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You deserve the best real estate experience. I’m here to provide it.

2005 DEEP CANYON, LHH
List price: $1,698,000

Sold price: $1,800,000Sold price: $1,800,000
Multiple Offers
Sold in 18 days

JUST SOLD BY JAN 
Have you been thinking of selling your home? Call me 562.522.9620

927 E. AVOCADO CREST, LHH
List price: $2,400,000

Sold price: $2,450,000Sold price: $2,450,000
Multiple Offers
Sold in 6 days

SOLD FOR $102K OVER LIST 2ND HIGHEST SALE IN LHH, 2021



We held our last Music in The Park concert on August 11, and 
it was a very special one that LHHIA and our featured band, 
The Answer, dedicated to the memory of Claire Spothelfer. 

Along with her husband Paul, Claire founded Music in The Park in 
1989 (see photos on page 6). She passed away in February 2020, and 
we had intended to hold a tribute to her at Music in The Park last 
summer, but the pandemic forced cancellation of all our concerts. It 
was good to see so many people turn out to pay their respects to a 
very special lady.

Because COVID-19 is still with us, we were concerned about 
holding even a limited number of concerts this summer, but I was 
very proud of how smoothly everything went and how understanding 
and cooperative everyone was. We had a fine turnout for all four 
concerts, and all the bands were great!

We offer sincere gratitude to our loyal Music in The Park premium 
sponsors: the Ray Fernandez Team Real Estate Consultants, Matrix 
Oil and Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn. We also thank 
our Friends of Music in The Park for their generous support.

Special appreciation goes to LHHIA Director Monica Gunns for 
selecting the bands, handling all the arrangements and managing each 
concert. She did an outstanding job with very little notice.

On behalf of our Board, I also thank all the volunteers who lent 
a hand, especially members of the La Habra High School Golf Team 
who did such a terrific job of helping us with set-up and take-down 
each week.

We hope to return to our regular Music in The Park schedule with 
more concerts next summer.

Annual General Meeting will be held September 1
As we mentioned in the last Heights Life issue, LHHIA will hold its 

annual General Meeting of the Membership and Election of the Board 
of Directors and officers on Wednesday, September 1, 2021, at La 
Habra Heights City Hall at 7 p.m. All LHHIA members are invited.

                                                                    —Pam McVicar
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Changes to our LHHIA Board
We are excited to welcome a new Director, Susan Brooks, to our 

Board! Sadly, we are saying farewell to another Director, Michelle 
Saldivar. Michelle joined the Board in 2004, and the following year, 
she became the chairperson for our annual Halloween Haunt. “It’s 
been a long time doing both—but I’ve really enjoyed both,” Michelle 
said. During her 17 years of service to our community and LHHIA, 
she has worked tirelessly on so many different projects. As our 
longest-serving Director, Michelle was a great resource for LHHIA, 
including serving as President in 2014-15 and Vice President multiple 
times. We are grateful for her numerous contributions, and we wish 
her every success in the future.    

Please join LHHIA or renew your membership
We thank all of you who have recently joined LHHIA or renewed 

your membership. If you have not yet done so, we invite you to join 
as well. LHHIA is a volunteer, independent 501(c)(3) charitable 
organization, and all dues and donations are tax-deductible. LHHIA 
is not part of the City of La Habra Heights and receives no city 
funding. Please support our unique rural community by becoming a 
member. 

In addition to Music in The Park, we rely solely on the support 
of our members and sponsors to help pay for Heights Life magazine, 
the Easter Egg Hunt, the Halloween Haunt, Morning With Santa, the 
annual Photo Contest, Welcome Wagon sponsorship and funding 
a variety of improvements at The Park and in our community. For 
details about membership levels, please see “Become a Member” on 
page 20 of this Heights Life.

We sincerely thank our 
sponsors and volunteers 
and all of you who came 

out to enjoy Music in 
The Park again after 

so many months 
without our normal 
LHHIA community 

events and activities. 
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MAY  R’S CORNER

If you listen to or watch La Habra Heights City Council meetings, 
you’ve witnessed how we make decisions. I thought I would take 
this opportunity to explain how we made a recent decision that 

involved considerably more discussion than usually occurs at a 
council meeting.

At a special July meeting, the council decided to establish a 
Heli-Hydrant fire-suppression system for our community, because the 
state of California has designated La Habra Heights as a Very High 
Fire Hazard Severity Zone (VHFHSZ). This system consists of a large 
dip-tank from which snorkeling helicopters can draw water to drop 
on wildfires (see the diagram below). Although there was discussion 
about an alternative system, in the end the council decided that the 
patented Heli-Hydrant was the best option for our city.

For me, the journey to the adoption was a fascinating experience, 
and I’d like to share it with you. Six months ago, we established an ad 
hoc council committee, consisting of the mayor and mayor pro tem, 
to look at the feasibility and benefits of installing a Heli-Hydrant.

The first committee meeting was with a longtime leader of the 
Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority, since Los Angeles County 
Fire Department Air Resources had determined that the best location 
for the system would be on Habitat property. However, it soon became 

New Heli-Hydrant™ system 
will help us defend against wildfires

evident that the Habitat leader was not interested in allowing that 
property to be used for the Heli-Hydrant.

At that point, the committee decided to involve the city attorney 
and also called upon our city manager and assistant city manager 
to provide their insights and to help keep a large and accumulating 
amount of information up to date and accurate. Before long, other city 
staff members were also spending considerable time on moving the 
project along.

Since the Heli-Hydrant is a newly invented system, the committee 
asked members of the La Habra Heights Fire Department for their 
evaluations and advice, and during the months that followed, their 
input and technical expertise proved extremely valuable since the 
workings of the system and its water requirements needed to be 
explained to various key people along the way. The department was 
a particularly valuable presence at subsequent meetings with the 
Habitat Authority.

As ongoing deliberations slowed because of complex laws regarding 
conservation, ecology and biology, the committee asked Los Angeles 
County Supervisor Janice Hahn and her staff to enter the discussion. 
Their involvement proved to be very helpful in overcoming several 
Habitat Authority objections.

Since the Heli-Hydrant would be fed by water from La Habra 
Heights, it was necessary to get the La Habra Heights County 
Water Board involved, and they were most helpful in determining 
requirements and methods for accessing water to fill and refill the 
Heli-Hydrant tank.

In the end, with agreements reached and all necessary components 
in place, the council voted to purchase and install the Heli-Hydrant. 
The intention is to have it in place for the most crucial part of the fire 
season this fall. — Dennis Laherty

Made by Whaling Fire Line Equipment (Canyon Country, California), the patented 
Heli-HyrdrantTM system features remotely activated, helicopter pilot-controlled, 
radio-signaled valves that fill the tank, which is dry when not in use to keep wildlife 
and people safe. Having a Heli-Hydrant nearby enables helicopter firefighters to 
suppress fires sooner and keep fires smaller. (Graphic by Sean Whaling)

A Boeing Chinook CH47 helitanker fills up at a Heli-Hydrant that proved invaluable in 
suppressing the Blue Ridge Fire in Yorba Linda in October 2020. The hovering Chinook 
could siphon up 2,000 gallons in 56 seconds. Yorba Linda recently purchased its second 
Heli-Hydrant. These big helicopters are available to help fight fires in La Habra Heights, 
and having a Heli-Hydrant in our community will make them all the more effective.
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Complete tree 
& landscape 
services

State License

748668

California Arborist provides comprehensive tree and landscape   
 care, including these key services:

  • Tree health assessment & maintenance

  • Tree planting, trimming & removal

  • Irrigation installation & repairs

  • Brush clearance & fire prevention

  • Landscape design & development

  • High-risk & emergency services

  We operate a modern, well-equipped fleet of trucks manned by 
trained, experienced specialists. Call us today at:

562 •698 •3280

Fire danger this year is especially 
high! Call California Arborist for 
tree trimming, brush clearance and 
weed abatement.
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‘This is all for Claire!’‘This is all for Claire!’

The headline above is a quote from Van Mosley of The Answer, the classic rock band 
that has been playing at Music in The Park in La Habra Heights for more than 
three decades. He made the comment before the band’s first number on August 
11 to remind the audience that the concert was dedicated to the memory of Claire 

Spothelfer, founder of Music in The Park, former mayor of La Habra Heights, former 
president of La Habra Heights Improvement Association and a stalwart in our Heights 
community for 38 years before she passed away on February 12, 2020.

Claire and her husband Paul, co-founder of the summer concert series and builder of 
the gazebo at The Park used as a stage for performers, began work on Music in The Park in 
1988 and enlisted the aid of LHHIA. The first band to play at the first concert back in 1989 
was The Answer. Although the couple worked with many other bands while managing the 
concerts over more than two decades, they always gravitated to The Answer, and a special 
friendship developed between the Spothelfers and the band members. “We sure had a 
lot of fun together over the years!” Van Mosley recalled, and Paul Spothelfer echoed that 
sentiment when he and his family addressed the large crowd (see photo at right), including 
the many Heights residents who had gathered to help honor his wife.

LHHIA Director Monica Gunns organized the special tribute and managed the 2021 
Music in The Park concert series under difficult circumstances because of the pandemic.

From left: Jim Searing and Van Mosley, 
co-founders of The Answer in 1964, and 
longtime band member Dave Slater.

Claire and Paul Spothelfer (holding shovels) break ground 
in 1988 for the gazebo that Paul designed and built for 
Music in The Park.

Joined by his family, Paul reminisced about the early days 
of Music in The Park and Claire’s affection for The Answer.

Ray Fernandez, longtime premium sponsor of Music in The 
Park, spoke of his family’s close ties with Claire and Paul 
Spothelfer and then introduced his children to the crowd.
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Change your water . . .Change your water . . .
Change Change 

youryour  
 life life TM

Vida Del Sol Health FoodsVida Del Sol Health Foods
                           613 W La Habra Blvd.
                           La Habra, CA 90631
                      562-315-9444

  Get your free two-week water trial.

Graciela 
& Steven

Graciela & Steven, newly 
engaged La Habra Heights 
residents, will be glad to 
tell you more about the 
significant health benefits of 
proper hydration that you’ll 
experience from switching 
from tap water and bottled 
water to pure, hydrogen-rich 
Kangen Water. In the last year 
alone, they have helped dozens 
of families make this healthful 
life change.

Not all water is created equal! Kangen Water® is delicious, healthful, hydrogen-
rich water created by Enagic’s innovative water technology that has been in 
successful use around the world for more than 40 years.

Invented and made in Japan, Enagic devices filter your tap water and produce 
seven different ionized alkaline and acidic waters through electrolysis. These 
specialized waters can be used for a variety of purposes, including drinking, cooking, 
beauty care and cleaning.

Many common health problems are related to excessive acidity in bodily fluids. 
Drinking alkaline water reduces this acidity and works to restore your body to a 
more balanced, healthful alkaline state. Plain water has a neutral pH of 7.0, whereas 
alkaline Kangen Water has a pH of 8.5 to 9.5. Unlike tap water, Kangen Water has no 
unpleasant odor, has a pleasantly sweet flavor and feels light and more refreshing 
in your mouth. It’s also much better for you than expensive bottled water—and 

better for the planet as well because you won’t 
need to deal with plastic bottles that clutter the 
environment and harm the ecosystem.

When you prepare food and beverages with 
Kangen Water, you’ll be pleased and surprised by 
how much it enhances flavors.

Heights residents Graciela & Steven invite you 
to visit Vida Del Sol Health Foods in La Habra to 
see these state-of-the-art Enagic devices and learn 
all the ways that they can improve your family’s life.

Distributor ID: 7347192
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Wear a mask indoorsWear a mask indoors
in all public placesin all public places

A message from the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health

Highland Riders 
horse show dates

Highland Riders will hold two 
horse shows at The Park on October 
10* and November 7.

Both shows will feature Western 
and English classes for various age 
groups. Prizes will be awarded 
to the first-place winner in every 
class, and ribbons will be awarded 
through fifth place.

Highland Riders will abide 
by all current pandemic-related 
guidelines from the City of La 
Habra Heights and Los Angeles 
County Department of Public 
Health and would appreciate 
cooperation from all show 
participants. 

For more information, please visit 
Highlandriderslhh.com and follow 
Highland Riders on Facebook.

*The August issue of Heights Life reported that the 
date of the first show would be October 14. Please note 
that this date has been changed to October 10.

Severe blood shortage!
Donations needed now!
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The Red Cross is experiencing a 
severe blood shortage, and some 
hospitals are being forced to slow 
the pace of elective surgeries 
until the blood supply stabilizes, 
delaying crucial patient care. 
Please schedule an appointment 
to give blood or platelets as soon 
as possible! Visit
RedCrossBlood.org 
or call toll-free 
1-800-RED CROSS.

Breakfast with
La Habra Heights 
Fire Department

Saturday, September 18
8 a.m. to 10 a.m.

At The Park (1885 Hacienda Road)
Join the City of La 
Habra Heights and 
the LHHFD for a free 
breakfast, firefighter 
drill demonstration 
and an important 
check presentation 
by special guest Senator Bob Archuleta 
(California State Senate, 32nd District). 
Please save the date and be sure to join us!

Senator Bob Archuleta



WILLIAMS
TREE SERVICE
P.O. Box 5557, Whittier, CA 90607-5557

Service since 

1 9 8 6 f r e e  e s t i m a t e s

Topping Removal
General Clean-ups

Firewood
Licensed

Residential

Trimming
Stump Grinding

Palms
Insured

Commercial
(562) 692-8677

wtreedude@aol.com  •  State License #941245 • Bonded

Call Greg Williams Fax: (562) 698-4085

Biodegradable cutlery Biodegradable cutlery 
& straws made from & straws made from 

avocado seeds!avocado seeds!
•• Extra strength and stability
•• Hot and cold high performance
•• Eco-friendly
•• FDA-approved 
•• BPA-free

Nostaligia de Mexico   ••   Phone: 800-674-7745   ••   Website: nostalgiademexico.com
Email: sales@nostalgiademexico.com  ••   For additional information, please visit: Biofase.com

M illions of avocado seeds are discarded as waste each year, and most of them are from Hass avocados, 
which originated right here in La Habra Heights back in 1926. A company called Biofase® has developed 
patented technology that turns those seeds into strong, safe, biodegradable cutlery and straws that can be 

used repeatedly—and won’t pollute our environment like petroleum-based plastics.
Nostalgia de Mexico is a La Habra-based, family-owned distributor for these extraordinary products—which 
we’ll deliver free to La Habra and La Habra Heights. Learn more on our website, and call or email us to place your order: 

Also find us on
Amazon.com



AA History History  of theof the  HeightsHeights  (11th in a series) by Dan Stracner(11th in a series) by Dan Stracner

Avocados ascendantAvocados ascendant
BB enik. Bonita. Chota. Coban. Dorothea.   

 Ganter. Kanola. Kashlan. Lamat.  
Mayapan. Nabal. Panchoy. Pinto. 

Pueblo. Popenoe. Rincon. Sharpless. Tumin.
Those are names of roads and streets in 

La Habra Heights—and they’re also names 
of varieties of avocados that Edwin G. Hart 
(1874-1939) and his associates planted in the 
Heights while he was busy developing his 
new community, beginning in 1919. Avocado 
planting really accelerated when Hart began 
laying numerous pipelines from the first 
water reservoir he built in 1921. Hart created 

avocado orchards, many on terraced hillsides 
like the one shown above, and he also planted 
citrus and nut trees on lower ground. (See 
the March 2021 issue of Heights Life for a 
detailed story about Hart and his vision for La 
Habra Heights as a community of agricultural 
estates featuring avocados as the main crop.)

In addition to the names above, three 
more La Habra Heights road names are 
directly related to avocados: Ahuacate,  
Leucadia and the self-evident Avocado Crest.

Ahuacate is derived from the ancient 
Nahuatl1 word ahuacatl, the first known name 

for the fruit we now call avocado, which is 
native to southern Mexico, Central America 
and the West Indies.

Leucadia Road is named after Leucadia 
Avocado Nurseries in Encinitas and Vista, 
which supplied most of the avocado trees 
Hart initially planted in the Heights. Hart was 
so pleased with the quality of their trees that 
he wrote them a glowing testimonial in 1929 
(see the photo below).

You may have noticed that arguably the 
best-known avocado of all isn’t mentioned 
in our road and street list: Hass, the variety 
that originated on West Road right here in La 
Habra Heights. That’s because when Hart was 
naming roads, the Hass avocado didn’t exist—
it wasn’t “born” until 1926, and it took nearly 
a half-century for it to gain prominence and 
eventually become the best-selling avocado 
cultivar in the world by far. (Heights Life has 
published numerous articles over the years 
about Rudolph (“Rudy”) Hass and his storied 
avocado, most recently in our September 
2018 issue. However, the focus of this current 

Many avocado varieties are always on display at our periodic Avocado Festivals in La Habra Heights, and so are 
posters displaying the 22 Heights street and road names related to avocados, 18 of which are names of actual avocado 
varities planted here by La Habra Heights founder and developer Edwin G. Hart (see page 13). 

Trucks like this were a common sight in the Heights in 
the 1920s as Leucadia Avocado Nurseries delivered load 
after load of different avocado varieties for planting.

La Habra Heights founder Edwin G. Hart first experimented with terraced and irrigated  
                  avocado groves on hillsides of his North Whittier Heights development in 1913.    
                                          Six years later, he applied similar techniques in his new and more  
                                                           ambitious development of “avocado estates” here in LHH. 
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The Popenoe ConnectionThe Popenoe Connection
The Heights road name Popenoe refers 

not only to two different avocado varieties 
(Popenoe A and Popenoe B), but also to a 
father and son who played pivotal roles in the 
development of the avocado industry in the 
United States, especially here in California.

Frederick O. (Fred) Popenoe (1863-1934, 
shown below) and his son Wilson Popenoe 
(1892-1975) were avocado aficionados 

and collaborators with 
Edwin G. Hart, and all 
three were very active in 
the California Ahuacate 
Growers Association, 
founded in 1915 and soon 
renamed ( following spirited 
debate) California Avocado 

Association. Hart was the first president 
and chairman of the board of directors, on 
which both Popenoes served. At the end 
of 1915, the organization had 74 members, 
including growers, agricultural researchers 
and educators who were interested in—and 
often quite passionate about—avocados. (The 
Association became the California Avocado 
Society in 1941.)

Of the 18 roads and streets in La Habra 
Heights named after avocado varieties, fully 
12 of those varieties were discovered and 
introduced into the U.S. by the Popenoes.2

A native of Kansas, Fred Popenoe was an 
avid traveler and explorer. He spent years as 
a young man in Central America searching 
for gold and plants. How much gold he found 
isn’t clear, but he brought back something 
else that turned out to be of great value: 
avocado seeds. Somewhere along the way, 
he contracted tuberculosis, and in 1904, he 
moved his family to California, where the 
climate was said to be good for people with 
that disease.

In 1908, he founded a nursery called West 
India Gardens in Altadena with the intent 
of importing tropical and subtropical fruits, 
including new avocado varieties.

Although his health hindered his ability 
to travel, Fred Popenoe dispatched his older 
son, Paul (1888-1979) and younger son Wilson 
to the Middle East in 1911 as “agricultural 
explorers.” Paul learned Arabic, and the two 
brothers spent months journeying from oasis 
to oasis in Saudi Arabia, Persia (now Iran) 
and Iraq in search of rare date palms. The 
16,000 specimens they brought back became 
ancestors of much of the stock that is still 
growing in California’s Coachella Valley. 
                    ( C o n t i n u e d  o n  pa g e  1 2 )

story is the development of Heights avocado 
acreage during the period before the Hass 
variety became a preferred cultivar. We’ll 
have more to say about the Hass avocado, 
including new material and insights, in a 
future installment of this history.)

A Brief History of AvocadosA Brief History of Avocados
Ancient wild ancestors of avocados have 

been around since the early days of the 
present Cenozoic Era, which started about 
65 million years ago. The fruit was a nice 
snack for megafauna—gomphotheres (extinct 
elephant-like animals, see below), mammoths, 
mastodons, giant ground sloths and other 
huge mammals—that once roamed what is 
now the Americas. Those big beasts would 
swallow the fruit whole, lumber off to distant 
places and relieve themselves, thus dispersing 
large avocado seeds they’d been carrying 
around in their capacious guts.

But once the megafauna died off around 
13,000 years ago, wild avocados didn’t adapt 
and come up with new ways to spread their 
oversized seeds. By rights, they should have 
all gone the way of the extinct animals with 
which they evolved and coexisted—but 
somehow some survived, and botanists aren’t 
altogether sure why. Perhaps jaguars and 
other big cats that devoured large chunks of 
meat developed a taste for the fruit. Maybe 
squirrels and other rodents dragged avocados 
off to a good knawing spot and then left the 
seeds intact—a good thing, since avocados 
seeds contain enough toxic persin to be 
poisonous to some animals.

At any rate, wild avocados stayed around 
long enough for early humans to discover 
and begin to cultivate them in the Tehuacan 
Valley in Mexico around 10,000 years ago. 
Avocado cultivation also occurred in South 
America and Central America, and by around 
500 BCE, domesticated avocados (scientific 
name Persea americana) had become a staple 
food source for many indigenous people in 
those regions.

Wild avocados, now called crillo in 
Mexico, usually have very large seeds with a 
thin layer of edible flesh. As cutivation spread, 
ancient people learned how to propagate 

varieties of the fruit that had smaller seeds 
and thicker flesh—and modern avocado 
growers are still doing the same thing today.

The ‘Alligator Pear’The ‘Alligator Pear’
Sources differ about when avocados were 

first grown in North America. Dr. Henry 
Perrine is generally credited with importing 
avocado seeds and seedlings from Mexico to 
Florida in 1833.

Henry Dalton is said to have planted 
avocados at his Rancho Azusa in California 
in 1841, and about a year later, Dr. Thomas 
J. White added several avocado trees to his 
Los Angeles property.  Judge R.B. Ord planted 
three trees he obtained in Mexico in 1871 on 
his property in Santa Barbara, California. He 
began sharing seedlings with his nurseryman, 
Kinton Stevens, a British immigrant to 
California, and Stevens planted 120 seedlings 
in Montecito in 1895, establishing the first 
sizeable avocado orchard in the state.

In 1894, Charles Ranhofer, chef of 
Delmonico’s Restaurant in New York City 
and publisher of The Epicurean magazine, 
wrote about a fruit called the “alligator pear,” 
an early name for the avocado (a reference 
perhaps to the thick, somewhat reptilian 
skin) that was used on the U.S. East Coast but 
seldom in California, where ahuacate and the 
Spanish aguacate were preferred. By the end 
of 1895, premier restaurants throughout the 
U.S. were seeking out and serving the fruit.

In 1907, the 
exclusive Jonathan 
Club ( founded 
in 1895) in Los 
Angeles added 
Mexican avocados 
to its menu, and 

club member Henry E. Huntington, a railroad 
magnate and art collector, liked the fruit so 
much that he asked the chef to save seeds for 
him. Huntington’s gardener, William Hertrich, 
planted those seeds on Huntington’s San 
Marino estate.

After obtaining still more seeds, Hertrich 
eventually created an orchard of 400 trees 
that effectively launched the California 
avocado industry. Some of Hertrich’s historic 
trees, now well over a century old, are still 
growing at The Huntington Botanical Gardens 
in San Marino under the watchful care of 
expert arborists.

A charter member of the California 
Avocado Association, Hertrich became a 
close colleague of Edwin G. Hart.

Gomphothere, an 
extinct avocado eater.
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While the brothers were away, Fred sent 
an agricultural student named Carl Schmidt 
to Mexico in 1911 to look for avocado 
budwood. From Atlixco—located at an 
elevation of 6,000 feet in the highlands of 
southern Mexico—Schmidt sent back several 
samples that Fred propagated in his Altadena 
avocado orchard.

In 1913, a killing frost ravaged the orchard, 
but one young tree from the Alixco group 
came through in better shape than all the 
others, and Fred named it Fuerte, Spanish 
for “strong.” That tree bore green, smooth-
skinned, good-tasting fruit and became the 
U.S. ancestor for what would be the world’s 
most commercially successful avocado 
variety for the next 60 years.

Edwin G. Hart planted many Fuerte trees 
in the Heights, so you may be wondering 

why he didn’t name a road or street after 
this popular cultivar. One possible reason is 
that in the early 1920s, legal squabbles arose 
about who owned commercial rights to 
that name, since some less-than-scrupulous 
growers had tried to sell lower-quality fruit 
that they falsely called “Fuerte” in an attempt 
to cash in on Popenoe’s sought-after variety. 
In fact, an early goal of the California Avocado 
Association was to put an end to false or 
exaggerated claims by publishing detailed 
assessments of the actual qualities of many 
new, experimental avocado varieties that 
were rapidly coming to market.

Wilson Popenoe’s ContributionWilson Popenoe’s Contribution

When young Wilson Popenoe returned 
from the Middle East, he quickly developed 
a keen interest in avocados, and he was 
soon off to Mexico and Central America on 
his own plant-scouting expeditions in 1912 
as an employee of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), a position he held for 
eight years.

He sent back many samples, including 
numerous new avocado varieties that ended 
up growing throughout California, including 
in La Habra Heights (see footnote 2 for 
relevant names and dates).

Most varieties planted in the Heights 
originated in Guatemala, where Wilson 

Popenoe spent much of his time as a 
professional plant explorer. Some of the most 
successful avocado cultivars were hybrids of 
mixed Guatemalan and Mexican heritage; 
this lineage was true of both the Fuerte and 
the Hass varieties.

Drawing on his extensive personal 
findings and experience, Wilson Popenoe 
wrote a Manual of Tropical and Subtropical 
Fruits, published in 1920; it was the standard 

text on the subject for decades. Two years 
later, he became the youngest president of the 
California Avocado Association at the age of 30.

He went to work for United Fruit Company 
in 1925 and established several experimental 
outposts in Guatemala and Honduras, and he 
founded an agricultural school in Zamorano, 
Honduras.

During his long and eventful career, 
Wilson often worked as a consultant to 
the USDA and to research universities. He 
received honorary doctorates from Pomona 
College in Claremont, California, and the 
University of Florida, as well as numerous 
honors from governments and scientific 
societies around the world.

During the late 1920s and early 1930s, 
Wilson and his wife Dorothy—an English 
archaeologist, botanist and scientific 
illustrator—meticulously restored and 
made their home in a beautiful Spanish 
colonial hacienda in Antigua, Guatemala. 
(In December 1932, Dorothy Popenoe died 
after eating a raw ackee fruit, which evidently 
poisoned her.)

Wilson Popenoe was still living in the 
Antigua hacienda when he died in 1975 at 
the age of 83 just after finishing an updated 
edition of his Manual. “Casa Popenoe” is now 
a museum and popular tourist attraction.

Naming AvocadosNaming Avocados
Avocado varieties are often named 

after places where they were discovered. 
Using some of our Heights road names as 
examples, Wilson Popenoe discovered Chota 
avocados in the Chota Valley in Ecuador and 
Coban avocados near the village of Coban, 
Guatemala.

Fred Popenoe poses with his original Fuerte tree in 
Altadena in 1933, a year before his death at age 71. 
About 95 percent of Fuerte avocados trace their heritage 
to this tree that survived the killing frost of 1913.

Fuerte
avocado      

1917 watercolor 
by A.A. Newton

Wilson Popenoe, age 26, about to 
go on a plant-seeking expedition 
in Mexico in 1918.

Wilson Popenoe in 
1968 at age 76. He 
remained active and 
productive right up 
until his death in 
1975 at age 83.
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FOOTFOOTNOTESNOTES:  1. Nahuatl is the collective name for the various tribes of people native to southern Mexico and Central America. Incidentally, you may have read the much-repeated 
claim that the word ahuacatl means “testicle” in the Nahuatl language, a supposed reference to the shape of the fruit and its reputation as a possible aphrodisiac. However, according 
to expert linguists who study that ancient language, the claim is incorrect, and this risqué aspect of avocado folklore may be more myth than fact. Consequently, some dictionaries and 
agricultural handbooks have removed the “testicle” reference over the last several years. 

2. Here are some facts about avocado varieties after which La Habra Heights street and roads are named: The Benik avocado was introduced into California in 1917 from Antigua, Guatemala, 
by Wilson Popenoe. The Bonita avocado was first grown in Santa Barbara, California, by Horace Pierce in the early 1920s. The Chota avocado was introduced by Wilson Popenoe in 1921 from 
the Chota Valley in Ecuador. The Coban avocado was introduced by Wilson Popenoe from Coban, Guatemala, in 1916. The Dorothea avocado, a Mexican and Guatemalan hybrid, originated 
in Nichols Canyon (now in Hollywood, California) in 1913 on the ranch of Jacob Miller (see more about this variety above). The Ganter avocado originated in 1905 from a Mexican seedling 
planted by A.R. Rideout in Whittier, California, on property later owned by A.M. Ganter. The Kanola and Kashlan varieties were both introduced by Wilson Popenoe in 1916 from Antigua, 
Guatemala. The Mayapan avocado was introduced by Wilson Popenoe in 1917 from Purula, Guatemala. The Nabal and Panchoy varieties were introduced by Wilson Popenoe in 1917 from 
Antigua, Guatemala. The Pinto avocado originated in Puerto Rico around 1920, but documentation about the variety is otherwise scant. Popenoe avocados were first imported from Tela, 
Honduras, in 1929 by Wilson Popenoe; there were two varieties: Popenoe A and Popenoe B. The Pueblo avocado (originally called Puebla after the state in southern Mexico where it was found) 
was discovered by Carl Schmidt near Atlixco, Mexico, and introduced by Fred Popenoe in 1911. The Puebla avocado may have become alternatively and erroneously known as “Pueblo” 
because this Spanish word for “village” is such a familiar term. An early type of Rincon avocado was evidently grown near Rincon Beach in Carpinteria (Santa Barbara County) in the early 
1920s, but the popular dwarf tree of the same name that is best known today was discovered as a chance seedling in Carlsbad, California, by Sam Thompson in 1945. The Sharpless avocado 
originated in 1901 on property owned by B.H. Sharpless in Tustin, California. The Tumin avocado was introduced by Wilson Popenoe in 1917 from Antigua, Guatemala. Other varieties that 
grew in the Heights in those early days include the Fuerte avocado, discovered by Carl Schmidt in Mexico and introduced by Fred Popenoe in 1911 in Altadena, California, and the Lyon 
avocado, which originated in 1908 from seed planted on the property of A.C. Lyon on what is now Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood. Other varieties were also probably grown in the Heights.

Some varieties are named after people. 
For example, Sharpless comes from B.H. 
Sharpless, on whose Tustin, California, 
property a unique avocado seedling was 
developed in 1901.

The Dorothea variety originated in 1913 
as a seedling at the Nichols Canyon ranch of 
Jacob Miller in what later became Hollywood, 
California. Miller planted his first avocado 
tree, of Guatemalan origin, on his property 
in 1880. He was soon experimenting with 
cultivating other varieties, and he became 
known as a local authority on avocado lore. 
In 1913, he named one of his Guatemalan and 
Mexican hybrids “Dorothea,”  which may have 
referred to a member of his family (the record 
isn’t clear)—but there’s another possibility. 
Dorothea Eliza Smith, an accomplished 
Welsh-born artist, painted a famous, detailed 
watercolor of an avocado that she discovered 
around 1850 in an outdoor market in Lima, 
Peru (see below). Published in her 1853 book, 
Fruits of the Lima Market, it may well have 
been the earliest depiction of an avocado 
seen in Europe and the United States. If Jacob 
Miller saw it, which seems very likely, he may 
have named his new avocado after the artist. 
In fact, with its smooth, light-green skin 
and fairly large seed, the Dorothea avocado 
resembles Smith’s historic painting.

The Ganter avocado first grew from a 
Mexican seedling planted in 1905 by A.R. 
Rideout just down the hill from the Heights at 
622 Magnolia Street in Whittier, property that 
was later owned by A.M. Ganter. (Rideout 
later played a role in the development of the 
Hass avocado.)
Edwin G. Hart’s Grand ExperimentEdwin G. Hart’s Grand Experiment

In the early days of the 
20th century, as growers 
began to realize the 
commercial potential of 
avocados, keen competition 
ensued to find or develop 
new and better varieties 
of the fruit. Because of 

his prominence in the California Avocado 
Association and his relationships with 
the Popenoes and other key figures in the 
fledging avocado industry, Edwin G. Hart 
was at the forefront of this competition.

The timing of his La Habra Heights 
development gave Hart a perfect opportunity 
to plant different types of avocados and to 
monitor and report on growth and fruit-
quality results to others in the developing 
industry. La Habra Heights is frequently 
mentioned in discussions of both established 
and new avocado varieties in periodic field 
assessments and annual reports of the 
California Avocado Association after 1919.

Our little community and its “avocado 
estates” (to use Hart’s term) was, in essence, 
Hart’s grand experiment in avocado growing. 
He often contracted with new Heights 
property owners to plant avocados of his 
choosing on their lands and sometimes even 
to care for and monitor those new orchards.

By 1930, La Habra Heights had 1,617 
developed acres, of which 1,292 acres—80 
percent—were avocado groves.  

So what happened to all those thousands 
of avocado trees that once flourished in the 
Heights? That will be covered in a future 
installment in this history series. 

Dorothea 
Smith’s 1850 

painting of an 
avocado.

Edwin G. Hart

Hart (left) and a 
grove worker pose 
with a thriving 
avocado tree in 
La Habra Heights 
in 1928.
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   California Avocado Society).
••  “Avocado Varieties,” California Avocado Commission  
    (californiaavocadogrowers.com).
••  Michelle Huneven, “The Polymath Popenoes,” (Altadena  
    Heritage Newsletter, May 2014).
••  Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, Carnegie  
    Mellon University (huntbotanical.org).
••  Michael LaCour-Little and the La Habra Heights  
    Historical Committee, “Popenoe popularized avocados in  
    the U.S.”, (Heights Life, May 2010).
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    Committee, “Avocado Domination” (Heights Life, July 2009).
••  K. Annabelle Smith, “Why the Avocado Should Have Gone  
    the Way of the Dodo,” (Smithsonian, October 24, 2013).
••  USDA Pomological Watercolor Collection. Rare and  
    Special Collections, National Agricultural Library.
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LL abor Day is sometimes considered the first day of fall, 
  but the official first day of the new season will occur when the  
      autumnal equinox arrives on September 22 at 12:21 p.m. 

PDT. But we won’t need to get out our sweaters and jackets just yet! 
September can be quite hot, windy and dry in Southern California, and 
strong Santa Ana winds can be very destructive. September is often a 
dangerous month for wildland fires, so we all need to be really vigilant 
about brush clearance, trimming back trees and large shrubs and 
keeping our roadways clear in case fire trucks need access.

Fall flowersFall flowers
Plant annual flowers with warm autumnal tones: gold, yellow, 

orange, maroon, rust, orange and even a splash of purple or blue. 
Easy-to-grow flowers to plant at this time of year are asters, bachelor 
buttons, black-eyed Susans, calendulas, celosia, coreopsis, cosmos, 
chrysanthemums, marigolds, petunias, phlox and zinnias—and 
you can still sow seeds of sunflowers. Planting flowers will help 
feed beneficial insects, and planting milkweed will attract monarch 
butterflies (see above) that could really use our help to increase their 
population, which has declined alarmingly in California in recent years.

We may want to hang out in the shade while the weather is still hot, 
so put in some colorful plants to enhance shady areas. Try begonias, 
bromeliads, caladium, coleus, crotons (great fall colors!) and impatiens. 

Fall vegetables & herbsFall vegetables & herbs
We’re still in a prolonged, serious drought, so while the growing 

season is winding down, save water by allowing some of your vegetable 
garden to go fallow—don’t plant anything and let the soil rest. Conserve 
water wherever else you can. 

Harvest corn and other vegetables for that Labor Day barbecue!
How are your pumpkins doing? Keep watering them early in the 

morning, and cover them with shade cloth when the vines appear 
wilted. It’s common for pumpkins and other cucurbits to appear 
wilted in hot weather. Don’t overwater them—they’ll plump back up 
overnight when the temperature cools down. 

Fall vegetables to plant: beets, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, carrots, 
celery, chard, fava beans, green onions (and other onion sets you can 
find in garden centers this time of year), kale, leeks, lettuce (later in the 
month), parsnips, potatoes, radishes, spinach and turnips.

Now’s the time to trim back your herb garden and hang those 
trimmings upside-down in a cool, dry place for later use. Basil may last 
to October. Pinch off flower spikes to keep plants producing foliage, 
and let spikes dry if you want to save seeds for next year.

Sow seeds of borage, chives, cilantro (in partial shade), dill and 
fennel. Keep mint well-watered and in containers to prevent its 
aggressive roots from traveling.
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Garden  Garden  
PlotPlot

By Beverley Lepak
Horticulturist & Landscape Consultant

Bachelor button

Black-eyed Susans Crotons Pumpkins

Monarch butterfly 
feeding on milkweed
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Spring bulbsSpring bulbs
Yes, it’s time to plant most spring bulbs! The nursery should have 

plenty of different kinds in stock this month. Bulbs that can be directly 
planted in the ground now: anemones, daffodils, freesia, ixia, grape 
hyacinths, narcissus, ranunculus, sparaxis, and watsonia. Use a slow-
release bulb fertilizer while planting to promote strong stems and 
blooms. Some other bulbs—including crocus, hyacinths and tulips—
require a chill period of at least six weeks, so keep them refrigerated 
until early spring. 

Tips for fallTips for fall
Check irrigation lines for leaks and adjust your timers. Clean out 

rain gutters and clear drainage areas. Test your outdoor lighting before 
it starts getting too dark—and be sure that you comply with our La 
Habra Heights Dark Skies Policy since daylight saving time will end on 
Sunday, November 7.

Since we’re now in a year-round fire season, remove any dead plants 
and debris that could fuel a fire. Don’t forget to rake up fallen leaves and 
tree bark accumulations on the ground.

Anemones

Sparaxis

Grape hyacinths

Ranunculus

The word “equinox” means “equal night” in Latin and refers to 
the only two times each year when the length of the day and 
the length of the night are almost exactly the same.

The spring equinox (also called the vernal equinox) occurred 
this year on March 20. The autumnal equinox (also known as the 
fall equinox and the September equinox) will take place in La Habra 
Heights on September 22 at 12:21 p.m. This moment will mark the 
end of summer and the beginning of autumn in the Earth’s northern 
hemisphere, the period astronomers call “astronomical autumn.” 
However, in the southern hemisphere, the same equinox will mark 
the end of winter and the beginning of spring.

Seasons are caused by the 23.5-degree tilt of the earth on its 
axis. Because of this tilt, day and night differ in length except on the 
two equinoxes, the only times when the moving edge between day 
and night runs perpendicular to Earth’s equator so that for a brief 
time, the northern and southern hemispheres receive equal light. 
In other words, an equinox happens when the Earth’s axis is tilted 
neither toward nor away from the sun and the sun is directly over the 
equator at noon (see the NOAA satellite image at the right). 

After the autumnal equinox in the northern hemisphere, days will 
become shorter and nights will get longer, culminating in the winter 
solstice, the shortest day of the year, which will occur this year on 
Tuesday, December 21.

The term “autumn” derives from the ancient Etruscan word autu, 
which means “passing of the year.” The ancient Welsh, Celts and 
Druids called the season elfed, and their name for the autumnal 
equinox, a holy day, was Alban Elfed (alban means quarter-year). 
Some Welsh pagans called the equinox Mabon, the name of their god 

of light, the son of their earth mother goddess; his coming signified 
the beginning of the harvest season. The equinox was an occasion 
for rituals and offerings to ensure a bountiful “harvest home,” the 
reaping and storage of the final harvest of the year.

In America and Canada, autumn is often called “fall,” a term 
with origins in Old German, Old Norse and Old English related to 
expressions for “fall of the year” and “fall of the leaf,” the time when 
deciduous trees begin shedding their leaves, when daytime shortens 
and nights become longer and colder as winter approaches. 

Autumnal Equinox

Satellite image of an equinox by the National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration

An ancient pagan holy day
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AM Alpine MeadowsAlpine Meadows
I N S U R A N C E  A G E N C Y
Able to write homes in the Heights

Tanya Grigorian, President
Lic. # 6001518

562-245-7340562-245-7340
alpinemeadowsins@outlook.com

Quality commercial 
and personal lines of 
insurance since 1992

Weed Abatement
& Landscape Services

Residential, Commercial & Wildland
Weed & Brush Clearance
To Fire Dept. Standards

Advantageweeds@yahoo.comCalifornia License #1074078

Heights Resident

(562) 694-4865

Yards - Lots - Slopes - Roadsides - Etc...

Advantage
Serving La Habra Heights Since 1980  

Storypoles
Weed Clearing - Brush-Bushes-Hedges

Total Yard Clean Ups - Sod & Lawns 
Planting - Yardscapes - Fences

Sprinklers & Irrigation
Monthly Service Available

FREE Estimates

Fido 
Come Home

562-694-8090
Report lost or found pets:

Follow on Facebook Im
ag

e: 
Pe
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RV Storage
Inside & Outside

428 Berry Way, Brea, CA. 92821
(714) 990 6703

THE HONEY DO LIST GUY
DO YOU HAVE UNFINISHED PROJECTS?

CALL BOB  Lic.# 442893 & Ins. Contractor 

562-755-1705 Heights Resident 11 years 

Sales • Refinances • Commercial Properties
Debbie Dudley, Owner/Certified Senior Escrow Officer

410 W. Whittier Blvd., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562-265-3127 • 626-912-1651 • debbie@mercuryescrow.com

Becky Marquez, Escrow Officer
410 W. Whittier Blvd., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562-265-3127 • 626-912-1651 • becky@mercuryescrow.com

Carl Cole Plumbing
ALL PLUMBING REPAIRS  • SEPTIC SYSTEMS

562-322-8114 L# C-36390199Since 1973

COMPACT

TRACTOR
With operator & attachments • Over 40-year Heights resident

Call Tom at 562-708-2665

     STARTING AT

$105
    PER HOUR

Fire Prevention

(310) 343-1154

Weed/Brush Clearance for Fire Regulation
Tree Work • Stump Removal • Hauling • Landscaping

25 Years Experience

JOHN HEINL
PLUMBING Inc.

Heights resident   •  “Over 30 years in the business”
(562) 691-8356  •  (714) 821-1564  •  Lic # 410582

LINDA PIEQUET • HAIRDRESSER
Serving La Habra & La Habra Heights since 1976

(562) 697-2211

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Hinkle
T R E E  S E R V I C E

Tree trimming•Cleanup•Firewood

714•749•3488
Serving La Habra Heights since 1980

Tree trimming•Landscape •Cleanup

Quality Service Since 1958

(800) 238-5558
(562) 646-1222
www.laplumber.com

Heights Resident

(800) 238-5558
(562) 646-1222
www.laplumber.com
HEIGHTS RESIDENT
Quality Service Since 1958
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$10 each
Purchase LHH license 
plate frames at City Hall
Made in the USA of die-cast metal, 
these attractive frames are a great 
way to display your pride in our 
unique rural community.
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Jessica Coburn (16) • 562-447-3486 – Babysitting 
and dog walking.

Lauren Krynen (17) • 562-245-7630 – Tutoring 
services for middle and high school level students 
in math (up to calculus), English, and AP prep.

      Members of the La Habra Heights Improvement Association may run 
     notices in the Youth Employment Roster for free.

Pam McVicar: 562-690-1563, youthlhhia@gmail.com

Youth Employment Roster

La Habra Heights
RESIDENT

Heights Life  ADVERTISING RATES
For-profit business and private-party ads 6 issues         11 issues

1” line ad: black & white (3.75”W x 1”H)  $      93.50          $   165.00

1” line ad: color (3.75”W x 1”H)   $    100.00          $   175.00

2” business card ad: black & white (3.75”W x 2”H)  $    396.00         $    660.00

2” business card ad: color (3.75”W x 2”H)  $    506.00         $    770.00

1/4-page ad: black & white (3.75”W x 5”H)  $    660.00         $1,100.00

1/4-page ad: color (3.75”W x 5”H)   $    880.00         $1,512.50

1/2-page ad: color (7.5”W x 5”H)   $ 1,210.00         $2,200.00

Full-page ad: color (bleed: 8.625”W x 11.125”H)*   $1,760.00         $3,300.00

Full-page ad: color (non-bleed: 7.5”W x 10”H)  $1,760.00         $3,300.00

Paid non-profit 501(c)(3) ads (space guaranteed) 
1/4-page ad: black & white (3.75”W x 5”H)  $    330.00         $    550.00

1/4-page ad: color (3.75”W x 5”H)   $    440.00         $    770.00

1/2-page ad: color (7.5”W x 5”H)   $    660.00         $1,100.00

Free non-profit 501(c)(3) ads   Based on space available.

One-time ad

1/4-page ad: color (3.75”W x 5”H)   $    165.00

1/2-page ad: color (7.5”W x 5”H)   $    220.00

Digital ad artwork must be in JPEG, TIFF or PDF format at 300 DPI resolution 
or higher in actual ad size. For bleed ads, see measurements above. Do not 
send ad files embedded in Microsoft Word or Excel documents. Heights Life is 
not responsible for poor-quality reproduction from low-resolution or out-of-
focus files or for incorrectly-sized bleed ads.* 

• Although we prefer digital files, we can scan good-quality camera-ready 
art. All typography and line art should be clean and sharp. If the ad includes 
photographs or pictures of half-toned images, they should be sharply focused 
and properly exposed. Heights Life is not responsible for the quality of 
photographic reproduction.

• Payment for each ad or ad cancellation must be received by the deadline 
date for ad artwork, which is the 10th of the month prior to the issue date 
(e.g., ad artwork and payment for the October issue are due September 10).

 * Text or photos that you do not want cut off must be within the 8.25”W x  
       10.75”H “live” area. For bleed ads, include at least 1/8-inch (.125-inch)  
       bleed areas and trim marks.

ADVERTISING POLICY:  La Habra Heights Improvement Association 
(LHHIA) reserves the right to accept or reject advertising for Heights Life and 
to delete objectionable words and phrases. Submission of an advertisement 
to Heights Life does not constitute a commitment by LHHIA to publish 
the advertisement. Publication of an advertisement does not constitute an 
agreement for continued publication. Heights Life and LHHIA will not be 
liable for failure to publish an advertisement as requested or for more than 
one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. Heights Life and LHHIA liability 
shall be limited to an adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by any 
error, with maximum liability being cancellation of the cost of the first 
incorrect advertisement or republication of the correct advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall Heights Life or LHHIA be liable for consequential 
damage of any kind. The editors of Heights Life attempt to screen advertisers 
carefully, but we are neither responsible for nor liable for the performance 
or non-performance of advertisers. If you have compliments or complaints 
involving advertisers, please contact LHHIA. For more information, please 
call Monica Gunns at 714-412-2667. 

Make checks payable to LHHIA and mail to: LHHIA, P.O. Box 241, La Habra, 
CA  90631. Advertising Co-directors: Monica Gunns and Carolyn Boehringer. 

QUALITY • PROFESSIONAL • EFFICIENT • CLEAN
NEW CONSTRUCTION  /  REMODELING
COMMERCIAL TENANT IMPROVEMENT

Bob Harrison
O: (714) 990-6700
C: (562) 755-1705
F: (714) 990-6702
E: rwhconst@aol.com

428 Berry Way •  Brea, CA 92821
www.rwhconstructioninc.com



2364LasPalomasDr.com s 
4 Bedrooms / 3.5 Bathrooms | 3,084 SF | 40,041 SF Lot  

s 135FlowerFieldLn.com 
4 Bedrooms / 3 Bathrooms | 4,001 SF | 42,944 SF Lot    
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I’m not just the local expert, but 
I am your neighbor, your friend, 
and community supporter.

Friend
LOCAL
charities

Responsive Schools

neighbor

ENERGY

alumni

sponsor
THE

HEIGHTSEVENTS

community
support

Local
Expert!

All things
La Habra

BROKER
REALTOR

Ray Fernandez
Broker Assoc. / Realtor / Sr. Loan Officer 

562.689.5889 | DRE# 01895143  
www.RFRealtor.com | Ray@RFRealtor.com



Brian Bergman..........562-690-5047........Briansbergman@hotmail.com
Carey Klingfus...........562-697-2561..........carey@AELinspector.com
Dennis Laherty.........714-401-0873........Dennis.laherty@gmail.com
Jane Williams............562-697-5473.........jwilliams90631@gmail.com 
Norm Zezula..............562-697-9914........normzezulaLhh@gmail.com

Sheriff’s Report

 June 2021
Advanced life-support calls: 12 (6 in LHH, 6 in LA County), Basic life-
support calls: 10, Public assist: 6, Fire calls: 4, Traffic collisions: 4, Automatic 
aid into Los Angeles County: 8.

    Total Incidents: 36
© Copyright La Habra Heights Improvement Association, 2021
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P.O. Box 241
La Habra, CA 90631

Pam McVicar, President (LHHIAPresident@gmail.com), as well as 
        Membership Chairperson (Memberlhhia@gmail.com) and Youth 
        Employment Roster (youthlhhia@gmail.com).................................714-504-3415
Rick Brooks, Vice President & Webmaster (plumeriafarmer@gmail.com)
Lynn Kelley, Secretary and ‘Halloween Haunt’ Co-chairperson  
         (lynnkelley91@gmail.com).....................................................................562-371-4603
Romalyn Litchfield, Treasurer (romalynl@hotmail.com)........................562-697-6264
Catherine Richert, ‘Morning With Santa’ Chairperson 
         (catherinerichert@aol.com).................................................................562-697-0962
Michelle Saldivar, ‘Halloween Haunt’ Co-chairperson 
        (msldi9135@aol.com)...........................................................................562-902-0125
Stan Carroll, Director (gw1763@gmail.com)...........................................562-697-1187
Angela Owen, Director (arowen3@yahoo.com).........................................562-201-1119
Susan Brooks, Director (susanbrooks827@gmail.com)............................714-222-5091

Heights Life : heightslifeeditor@gmail.com
Editors: Dan and Barbara Stracner.................................................... 310-614-6878 
Advertising Co-chairperson: Carolyn Boehringer, Director.........310-849-4582
Advertising Co-chairperson: Monica Gunns, Director..................714-412-2667

Welcome Wagon : welcomewagonLHHIA@gmail.com
Chairperson: Vicki Cooke.................................................................... 562-694-4949

June 2021
Aggravated assault: 1, Offenses against family: 2, Petty theft: 2, Vehicle & 
boating laws: 4, Miscellaneous felonies: 1, Miscellaneous misdemeanors: 1, 
Persons mentally ill: 1, Traffic accicents: 2, Non-criminal: 1.

Total Incidents: 15

Boy Scout Troop 883 • Call Brian Freeman at 562-743-1973
Boy Scout Troop 1814 • 951-538-8377 or cookmaster251@yahoo.com
Boys and Girls Club • 562-694-1805 • ourchildrensfuture.org
Habitat Authority • habitatauthority.org/waystohelp
Meals on Wheels • 562-383-4221 • LaHabraMealsonWheels.org
VCC: The Gary Center • 562-264-6000 • vccthegarycenter.org

Emergency .................................................................................911
City Hall: lhhcity.org..................................................562-694-6302
Sheriff’s Department (Industry Station)...........626-330-3322
Ranger Services..........................................................562-698-1446
Fire Department (non-emergency)..........................562-694-8283
La Habra Heights County Water District........562-697-6769
Los Angeles County Animal Control.................562-940-6898
Fido Come Home (report lost and found pets)..........562-694-8090
Republic Waste Services..........................................800-700-8610

LHH Community Events

Emergency & City Numbers

La Habra Heights City Council

Community Service Opportunities

LHHIA Board of Directors
lhhia.org

PPublic meetings of the La Habra Heights City Council, the 
Planning Commission, the Roads Advisory Committee and 
the Public Safety & Emergency Preparedness Committee 

have now resumed at City Hall. However, all events will be held in compliance with the 
latest public health guidelines. Please see lhhcity.org for the latest updates and details.    

     September 1       LHHIA Annual General Meeting: 7 p.m. at City Hall
     September 6       Happy Labor Day!
    September 13    La Habra Heights City Council meeting: 6:30 p.m.
    September 16    Public Safety & Emergency Preparedness meeting: 6 p.m.
    September 18    Breakfast with LHHFD: 8 a.m. at The Park (see page 8)
     September 22    Roads Advisory Committee meeting: 6:30 p.m.
     October 10          Highland Riders Horse Show at The Park: 8:30 a.m.
     November 7        Highland Riders Horse Show at The Park: 8:30 a.m.
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La Habra Heights Improvement Association is a 501(c)(3) 
volunteer organization (Tax ID# 95-2455456) that receives no funding 
from the City of La Habra Heights—so we rely on your annual dues 
and other donations to pay for our many community events and 
projects. Annual membership dues are:

•  Regular: $35

•  Bronze: $75

•  Silver: $100

•  Gold: $250

•  Platinum: $500+

Pay online at www.lhhia.com or mail your check (made payable 
to LHHIA) to: LHHIA, P.O. Box 241, La Habra, CA 90631.

 Become a member


