted and printed in the 
three newspapers of this city.  T. M. Reed, Esqr. , acting as inspector, C. H. Hale and A. B. Woodard, as Judges, 
and R. H. Lansdale as Clerk of the Meeting:  and that T. M. Reed was elected school director for three years, T. 
C. Van Epps, school director for two years and A. B. Woodard, school director for one year, and R. H. Lansdale 
was elected School District Clerk for three years, and that a certificate was given to each one to that effect.  The 
ballots and tally papers were delivered to the Clerk for safe keeping.”  The Clerk attested to the minutes.  Reed 
was elected chairman when the Board met at Van Epps’ bookstore for its organizational meeting. 

The school enrollment totaled 210.  The Clerk was instructed to see if parents would pay 50 cents per 
scholar per month to enable school to continue until April or May.  The parents were willing.  Mrs. Hale offered 
to continue as superintendent until the close of the school year for remuneration of $25.  Her offer was 
accepted.  School ended late in April. 

The Board ordered payment of three months rent for a schoolroom to Miss Mary O’Neil, the primary 
teacher.  Bills from M. Stuth, B. Loomis, Charles Hayes and J. H. Brown for wood fuel at $3 a cord were 
approved.  Payment of the bill for the use of City Hall was indefinitely postponed. 
A. B. Woodard was directed to check upon the old well under the schoolhouse and if necessary, to have it filled.  
He was also directed to check upon the performance of the school janitor.  Woodard later reported the well 
couldn’t be improved while school was in session.  The janitor resigned.  Woodard was efficient, the records 
show. 

Miss Fidelia Anderson, a teacher, was allowed free rent for the use of a schoolroom during public school 
vacation.  She then taught private school in the public school. 

In 1883, August Schneider opened a brickyard on the Westside.  Judge Hoyt and others organized a 
bank, taking over the business of George Barnes.  The Olympia Collegiate Institute was chartered succeeding 
Union Academy as owner of property on the east side of the Bay.   

It took 36 ½ hours for R. H. Lansdale to take the census in June of 1883.  He received 40 cents an hour.  
This meant a visit to each family residence and much conversation. 
In August, T. M. Reed resigned as school director and Daniel Bagley, was appointed by the County 
Superintendent in his stead.  W. F.  Keady was appointed to replace T. C. Van Epps, who resigned.  Bagley was 
named chairman.  Also in 1883, L. E. Follansbee was appointed principal and the superintendent of the district 
at a salary of $100 a month.  Teachers were elected.  The Board ordered a division of the school playgrounds to 
the boys from the girls and teachers and principal were asked to enforce this rule.  The also ordered the 
purchase of lumber for fence and an additional privy room; cheap matting for upstairs schoolrooms; chalk and a 
dozen brooms.  Enrollment was up.  Mrs. S. Rice was  employed to teach.  Follansbee added High School 
grades. 

 
 
 

 
 



1883 – High School 
             

The Clerk was authorized to post notices of a special election to be held October 13, 1883, for the 
purpose of raising $3,000 for purchasing a clock of land upon which to erect a school building.  The levy 
passed. 

The Board paid a bill of $40 to J. J. Schuhere for making ten desks and three benches for the repair of 
desks.  It was necessary to replace 44 panes of glass at a total cost of $12. 

In November 1883, the election, A. B. Woodard received 126 votes for the three-year term. Daniel 
Bagley received 124 votes for the two-year term and W. P. Keady received 125 votes for the one-year term. 
Certificates of election were issued to them. 
 The Board ordered that if it should be deemed necessary to provide schools for Swantown and Westside 
that the “inhabitants of the area are to make selections of grounds suitable purpose at an early date and report.”  
The Board ordered the fencing of Lots 7 and 8 Block 50, East Olympia. 
 In June 1884, a special election was held which transferred all rights and title of the School District to 
the so-called Court House property. The District received a deed in fee simple for the property occupied and 
used for school purposes, located at what is now the corner of Washington and Union Streets. 
 Mrs. Woodard received $200 for lots in West Olympia on which to build a schoolhouse. Two wings 
were added to the Central School. The school census counted 600 boys and girls over four and under twenty-
one in the District. 
 In November 1884, the director election resulted in F. H. Hoffman being named to succeed W. F. 
Keady, whose term had expired. Daniel Bagley was elected Chairman but was detained in King County for 
other responsibilities and Keady, was appointed in his place by the County Superintendent. A. B. Woodard was 
named Chairman. 
 The Board took out $500 insurance on the Eastside School and the same on the Westside School. The 
Central School was already insured. 
 The Board thanked Mr. Follansbee, school principal, for his gift to the high school of a copy of the latest 
edition of Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary. Mr. Follansbee filed a report which resulted in the Board voting to 
fix the windows and wood box in the Central School, the privy at West Olympia and two privies at East 
Olympia, with partitions. East Olympia was also called Swantown Being on the Swan donation land claim. 
 In late 1884, the Board concerned itself with student conduct, and at the suggestion of the City 
Superintendent adopted the following resolution. 
 “When a pupil violates any of the rules of good order by constantly whispering, playing, laughing, 
writing notes, annoying others, etc., or when given to idleness, profanity, vulgarity, boisterous action, he is 
given a demerit mark called ‘checks’ and the offense noted. When pupil receives six checks his parents are 
notified. If he still keeps on in his bad ways until six more checks are given he is suspended from school and the 
case is referred to the Directors or Superintendent for judgment. Any pupil conducting himself properly for five 
successive days is entitled to have one check taken off. This is the means adopted to secure good discipline 
necessary to the well being of the pupil and the school. If the parents wish the teachers to resort to corporal 
punishment, it shall be done.” 
 The execution of all business formerly farmed out to Members of the Board was delegated to R. H. 
Lansdale, Clerk, in December 29, 1882. 
 Territorial laws of 1884 made it obligatory for school districts to maintain school for six months. The 
Board levied a tax of $3,500 for extra expense but the Courts ruled that it should be refunded. 
 Board Members weren’t going to miss family picnics and gatherings, as a July entry revealed: “The 
Board of School Directors of Olympia City Graded-School-District, No.1, Thurston County, W. T., met at the 
Central School house in said City on Friday the 3rd day of July, 1885, at 10 o’ clock forenoon, because the first 
Saturday the regular monthly meeting day falls on the 4th, when nobody will work on the glorious 4th” 
 Mr. L. E. Follansbee was appointed principal and superintendent.  The following teachers were 
appointed for Central School:  Misses M. Freeman, Lizzie Brown, Janet Moore, and Mary Kennedy.  Miss 



Lydia Allen was elected to the Eastside School and Miss Rose Broden to the Westside.  Walter Craig was 
appointed janitor. 
 The Clerk reported a census total of 496 persons between four and twenty-one years of age and 138 
under four.  The “Board adopted a ‘Code of Rules’, which was filed with the documents of the district.”  (It 
since has been supplemented by many codes or policies, most of which are based upon honesty and fairness of 
all parties.)  
 The Board voted in September 1885, to notify the County Treasurer that the warrants now selling under 
par “will draw 10 percent interest so that no loss would be sustained by accepting a school warrant.”  Due to the 
fact that a special tax had been declared, invalid by the Court the year before, the District was in difficult 
circumstances.  Warrants were not exactly cash even to the Board issuing them. 
 W. F. Keady was re-elected to the Board and R. H. Lansdale was re-elected Clerk at the annual meeting 
in 1885.  School Director Hoffman, who on occasions disagreed with W. F. Keady and A. B. Woodard on 
policy and who was often absent from Board meetings, resigned in January, 1886. He was succeeded by T.C. 
Van Epps (appointed by the Board). 
 The Territorial Capital attracted many well-educated people who had been appointed or elected to 
office. A Shakespeare Dramatic Society was organized. 
 Comfort was not neglected. Gas lighting became available. The Central School was supplied with piped 
water by the Olympia Water Company. Now the Board could forget about wells but not about dippers or 
outhouses. 
 In 1885 the City’s water supply was insufficient. It was proposed to construct an “immense cistern from 
Maine to Washington on Fifth Street, ten feet deep, eight feel eight-inches across and 250 feet long, to hold 
15,000 gallons.” If constructed of cement it would cost $800; it could be built of cedar for $650. 
  



 
Brintnall Elected 

 
In 1886 the Board adopted the high school course of study proposed by Superintendent Follansbee. The 

first year consisted of physical geography, elementary algebra, completion of arithmetic, physiology, U.S. 
history review, grammar and composition completion. The second year was composed of a course in general 
history, algebra, bookkeeping, botany and philosophy. The third year a student would take arithmetical 
geometry, rhetoric, English literature, civil government and drawing. 
 Miss Minnie Freeman was elected to the high school staff. Lizzie Brown, Janet Moore and Mary 
Kennedy were assigned to Central School, Minnie Lansdale to the Eastside School and Amelia Dittman to the 
Westside School. 
 The Board re-submitted the $3,500 levy proposal and it passed 206 to 91 in August. The Directors then 
assessed five mills against the property in the District. 
 Directors A.B. Woodard and T.C. Van Epps and Clerk R. H. Lansdale were re-elected at the annual 
November meeting. Judge Keady was elected Chairman. These men were all active community leaders. 
 The educating of Olympia boys and girls from Oregon Territorial days to the present, has always been 
helped by the community newspaper. T.F. McElroy and J. W. Wiley edited The Columbian the name of which 
was later changed to The Pioneer.  The Washington Standard was edited for over fifty years by John Miller 
Murphy. Advertisements for annual Board meetings appeared in the papers. School forms were also job printed. 
J. C. Rathbon edited The Palladium. 
 L.E. Follansbee, high school principal and Superintendent and a leader in territorial education, resigned 
in the spring of 1887. He had accepted the principalship of the Collegiate Institute. He was succeeded by Frank 
Dixon, who lasted about one month. He, in turn, was succeeded by B.W. Brintnall who proved to be a capable 
teacher and administrator. 
 Van Epps, who operated one of the finest book and stationery stores in the Puget sound, was re-elected 
to a three-year term on the Board at the annual general meeting in 1887. Judge Keady was named Chairman. 
The electors voted to raise $1,600 for school operations. 
 Bills again came in for cordwood for the three schools, for coal from Thurston County mines, for Janitor 
work done by Edith Jones and Carrie Palmer at the Eastside School, and for printing by The Weekly Partisan 
and The Washington Standard.  
 Superintendent Brintnall asked that a new privy six-feet by twenty-feet be authorized for Central School. 
In April, 1888, he commented in his report to the School Board that “The Boys’ privies at all buildings were in 
a deplorable condition. Since then they have been put into fine shape without expense to the District and we are 
able to report they have been maintained in a neat condition ever since.” 
 Brintnall didn’t confine his requests to privies. He asked for maps, charts, numeral frames and other 
teaching aids. Mrs. Brintnall was engaged to teach in the high school on afternoons. 
 At the annual election Judge W. F. Keady was elected for a third year term and the elected by his fellow 
directors as Board Chairman. 



 
Enrollment Up 

 
 Maggie Swan taught the Eastside School in 1888 and Annie Abbott at Westside. Lizzie Brown, Janet 
Moore and Rose Broden were at Central. Superintendent and Mrs. Brintnall taught high school at Central. There 
were 250 students enrolled in the schools and space was at such a premium the I.O.O.F. Hall was rented for $50 
a month. P.W. Lewis was a “sub-principal” at the Hall school, to which Miss Brown and Miss Swan were 
transferred, Lulu Dunn and Lola McGuire were hired for Central.  
 The Westside school received a $20 bell to hasten children on their way to school.  Director Woodard 
was directed to see that the school lot was cleared of brush and logs.  He was authorized to arrange for stoves on 
the Westside building.  (Director Woodard and Mrs. Woodard owned land on the Westside and were much too 
interested in that school.) 
 Families were moving into the area, some motivated by talk of impending statehood.  The annual school 
census showed an increasing number of potential students---778.  An extra teacher was hired after the fall term 
started.  Growth was especially apparent on the Eastside of town.   
 The voters at a May 1889, election authorized purchase of land for a school on the east side and Block 
49 of Swan’s Addition, for $3,000.  Nathan Pattison owned the block.  It cost the district one dollar to record 
the title change.  The Board then purchased Block 7 of Pattison’s subdivision of Block 62 of Swan’s Addition 
from T. I. McKinny for $2,400.   
 The Board Clerk, R. H. Lansdale was instructed to see that the City established a grade for all four 
streets of Block 49 preparatory to the school construction.  R. W. Gilliland, J. G. Lyberger and William Cullen 
bid on the job with Gilliland the low bidder.  (The Armory is now on Block 49.) 
 A mysterious fire occurred at the Swantown School.  It was investigated, but no one was charged and 
the fire remained a mystery. 
 The Board trio of Van Epps, Woodard, and Keady were each assuming responsibilities in certain areas.  
Van Epps, who had the local bookstore, ordered “school apparatus.”  Woodard a doctor, who had the Marsh 
donation claim platted, looked to improving the grounds and school building on the Westside.  He did the same 
for the high school room and the rented rooms in the I.O.O.F. Hall.  Keady saw to it that the school insurance 
didn’t expire and that cord wood and custodial help was available.  All members were committed to building on 
the Eastside (Block 49.) 
 The Superintendent, A. W. Brintnall, told the Board he would follow directions from the Territorial 
Superintendent of Public Instruction in regard to textbook selection.  Texts weren’t changed.  They wore out.  In 
August, the Board authorized payment of $8 to Mary Gravelle for cleaning Central School for fall opening; $30 
to J. M. Snyder for work on the Odd Fellows Hall and cleaning the Eastside School; and $22 to J. S. Lyberger 
for work on the Odd Fellows Hall. 
 On February 22, 1889, the bill for admission of Washington Territory as a state was signed by the 
President.  Delegates were elected in May to the Constitutional Convention.  Among them were former Director 
T. M. Reed, with Francis Henry and J. F. Gowery representing Thurston County.  The Constitution was ratified, 
Olympia was designated the Capitol and the state was admitted on November 11, 1889.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



                                                                                                                                     Two Schools Planned 
 

 At the November School election Dr. S. C. Woodruff was elected board member, replacing retiring A. 
B. Woodard.  Joseph Chilberg was elected Clerk, succeeding R. H. Lansdale. 
 The Board decided not to take action on charges against pupils or teachers unless complaints were 
presented in writing and signed.  Then as now complaints were here say. 
 The Board minutes duly reflected the change from Washington Territory to Washington State.  The 
Olympia Public School District, from its beginning as part of the Oregon Territory, was continuing its proud 
heritage. 
 The Board, which included Judge Keady, Stationer Van Epps and Dr. S. C. Woodruff, called for a 
school election in January 1890, to authorize a $5,700 bond issue for the purpose of erecting two schoolhouses.  
One was purposed for the east side and one for Central Olympia. 
 The special election was held at the Central School and the electors present at the opening of the polls, 
were called to order by S. C. Woodruff.  “On motion of Prof. Brintnall, R. S. Lansdale and George Hartman 
were appointed judges.  On motion of R. J. Robertson, B. W. Brintnall and Joseph Chilberg were elected Clerks 
of said election.”  The election Board being duly organized, the polls were opened.  At the close of the polls, the 
result was approval of the bond issuance with only one “no” vote. 
 The Board issued a 25-year-cuponed $500 bonds, bearing 5 percent interest payable semiannually.  The 
Board decided to get a seal.  It was assumed, apparently, that any group with that much business needed and 
official seal. 
 The Directors decided to visit Seattle and Tacoma to inspect their new schools.  They were concerned 
with finding a more suitable location for Central School.  “A petition signed by a larger number of residents 
prayed for it location somewhere south of Eighth and west of Jefferson and north of Fourteenth Street.  There 
was also a large counter petition praying that it might be located on the present location for said purposes.” 
 Dr. A. B. Woodard replaced W. F. Keady on the Board, being appointed by L. P. Venen, one-time 
Olympia teacher now Thurston County School Superintendent.  Keady had been elected county Clerk. 
 The Board needed sites for schools.  Woodard was to see Mrs. Owings, a Portland resident, about her 
lots on the corner of Franklin and Union.  Van Epps bought lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8, Block 32 Crosby’s 
Addition for $1,300.  Woodruff purchased Block 26 Percival’s Addition for $2,075.  Lots 5 and 6 of Block 64 
were purchased from Julia Blinor, Anita M. Bryant and Gilbert Bryant for $3,600 in May 1890.  Woodruff was 
instructed to exchange these lots for Lots 5 and 6 of Block 63, as agreed with Mrs. Owings of Portland. 
 The Board advertised for plans and specifications for the Eastside School in newspapers in Seattle, 
Tacoma, and Olympia.  Proposed was a two-story building with eight rooms and a basement, the cost, with 
heating equipment not to exceed $25,000.  The Board then changed the advertisement to call for building two 
schools, cement basements, stone foundation.  Ten firms submitted plans. 
 
 
 
 



 
                                                                                                                Bly Elected High School Principal 

 
 
W. A. Ritchie and Company of Seattle was awarded the architectural contract for the two buildings.  

Plumbing specifications were completed and hose reels for fire protection were added.  In June 1890, the 
contract for construction of both buildings was awarded to C. L. Cornwall, whose bid was accompanied by the 
required certified check for $500.  He contracted to build each building for $25,000.  The Architect at this point 
received one-half of his commission, or $1,250.  Completion date was set for October 15 for the Eastside 
School and January 1, 1891, for the South School.  Brintnall was placed in charge of construction.   
 Miss M. Bly was elected high school principal and W. H. Beeler principal of the “Ward School” at a 
salary of $75 a month at the July 18, 1890, board meeting. 
 In July, the $59,000 in bonds were sold by the Board, with County Treasurer C. B. Mann present, to the 
Rollins Investment Company of New York.  The sale was through C. J. Lord Olympia banker, and the terms 
were 6 percent, payable semi-annually.  All outstanding warrants were called in before the bonds were issued. 
 A special levy of five mills for operating costs was passed on August 20.  There were 184 votes for the 
levy, and 76 against. 
 A special meeting was held September 2, 1890, in Dr. Woodard’s office, at which the Board decided to 
name the new school in Ward III, the Washington School, and the new school in Ward II, the Lincoln School.  
“The contractor was authorized to put name and date of erection on stone tablets in raised letters in front of each 
schoolhouse at a cost not to exceed $100, each under the direction of the architect.”  The contractor was also 
ordered to build six dormer windows in each building.  They City supervisor was requested to see “that proper 
sewer and water pipes and three additional water closets are put in the Eastside School.” 
 The contractor was ordered to “wire the building for electric lights in high school recitation rooms, in 
teachers’ rooms and office, halls and boiler rooms.”  Similar directives were issued for Lincoln.   
 During late 1880’s and early 1890’s, the City of Olympia, and Thurston County were concerned with 
hotels for legislators and other visitors and with transportation and utility franchises.  The Olympia and 
Tumwater Railway Light and Power was granted a twenty-five year franchise to run a railway on designated 
streets.  (George Savage was given a franchise on Fourth and the Eastside as well as “other streets.”  The Sunset 
Telephone Company was chartered.  The Olympia Water Company was granted use of streets for water mains.  
Western Union received the right to erect poles and string wires.  E. T. Young was granted right to supply the 
City with electric lighting.  Telephone lines connected Olympia with the Grays Harbor area.  Cincinnati 
capitalists bought the Olympia Water Company and constructed a reservoir on Ayer’s Hill on the east side.  
Some franchises proved to be substantial; others were sought for get-rich-quick schemes.  If the town fathers 
didn’t concur with each new “improvement” proposal they were considered out of step with changing times and 
the wishes of newer residents, according to J. C. Rathbun, Palladium editor.   
 
 
 



 
                                                                                                                       Washington and Lincoln Built 

 
 
 
 The Board adopted a policy in 1890 which in essence is still in effect today:  “Teachers shall not 
announce or permit in their rooms, notices of entertainments or shows nor distribute or permit anyone to 
distribute in their school rooms any advertisements or advertising matter.” 
 Contractor Cornwall proceeded to meet the contract deadline for completion of Washington, and 
sidewalks were laid on the East, West and North sides of the block. 
 In October 1890, payroll warrants were drawn for the following:  B. W. Brintnall, Nora Taylor, Rose 
Broden, Minnie McCullough, Mary McCurkin, Anna Long, Lulu Dunn, May Bly, H. Villa Card, Janet S. 
Moore, Sarah E. Page, Lizzie Richards and Eva Wallace. 
 The Superintendent ordered necessary desks for new school opening and the Board hired Miss Josephine 
Brown to teach. 
 At the annual school election, Allen Weir and J. C. Rathbun were elected to the Board, replacing Dr. A. 
B. Woodard and T. C. Van Epps.  Joseph Chilberg was elected Clerk.  Chilberg was also City Clerk. 
 The Clerk in November was requested “to notify Messrs. Vincent, Allen, Johnson, Brown and 
Thompson that on account of depredation preformed by their boys the Board had to pay the sum of $5.00 (five) 
to Clean up after them, therefore they be requested to pay that amount to the Clerk.” 
 In December 1890, the Board instructed the Clerk to draw warrants for $30 in favor of each teacher, 
including the City Superintendent, if they should attend the State Teachers’ Association meeting in Spokane 
Falls.  They had second thoughts about this generous action, however, and voted to determine if it were proper.  
The district attorney later advised in his opinion this would not be a legal expenditure.   
 Each of the new schools was built with a very imposing tower.  In December, the town and school 
officials were electrified by the news that the tower on Lincoln had collapsed.  The Board ordered an 
investigation of the work by two competent persons, one to be appointed by the Board and the other to be 
named by Contractor Cornwall.  The contractor suggested the Board appoint both investigators and President 
Woodruff named W. A. Rogers and John McLennan.  Rogers had been an unsuccessful bidder on the project. 
 The two-man committee found the work had been completed according to specifications, with no 
basement cracks.  They reported:  “We believe that the fall of the Lincoln Building tower was directly caused 
by the beating rainstorm of the previous night.  We recall that ten days previous to said storm rain fell some part 
of every twenty-four hours.  This not only prevented the mortar from drying but thoroughly water soaked the 
whole so that there was no power left to absorb.  We wish to call attention to the fact that the tower stood strong 
wind of that night, thus proving that the architecture is of such a character that will stand any storm except 
tornadoes or hurricanes.  The falling several hours after the storm had ceased is entirely in harmony with the 
nature of the brick, which holds the water and the process of disintegration of the mortar still continued.  We 
further believe that had the power of resistance been great enough to resist action of the water until it 
commenced to dry again that the strength of the masonry would not be impaired.  We entirely exonerate the 
Architect, Superintendent and all from any blame in connection with the falling tower.  We believe the 
Contractor has so far fully carried out the spirit of the contract.”  The letter to Board President Woodruff was 
signed by John McLennon and W. A. Rogers.   



 



  Lincoln Tower Collapses 
 
 
 In September 1892, the following rule governing janitors was adopted:  “Janitors shall not enter a 
schoolroom for the purpose of sweeping before one-half hour before the regular time for dismissal, except by 
permission of the teacher in charge.”  (What teacher would refuse to have a room cleaned five minutes after 
school closing?)  
 Even though salary improvement had been desired by the Board, money was so scarce in 1892 that no 
teachers’ salaries were raised save that of Mrs. Keyes, who received $5 a month more.  The janitor of Lincoln 
School resigned and seven men immediately applied.  At the suggestion of the Board, the Superintendent started 
teaching a half-day in the high school so as to ease the teaching load of others and satisfy the Board.  As usually 
happens during financial crunches some parents of private school students enrolled their children in the public 
schools. 
 C. J. Lord of the Capitol Bank advised the school board that his bank would accept and cash all warrants 
of the School District until July 1, 1893, at their face value, provided that “We receive all the warrants issued by 
your Board prior to that date.”  The warrants bore 10 percent interest.  The Board tabled consideration of action 
on Lord’s statement.   
 The Superintendent discontinued the practice of school recess and the Board endorsed his action.  
(Probably the mud was knee high on the playgrounds in any case.)  Hall’s system of teaching drawing was 
introduced in the schools and eight new eight-day Seth Thomas clocks were ordered for Washington School.  
(A warrant was issued to C. R. Talcott for $32.)  There were now 15 teachers in the system.  The Board paid 
$804.40 for new desks and $260.59 for hose reels at Washington.  On the revenue side, the Superintendent 
reported that he sold 12 desks for $36 and that the old schoolhouse on Eastside was being rented for $20 a 
month. 
 The Lincoln and Washington Schools were accepted as complete on March 26, 1891.  Four new clocks 
were ordered from Talcotts for Lincoln.   
 The new schools were no sooner occupied before patrons realized that they still had a building problem.  
There had been a steady in-migration and those Mercer Girl marriages of eight to ten years previous were 
resulting in prospective students waiting to learn multiplication of another kind. 
 In April 1891, the Board held a special election to sell lots 7and 8 of Block 50, Swan’s Addition (Old 
Eastside School); and 120 feet by 240 (part of the Moses Hurd donation land claim) deeded to school district by 
Roxie L. Woodard and site of the Westside School; and lots 5 and 6, Block 64.  The Board hoped to acquire lots 
5 and 6 of Block 63, the South half of the Central School Block, which Mrs. H. N. Owings owned.  She agreed 
to trade these lots for 5 and 6 of Block 64 if the District would move the houses from the lots in Block 64.  The 
Board agreed.  The Board also desired property in East Olympia for school purposes and asked for the 
submission of proposals.  Voters subsequently authorized the Board to carry out the plans. 
 Miss A. G. Robertson (later Mrs. George Funk) was hired to teach the grade one overflow at Lincoln in 
1889.  Here is her story:  
 

We (Mrs. Robertson and her three daughters, Goldie, Edna, and Daisy) came to Olympia by way 
of the Union Pacific. Conversing with other passengers, we told them we had to change at Portland and 
then at “Teneeno” to get to Olympia. The conductor did not correct us until we neared the junction, then 
he bawled, “All our for Tenino!” Then we boarded the little narrow road to Olympia. It was after dark, 
but after a while we slid under a bridge—the old Fourth Street Bridge, and drew up at the little station 
on the Westside Beach. My father was there to meet us, with what was called a gurney, a square black 
box on wheels, drawn by two horses. If I remember, it belonged to George Foster, who owned a livery 
stable and always met the train. There was no paving, of course, for this was sixty years ago. The horses 
clopped along with the thin sloppy mud half to their knees. My father’s boarding house was on Eastside 
Street and he took us there.” 



 
The pioneer teacher also wrote: 

 
“The day after we arrived in Olympia, I went to the City School Superintendent’s office to apply for a 
place on the teaching force. The old Washington and the old Lincoln schools had just been completed, 
but it would be about two months before the inside finishing was done. The Superintendent, Professor B. 
W. Brintnall, was an Iowa man. He said he was expected to give preference to Washington teachers, but 
he would consider my application. I replied that I had arrived broke and had to know pretty soon. Finally 
he said, “What church do you belong to?” I said, “Congregational.” He grinned and said, “You’re 
hired.” I found out afterward that that was his church too, and they were having a hard time supporting 
the preacher. He really tried to please the town by hiring one or more teachers of each denomination, 
including the Catholic, although they had their own school. I taught in the then new Lincoln school 
nearly five years and was principal of the Garfield school part of one year. 
 My father had selected two lots on the Eastside—Swantown—a block East of Central Street and 
two blocks North of Fourth Street, in the heart of dense woods. He set eight men at work clearing a 
space for our house. We moved in as soon as the roof was on. My mother asked why he chose a home 
site so far from town. He replied, winking at me, because we’ve got four girls and I wanted to make it 
hard for the boys to her there. He soon found his precaution was all in vain because at that time there 
were about three young men to every girl in town. Among them, I remember Eugene Kreider, Gus and 
Mitch Harris, Sam Woodruff, Dr. Carlyon, Dr. Mowell, Dr. Ingham, J. P. Moore, George and Jesse 
Mills, Charles Carpenter—all young fellows who had come to start their professional lives in Olympia. 
 “There were the Mills boys, Charlie Billings, Bush Baker and Tom Connelly, who added a gay 
note to gatherings.” Miss Robertson’s  future husband, George Funk, found his way to the rural Eastside 
home as well. 
 “Professor Brintnall at first gave me a first grade—the entering pupils, six –year olds. In two 
days, he visited my room. ‘ How are you getting along’, he asked. ‘I’m not getting along at all, I replied. 
I feel just like an elephant among a lot of little goslings’. I don’t know what to do with them. I belong 
among older pupils. So he changed me right away to the sixth, seventh and eighth grade boys and girls 
of 12, 13 and 14 and I fitted right into the groove because I love boys and girls of that age. There were 
73 seated in my room. 
 “One morning, I say down at my desk to call the roll. I noticed the roll book was on top of the 
chalk box, a place I never put it. I picked up the roll book and a mouse jumped out of the box and right 
into my lap. I forgot I was a teacher. I was just a big girl, afraid of a mouse. So I screamed and jumped 
up on my chair, while every one of those 73 boys and girls yelled and went after the mouse. Of course, 
Professor Brintnall just happened to open the door. I got off the chair, a boy held the mouse up by the 
tail, all settled back in their places and we all got ready to listen to a lecture—but Professor Brintnall 
was very human—he just laughed aloud and everybody else but me laughed aloud too. 
 When the Superintendent was gone, I said, ‘Who put the mouse in the chalk in the calk box?’  
and big Sollie Barr raised his hand.  I thought I had to do something so I said, ‘Sollie Barr, you may go 
to the tower-room for awhile’.  The tower-room was a useless but expensive little room stuck on a 
corner of the building for ornament.  Sollie went, and I forgot him until 6 o’clock that evening.  Then, 
just as I sat down at home to dinner I remembered Sollie was still in that little tower-room.  There was 
no telephone.  No bus.  I had to walk, but I hurried.  When I opened the tower door there was Sollie 
looking pretty white.  I threw my arms around him and said, ‘Oh, Sollie, I’m so sorry’.  Sollie tried to 
comfort me by saying, ‘Oh, that’s all right teacher, don’t feel bad’.  But I have felt badly ever since.  He 
was a dear boy and I was too young to know I should have laughed off the mouse episode”. 



 
Football Introduced 

 
Elisha P. Ferry was inaugurated as the new state’s first governor soon after the Robertson girls 

and their mother arrived in Olympia.  Mrs. Funk wrote:  “I remember he (Mr. Ferry) stood on the little 
balcony of the old frame Capitol building, painted white, against the dark background of forest trees 
while the audience stood around in front.  There were several hundred people.  Elisha was a tireless 
tobacco chewer.  He didn’t let a little thing like an inaugural speech interrupt his chewing.  And, if a 
man chews, he has to spit.  Elisha started a new quid, read three sentences, turned his head sideways and 
spat out across the balcony; another two or three sentences and another stream of tobacco juice; and so 
on to the end, but long before he was through, his audience was not listening.  They were laughing too 
much to listen.” 

Superintendent Brintnall in 1890 suggested a salary schedule for teachers ranging from a 
beginning $50 a month to $75 a month which the Board approved.  Miss Mary Bly, high school 
principal, was paid $900 per annum while the Lincoln principal received $800.  Brintnall was paid 
$1,500.  Each warrant was discounted 15 percent by the bank. 

In January 1891, a petition for the establishment of a school north of the Hale Addition was 
received.  It was referred to the Superintendent, who reported to the Board that not enough students 
lived in the area to justify building a school.  A later head count, however, revealed more families in the 
area and in July the Board advertised for proposals to sell the District a site for a school.  Bids were 
opened in July 1891, and the Board bought Block 14, Sebrees Addition, twelve lots for $2,400 (now the 
Roosevelt area). 

In August of that year it was reported to the Board that there were 1,406 persons between the 
ages of five and twenty-one in Olympia.  The custodian at Washington was asked to seal a basement 
room and to put radiators in an attic room.  Bids were awarded for construction of a new west side 
school the contractor to be W. H. Ball.  Four teachers were added to the system. 

Heralding a new age of communications, the Superintendent was authorized to purchase a 
mimeograph machine $8.  The Sunset Telephone Company was charging a total of $10 a month for the 
phones in all the schools.  Members groaned but they paid. 

At the annual meeting in the fall 1891, S. H. Barbee was elected to replace outgoing Allen Weir 
as Director.  Weir was Secretary of State.   

Superintendent Brintnall reported receiving a valuable geological and mineral collection from 
Professor Trevor Kincaid of the University of Washington for use by the schools.  The Prang system of 
drawing was adopted.  Nellie Bly, high school principal, resigned in December1891, and was replaced 
by L. F. Henderson, a high school teacher.  Brintnall and Henderson prepared an exhibit for the Chicago 
World’s Fair to be entered by local schools.  W. C. Hazard introduced football to the high school boys.   

Joseph Chilberg, elected by the voters to serve as Clerk of District No. 1, wrote the minutes with 
a pen and ink as a rule.  He apparently wanted to complete the minutes of each meeting on one page 
which resulted in microscopic writing for the last three or four lines.  (He didn’t plan ahead). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
                                                                                                                Westside Gets New School 

 
 
 
The Board met in the offices of T. I. McKenny, S.C. Woodruff, R. C. Van Epps, Allen Weir and for the 
annual meeting at the schoolhouse.  When elections were held, those sworn in as elective officials were 
paid for staying at the schoolhouse to check voters eligibility and to count ballots.   
 The fall opening of school found the west side with a new one-story frame schoolhouse, built for 
$25, plus a $25.50 woodshed, three new teacher desks and three new unabridged dictionaries for student 
and teacher use. 
 In February 1892, a resolution was introduced calling for the erection of a high school.  J. C. 
Rathbun, newly elected Board member, and S. H. Barbee, favored the resolution, with Board President 
S. C. Woodruff opposed.  The election resulted in 293 yes votes and 77 no votes.  The high school 
would be financed by bond in the amount of $40,000.  Outstanding warrants would be funded.  A 
resolution calling for submission of plans, for a building to cost no more than  $25,000 was passed by 
the Board, B. F. M. Weeks to prepare plans and specifications.   
 The bonds were sold to Farron Leach & Co. and were to bear 6 percent interest.  “The principal 
and interest payable in gold coin, lawful money of the United States of America, of the present standard 
of weight and fineness at New York or Chicago as may be designated by Farron Leach & Co.”  C. B. 
Mann, County Treasurer and former teacher, was to remit money for “interest and retirement of bonds 
so bonds may be retired without default.”  The Board selected a bond form and reported that when 
Farron Leach presented a similar form, they would sign. 
 A defect was found in the ballot title of the bond issue proposed which the voters had approved.  
The Board, divided on the need of a new building and now confronted with a question of legality, 
refused to change the wording to conform to the wishes of the bonding attorney and no bonds were sold. 
 It was at this time (April 1892) that talented Sam Woodruff, gifted musician and excellent 
speaker as well as a medical doctor, was appointed to head the Medical Lake School for Defective 
Youth.  He resigned his position on the Board and County Superintendent L. R. Bryan appointed C. P. 
Giles as director. 
 W. H. Beeler was named principal for the next term.  Brintnall was re-elected Superintendent 
and the rules and regulations for the schools as outlined by him were ordered printed. 
 I n July the residents of southeast Olympia presented the Board with a petition “Praying for the 
location of a school in that section of the district.”  In August, after counting present and soon-to-be 
scholars, the Board submitted to the electors the question of whether the Board should purchase property 
for school purposes in that area at a cost not to exceed $500.  The Board was also asking authorization 
for a special levy of 3 ½ mills. 
 Voters elected W. L. Bilger, a local merchant to the Board.  Sixty-three votes were cast to 
empower the Board to buy a school site—six votes were against.  The Board received proposals to sell 
from Captain Doanne, T. C. Van Epps, McKenny Royce, B. F. Snyder and George Mottman.  Mottman 
offered to sell four lots, fenced, for just what it cost to clear them--$225.  The Board accepted his offer 
for lots 8, 9, 10, 11, Block 4, Eastside Addition. 
 
 



 
                                                                                                                        Southeast Side School    

 
 
 

In October 1892, plans for the new school were approved and bids called for.  (Plans were 
available at Bilger and Going’s Hardware, prospective builders were told.)  L.A. Towle was awarded the 
bid at $445.  The school was occupied before the end of a second coat of paint to the building. 
 A  question was raised when County Treasurer Mann, formerly principal of the elementary 
school, received a commission on the sale of $59,000in school bonds.  The school directors maintained 
that the work was done by Mann in connection with the bond sale and expenditures were part of his 
regular duties.  On the advice of County Attorney Ayer the Board asked for the return of the money plus 
legal interest.  In September 1893, Mann with his attorney, B. F. Dennison, appeared before the Board 
for the purpose of effecting a settlement in the matter.  The County Commissioners, after the receipt and 
disbursement of funds had “made computation and allowance of the charge for services rendered to-wit 
$750.12.”  The Board and Mann realized that litigation would be expensive to both parties.  The parties 
agreed upon a payment of one percent of $59,000, or $590, in lieu of the $750.12 allowed by the County 
Commissioners, with the condition that Mann immediately pay the present County Treasurer $160.12 
plus legal interest from February 1, 1891, to September 28, 1893, for a total of $201.75. 
 In March 1893, a petition was received from residents living on the Westside.  They asked the 
Board to request voters’ authorization to sell one or both Westside school sites owned by the District, 
buy a site for school on or near the line of the Woodruff and Young Additions and to build a new school.  
The petitioners recommended issuance of $25,000 in bonds for a twenty-year period at 6 percent for 
construction of a 12-room school. 
 The Board was responsive, but scaled down the amount. A special election was held at the 
Barnes Hook and Ladder Company on Fourth Avenue. The following questions were submitted to the 
voters: 
 

1. Shall the Board sell school site in Percival Addition? 
 

2. Shall the Board sell school site in Woodard Addition? 
 

3. Shall the Board purchase lots 1-15 in Block 10, Youngs Addition? 
 

4. Shall the  Board borrow money and issue bonds in the sum of $15,000 for the purpose of 
erecting school house on Block 10? Bonds not to draw more than 6 percent interest. 

 
With 568 votes cast, all issues received more than 400 yes votes. The bonds were sold May 15, 

1893, to Gay and Stanwood of Boston, with Capital National Bank as local agent. They carried a $560 
premium. The bonds were to be issued as soon as the bond buyers could “pass the legality of the issue.” 

In July, the Board had not as yet received funds from the bond sale so directors wired stating if 
funds were not received in ten days, the sale was void. Gayle Stanwood didn’t seem to care about the 
deal and by default lost a chance for profit. 



 
High School Graduation Held 

 
 The Clerk had just reported 1,256 school children counted in the census and the Board was 
anxious to build needed classrooms. The bond sale was re-advertised in the Olympia Tribune and the 
bonds sold to Seymour and Barton of Tacoma at par, 6 percent, less $100 for legal papers. The bonds 
were “payable in gold coins equivalent to present standards of weights and measures.” 
 The Olympia Public Schools had an exhibit depicting the opportunities offered in the area at the 
World’s Fair in Chicago in 1893. C. R.  Talcott presented a draft to the Board for fifty dollars to be used 
in covering the exhibit with glass. Board members W. L. Bilger and S. H. Barbee voted in favor of 
accepting private money for the school exhibit, while J. C. Rathbun voted against it. The exhibit was 
covered with glass. 
 Olympia High School in 1893 started the monthly publication, High School News. Ernest G. 
Hartshorn was advisor and the first few editors served only one month each. In January, 1894 Chauncey 
B. Rathbun was named editor and continued for the balance of the school year. (The Olympia High 
School newspaper is the oldest school newspaper in the state. Over the years it has reflected great credit 
upon the students and has served as a stepping stone for journalists and photographers.) 
 Commencement exercises were held June 16, 1893, with Professor Brintnall’s duties being to 
secure the theatre building and the diplomas. Brintnall recommended the following as entitled to 
diplomas: 
 English Course—Edith McIntyre, Nellie Cochran, Nora Inman 
 Commercial Course—Harry Scofield, George Avery 
 Following the annual school Board election in July, M. L. Adams, who received ten more votes 
than publisher J. C. Rathbunm, was duly sworn in. Joseph Chilberg continued as Clerk. 
 Rathbun, anxious to get the proposed school on the Westside built, had prepared a resolution 
later which was ultimately adopted by the new Board (Bilger, Barbee and Adams). Architects Hartsuck 
and White were engaged to prepare plans for the new building. J. W. White was to superintend the 
erection of the building, check materials, and to hire workers from the Olympia area as bricklayers, 
carpenters and masons. 
 Board minutes reflected the school construction details, including the payroll: Charles Seifert, S. 
Dock, John Layman, Charles Lincoln, J. S. Hollard, William Ogle, Westside Mill Co., L.A. Towle, M. 
S. Weatherbie, Charles Patnude, W. C. Otis, J.G. Monk, W. J. Abernathy, J. H. Goldenberger, C. L. 
Cromwell, H. J. Millard, and Olympia Boom Works. Students were in the school by late December and 
a Mr. Huggett was at work as janitor. 
 The Clerk was instructed in November 1893, to purchase “a good quality coal,” for firing “when 
the weather will not admit the use of wood and bark.” 

 The panic of 1893 didn’t reach Olympia until 1894. This was the year that followed the collapse 
of the Western Washington boom. Logging was at a standstill and many mills operated sporadically. 
In Olympia, city, county, as well as school district warrants were discounted. The water supply to the 
schools was shut off during vacation to save money but that didn’t save much. Telephone service was 
an on-and-off affair. 

 
 
 
 



 
                                                                                                          High School Graduates  
                                                                                                          Superintendent Resigns 

 
 

 Insurance coverage on the Washington School building was allotted to Van Epps, A. H. 
Adams, Joseph Chilberg, M. E. Mumford, A. W. Winner and C. H. Carpenter.  Insurance 
coverage on Lincoln was shared by S. H. Barbee, J. F. Murphy, Fitch and Campbell and Joseph 
Chilberg.  (One didn’t have to be an insurance to be on the Board, but sometimes it paid off.)  
   The 1894 graduates from high school included Addie Libby, Charles O. Carry, J. Cowles, 
Anna Murry, and Chauncey C. Rathbun, the Olympia High School News editor. 
 In January of 1894, fourteen members of the high school student body, after hearing the 
school term would be limited to nine months, petitioned the Board to operate schools for ten 
months.  The students were assured of ten months of school.  The board tabled the motion, 
however, until precise dates could be determined. 
 At a later meeting the Board fixed the limit of the school year to nine months with the 
exception of the senior class.  Professor Brintnall said the seniors were given and extra months 
“so they could finish their courses.”  Graduation was held in the Opera House.  The Board voted 
to pay $10 toward renting the Opera House, the seniors to raise the balance.  This turned out to 
be only one dollar, due to the generosity of John Miller Murphy, Opera House owner. 
 Admission was charged to graduation exercises to help meet the speaker’s expenses and 
other costs.  Any surplus was to go to the Library Fund.  (One year the Library Fund received 
twenty cents.) 
 The Central School Building was leased to the Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.) for 
an indefinite period, at one dollar a year.   
 In April 1894, Superintendent Brintnall suspended a student and the Board upheld his 
action.  This was the first suspension recorded. 
 The Superintendent (or Professor) Brintnall was elected President of Olympia University 
and resigned his position with the District.  Brintnall edited and published The Journal of 
Education, a monthly magazine, which rolled off the presses in June 1894.  Like his predecessor 
Fallansbee, Brintnall influenced education throughout the state. 
 A Board resolution commended the capable educator: We “…express appreciation to 
Professor B. W. Brintnall, Superintendent of our schools, who has declined re-election, therefore 
be it resolved by this School Board of Olympia, Washington, that we herewith express our 
appreciation of the high character of his work and ability manifested during the past seven years 
in organizing and building up to its present high standing in our system of schools. 
 “That we recognize in Professor Brintnall an educator preeminent in his profession, a 
genial and scholarly gentlemen of special strength as an executive and possessing an 
unblemished moral character; that the best wishes of this Board and community go with him as 
he enters upon his new work and larger field of usefulness.” 
 The Board also commended the “good work done by the teachers of this district for the 
present year and especially commend them on the perfect harmony existing among all members 
of the corps in all matters in which the welfare of the schools are      
concerned.”  It is obvious that despite the bank’s discounting of warrants and even though they 
had classes of 60 or more, those men and women at the blackboard dedicated to their jobs. 
 Professor W. H. Beeler, high school principal, was elected superintendent at $100 a 
month.  He was succeeded by, W. C. Hazzard. 
 W. L. Bilger, hardware merchant, was elected president of the Board at its July 
organization meeting.  He, and Dr. M. L. Adams, were joined by newly elected A. J. Gillis.  F. 



H. Van Eaton was elected Clerk.  At this time Joe Chilberg, Clerk, reported the District owed 
$121,265.99.  The school census was reported at 1,185. 
 Van Eaton, the clerk, was a much better penman than Joe Chilberg, writing in Spencerian 
script.  The former clerk’s writing could be called a blend of scripts, all aimed at getting the 
material into as compact a space as possible.  The job proved to be more than Mr. Van Eaton 
desired, however, and following his resignation George E. Thompson was appointed clerk on 
January 10, 1895. 
 L. A. Towle received the bid for furnishing bark, to all the schools at $2.90 a cord, the 
bark to be racked, measured and inspected at the school houses.  (Bark was not Grade One 
cordwood.) 
 In September, a Miss callow was employed to teach at the Eastside School at a salary of 
$40 a month subject to the following conditions: “In case the average daily attendance shall not, 
in the opinion of the Board, justify the continuance of the school, it shall be closed: Second that 
the patrons of the school shall furnish all fuel, janitor work and keep the building in repair.”  
Mrs. J. W. Middleton was elected a few months later to replace Miss Callow. 
 Voters were asked to pledge payment of all outstanding warrants and extend indebtedness 
to meet expenses for the year.  Both propositions lost as there was not a  
60 percent, favorable vote on either issue.  Re-submitted in July 1895, both measures passed.  (A 
school district must pay its debts.  Unlike John Q. Citizen it can’t declare bankruptcy after 
spending beyond its income.) 
 E. T. Young was elected in 1895 to the Board replacing Mr. Bilger.  M. L. Adams was 
elected president.  Adams resigned in September and J. C. Rathbunwas appointed by County 
School Superintendent Francis Henry.   
 The Board elected E. N. Tate as Lincoln principal in 1895 with the Misses Mary Page, 
Ida Hill, Minnie McCullough, Mrs. J. W. Middleton and Miss Janette Moore as teachers.  
Georgiana Fisher, Myrtle Robertson, Susie Currier, Jan Coville, Aurelia Dittman, Mrs. Pamela 
C. Hale, Mattie Moore and Miss J. M. Kelso were at Washington.  Fred Brown, Westside 
Principal, had Kate Ward as his assistant.  Jennie E. Licktes was named Eastside teacher.  Elias 
Dwyer, Charles Bolton and George Betts were elected janitors.  Later a Mr. Stilwell as appointed 
Eastside janitor at $10 a month.  The total monthly payroll was $1,085. 
 The Board, after deliberation on the length of the school day, in November1895, decided 
that school hours would be from 9 to 12 and 1 to 4 with a brief recess at 2:30 in the afternoon. 
 The school ended on March 10, 1896.  Diplomas were awarded to graduates Edith 
Cavanaugh, Eida M. Collins, Marble C. Giles, O. P. M. Hazzard, Charles A. Libby, Mary E. 
McIntyre, Anna A. Mitchell, Ross P. Murphy, Josephine Price, John A. Rea, Jr., Edna E. 
Robertson, Eva M. Wier, Lena M. Shields and Nina Thomas. 
 
 
 



 
                                                                                                                   Financial Trouble 

 
 The directors established the rental on Central School at $3 a month in early 1896.  
Washington School was the site for the summer normal class and County Teachers’ Institute, 
was conducted by County Superintendent Francis Henry.  He had to furnish his own fuel, janitor 
service and “protect the District in any destruction of school property the could occur during the 
use of the building.” 
 Bills approved for payment were as follows: Talcott Bros., repairing clock, Westside, $1; 
Olympia Water Works (1/3 month of March), $10; J. W. Carlyon, $1; J. T. Cline, wood contract, 
$68; Westside Mill Co., $11.70; and John S. Grimm, 300 bricks, $2.40. 
 A. J. Gillis was elected Board president.  The Clerk was instructed to have the “two 
diplomas received from the Columbian Exposition framed and to place them on exhibition at 
some suitable place.”  Minor repair work was ordered done prior to school opening on 
September 7. 
 School District funds were deposited with the County Treasurer.  Deposits were made to 
the Building Fund, the General Fund, the Apparatus Fund and the Special Fund.  In October 
1896, “warrants issued in August on the General Fund were thereby cancelled on account of their 
being no money in the Fund.”  The Clerk previously had been advised by the Treasurer “to issue 
on said Fund,” but later learned it was insolvent. 
 A tree-month school session started March 29, 1897.  Insurance on Washington and 
Lincoln was needed. 
 June graduates of the Class ’97 were Eugene Cannady, Lila Giles, Janette Thompson, 
Kate Taylor, Cassandra Messegee, Emma McMahon, Viola Wynchero, Miriam Williamson, 
Nellie Brown and Lawrence George.  
 Sometime directors played a game of musical chairs with their positions.  Warrants were 
just paper, the District was in debt and there were always complaints.  Many business leaders 
didn’t want to be associated with an enterprise that always seemed to be operating in the red.  
President A. J. Gillis resigned from the Board and H. M. Pierce was elected.  Pierce resigned.  O. 
H. Pridham was appointed to serve with Woodard and Rathbun.  The newly constituted Board 
decided to pay salaries and other bills as if taxes were coming in levied.  There was a question of 
whether salaries should be reduced but Rathbun stood firm against such a proposal.  The teachers 
had been hired in good faith at $50 a month.  Woodard agreed that a promise was a promise. 
 The County Treasurer was instructed to forward the bondholders a County General Fund 
Warrant for $914, now the property of the district, and $856 cash to pay interest of $1,770 due 
on bonds.  If the bondholders should refuse to accept the offer, the warrant and money were to be 
returned.  School warrants were not accepted at face value in Olympia so what chance did they 
face elsewhere?  The warrant and money were returned.  Then $885 cash was sent to 
bondholders. 
 The District had $74,000 in outstanding bonds and $45,571.53 in outstanding warrants.  
What district could wish for anything more in a time when taxes weren’t rolling in? 
 



 
                                                                                                       Salary Schedule Adopted 

 
 
 
 George E. Thompson, Clerk, acting upon Board instruction to purchase wood for the 
school year, entered into an agreement the day after the June meeting, E. T. Young who had 
presided at that meeting, for the coming year’s wood supply for all schools, C. H. Pridham 
questioned the legality of resigned Board member Young’s action.  He presumably was still a 
Board member at the meeting and, as a director, could not enter into contract for profit with the 
District.  Surprise! County Attorney J. R. Mitchell revealed the County School Superintendent 
had received Young’s resignation on May 29.  The contract between Young and the School 
District was legal. 
 In August 1897, Superintendent-elect Hawes appeared before the Board to request 
information on plans for the coming fall term.  More taxes were being paid than in the previous 
three years, so the Board had a salary schedule for teachers: Those holding first- and second- 
grade certificates, who had never taught in Olympia would receive $40 a month.  Each year the 
salary would advance $2 a month to a maximum $50.  Lincoln Principal Ada Sprague was to 
receive $55 a month, while the Westside Principal would be paid $45.  The Superintendent 
would receive $75 a month.  All six-month contracts between Board and teachers were called 
back and replaced by nine-month contracts.  There was a question as to whether a contract could 
be called back and another issued in its stead; a contract is a contract.  The new contracts, 
however, were for nine months instead of six, and thus were presumed legal.  The Board and 
teachers were pleased with the longer term. 
 Superintendent Hawes suggested that Botany be added to the high school course of study 
so that local high school graduates would be admitted to the University of Washington without 
examination.  “The Board agreed that the course of studies of the high school should be made to 
harmonize with those of the University.”  Rathbun further suggested that practical lectures would 
be helpful and instructive in the development of character and forming habit in relation to the 
realities of life.  “Hawes had already decided upon such a step to the pleasure of all,” the minutes 
noted. 
 Dr. Woodard moved the imposition of a five-mill levy and following Board concurrence 
the Clerk was instructed to notify the Auditor.  Time and again, the school children of Olympia 
were fortunate to have Rathbun and Woodard protecting their interests.  They put in long hours, 
getting the most from limited funds.  Now and then, however, either as the result of losing an 
election or because they were concerned about the demand on their time, these stalwarts would 
be replaced.  In September 1894, J. C. Rathbun resigned and was replaced by a product of the 
Olympia Collegiate Institute, P. M. Troy.  (Troy had enrolled in the Olympia private school in 
1888.  He later recalled that L. E. Follansbee was then principal and L. P. Venen was instructor 
in Greek, Latin and higher mathematics.  “It was then the first school of its type in the Territory.”  
There was a normal course and a commercial course at the Collegiate Institute.  The school 
declined with the rise of the State University and went under in 1891.  His classmates were C. V. 
Leach, a relative of county official Wes Leach; C. B. Seeley, whose relatives still reside in 
Thurston County; and D. S. Troy, father of Mrs. Glenna Troy Overton.) 



 
                                                                                                                          Women Vote   

 
 

One of the newly constituted Board’s first acts was to employ Miss Sara Troy as a high 
school teacher at $55 a month.  They also heard Superintendent Hawes report on the over-
crowded condition of Washington and Lincoln.  It would be necessary, he said, to open a new 
classroom in one of the two schools.  The teacher would come from the Westside.  This change 
would necessitate a boundary revision, which the Board prudently left to Hawes to work out. 

Fred Schomber, who assumed the duties of paid clerk for the Board in 1897, didn’t 
probably realize it when he began, but he was to fulfill and important role in 1904.  Schomber 
sold insurance, and having an office could provide the School Board with a meeting place.  With 
records at hand, Shomber reported: “If there was no falling off in payment of taxes from present 
indications, the income will be sufficient to pay all current expenses and pay off last year’s as 
well.”  Still needed were funds to meet bond-interest obligations. 

    The Board bought Rand McNally maps of the United States and the State of Washington, 
as recommended by County Superintendent W. B. Brintnall and City Superintendent Hawes. 

  Mr. Winner, a patron, protested the District’s allowing a half-day vacation per   month for 
every classroom having a record of no tardiness.  He said that when a pupil was tardy there was 
ill feeling toward the tardy one.  Hawes said since the practice had been in effect tardiness had 
been reduced 50 percent.  The Board disapproved of “venting ill feeling carried out by some.”  
Hawes later checked on this aspect, but reported the good results outweighed the bad and the 
reward system was continued. 
 The Olympia School Board was invited in May 1898, to take part in a meeting arranged 
by the Tacoma Board and the State Teachers’ Association to b held in June.  The Clerk was 
instructed to let the Tacoma Board know the Olympia Board would be represented. 
 The application of the City Clerk for registration books and affidavits for female voters at 
the coming school election was discussed: “The clerk was instructed to provide necessary 
supplies and to give notice of election to papers. Roll books were open at City Clerk’s office.” 
Charles D. King was elected to the Board, replacing Dr. Woodard. Troy was re-elected as was 
Schomber. 
 County Superintendent B. W. Brintnall laid before the Board a plan for uniform 
examination for all county   eighth-grade students. The plan was adopted for Olympia. 
 Hennie Sickels was hired to teach for the three-month term at Mud Bay at $35 a month. 
Miss Adelaide Williams and Miss Georgiana Fisher, teachers, were granted “an allowance for 
faithful services rendered.” The merit-pay bonus of $36 each was added to their last month’s 
salary. Butler Cove residents wanted to restore their former school to use as it was too far for the 
small students to walk to the Westside School. The Clerk was ordered to deliver lumber for the 
needed repairs to the school, where the parents would wield hammers and saws. 
 



 
         School Accident 

 
 
 
 The Board received approximately 50 applications for teaching positions during the 
summer of 1898. The staff included the following: 
 Superintendent: T. B. Hawes 
 High School: Sarah Troy, Georgiana Fisher; 

Washington School: Margaret Wallace, Mary Bethel Cole, Aurelia Dittman,                
Jennie Sickels, Ida Hill, Adelaide Williams 
Lincoln School: T. N. Henry, C.F. Leach, Mrs. P.C. Hale, Ella Boyer, Janet Moore 
Westside School: D.E. Crandall, Linnie Barnes 
Eastside (Piety Hill): Lizzie Savidge 
Butler Cove: Annie Macleay 
School Attendance laws were being enforced, it was reported to the Board, and 

attendance kept edging up. An additional room was ordered prepared at Lincoln. Interest on 
bonds was being paid on time. The Clerk bought a clock for the Red Schoolhouse and was 
directed to find out the amount of curtains necessary for the Red School and the Westside School 
and report to the Board. (The Red School was also known as the Brown School and the Butler 
Cove School). 
 The State Teachers’ Association met at Washington School for one day during the 
holiday season. The National Education Association invited the School Board to attend the 
annual convention in Los Angeles in July. Notice of acceptance was to be given, a delegate to be 
named later. 
 Hugh Ross, druggist, was elected Director in July, 1899.  P. M. Troy, retiring Director, 
congratulated the Board upon having secured Mr. Ross. Frederick Schomber continued as Clerk. 
C. H. Pridham was elected Board President on motion of C. D. King. The new Board re-elected 
Hawes as Superintendent and all teachers received a $5 per month increase in pay. The County 
Commissioners were asked to levy an amount adequate to cover interest payments on bonded 
indebtedness. The Board asked for a five mill operational levy. 
 George Martin and Son were asked to do minor repair work at Westside. The Clerk was 
instructed to have an additional coil radiator installed in Miss Barnes’ room”…if Miss Barnes 
should consider it necessary.” The Clerk was further instructed to buy three sheepskin-bound 
Webster International Dictionaries and twelve Academic Dictionaries. 
 In order to relieve crowded conditions at Washington it was decided that it might be 
wiser to move the High School to the Westside School than to let small children residing near 
Washington to walk to Cherry Street to the Lincoln School. In January, 1900, all eighth-grade 
students were transferred to Lincoln where an added room was “fitted out.” An additional room 
was also “fitted out at the Westside, with single desks.” 
 In December, 1899, little seven-year-old Elsie Davis narrowly escaped being fatally 
burned in an accident at the Westside School. Her dress caught fire from a stove in the basement. 
“Serious results were averted by the courage and bravery of Miss Lynnie Barnes who 
extinguished the fire on the clothing of her pupil and thereby severely burned her hand.” The 
Clerk of the Board was instructed to draw a set of resolutions expressing the appreciation of the 
Directors “of her timely and courageous action on the occasion referred and have the same 
spread on the records and a copy sent to Miss Barnes.” It was also ordered “that the salary of 
Miss Barnes go on during and be paid for the time of holiday vacation.” Her medical bill was 
also paid. 



Hawes Makes Summary   -   1899 
  
 

Superintendent Hawes was re-elected for the 1900-1901 term. Miss Margeritta Keyes 
was named high school principal with, Sara Troy and Georgianna Fisher as teachers. D. E. 
Crandall was moved to Washington, and Orson Curry was named principal at Lincoln. A. C. 
Gaillac was named principal of Westside, where he also was to teach sixth and seventh grades. 
There were now three teachers at this school. A three-month term was ordered for the Red 
Schoolhouse. 
 M. G. Royal replaced C. H. Pridham on the Board. Charles Kind was elected president. 
 T. N. Henry, who succeeded Ada Sprague as Lincoln principal , was now County 
Superintendent of Schools. He desired to hold the County Teacher’s Institute in the Washington 
School and permission was granted. (Ada Sprague had married Dr. J. W. Mowell.) 
 During the summer of 1900, repairs were made on the tin roofs of Lincoln, Washington 
and Westside. The eight rooms in Washington and Lincoln were “alabastrined” under the 
direction of David Lincoln. He also saw to the repair of blackboards by applying slating. George 
Forbes saw to repainting of desks, valleys and gutters of the three schools. A flagpole ordered as 
was “ one quick gong.” 
 Rehired for the 1900-01 year were Charles Bolton, George R. Betts and Elias Dwyer, 
janitors for the three larger schools, and Mrs. Augusta Goldenberger, who kept the Eastside of 
Piety Hill School neat and clean. Incumbent teachers were re-elected. A sizeable number of 
applicants had applied but he the Board apparently didn’t believe  in change for change’s sake. 
When there were no funds to hire others for repair work, the three janitors each served for a 
month in the summer, doing their best at tasks for which they were not trained. The District 
could not afford to keep all three on the payroll as a repair crew for the entire summer, so each 
janitor had an extra month of employment when school wasn’t in session. 
 In November, 1899, Superintendent C. B. Hawes resigned. In his June report he had 
commented upon the growth of the school district “in numbers  and in interest and corresponding 
efficiency.”  Eighteen teachers were employed with an extra teacher for summer school on the 
bay. The High School enrolled 105 students with three teachers in addition to Superintendent 
Hawes, who also served as a teacher. Hawes stressed the need for student guidance, especially at 
the high school level. There were 13 high school graduates that year, most of whom hoped to 
attend the University of Washington of another school of higher education. (Among them was 
Elizabeth Matheson, who returned to Olympia as a Washington School teacher in 1903. She 
retired in 1936.) 

There were 937 students enrolled in 1899, 99 more than in 1898. As a result of half-day 
holiday for rooms without tardiness during the month, the incidence of tardiness had dropped 
from 2,543 in 1897 to 332 in 1899. 
 In the 1898-1899 school year there were 160 first-graders and 141 second-graders. 
Enrollment dropped to 97 in the third, 103 in the fourth, 147 in the fifth, 92 in the sixth, and 80 
in the seventh. (The eighth grade must have presented quite a challenge: There were only 43 
students enrolled.) 



 
School District Sued 

 
 There were 461 students at Washington, 320 at Lincoln, 107 at Westside and 49 in other 
buildings (Eastside and Red Schoolhouse—Butler Cove.) 
 The course of study, reported Superintendent Hawes, had changed from a six-months 
course in 1987 to a nine-months course. The teachers and Superintendent had even worked out 
an enrichment program for gifted children, buy it was not called so. Superintendent Hawes and 
staff described “watertight compartments” or rooms side by side, not relating to one another. The 
student in Olympia became familiar with the manner of teaching of more than one teacher (cal it 
team teaching or open concept—Hawes and his staff were ahead of their time.) 
 C.W. Durrette was elected to head the Olympia Schools following Hawes’ resignation. 
Mrs. Durette introduced a high school commercial course. Margaret Bigelow was elected to the 
staff. There were 21 high school graduates in 1900 with graduation ceremonies in the Olympic 
Theatre. 
 In March, 1901, the Board acted in response to a petition from Brown’s addition residents 
asking for a six-month school. Ethel Royal was elected to teach the Butler Cove School for a 
five-month term starting April 1st. 
 A change in the state law precluded the hiring of teacher until after the annual election of 
Board members. The Board got around this item by “Selecting” teachers to be “elected” after the 
annual election. C. D. King was re-elected director and Fred Shomber, Clerk. Myrtle Robertson 
was elected supply teacher to aid the Superintendent. 
 Dr. J. W. Mowell, Health Officer, discussed with the Board means of preventing the 
spread of smallpox in the schools. Measles had been prevalent two winters earlier, and as 
attendance formed the basis of school apportionment, Board members were concerned with the 
loss of revenue as well as pupil’s welfare. The school room had to be heated, the Board ordered, 
and all salaries were to be paid in spite of reduced revenues.  
 The City Council was asked by petition for a suitable plank walk from Swan Street to 
Lincoln so students would not have to cross on the railroad trestle. 
 In 1902, the school directors were sued by Eaton and Company, Westland Publishing, 
Rand McNally and Harr Wagner, publishers of school texts to force the use of their  texts In the 
Olympia Schools. These companies claimed that the State of Washington had entered into 
contracts with each for the use of their texts for a five-year period starting in May 1900.   

John B. Allen, noted attorney and former Board member, offered to represent the School 
Board without charge. The Board accepted with alacrity. (Allen had started his law practice in an 
office in the Good Templar Building. His practice grew and he moved to the Cushman Land 
Office building. He was appointed U. S. Attorney for Washington State’s first U. S. Senator. He 
moved with such legal giants as O.B McFadden, S. Garfield, Elisa P. Ferry and later was a 
member of the firm of Struver , Allen, Hughes and McMicken of Seattle.) Allen called upon the 
State Attorney General to intervene in the suits pending and defend the Olympia District against 
the enforcement of the contracts. He was successful. 
 



 
      Durrette Dies 

      Montgomery Elected 
 
 Superintendent Durrette died in March, 1902, and High School Principal W. W. 
Montgomery was named to succeed him. The School Board election of May 10 at City 
(Columbia) Hall resulted in Hugh Ross’ election for a three-year term. W. J. Royal, was named 
Chairman of the Board. 
 Teachers did not have tenure but each year the Board would have the teachers fill out 
forms if they desired to return to teach. Teachers could not be elected until August if they were 
to teach in September. Later, rules were changed to delay teacher election until after annual 
Board election, in compliance with state law. Teachers who elected to go on to college for a year 
or so but desired to return to Olympia were put on the preferred list. This meant they had a first 
chance at vacancies. 
 With the resumption of school at the Red Schoolhouse, Brown’s addition became the 
“Westside Addition”. The Westside School was named Garfield School, honoring the late 
President. 
 J.M. Overhulse contracted for the alabasting of four rooms at Garfield for $50, with the 
District supplying materials. The salary for the Clerk of the Board was fixed at $20 a month 
besides the amount allowed for census and the legal fee for meetings. 
 “The matter of football playing by high school students was the subject of discussion and 
the Board expressed its disfavor of the continuance of the game on account of its evil 
tendencies,” reported Fred Schomber, Clerk, in the October, 1902, Board minutes. The secretary 
was instructed to notify the football team that after Thanksgiving no football playing would be 
allowed. 
 In February, 1903 Haratio Hartley’s last will and testament revealed that a “large” share 
of real and personal property was left to Olympia School District to educate children in the 
District. The Board retained George Israel, at a fee of $100, to look after its interests in the 
estate. George Funk was employed to defend the School District in the suit of bondholders. 
 The Board offered a $50 reward leading to the apprehension of the person or persons who 
set fire to the fourth-grade room at Lincoln. No one claimed the money. 
 Finance problems were eased by 1904. The school buildings, while “packed to the 
rafters” and “fitted up” with basement rooms, were in good repair. Warrants which had been 
discounted at 8 percent were now discounted by banks at only 5 percent. Superintendent 
Montgomery had 26 teachers on his staff. Miss Leitha Falliher was granted a leave for one 
month to attend the St. Louis Exposition. 
 Petite, white-haired, Margaretta Keyes, long-time teacher who at times had served as 
high school principal, died in March, 1904. The Board adopted a resolution emphasizing the loss 
to the community. She remembered for the enthusiasm with which  
she taught English and Mathematics; she was loyal to students, to self and to community; she 
had no patience for those who had not prepared the day’s lesson. 



 
        Mrs. Miller Deeds Property 

 
 Goldie Funk wrote about an incident during Mrs. Keyes’ teaching days: “ One day she 
decided she would not live the day through. She didn’t feel sick but felt as if a vein or an artery 
had burst between her shoulder blades and all that kept her from drowning in her own blood was 
her tight steel-slatted corset and tight whale-boned waist. Every once in a while she felt a queer 
movement, like a throbbing in her upper back. As soon as school was out she hurried down 
Fourth Street to the home of a friend. She almost fell into the house. She gasped, ‘Something is 
the matter with me, I don’t know what. I was to go to bed right away. Maybe you’d better send 
for a doctor.’ Her friend helped her undress—tight waist, petticoats, and finally, tight corset—
and out jumped a poor frightened little mouse.” 
 A.W. Finnell replaced Charles King on the School Board. Hugh Ross was replaced on the 
Board by Millard Lemon. Fred Schomber was elected to replace appointee William Nunn. 
McClarty was elected without opposition. 
 The Board was concerned with space for boys and girls. In January, 1906, they elected to 
put a ten mill levy before the voters for a new high school. The district would use the old Central 
site Union and Washington, unless someone would propose trade involving no expenditure of 
funds. The measure received favorable vote, setting off much talk. The Board wanted a location 
on 13th Street in exchange for the Washington and Union location. Mrs. Mary McFadden Miller 
at a school Board meeting in April, 1906 “orally tendered block 68, Sylvester’s Plat,” at no cost 
to the District. A condition of the gift was that the high school would be named in honor of her 
late husband, William Winlock Miller. She suggested that the block on Union be sold and that 
the proceeds be used to build a stone building on Block 68. 
 The School Board then proceeded to sell the union Street property and allocated the funds 
received toward the cost of building the high school. Dr. Mowell bought lot 8 for $1200 and built 
an imposing home. (This building is now owned by the Washington State School Directors 
Association and used as its state office.) The Board also sold the Westside property known as the 
Woodard School, which had been part of the Moses Hurd donation claim, for $300 to Olympia 
Lumber Company. 
 Mary McFadden Miller was the daughter of Mr. And Mrs. O.B. McFadden. McFadden, a 
lawyer of great brilliance, was a Chief Justice of the Supreme Court who received his 
appointment in Territorial days. Mary was acknowledged as a belle of the area at the time of her 
marriage to William Winlock Miller in 1869. Miller had served as quartermaster during the 
Indian Wars, demonstrating financial acumen. He was a community leader and had land 
investments, especially in Lewis and Thurston Counties. At the time of deeding Block 68 to the 
School District, Mrs. Miller and her sons lived in Seattle, at 1320 University Street. 
 Mrs. Miller delivered the deed to Millard Lemon on August 6, 1906. Her 
recommendation of Architect, James Stephens, of Seattle was accepted by the board. 
Specifications listed wood or stone construction. If the school should not be named in honor of 
her husband, she stipulated the property would revert to the Millers.  
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       High School Built 
 
 The Board, after receipt of bids, called a public meeting to determine whether to build of 
frame construction or of stone.  This meeting was chaired by Judge Byron Millett.  Dr. Hayes 
and C.B. Mann opposed building of stone while Dr. Mowell favored Tenino sandstone.  So did 
most of the citizens attending the meeting. 
 The contract was let to Robert Brown to build a stone structure for $26,845.  The 
plumbing and drainage contract went to Howard Stickles, Seattle, for $2,754.  The contract for 
heating and ventilation was awarded to J.M. Abbot whose bid was $3,683. 
 While work proceeded, Thomas McLarty searched for a temporary building to house 
high school students.  He rented the defunct People’s University Building, also known as the 
O.C.I. Building, for $75 a month for a six-month period.  He arranged for “sewer connection and 
seven closets.”  The O.C.I. Building was near East Bay Drive and Second Street. 
 Mr. W.W. Montgomery, School Superintendent, and the Board differed over the issue of 
salary.  The Board stood firm on its offer and Montgomery was adamant in his demand.  The 
Board elected Frank O. Keager as school head.  Montgomery went to Seattle, where he entered 
law practice. He and Noyes Talcott are friends. 
 Superintendent Kreager rearranged classes at Lincoln and Washington as well as at the 
temporary high school site in order to accommodate the largest classes in the largest rooms. 
 The Women’s club, ardent supporters of the new high school, held open house during the 
day at the new William Winlock High School on April 27, 1907, to celebrate its completion.  A 
special program was held in the evening.  The student body held an official “moving day” on 
Monday, April 29, 1907.  Wooden sidewalks had been placed around the building with some 
grading and landscaping yet to be completed.  Later the Charles Patenude Cement Works built a 
six-foot walk on Columbia in front of the school with no less than two walks leading to the proud 
edifice.  They also did cement work along the sides of the building on Thirteenth and Fourteenth 
Streets. 
 The walks cost the district taxpayers 15 cents a surface foot and 36 cents a foot for steps.  
The following year a flag pole was erected on the campus. 
 Roof trouble developed at the new school:  it leaked with the first heavy fall rain.  The 
architect discovered that the trusses had not been placed according to specifications.  The fault 
was attributed to “incompetent inspection” and was later remedied. 
 After much deliberation the Board added Manual training and Domestic Science to the 
curriculum for high school and eighth grades as Kreager desired. 
 Prior to school opening, Superintendent Kreager had submitted lists of needed furniture, 
teachers’ desks, 400 chairs, domestic science and manual training equipment and one-half barrel 
of floor dressing. 
 Among successful bidders were Mills and Cowles, Olympia Hardware, Mottman 
Mercantile.  Warrants were also issued to Pacific Telephone, George Blankenship, G.B. Forbes, 
Star Laundry, C.T. Lansdale, F.W. Crombie, R.R. Gruehlke, R.A. Trullinger and Olympia Light 
and Power. 
      





 
 

       Talcott Recollection 
 
 The Board could not enter into teaching contracts for fall terms until late summer.  
Teachers wanted to know if they were re-elected and boards wanted to retain good teachers.  
Teachers were informed that the were on the “preferred list.”  This meant that they would be re-
elected and offered contracts. 
 In 1907, the Board decided that only one change was necessary.  This was  “in the 
principalship of the Garfield School, not on account of the lack of educational qualifications, but 
on account of the spirit of rebellion shown by the principal and by him communicated to teachers 
and pupils which should become the matter of a thorough investigation by the Board.”  Millard 
Lemon later investigated and learned the reason for the principal’s rebellious’ stance: he wanted 
more salary--$100 a month. 
 Bicycle sheds were built at the high school and at Roosevelt; an eighth grade room was 
established at Garfield; $20 was paid to remove logs in the streets near Roosevelt; one-half the 
cost of putting in a walk south of Lincoln School was paid to the City and the Board agreed to 
help pay for sidewalks near the trestle on Union Street, the City to be in charge of the work.  
Three Singer sewing machines were purchased for $30 to $35 each and three microscopes for 
$100. 
 Cordwood was up in price in the summer of 1907.  Mathews and Peters sold a 100 cords 
at $4.50.  P.H. Westmoreland was paid at the same rate for the 75 cords delivered to Lincoln.  
Cecil Rutledge of Little Rock submitted a bid for $2.50 a cord to supply four-foot lengths for the 
high school and $2.70 a cord for 18 inch wood for Garfield.  A total of 40 cords was purchased.  
The price was F.O.B. Little Rock; $1.30 per cord was added for freight. 
 The well at Piety Hill school was cleaned and deepened.  The Clerk was instructed to 
“procure proper persons to police all school property on Halloween night.”  With the election of 
J.N. Stanford and Fieda Iffland, there were now 30 faculty members. 
 Several decades later, Noyes Talcott remembered the games he and his classmates played 
during those days, in school and out.  Many were the same games as those played today.  He also 
remembered getting into hot water with a stern school administration. 
 In 1910 Talcott recalled, the male students had a dancing club, T.P.G. (Time, Place and 
Girl).  There is no indication in school district records, however, that school officials even knew 
that dancing existed.  Marooned at home with numerous boils, Noyes promised classmates that if 
they elected him class president there would be dancing in the fall.  Elected he was, and the first 
event was to be a “clap-in clap-out” affair.  Noyes approached the Superintendent but was told 
there was no money to pay for a dance.  Noyes and his cohorts raised the money and a dance was 
held in Columbus Hall.  Peggy Renkin and Mabel Springer were on the dance committee. 
 School life was more than Board meetings, and reminiscences of Olympians who were 
students during the early part of the century provide some interesting sidelights. 



 
       Students Strike 

       Home Ec Class at AYP 
 
 About  the same time-1908 or 1909, as Talcott remembers, there was ice skating on Moss 
Lake.  Young Talcott, along with others, didn’t want to miss a golden opportunity, so they 
skated.  His mother wrote an excuse as required but didn’t say why her son was absent.  The 
principal asked the lad if he had gone skating and Noyes said, “Yes.”  He was expelled.   He 
stayed out for four days.  He then telephoned to say he needed the schooling and unless he was 
re-admitted he would go to the School Board.  He was re-admitted.  Mottman was also at the 
Moss Lake ice skating party,  Talcott recalled, but he didn’t have skates so wasn’t expelled. 
 A fellow classmate, Mallory, became the proud owner of an automobile.  Invited to go 
for a ride, Talcott eagerly accepted.  Instead of going for a spin in the country, however, the 
driver went up Fourth to Jefferson, back to Capitol Way or Main Street and up to Tenth.  He 
drove up and down on the street planks to avoid getting his car dirty.  Talcott spotted the 
Superintendent and gave a friendly wave.  The boys later heard from the Superintendent about 
this brazen adventure, Talcott remembered. 
 Each high school class had a distinctive pennant which was sacred to that class but not to 
others.  “Pennant fights” started about 1902,  Talcott recalled and spread from Washington to the 
new high school.  Sophomore Wendell Mead (his father was Governor) hid from the big boys, 
and gained access to the third floor attic.  Intent on capturing the senior pennant wafting in the 
breeze, he climbed to the roof, hand-over-hand, and grabbed the pennant.  Luckily, he 
accomplished the prank without broken bones. 
 In 1912, the students held a “strike” for greater freedom.  Bonfires were built on what 
later b became the state government campus.  Parents backed the students, agreeing that 
discipline was too severe.  As an outcome of the strike, disciplinary practices were relaxed. 
 Martha Bustrack has related what it was like to attend Lincoln School in the early 1900’s 
when it was located on Cherry Street between 12th and 13th.  Her first teacher was Janet Moore, 
who had a sign on the door of her classroom: Mind Your Own Business.  One day in a departure 
from established procedure, little Martha decided to admonish a classmate for errant behavior.  
She stroked one forefinger across the other saying, “Shame! Shame on you!”  Martha was seized 
from behind, given a good shaking and told to mind her own business.  Did Martha remember?  
Well, yes, for the last seventy-six years. 
 Martha started her freshman year in spanking new William Winlock Miller High.  She 
enrolled in the new domestic science course and Latin.  In 1909, Martha was a member of the 
advanced domestic science class which demonstrated at the Alaska-Yukon Exposition.  The 
students, directed by Miss Elmira White, served luncheons.  “And they were luncheons!”  For 
instance, course one might be sugared fresh strawberries, followed by soup, then meat, followed 
by a salad course, dessert, then coffee and, don’t forget—fingerbowls.  The girls were attired in 
natty white uniforms and starched headgear.  According to the recollections of Martha Bustrack 
Jones, they “served the moguls” of the fair.  This exhibition helped focus greater attention on the 
teaching of domestic science in high schools of the state. 



 
       Amelia Dittman 

 
 The Olympia High School classes in woodworking were also featured at the Exposition.  
The boys lived in a tent during the summer.  The girls stayed in a boarding house. 
 After majoring in Latin for two years at the University, Martha went to Almira to teach 
elementary school at $60 a month.  She returned in two years to teach grades three and four at 
Washington for $70 a month.  She taught art and sewing to grades seven and eight. 
 Washington was a square-storied building, she recalled, with rooms in each corner, 
curved cornices made of locally fired brick, and the imposing tower. 
 Superintendent Frank O. Kreager had counseled Martha Bustrack to continue her 
education with the result she went to Washington State College.  She was graduated with honors 
and taught in Cheney High School.  While at Washington State College, she had listened to the 
blandishments of Sheridan Jones with the result that she returned to Olympia in 1920 as his wife. 
 In 1944, after periods of substitute teaching, Martha Jones returned to full-time teaching 
of home economics.  She earned a Master’s Degree from Washington State College during 
summer sessions, continuing in the tradition that had begun many years before when Olympia 
pioneered in the teaching of domestic science.  Mrs. Jones retired when she reached 70 (but who 
knew her age?).  Fifteen years later she bakes the family bread, drives her car, gets out to 
University Women meetings, in which organization she held membership over fifty years, and in 
general remembers the admonitions of early day teacher Janet Moore. 
 In December, 1907, the complaint of Mr. John Dille against Miss Amelia Dittman of 
Lincoln School was aired.  Miss Dittman was accused of mistreating a pupil, John Dille.  
Superintendent Kreager reported he had thoroughly investigated the charge and recommended to 
the Directors that no blame should be attached to Miss Dittman.  Corporal punishment had been 
administered in a “mild and reasonable manner and said punishment was fully deserved.”  He 
also reported that the boy was attending school and presumably was able to sit down. 
 It was suggested that John Dille attend the same classroom pending his good behavior; 
otherwise the student was to be transferred to Washington. 
 Miss Dittman’s parents had settled south of Tumwater in the 1870’s.  Amelia started 
teaching as a teenager in the Olympia Schools in 1893 and was always placed on the “selected 
list.”  There was never a question of her efficiency or her concern for her students.  She taught 46 
years.   
 In 1975, Dr. Reed Ingham was asked about his memories of school in Olympia.  With a 
twinkle in his eye, he said:  “I had Miss Dittman as a teacher.” 
 Mrs. Hugh Ross and Mrs. R.M. Troy appeared before the Board and asked that the 
ordinance relating to contagious diseases be strictly enforced.  Mr. Stocking, who replaced 
Millard Lemon on  the Board, agreed to check with Superintendent Kreager and the elementary 
principals to make sure there would be strict compliance with the ladies’ request. 



 
       North Olympia School 

 
 Mrs. Ross and Mrs. Troy, as a committee from the Civic Improvement Club, offered to 
donate $75 toward the beautification of William Winlock Miller High School, for purchase of 
shrubs.  They asked for assurance that the school district would water the shrubs and lawn 
around the school.  The Board lost no time in making promises to the ladies. 
 Governor Samuel Cosgrove’s funeral was held on Wednesday, March 31, 1909, and the 
“matter of the observance of the funeral” was placed in the hands of Superintendent Kreager, so 
that appropriate respect would be paid by the schools. 
 North Olympia residents wanted a new two-room school in their area.  The aging one-
room school, they said, had become too crowded.  The Directors visited the school and later 
reacted favorably to the patrons’ request. 
 They purchased lots 13 to 24 of Block 14, Seebries Addition, from William H. Cook, 
Charles Bolton, Bertha Engley and Dornan Brothers.  P.C. and C.B. Canning cleared the lots for 
$199.  The contract for construction of the new school was awarded to N.E.Yelverton for $2,944. 
 Fred Stocking and Fred Schomber, with Yelverton, and City Engineer Millard Lemon 
(former school board member) “engaged a hack and all parties proceeded to Seebries Addition 
where Lemon laid out the new school location and grade levels which he furnished to the 
contractor.”  Howard Gray supervised construction for a fee of 2 percent of the contract. 
 The new school was christened Roosevelt in 1908.  It was insured for $2,000.  Twenty-
five cords of wood were ordered to heat it and William Cook was named janitor.  A new 
“woodhouse and two closets” were built by Yelverton, who also dug a well.  The outhouses cost 
$355.60.  Sidewalks cost $176.60 and grading by J.C. White was $75. 
 Piety Hill patrons then looked at their one-room school.  It wasn’t the latest clapboard 
design, and the grounds were cramped.  Mrs. Heikes, who lived in the southeast area, offered to 
donate Block 3, Squires Addition, 2 ½ acres, for a school in that area—no strings attached.  Mr. 
S.H. Westover called attention to the McKay block property.  The Board bought Block 8, Fourth 
Street Boulevard Addition for Piety School from C.W. Van Epps of Los Angeles for $350. 
 In July, 1908, the grounds were cleared.  W.E. Yelverton was awarded the bid at $2,884 
and the building with practically the same floor plan as Roosevelt was ready for occupancy in 
late September.  S.H. Westover, proud of the new school, donated a flag pole. 
 Flag-raising exercises were held October 2, 1908, at what is now McKinley School.  Fred 
Stocking, Fred Schomber, C.W. Bryan and Superintendent Kreager each had a few words to say.  
Mr. Weston, teachers and pupils were involved in the program which started about 9 a.m. and 
was over by 10.  The Board with contractor Yelverton then inspected the outhouses and 
Yelverton was commended for carrying out contract details. 
 Extras asked by the Board amounted to $160.  The outhouses cost $305 and sidewalks 
$114.60.  R.H. Neuffer was paid $12 for clocks. 
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McKinley Erected 
        Telephone Monopoly 

 
 A bicycle shed was built at McKinley.  The District bought material for fencing 
and patrons put up a fence.  The school needed an organ.  A.T. Rabeck sold one to the 
District, school patrons raising half the money. 
 Superintendent Kreager was paid $60 for supervision of McKinley construction.  
The money was donated to purchase books for the teacher’s library. 
 In January, 1909, snow shovels were rushed to McKinley and Roosevelt to avert 
serious damage from heavy snows, freezing and melting.  George Russell, J.W. Palmer 
and B.F. Caldwell were those who tossed the frozen accumulation from school roofs 
enduring cold and discomfort to rescue the schools from the ravages of the elements.  
 The county teacher’s institute met in the show-place of the School District—the 
high school—in the spring of 1909. 
 Bids were awarded for furnishing wood to the various schools in February.  
August Rixe and Herman Hassler supplied 100 cords to the high school at $3.20 a cord.  
Herman Troy, David Mitchell, James Cheadle and M.J. Weatherbie supplied more than 
100 cords to other schools. 
 “In the matter of telephone service at McKinley School, one motion ordered that 
School District No.1 purchase of G.W. Walmoth, one share of stock of Eastside 
Telephone Company for $10.00 and that phone service be installed at a monthly rental of 
50 cents per month.  The share certificate to be properly made out and transferred ton the 
books of the company to School District No. 1.”  McKinley School was quite a hike and 
Board Minutes in 1909 reflected the Board’s recognition of the need to maintain contact. 
 On motion, it was also ordered that telephone service be installed at Lincoln 
School.  A month later the matter of telephone service for McKinley was taken up with 
Pacific Tel and Tel Co., “It having come to the knowledge of the school board, that no 
agreement with Eastside Telephone Company contemplating phone service at McKinley 
would be recognized by Pacific Co.” (Pacific officials didn’t want an upstart company 
edging in on their monopoly.) 
 The School District then entered into a contract with Pacific Tel and Tel for 
mainline telephone services at McKinley, Roosevelt, Washington, Lincoln and Garfield 
at a uniform rate of $3 per month for each building. 
 The share of stock purchased from Eastside was transferred to Jacob Berwert for 
$10. (This seems to be the only occasion the District dabbled in stock, the transaction was 
completed and without profit or loss.) 
 There was increased community demand for use of the new high school.  The 
Board adopted policy requiring that scheduling of events be done by the Clerk of the 
Board.  The Woman’s Club was one of the organizations that met in the high school. 
 Board minutes reflect a concern for young people:  Concern for medical care of 
students led to the engaging of Dr. Bridgeford to check on the “medical health of Pupils.” 
Concerned that some students were not getting enough sleep, 



 
       Roosevelt Enlarged 
       Beach Elected 1909 

 
The Board asked for strict enforcement of the curfew ordinance.  Concern for students’ 
safety prompted the Board to ask that a plank walk be constructed across the bottom 
lands to Lincoln.  The high school girls requested permission to use the third floor for 
gym.  Teachers were granted one day of sick or vacation leave each month, the substitute 
to be paid $3 a day.  The visitation leave enabled the teacher to see how fellow teachers’ 
methods could be used to present material. 
 C.E. Beach of Bremerton was elected Superintendent of Schools for a two-year 
period at $1,800 a year in 1909. 
 Roosevelt School was no sooner “completed” before it became overcrowded, and 
a two-room addition was built by Gerhard Faber for $3,338.  Howard Gray was employed 
as supervisory architect.  Victor W. Meyer received $285 for heating installation. He was 
paid one-half when the work was completed but agreed to wait one year for the balance 
to be paid without interest.  The addition was ready by September, 1909. 
 Parents of Roosevelt School students wanted an organ.  (McKinley had one.) 
School people knew where one could be purchased for $40 and the Board voted to pay 
half the cost. 
 A business course was reintroduced in the high school under the direction of E.R. 
Thomas.  The teacher supplied eight typewriters and four tables for the courses and 
rented each typewriter to the District for a ten-dollar-a-month fee. 
 Following a state law enacte4d in 1909, the Board prepared an “Estimate of 
Receipts and General Expenses” or a formal budget.  Fred Stocking, who doubled as 
board member and Clerk, estimated projected expenditures for each school, in addition to 
the general administrative expense such as election costs, postage, cartage, census costs, 
salary of the Clerk and Superintendent.  This also included interest and payment on 
warrant indebtedness. (The School District budget in the 1970’s, with the exception of 
federal programs, the Education-For-All appropriations, fringe benefits for employees, 
cafeteria and transportation expenses, resembled budgets of 1909.  Fred Stocking, 
however, didn’t have computer service.) 
 The District valuation was $2, 714,330.  The State paid on the basis of $10 per 
school child.  The County paid on the same basis.   There were 1,704 students enrolled on 
October 1.  Miscellaneous receipts were $1,000. A five mill levy raised $13, 706.65.  The 
final budget was adopted October 4. 
 Under miscellaneous receipts, a stove at Garfield was sold to the Baptist Church 
for $7.  Under Expense Items was $15 for five Halloween watchmen at $3 each; three 
subscriptions to the School Board Journal; and three copies of Bruce’s School Board 
Manual. 
 Superintendent Beach called a meeting of all school janitors to discuss duties and 
methods of cleaning.  He dismissed four high school students for failure to study.  He 
demoted four high school students who were behind in their studies and directed them to 
report to Lincoln School or quit.  He relieved one janitor of his duties. 
 



 
       Sick Leave Provided 

 
 There was illness during the winter of 1909 among the staff.  The Board adopted a 
policy which provided that if a teacher were ill for one day, full pay would be allowed.  If 
teachers were absent because of illness for eight days, four full days of pay would be 
allowed.  The Board in 1910 adopted a new sick leave policy: Each teacher shall be 
allowed not to exceed fifteen days sick leave or other necessary absence, in any one 
school year, at half-pay.” 
 Teachers of music, drawing, domestic science and manual training were termed 
supervisors in 1909-1910. They taught in the high school and did limited work in the 
seventh and eighth grades.  Supervisors were Mary Van Brunt, Bertha Maynadier, 
Theresa Woodruff and her assistant Iza Baker and W.F. Barnes. 
 D. A. Strayer was high school principal with H.R. Mclelland, E.R. Loomis, Frieda 
Iffland, Margaret Bigelow, Ruth Knox and Florence E. Dudley, instructors. 
 Daniel Setchfield (Have you ever been to Setchfield Lake?)  was Washington 
principal and seventh-grade teacher.  Other teachers were Maude Chamberlin, Clara 
McPherson, Nellie Finch, Elizabeth Mattheson, Florence B. Haycox, Warrena Elva 
Thayer, Evangeline Roche and Helen Miller. 
 Fred Brown was principal at Lincoln.  He taught seventh and eighth grade along 
with Frances Sylvester and Martha Grant.  Other teachers were Edith McKenzie, Bertha 
Mauermann, Amelia Dittman, Nancy Horrocks, Elizabeth Pollack and Janet S. Moore. 
 The principal at Garfield was C>M>S> Lyon with teachers Marnie Flanning, 
Edith Reed and Olive McQueen making things happen in education. 
 Six grades were taught at Roosevelt. H.J. Thorpe was principal with Bessie 
Pickman and Charlotte Williams as instructors. 
 Lucy Crocker was principal at McKinley and Clara M. Collins was second 
teacher.  The girls taught six grades with upper grades to Washington. 
 A school nurse, Christine Keyes, was employed for four months.  School was nine 
months but teachers received nine and one-half months pay.  One week’s vacation was 
scheduled in March—spring vacation—one week was allowed at Christmas. 
 The Textbook Commission, an active committee in the system was named by the 
board:  C.E. Beach, chairman, with members B.R.McClelland, Janet Moore, Fred W. 
Stocking and C.W. Stentz, a recent addition to the board. 
 Judges for the Spring Board election were J.H. McHays, W.D. Manier, and Ed A. 
Henderson, Clerk.  There were 191 votes cast, of which E.C. Townsend received 191.  
He was elected for a three-year term, joining Fred W. Stocking and C.V. Stentz, who was 
named chairman.  C.E. Beach was elected to a two-year term as superintendent. 
 Mr. W. Heermans, representing Olympia Water Works, told the Board there was a 
serious waste of water in the schools.   The Board compared Olympia with other schools 
of like size in other communities and found the local schools were using much more 
water.  The clerk then secured estimates for installing more efficient toilets, water 
fountains and faucets. 



 
       High School Crowded 

 
 Architect Heath renovated water closets and installed urinals and new drinking 
fountains in Washington and Lincoln.  Washington had been using three times the 
volume permitted to qualify for the $10 minimum rate.  Lincoln went to the minimum the 
first month after plumbing changes.  This was conservation of water and money in 1910-
1911. 
 The bid of Boulevard Grange No. 312 of $250 for purchase of the Piety 
Schoolhouse was accepted by the Board provided the Grange also bought the two 
adjoining lots for $50.  Mr. Haycox and Mr. Snow of the Grange accepted the terms.  
Piety School was no more. 
 An addition to McKinley was decided upon in 1910 by the Board and referred to 
the people for a vote.  Five votes were cast at the election.  There were no negative votes.  
A two-room addition was ordered with Lilly and Allen being given the contract for 
$3,750.  Fred Stocking was re-elected Board member for three years in March, 1911. 
 Domestic science was now being taught at Washington and manual training at 
Garfield, Roosevelt, and Washington.  Lincoln had been instructing grade eight.  The 
domestic science supervisor in Washington School, Miss Crocker, received $5 per month 
additional for work in the lunch room. 
 There was discussion of the need for a portable classroom at the high school to 
relieve congestion.  Some Washington students were now housed in the school attic and a 
fire escape was installed by P.J. O’Brien. 
 It may seem that wages were low but in May, 1910,  
Clara and Edith McKenzie left a month before school was out for a tour of Europe.  They 
returned about three months later. 
 The Board signed Commercial Department Certificates for Zola Grhelke, Ruby 
Lehnherrs, Gladys Rose Clark, Bess Lee VanEaton, Lois Brewer, Cora B. Whiteman and 
Hazel Loomis.  There were forty high-school graduates receiving diplomas.   All 
expenses of graduation were borne by the District, including rental of the Opera House. 
 The $59,000 bond issue of 1890 was due in 1910.  There was $19,000 in the 
sinking fund.  The District bonded itself for $40,000 in bonds at 5 percent which were 
sold to the State.  It was then possible to pay off the $59,000 issue to Rollins Investment 
Company.  (This might be called going into debt to get out of debt.) 
 The issue of providing textbooks to all elementary students had been mulled over 
by the Board from time to time.  It wasn’t until 1910 that a questionnaire was circulated 
to parents asking if they would contribute their children’s books to the schools if the 
District would supply texts to all students in the future.  The result was a resounding 
“yea”. It cost the District about $1,500 to start the operation that first year. 
 Bills paid included those from G.H. Uhler, McNeill Schlosser and Company, A.P. 
Zumwalt’s Palace Market, Reder and Lewis, D.J. Bigelow and Robert Music House. 
 

    
 
    

 
 
 
 



Local Enterprises Listed 
      State Buys Bonds-1911 

 
Superintendent Beach and High School Principal N.J. Aiken added chemistry to 

the curriculum.  The two were authorized to secure a football coach at a salary not to 
exceed $5 a month for the season.  George Case was elected football coach.  The salary 
of principals was raised and they were notified they would be expected to have 
telephones in their residences during the coming year.  As an award of merit, the salary of 
Miss Clara M. Collins was raised $5 a month for the ensuing year. 

In November, 1910, about the time the thoughts of Christmas began to filter 
through the rain, the Board passed a resolution forbidding the giving of Christmas 
presents by pupils to teachers or by teachers to pupils.  The Board ordered that there were 
to be no burning candles on Christmas trees.  The high school students wanted two weeks 
Christmas vacation; (the Board had set one week, months before). The directors 
reconsidered and added two days. 

In 1911, the Board, upon recommendation of the County Treasurer, cancelled all 
warrants outstanding more than six years.  This was a great help as it decreased by more 
than $600 the total for “bills outstanding.” 

Business stationery of the Olympia School District, with a picture of the high 
school, also had printing on the reverse side which gave a veritable Chamber of 
Commerce summation of the community: Olympia had a population of 7000 and 10,000 
more in the suburbs; the first postal savings bank in Washington; fourteen lakes within 14 
miles; Priest Point Park of 257 acres; and “schools of unusually high efficiency.” 

A partial list of industries included: seven saw, lumber and shingle mills; two 
foundries; two machine shops; two launch and boat builders; three oyster and packing 
plants; a knitting mill, a flavoring extract factory; a ground shell factory; a cigar factory; 
a soda water works; a truck, wheelbarrow and stepladder factory; oyster beds; farms; 
dairies; etc. 

Community needs were listed as:  a pickle factory, fruit and vegetable cannery, 
cider and vinegar works, broom factory, paper mill, boot and shoe factory, brick yards, 
glass factory and other opportunities too numerous to mention. 

Among the business enterprises listed were : Stover Transfer, 419 Main; Palace 
Meat Market, 4th and Washington; Olympia Oyster Company, 431 W. Fourth;  Olympia 
Garage, Fifth and Columbia; E.C. Tew Livery Stable, 419 Columbia; Talcott Bros.; 
Parrott and Harter Machine Shop; Mrs. Emma McNair Millinery, 420 Washington.  Hotel 
names were:  Carleton, Knox, Bayview, White House and Olympia. 

The Board in 1911 expressed deep concern over warrant indebtedness of the 
District and the banks’ refusal to accept at par the warrants issued.  It was decided that 
the debt should be funded.  Voters were asked to authorize $78,000 in bonds to 
accomplish this and also to pay for building needs and general school purposes.  By now, 
women were voting. The vote was favorable and the bonds were sold in December to the 
State of Washington at 4 percent interest. 

Garfield school received attention at this time.  John VanEtten put up a flagpole. 
Superintendent Beach and Principal Lyons installed a bell in the renovated tower.  Brush 
was cleared from the playfield area.  Garfield boys and girls played in and around 
stumps, as did Roosevelt and McKinley students.  Roads wended their way around big 
stumps.  Students had to walk in snow, mud or sand.  There was tardiness when lagging 
scholars dallied for a little nature study. 

 



      Electricity for Elementary Schools. 
 
 In September, 1912, Garfield School “got lit.” The Board ordered Olympia Light 
and Power to wire the hallway and one room.  Concern about the cost was voiced, but it 
did not discourage Mrs. C.J. VanEaton, of the Roosevelt Parent and Teachers Club, from 
requesting electric lights for Roosevelt.  They were necessary, she said, so that meetings 
might be held in the school house after dark without the danger from oil lights.  Clerk 
Stocking was instructed to get the lights installed if it could be done for $20.  Roosevelt 
also was given new outside toilets.  It took longer for Lincoln patrons to be heard:  Their 
request to have a room and entry wired was granted in late December.  The new 
McKinley also would have electricity, the Board promised. 
 School rooms were now available for political meetings, if responsible persons 
agreed to pay for any damages and for custodial services. 
 In March, 1912, the School Board election really drew out the voters—944 to be 
exact.  There were 695 votes cast for C.W. Stentz and Socialist Candidate D.W. Guiles 
received 249. 
 At the same election the voters authorized the selling of Block 4, East Park 
Addition, and purchase of Lots 1-9 and 30-38, Block 11, Young’s Addition, from George 
Mottman for $1,250. 
 The poll book for the occasion lists those who cared enough about schools to 
exercise their franchise.  A few names are: J.S. Steele, Fred McCorkle, J.C. Waddle, H.L. 
Parr, Mrs. J. Zamberlin, D. Setchfield, Mrs. Winstanley, M. Stuth, Annie Heermans, H.S. 
Agnew, J.T. Agnew, Marjory Percival, Mrs. C.A. Schneider, F.R. Stover, A. Bettman, 
W.W. Bettman, J.N.Rathbun, G. Stuth, Mrs. G.R. Funk, Mrs. George Talcott, J.A. 
Cheadle, Mrs. C.J. Lord, D.J. Bigelow, J.L. Pierce, Edna Manier, Emma and J.M. 
Overhultz, Julia Waldrip, S.H. Westover, Kate Townsend, Bernice Sapp, Ethel Arleta, 
Lillian Watson,  Mary Coulter, M.E. Esther, Lillian Watson,  Mrs. J.D. Knox, Jay 
Bolster, Queenie Knox, J.F. Overhulse, E.B. Raymond, Dora Raymond, Mrs. P.M. Try 
and J. Dofflemeyer. 
 The plan of paying teachers for twelve calendar months was adopted.  Henrietta 
Heinrich of Mount Vernon and Birdie Kegley were elected as teachers for the 1912-1913 
school year. 
 The McKinley principal A.J. Lewis, asked for a manual training setup at the 
school as too much time was lost going to Lincoln.  He also wanted the janitor to be 
under the direction of the principal and another room fitted out for grade eight. 
  

      



   
McKinley Burns - 1912 

 
McKinley area ladies at the Board meeting supported the principal’s requests.  The Board 
was considering adding a room to McKinley when the entire school was eliminated by a 
fire which burned the building to the ground on August 23, 1912. 
 Superintendent Beach was awakened by the telephone about 1:40 a.m. by news of 
the school fire.  The building was a total loss, but 60 cords of wood were saved.  The total 
of $3,500 in insurance was collected.  A special election was called to authorize 
rebuilding, with Fred Stocking expediting the plan.  Seventy votes were cast and all 
favored rebuilding.  A check of the poll book revealed that 36 women voted in the 
election.  The bid was awarded to White and Wright in September. Frederick Heath, 
Tacoma, was the architect. 
 McKinley students were housed in a church, the Grange Hall (formerly the old 
Piety School) and one class was accommodated at Washington. It was a proud day for all 
on January 10, 1913, when the new building was dedicated.  It had cost $8,000 with 
water tower and architect fee of $300. 
 Enrollment was up in 1913—1,066 in elementary and 250 in high school. There 
had been 54 graduates in 1912.  Classrooms were at a premium.  Superintendent Beach 
moved his office out of the high school to two rooms rented in the Funk Building.  The 
school libraries were “adequate”—barely.  The Board asked the City to budget $1,500 for 
the public library.  District valuation was now nearly $3,000,000. 
 The Board election in March gave E.C. Townsend 444 votes to Ella Allen’s 85.  
He joined Stocking and Stentz on the board. (Ella Allen was the first woman to run for an 
Olympia Board position.) 
 Bonds of $15,000 which had been issued in 1893 were due in 1913. The question 
bothering the Directors was what to use for money.  The District had $5,000 in cash and 
again the Board resorted to refinancing; a special election was held and by a vote of 18-0 
patrons authorized issuance of $10,000 in bonds, which were sold to the State at 5.5% 
interest.  The election was held in “Old City Hall” on Fourth Avenue.  At the time, this 
was the office of the Thurston County Abstract Company. W.D. Winners, Vida Tooley 
and Vera Chambers were judges and clerk of the school election. 
 Directors C.W. Stentz, E.C. Townsend and Fred W. Stocking presented budgets 
acceptable to the people.  The District was increasing in valuation and school population 
while the school buildings were bulging and costs were rising.  The Directors frowned on 
the practice of paying warrant interest.  As a result of the McKinley fire, however, and 
the cost of rebuilding the school, the District spent $1,140 more than was received.  By 
necessity the District was still on a warrant basis. 
 The practical Superintendent E.C. Beach always had a few suggestions for the 
Board.  This year he wanted a four-year course in manual training, improved manual 
training rooms in Garfield and Washington, a “sewer” to Roosevelt and patent toilets.”  
Garfield was also to be connected to the sewer and presumably would also have “patent 
toilets.”  Beach wanted physical training for girls and recommended an instructor be 
hired.  Tinting and burlapping were approved for Washington.  Oil heat was installed by 
Guildes and Schlosser at Washington.  It was a crude oil Simplex unit costing $575. 
 The Board members liked Superintendent Beach’s methods of operation with the 
community.  His salary was raised to $2,400.  They levied an eight and one-half mill 
bond redemption levy. 



 In January, 1914, “The Clerk was instructed to enter into negotiations with the 
owners of a tract bounded by 22nd and 24th Streets and Washington and Franklin Streets 
looking to the purchase of same for athletic grounds and school farm.” 
 “The Clerk was authorized to tender G.W. McNear, the owner of the twenty lots 
within the above boundaries, the sum of $400 per lot.” The purchase proposal did not 
receive the required majority in the subsequent election, however. 
 Fred Stocking was re-elected in March, 1914, to another three-year term on the 
Board.  His opponent received three votes to Stocking’s 341.  W.D. Manier and Mary V. 
Johns were election judges with Henrietta Heinrichs Lindley, former teacher, as Clerk.  
Among those signing the poll book were: J.H. Post, Dr. R.M. Hayes, F.G. Blake, Hugh 
Ross, H.L. Lewis, Walter Chesser, Mrs.A.E. Bigelow, C.R. Talcott,, B.F. Hume, Rev. 
James Edgar, Harold Agnew, Thomas O’Leary, Eva Elwell, H.M. Wallace, A.H. 
Christopher, Rose E. Peters, Edna Foxwell, Dr. H.W. Partlow, Nellie E. Buker, Mattie 
Coons, Rose and William Hepp, Sadie Sapp and E.H. Elder. 
 The election was held in the Odd Fellows Building at 505 Main Street, next to 
Hill’s Drugstore. 
 No sooner had Fred Stocking been re-elected in 1914 than C.W. Stentz resigned.  
He felt he could not do justice to Board duties and job, which required considerable 
travel.  County Superintendent L.A. Kibbe in attendance at the meeting when Stentz 
resigned, recommended A.H. Christopher to succeed him.  At the next election 
Christopher received 366 votes to Ella K. Allen’s 100 for a three-year term. 
 Superintendent Beach was re-elected to a two-year term at $2,400. 
 “A communication from the ward principals was read” at the April, 1914 meeting.  
They wanted more money and knew budget preparation time was at hand. 
 The Board, again shopping for extra classroom space, rented the Lutheran 
Academy, (formerly the Olympia Collegiate Institute) from the Pacific Lutheran 
Seminary for $600 a year.  The building was located at Second and Plum.  The building 
was christened the Central School and four teachers were assigned to it.  After two years 
of attic partitioning at the high school, Garfield and Washington, Central students were 
transferred out and the Second and Plum school was closed. 
 In August, 1913, Mr. Copeland of the State Capitol Commission appeared before 
the Board with a proposition to purchase the site of the high school, furnish a new site 
and move the school to the site selected.  The State desired to add the high school site to 
the Capitol grounds.  The Rinehart and Stevens blocks were both acceptable to the 
Directors. 
 In February, 1916, Governor Lister, Secretary Clark Savidge of the Capitol 
Commission, extended an invitation to the School Board to be present at the February 28 
meeting to consider informally exchange of high school sites as provided in Chapter 191-
Session Laws of 1915.  The group discussed the Milroy, Stevens and Rinehart Block.   
No decision was reached as the Supreme Court hadn’t decided on the validity of capitol 
bonds. 



 
       State Buys High School 

 
The Board members decided they had no alternative but to improve the heating 

plant and the toilet system at the high school.  They instructed Superintendent Beach to 
hire Joseph H. Wohleb, a local architect, “to prepare plans for a better system of 
plumbing, including toilet rooms on the first and second floors.”  He was instructed also 
to investigate the feasibility of installing an oil burner and hot water registers in the 
principal’s office and in the lab rooms in the attic.  It was decided that the chemistry 
room should be enlarged by enclosing more of the attic.  Guiles and Schlosser installed 
the oil burner and radiators. 
 In June, 1917, the School Board and Capitol Commission met in Governor 
Lister’s office.  The Commission would take over the property, if the Board would 
consent to erect a new high school building on Block 88, Sylvester’s Addition to 
Olympia-the Rinehart Block.  The Capitol Commission would pay $25,000 for the 
present building and buy and turn over Block 88 to the School Board.  The Board asked 
for housing on Southeast corner of Block 87. 
 The Chamber of Commerce approved the terms negotiated by the Commission 
and the Board.  The Chamber asked that the new high school building be “adequate to 
needs of School District No. 1 and creditable in every way to the City of Olympia as the 
Capitol of the State.” 
 Mrs. Mary Miller and her attorney conferred in July with the Capitol Commission 
and Board.  Mrs. Miller transferred her reversionary rights to the high school building in 
exchange for same on Block 88 on Capitol Way.  The Board agreed to submit plans to 
one of two architects named by her—George Gove of Tacoma.  Joseph Wohleb was 
engaged to work with the firm of Heath and Gove. 
 The Olympia voters were queried on four questions: 

1. Shall District sell its interest in Block 86 for $25,000? 
2. Shall District erect high school on Block 88 Sylvester Addition—cost, 

$100,000? 
3. Shall District spend $25,000 received to build in part a new high school? 
4. Shall District borrow money and issue bonds, $75,000 at interest not to exceed 

6%? 
 

The election was held in the Martin Building, 113 north Fifth.  William 
Chambers, Cora M.Fry and CF.E. McVey were judges and clerk, selected by voters 
present at opening of the polls.  Voters favored all four propositions by overwhelming 
margins. A new William Winlock Miller High School was in the making. 

The $75,000 bond issue was sold to the State Board of Finance with interest at 
four and three-quarters percent.  The building plans submitted by George Gove and 
Joseph Wohleb were approved December1, 1917. Then, as now, it always seems, bids 
were too high.  The Board accepted, with alterations to bring down the cost to match 
money on hand, the bids of Hendrickson and Company of Seattle, general construction, 
$77, 152; Meachan and Babcock of Seattle, electric, $2,820; A. Gibon of Tacoma, 
plumbing and sewer, $6,121; Buchlight and Hastorf of Portland, heating and ventilation, 
$16,994.  County Attorney Thomas J. O’Leary approved all contracts as to form while 
Joe Wohleb checked for content.  Mills and Cowles of Olympia contracted to supply the 
“finisher hardware” for $2, 512. 

 



     High School Dedication – 1919 
 
The voters approved a three mill levy to add to the Building Fund.  Millard 

Lemon bought the Reed House on Block 88 from the District of $1,025. 
Stocking, re-elected in 1917 to serve with Bill Manier and C.E. Beach, made 

plans for the cornerstone laying for the new William Winlock Miller High School.  The 
quote on the cornerstone was from Lowell: “Slow are the steps of freedom but her feet 
never turn backward.” 

In July, 1918, the first William Winlock Miller High School burned.  The District 
lost equipment and furniture.  It received $6,020 in insurance.  For the fall of 1918, the 
students met in the Baptist, Congregational and Episcopal Churches. 

In early spring of the year, the District distributed seeds for Victory gardens.  
School was closed to weeks in October because of an outbreak of influenza. 

In 1917, the Board enacted the following policy: 
 
The Board will hold open positions of any teacher who may by enlistment or 
conscription join the U.S. Army or Navy except reinstatement could not be made 
during the school year if the position then be held by a teacher under contract. 
 
Two war courses were taught in night school-one in radio and the other in car 

repair.  E.R. Thomas, commercial head, resigned to take war courses at the University of 
Washington. 

Elmer Breckner was elected high school principal in 1918 at a $2,000 salary.  
Miss Mildred Lemon, P.E. Instructor at U. of California, home to be with ailing parents, 
supervised at night school. 

The new high school was dedicated in January, 1919.  It was a gala moving event 
for high school students.  There wasn’t any used furniture to be reused; that had burned.  
The school, books and equipment were all new.  There were even some new students. 

Mrs. Frances H. Walthew was elected to the Board in 1919, joining Fred 
Stocking, and W>W> Manier who had been elected in 1918.  C.E. Beach recommended 
substantial increases in salaries of personnel—about 25%.  Elementary calisthenics (20 
minutes a day) were suggested as were open-air play sheds.  Dr. Steele gave check-ups to 
girls enrolled in physical education.   

The new high school had a $1,200 program clock purchased through Talcotts, 
$1,000 in laboratory supplies, $800 in library books, $1,500 in furniture, and a $1,500 oil 
burner, $1,500 for texts and $2,500 for lockers.  The Board bought eight typewriters and 
tables from the Draft Board. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
      PTA’s Organized 

 
Leland P. Brown, a World War veteran and former Latin teacher, was hired at 

$1,250.  There were 14 men teachers and 37 women teachers in the system and 1,975 
students. 

 The State Bureau of Inspection checked the school records in October, 1915, and 
stated “The same condition of proficiency exists in the accounts and records of this 
school district as noted in the former report.  The minutes were on legal cap in a loose-
leaf folder; all vouchers were entered in the warrant register and so noted on the register.”  
Board members Townsend and Christopher adopted a resolution acknowledging the 
excellent services of Fred Stocking who had put his knowledge of accounting to good 
use. 

Chautauqua’s used to include Olympia in their circuit.  On July 19, 1916, the 
Board met but adjourned immediately to meet on the Chautauqua grounds.  No public 
notice was called for and business could be gone over during intermission. (Pleasure 
could be mixed with business and some of it might be educational.) 

Fred Stocking resigned as Clerk of the Board in 1915.  He had been appointed 
County Treasurer.  (He probably was worried whether his typewriter would hold out if he 
used it on two jobs.)  He was re-elected to the Board in 1917. 

The same year C.E. Beach was re-elected Superintendent for a two-year term.  
Beach and the students were involved in wartime victory gardening.  The Board allocated 
$25 for garden seeds the first year, doubled the amount the next.  Gardening know-how 
was provided. (Hopefully the bugs and worms realized the seriousness of the endeavor 
and stayed away.) 

While Superintendent Beach was coping with wartime problems involving night 
classes, teacher replacements, flu and measles epidemics, Mrs. Beach was doing her 
thing. 

She organized units of the Mothers’ Congress or Parent-Teacher units at each 
school in the District.  She encouraged and started Child Study or Preschool units.  She 
worked with Parent-Teacher leaders in Spokane, Tacoma, and Seattle.  She was elected 
third State PTA President in 1914.   

With others, she organized the Thurston County Parent-Teacher organizations.  
Among early area leaders were Mrs. Charles Hord, Mrs. George Funk, Mrs. Will 
Chambers, Mrs. William Lillian, Mrs. C.A. Rose, Mrs. Elmer Tew, Mrs. L.F. Peck, and 
Mrs. Will Duncan.  With Mrs. J.C. Todd of Tacoma as editor and Goldie Robertson Funk 
as Business Manager, Mrs. Beach started the Parent-Teacher Bulletin when she became 
state president. 

Mrs. Beach died on January 15, 1917.  The board resolution mourning her death 
is recorded in the minutes.  She had brought parents as an organized group into the school 
picture. 

Washington and Lincoln PTAs in 1915 had asked for improvements on their 
school grounds which were quagmires.  The Board voted to allocate $5 for sand for each 
school—provided each PTA would put in $10. 

The Roosevelt PTA petitioned the Board in 1918 for a gas or electric range for 
lunch purposes.  They requested and received additional electric light drops and two hot 
plates. 



A piano was needed at Central.  The PTA paid $75 and the District paid $75. 
(Good things happened faster with the PTA’s influence.) Washington needed a piano and 
the PTA raised $90 to help pay the cost. 

Mrs. Clint Knox and Mrs. J. Murphy recommended improvement of Garfield’s 
grounds.  The Board did it in 1920, with PTA and District funds. 

Mrs. Bergstrom, Mrs. F.L. Satterlee and Mrs. John Gifford of City Council PTA 
requested that kindergartens be established in Olympia.  The Board hired their first 
kindergarten teacher in 1920. 

Mrs. C.A. Rose, Mrs. P.M. Troy, Mrs. Will Chambers and Mrs. Chase, members 
of the High School PTA, asked that high school dances be held in the new high school, 
rather than the Women’s Club.  The Board decided to submit the question to a vote of the 
parents. 

The next Board meeting “a large representation was present to protest the 
proposed action.”  Oral protests were made by Mrs. H.M. Wallace, W.E. Haycox, Mrs. 
J.C. Van Eaton and Reverend Buckert.  Cautiously, the Board said it would hear pros and 
cons in the auditorium of the High School at the next meeting. 

Bill Manier presided at that emption-packed meeting.  Patrons weren’t concerned 
with basketball players capering on a waxed floor, but whether the school, by sponsoring 
dances was, encouraging an erosion of morals. 

Mrs. Will Chambers of the PTA read a copy of the referendum submitted to the 
people.  George Mills asked for the result.  He was told that 105 families favored dancing 
at the school and 27 were against.  Manier said the vote was advisory only.  A discussion 
ensued, those in opposition being Reverend Brickert, Mr. Haycox, Reverend Baker, Mrs. 
Hepp, D.E. Werts, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Honey, Mrs. Cunningham, Mrs. Martha Selvidge, 
Grant Hinkle, Walter Gunstone, Frank Imlay, Mrs. John McClelland and “four others 
whose names were not known to the Board.” 

For the proposition were: Mrs. Chambers, C.J. Lord, Mrs. P.M. Troy, Mrs. 
Lindsey, A. Mosher, and Frank Owings.  “A.H. Christopher spoke both for and against 
the proposition. 

The next meeting a resolution was passed “starting the high school gym could be 
used for social affairs, “ which were to be under the direction of the superintendent and 
high school principal.  Later “social affairs” were held in the lovely Jade Room of the 
Hotel Olympian. 

Superintendent Beach, active in state and national education circles, resigned in 
January, 1920, to accept a job with a textbook publishing company, Elmer Breckner was 
elevated to the superintendency and Leland P. Brown, high school journalism teacher 
who also coached, was elected high school principal. 

 
  



    Attendance Up at High School 
     Crosby Claim Purchased 

 
Caught in an inflation spiral, the Board asked for a special five mill levy to raise 

salaries 10 percent and to pay for heating equipment repairs. The levy passed. 
Fred Stocking, dependable and astute business man, was not a candidate for re-

election in 1920.  He was succeeded by Dr. Kenneth L. Partlow, who received 1,206 
votes to Fred Hudson’s 422.  Partlow was elected chairman and Manier secretary. 

Mrs. C.W. Otis started a cafeteria operation in the high school in 1919.  She 
supplied and sold the food. 

In 1920, those employed on a year round basis—janitors and the secretary to the 
superintendent—were given two weeks vacation with pay. 

High School attendance increased 25 percent with the advent of the new building.  
There were 19 high school teachers and two eighth-grade teachers in the complex.  The 
2,377 students in all schools were being taught by about 53 teachers, which meant an 
average of about 45 students per teacher. 

In February, the Board by resolution, called attention to the school’s overcrowded 
condition.  Built in the 1890’s, they were deficient in lighting, heating, sanitation and 
ventilation by 1920 standards.  The Board asked voters to approve bond issues of $23,000 
for sites, $115,000 for an elementary school building to replace Lincoln and a 
gymnasium for the new building, $20,000 for an addition to Roosevelt and the purchase 
of land in the Crosby Donation Land Claim and Crosby Addition and Lots 6, 9 and 10 to 
be used with other lots, as a new school site.  All items were approved with the exception 
of the gymnasium proposal. 

The land in the original Lincoln-Stevens Field complex has an interesting history.  
The Crosby Donation Claim of 640 acres was filed in 1865 by Clanrich and Phebe N. 
Crosby.  It was measured off in chains and links.  Elwood Evans notarized the inventory 
of Phebe Crosby’s estate.  Sam W. Percival was the Crosby’s attorney.  The area was 
platted in 1882 when the property was purchased by Will Drewry, Thomas and Virginia 
Prosch, Michael and Gus Harris and John and George McNear.  The McNears, successful 
in business in Olympia, later moved to California. 

Ellen T. McCabe willed proceeds from her estate to relatives in Ireland.  The firm 
of Troy and Sturdevant, were attorneys for the estate settlement.  

The Olympia Highlands claim of 320 acres was filed by Enoch and Anna Lois 
Wilson.  In 1872, for consideration of “Love and Affection: Thornton McElroy, early 
editor, deeded land in the area to his “beloved wife Sarah.”  Hazzard A. Stevens of 
Massachusetts, grandson of Isaac H. Stevens, had the Highlands platted. 

The Directors had been eager to purchase the Crosby Donation Claim, Crosby 
Addition and adjoining lands earlier, but the measure submitted to the voters lost.  
Probably in order to keep land values from soaring, George C. Mills, as a trustee, 
purchased the land.  He deeded the land to the District on May 27, 1921, for a 
consideration of more than $6,000. 

 
 



     
Crosby Claim Sold to District 

 
The deed states, “It is one of the considerations for the transfer of the above 

described property that the public shall have in perpetuity the right at any and all times to 
use the property herein conveyed for athletic purposes when such use does not conflict 
with the use of the same by the grantee, its successors and assigns.” 

The addendum was signed by G.W. Draham, G.C. Winstanley, J.J. Brenner, L.P. 
Faulkner, Charles McCleary, Peter G. Schmidt, C.H. Springer, G.K. Klumb, Adolphs D. 
Schmidt and Jesse T. Mills. 

Toilet facilities were installed at Stevens.  Water was piped.  Bleachers were built.  
An agriculture fair was one of the first events held there. 

 
In 1922, the Board adopted a policy proposed by the high school faculty: 
“Any student who does not pass in three subjects in addition to required work in 

gymnasium will be placed on probation at the beginning of the following semester, with 
notice to parent or guardian.  Failure to pass in three subjects during probation semester 
shall cause him to be dropped at any regular report time provided parent or guardian has 
been duly warned.  Time of dropping is optional with principal.  Students coming under 
this ruling may, if deemed advisable by principal and parents, be given a special mental 
and physical exam as an aid in determining the disposition of their individual case.  
Exceptions to the above are part-time students or those having illness.” 

 
Early in the next semester Attorney Harry L. Parr and parents of six students who 

had been dropped appeared at a Board meeting to protest the ruling.  The Board agreed to 
the proposal of attorney Parr to send to the University of Washington for an expert to 
give tests to students to find reasons for failures and means of coping with student’s 
problems. 

In February, 1925, Principal Brown reported that 144 students had been placed on 
probation in the three years and only 10 had failed to make good the second semester.  
Forty students dropped in the probationary semester.  The report concluded that 
scholastic standards had been raised.  The faculty recommended continuing the policy, 
which apparently had a stimulating effect on more students than those for whom it was 
intended. 

The $115,000 in bonds for building Lincoln was sold to the State while Wohleb 
was preparing plans and specifications.  The Board accepted bids totaling $115,607, the 
work on the new school progressed rapidly. 

In early 1922, the empty old Lincoln School was sold to Dawley Brothers for $25.  
The people also voted to sell Block 7, Pattisons Addition, on which the school stood.  Lee 
Dawley bid $2,200 for the block and title was transferred to him.  The Board bought on 
credit but their sales were for cash. 

Mrs. Walthew was re-elected to the Board over William Duncan—587-565.  Bill 
Manier was elected Board President and Dr. Partlow, Colerk.  A five mill levy was 
passed. 



 
     Roosevelt Annex Built 

 
As soon as Joseph Wohleb had plans completed for Lincoln, which some thought 

was to be located too far from town, he was busy on architectural plans for the Roosevelt 
Annex.  J.A. Pettifer was general contractor for the building, which initially cost $29,559. 
The building was accepted in 1923. 

A $135,000 bond issue proposal for a new Washington School and $35,000 
measure for property acquisition in the Henry Talcott and Wiman Subdivisions were 
passed in 1923. The pioneer Talcott home was in this area.  The bonds were sold to the 
State. 

Lands in the subdivision were purchased from Talcott Bros., Grace and William 
Ogle, A.H. Christopher, G. DeVries, C.H. Canfield, W.G. White, Grand Lodge I.O.O.F., 
R.F. Gruhelke, H.W. Johnson, Mr. Anthony, Mrs. Williams, Martha Wilson, L.C. 
Rambo, Mr. Saunders and Joe Patnude.  The houses were sold to the highest bidders. 

J.L. Peters, Olympia realtor, made the appraisals for the District but accepted no 
fee. 

A written contract with a local architect was entered into between the District and 
Joseph A. Wohleb in March, 1924, prior to awarding the contract for Washington School.  
Wohleb received $175 a month for services to the district during 1925.  The contracts 
totaled $115,500.  In 1926, Wohleb was paid $150 a month or $25 less than in 1925.  He 
also received the regular architect’s fee. 

In January, 1925, Mrs. C.B. White was appointed cafeteria manager at the new 
school. 

Over the years insurance coverage seemed to be awarded on the basis of how well 
the insurance agents knew the Board members.  In fact, some early Board members sold 
insurance to the District.  As more agents located in Olympia they also sought slices of 
the business.  The Board asked the Washington Rating and Surveying Bureau to draw up 
a form to be used for fire insurance on all property in School District No.1.  I.W. Elwell 
did the work.  The Board passed the following motion: 

“In view of the work done by I.W. Elwell in reducing our rates and increasing our 
insurance, it is moved that we give him the privilege of our insurance on movable 
equipment such as office desks, textbooks, etc.” 
 

 The Board asked for and received permission to sell Block 49, Swan’s Addition, 
and the Old Washington School, located on the block, and lots 7 and 8 of Blocks 50 and 
32 of Crosby’s Addition.  Block 32 was sold to Harry L. Lindley.  Bissell of Aberdeen 
bought Old Washington and Block 49 for $3,000. George Grimm bought Lot 7, Swan’s 
Addition for $400. 
 Mainier was re-elected in 1924.  Walthew won in 1925, 602-86, over Sidney 
Rankin and was re-elected Board Clerk.  Mainer was President. 
 In 1925, Dr. Partlow called attention to the fact that education costs were 
increasing each year and he believed an accounting would be demanded of all school 
districts in the near future.  He suggested the school district ask Horatio Flagg to meet 
with the Board for the purpose of establishing a budget system for ascertaining the cost 
per pupil in every department. 


