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Introduction
Our proposal is designed to support you in relation to international nuclear projects.  We recognise the need for an 

integrated source of support in emerging nuclear environments and for the deep level of knowledge required to guide 

you through the national and international regulatory compliance from a legal, technical and socio-economic perspective.

We have the legal expertise within our firm but we are also able to provide support on the technical side through our close 

connections with globally renowned consultants in the nuclear sector.  To support you we will use a team of selected 

experts. Each selected participant will be recommended by Castletown Law and pre-approved by you.  The support we 

offer is comprehensive and the scope of the skills we bring under Castletown Law management is demonstrated in the 

Reference Projects table.

Besides our core nuclear law team we are able to offer support in the areas of corporate, commercial, and construction. 

We also bring specialist property law, litigation and disputes, employment law and planning law support through our 

network of alliance firms in the UK.

Internationally we have a growing alliance with specialist practices which reflects our own approach to the delivery of 

specialist services and value to clients. Examples of these relationships that may be of interest are in Poland, the Czech 

Republic, Croatia, Lithuania, Romania, Ukraine and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
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Executive Summary
Castletown Law is committed to supporting you - our lead team members will be available at all times

This means that whenever you need us, we are contactable by email, phone or available to attend meetings on short 

notice.  We work flexibly and cooperatively, utilising common tools and systems so we know what you need and when you 

need it. We will have staff who can locate locally and if needed, be embedded in your organisation. 

We will work co-operatively as part of your team

Our role is to add value and experience to your team.  We work with many consultants on large projects for clients, so we 

are used to the communication, management and exchange of knowledge that occurs in such situations. 

Our experience demonstrates we can fulfil your requirements

You will see from our credentials that we are experienced in the areas where you require support.  We have described 

several case studies to demonstrate the depth of our understanding of these types of projects and where we have worked 

on similar legal structures.

We bring a full team of experienced senior staff

Our team is used to working together with client teams and other consultants on large projects together and the nature of 

the work we do requires us to understand the relative strengths of our team and allocate and manage resource.  This is an 

essential part of our approach with the result that all we do is coordinated to give you the most efficient solution.

By choosing a targeted approach and being careful to focus on our areas of expertise, we are able to excel in our specialisms.

We fully cover corporate, regulatory, commercial and international aspects. We will work with local businesses of your 

choice or assist in their selection to meet your requirements.

We will be there supporting you to ensure a successful outcome.

Supporting you by being there with you!

The Castletown Law commitment is to provide excellent service and advice. We take responsibility for ensuring all those 

we work with are committed to the same standards.

We take our responsibility to the industry in which we work seriously and we are dedicated to it in a way few firms offer.

Working with Castletown Law you will be dealing directly with the business leaders who deliver the service you need.

The value we place on our client relationships cannot be underestimated. It means most of our clients have used members 

of our team for more than 10 years. We are reliable, trusted providers in this specialist area.
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Andrew Renton
Andrew leads on commercial and industry related issues. He is a leading solicitor in the energy and 

infrastructure industry, who specialises in commercial contracts within the sector across multiple 

jurisdictions. His commercial approach to project completion and management and the prevention 

of escalation of disputes and avoidance of litigation, is welcomed by clients.

Specific Nuclear Experience:

Andrew has been involved in advising clients in the nuclear sector since the mid 1990’s. His most 

recent and relevant experience in the sector is as follows:

• Advising KEPCO on the involvement in the acquisition of an interest in the Moorside project;

• Advising KEPCO (jointly with specialist consultants) on entering and streamlining the GDA 

process;

• Advising on contract structure and drafting for phase four of Finnish NNB programme in relation 

to main technology providers delivery of obligations;

• British Energy’s IP rights relating to reverse engineering of nuclear generation control and 

instrumentation;

• Strategic replacement control systems facing obsolescence;

• Consultation with EDF on strategic approach to major projects contract management and supply 

chain integration;

• Major Project Agreement strategy for interface with unions for NNB projects;

• Supervising development of NNB tier 1 and subsidiary contracts for NNB at Hinkley Point;

• Advising the Jordanian Government on the issues arising from their proposed development of 

civil nuclear facilities;

• Preparing advice for the Turkish Government on the institutional reforms necessary for the 

development of civil nuclear projects in Turkey;

• Advising design and delivery consortium of Korean companies on the commissioning and 

commercial operation process for the Barakah NPP in Abu Dhabi.

Castletown Law Nuclear Team
Our core team are all experienced lawyers:
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Simon Stuttaford
Simon leads on Nuclear and Regulatory matters covering major projects from an environmental, 

planning and compliance point of view. His experience includes appointments as a leading team 

member on legal matters for Horizon Nuclear Power and as General Counsel and Company 

Secretary for EnergySolutions on the Magnox projects. Simon was a Partner with the Legal Practice 

DWF where he was Head of Nuclear and Joint Head of Environment.

Specific Nuclear Experience:

• Supporting Horizon Nuclear Power with environmental permits (i.e. water discharge activities, 

combustion permit activities, water abstraction, radioactive substances regulation activities), 

legal compliance training and drafting core policies and corporate governance issues;

• Managing specific Horizon Nuclear Power projects (nuclear site licensing and permit activities) 

together with supporting Licensing and Permitting functions;

• Advising Horizon Nuclear Power on environmental/regulatory issues and environmental 

compliance issues, (i.e. waste transfer and transport requirements);

• General Counsel and Company Secretary for EnergySolutions, PBO, and Company Secretary for 

Magnox Ltd, SLC, for the Magnox power stations;

• Involved in the strategic role of a parent company over a licensed subsidiary, including oversight 

over safety case issues, security and enforcement issues;

• Advising and drafting on commercial agreements including Memorandums of Understanding, 

Collaboration Agreements, Joint Venture Agreements, Consortium and Teaming Agreements for 

EnergySolutions;

• Providing stand-alone advice to clients on regulatory compliance, including radioactive 

substances, waste and waste packaging, waste shipment regulations, carriage of dangerous 

goods and the Environmental Permitting Regulations;

• Advising on licensing and delicensing issues including compliance with licence conditions, 

nuclear liability insurance, transport, safeguards, security, interpretation of the “no danger” 

principle etc;

• Advising on statutory changes to the nuclear liability regime applicable in the UK and by reference 

to European treaties.
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Rob Higgins
Rob leads on project delivery, major bid support and contract management. Rob has over 20 years’ 

experience providing commercial legal advice within major projects and dispute resolution within 

nuclear, government, construction, PFI and rail sectors. His skills include coverage of project 

delivery, major bid support, contract management, corporate re-structuring, M&A, and public 

sector project procurement.

Specific Nuclear Experience:

As a member of the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA) Executive team Rob was 

responsible for a broad portfolio of functions (including legal) and projects with the remit to deliver 

transformational change across supplier management for the NDA Group of companies.  He led the 

delivery of corporate strategy on supply chain optimisation, digital transformation, land portfolio 

development, cyber & security culture and intellectual property exploitation.

• Legal support and advice to NDA Board on legal risk (e.g. corporate, GDPR, security, litigation);

• Set up and led NDA Group Legal Department with external spend c £3-5m p.a.;

• Established external legal supply chain;

• Support to major public sector procurements;

• Resolution of disputes with supply chain arising from JCT, NEC and bespoke forms of contract 

(settlement, mediation, litigation);

• Negotiation of revised incentivisation for contractors as part of settlements;

• Renegotiation of contract terms to avoid contract failure (e.g. Magnox contract c. £1.8bn);

• Successful litigation against insurers for c£80m loss covered by Business Interruption Policy;

• Advised CEO and NDA Board on a broad spectrum of corporate, project delivery and commercial 

issues;

• Leadership of c £80m p.a. project spend.
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We are also able to call on the support of:

Rupert Cowen

(Vectlaw working through Castletown Law). Rupert provides specialist advisory services to the nuclear energy and 

decommissioning industries on nuclear law and licensing, supply, service and outsourcing contracts and environmental 

and waste regulation.

Specific Nuclear Experience:

• Taking a leading role in the privatisation of the decommissioning of the UK civil nuclear legacy;

• Advising a consortia including UK Nuclear Waste Management, the owners of Low Level Waste; Repository Limited, 

Nuclear Management Partners, the owners of Sellafield Limited, and the Cavendish Dounreay Partnership;

• Advising UK NDA Site Licence Companies.

Jonathan Leech

(Vectlaw working through Castletown Law). Jonathan provides support on project and infrastructure work, with a 

particular emphasis on the energy, nuclear and utilities sectors.

Specific Nuclear Experience:

• Advising on legal and contracting strategies and regulatory issues associated with major nuclear development, 

decommissioning, waste and reprocessing projects, energy infrastructure and other utility and infrastructure related 

projects;

• Advising on procurement strategies for development and renewal of UK electricity and gas network infrastructure, 

including development of multi-party alliance structures and innovative incentive models, as well as broader energy 

and construction projects.
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David Gilchrist

David leads on corporate transactions, joint ventures and commercial contract issues with his 

principal area of practice being in the infrastructure, renewable energy and oil and gas sectors. 

He has 20 years’ experience within corporate and commercial law and has significant experience  

operating  as  a Partner and Head of Energy & Industrials within a major international practice.

David advises clients globally in relation to commercial contracts, joint ventures, outsourcing, 

energy trading, regulation and mergers and acquisitions. His clients include utilities, manufacturers, 

suppliers, developers and investors.

David brings that blend of corporate and commercial law experience in the sector which is so 

crucial in delivering the advice clients need in major project environments. David’s understanding 

of the energy sector is particularly strong as a result of him having been seconded to the Energy 

Management team of ScottishPower (circa 3 years in total) and Certas Energy UK (circa 9 months).

Other Castletown Law Team Members

Lisa Naylor

Lisa is very experienced with construction and engineering contracts. She trained in Andrew’s team 

at their former firm qualifying in 2000 and focusing primarily on project documentation acting for a 

wide range of developers, contractors, funders and institutional investors. Lisa has been involved 

in various onshore energy projects advising on commercial contract structures and agreements 

for the supply chain including cable and turbine supply and installation contracts as well as related 

documents such as bonds, guarantees, vesting arrangements, warranties and step-in agreements.

Lisa’s involvement in major projects acting for different parties allows her to understand the 

commercial factors underlying the contract process and to give a guiding hand on the best approach 

to negotiation for clients to achieve successful outcomes.

Most recently Lisa has been working on contracts for onshore grid and network reinforcement and 

replacement.
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Ali Timms 

Ali is a highly experienced energy lawyer with over 13 years of experience of the energy and 

infrastructure sector. She trained in London at Nabarro Nathanson (now part of the CMS group) 

before moving to join Brodies’ Projects, Energy & Infrastructure team. More recently before joining 

Castletown Law she was a senior member of the international leadership team of a multinational 

power company. Her understanding of what clients want and need from their external counsel 

enables her to provide appropriate, tailored advice.

Ali's experience as a projects lawyer allows her to support clients across major projects in the 

energy and infrastructure sector. The breadth of her experience allows her to support on corporate 

and project finance aspects of transactional work. She has extensive clean energy experience, 

particularly on new-to-market and industry first projects.

Eman Abuzeid

Eman is based in the Middle East between Amman, Dubai and Abu Dhabi.  Eman graduated from 

Bristol University in the UK, with an LL.B and LL.M. Eman is a registered Attorney at the Jordanian Bar 

Association. She has over 30 years’ experience as a lawyer and advisor in the Middle East including 

Egypt, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Oman as well as in the Emirates, Jordan, Iraq and Lebanon.

Eman has been involved in both private sector and government advisory roles.  Her clear and concise 

advice and contribution to the management and administration of projects has been extremely 

valuable to clients and project success.

Eman has worked on projects and transactions with particular focus on energy, infrastructure, 

transport and security.  Trained initially in court work, Eman maintains a significant dispute resolution 

capability, most recently in significant arbitration matters.

Strong relationships at executive and government levels regionally and internationally provide an 

important contribution to Eman’s input to clients strategy and objective setting.  Her flawless fluency 

in English and Arabic is a major advantage in providing clients with comprehensive and expert advice.

Close to her heart are projects and roles that not only lead to her client’s success, but also result in 

progress and the betterment of the lives of people in the region.
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Hugh Fraser

Hugh is a corporate and commercial lawyer with over 25 years’ experience and has been based in 

Dubai for over 16 years. His career has been almost exclusively focussed on international energy 

projects including the oil and gas sector, onshore and offshore. 

Hugh has extensive experience in supporting clients on business expansion initiatives for the Middle 

East and North Africa (MENA).  He represents regional clients on asset and intellectual property 

protection with significant involvement in advanced technology and know-how in the energy and 

water sectors.

Hugh is on the Middle East advisory panel for the UK’s Energy Industries Council. He is a member 

of the Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE), Energy Institute and the European Association of 

Geoscientists and Engineers (EAGE). He was appointed to the Scottish Enterprise GlobalScot 

international business advisory network in May 2017.

Sandra Rankine

Sandra is one of Castletown Law’s experts seconded on a semi-permanent  basis  from  her 

commercial property law firm, Elliot Matthews, one of our Alliance Companies. She is a partner in a 

property team that covers property law across the UK and acts for clients worldwide.

Advising on specialist property matters, Sandra and her team bring targeted expertise in the areas 

of commercial development and regeneration.

Sandra has a broad commercial property background and currently focuses on leases for occupiers 

including office, hotels and leisure and property investment, particularly for foreign investors. Sandra 

has recently been involved in the forward purchase of a substantial residential development and 

subsequent purchase of the freehold of the wider site in Manchester for a Middle Eastern investor. 

As well as acting on multiple leases for shops, restaurants and shopping centres in England and 

Scotland, she has particular experience in the letting of industrial and distribution warehousing and 

manufacturing centres. (www.elliottmatthew.com)
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Cathy Donald

Cathy is a highly regarded employment law practitioner. She is a lead partner in the specialist 

employment practice of Ergo Law, one of our relationship firms. With experience in restructuring, 

consultation, relocation and transformation within business, Cathy and her team at Ergo Law work 

closely with us to support our clients.

Ergo Law acts for companies operating in a broad range of industries. They advise on the full range 

of circumstances where employment law impacts, including advising employers on employment 

contracts, workplace policies, redundancy and restructuring, employment status, disciplinary and 

grievance processes, settlement agreements, absence management and TUPE. Ergo Law also 

provides advice on senior executive exits and post-termination restrictive covenants.

The firm is on the panel of recommended employee advisers for a number of large employers and, 

in this capacity, Cathy and the team at Ergo Law have been involved in a number of large-scale 

redundancy exercises in recent years, including in the financial services and manufacturing sectors. 

While employment issues can often prove complex and involve difficult or emotive conversations, 

Cathy’s pragmatic and personable approach ensures her clients are well placed to navigate these 

issues with confidence. (www.ergolaw.co.uk)

Edward Jones 

Edward is one of Castletown Law’s experts seconded on a semi-permanent basis from his 

commercial property law firm, Elliot Matthews, one of our Alliance Companies. He is a partner in a 

dispute resolution team. 

Edward has substantial experience in all areas of real estate litigation involving both commercial and 

residential property including business tenancy renewals, service charge disputes, dilapidations, 

rent reviews, title & boundary disputes, debt recovery, insolvency and professional negligence. 

He is also experienced in business, partnership and personal dispute resolution work. Edward has 

conducted litigation in the Court of Appeal, High Court, County Court, Arbitrations, Mediations, First 

Tier Tribunal (formerly LVT), Lands Tribunal and Land Registry Adjudications. He is a member of the 

Property Litigation Association and the London Solicitors Litigation Association.
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Reference Projects 

This first major NNB plant in the UK since the early 1980's required major planning. 

Members of our team were heavily involved. The team led by Andrew Renton had 

members seconded into the EDF NNB team in London and Paris. Some of those 

team members had been heavily involved supporting Andrew in the pre-sale 

process of the British energy fleet to EDF.

Andrew was also the partner responsible for overseeing the peer review of the 

environmental, ecological and social economic impact assessments for site 

selection for new NNB sites in the UK.

In parallel to the role in supporting EDF NNB on the Hinkley point project, Andrew also 

led a small team supporting the government Ministry Department for Environment 

and Climate Change which had responsibility for the renewal of mandates to the 

Office for nuclear regulation and the office for nuclear Development. In this role 

Andrew participated in the oversight and preparation of cabinet papers for decision 

making on the nuclear industry policy decisions in the UK. He was then involved in a 

small group along with members of other firms and DECC, in supporting the decision 

making on the process for supply chain involvement and industrial competences 

required to support the project.

The whole focus of nuclear industry activity in the UK around this time was the 

transition of ownership from British energy to EDF and the delivery of the Hinkley 

Point C project and Andrew’s team were at the heart of the activity.

On a variety of projects, including:

 » Helping the executive team set up a Lean Six Sigma improvement programme, 

involving the identification of High-Value Opportunities projects, facilitation of 

executive sessions and the design and delivery of multiple training, coaching 

and co-project leadership curriculums. The success in the initial programme led 

it to spread quickly to other branches of the organisation, including sales and 

real estate, delivering a return of €18m after four years.

 » Diagnosing and facilitating the development of a three-year strategic plan for a 

nuclear plant close to Paris.

 » Facilitating a Human Resources activity improvement initiative, mapping and 

identifying quick wins aimed at decreasing the lead times of the most common 

employee procedures.

 » Supporting the Real Estate function, including Facilities Management and 

Building Work – in improving their facilities cost predictions and monitoring, as 

well as helping develop an optimised approach to recycling across multiple sites.

EDF Energy NNB: 
Development of the 
plan for Hinkley 
Point C

EDF
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On a variety of projects, including:

 » Facilitating two innovation initiatives in the zirconium sponges manufacturing 

plant – the former was focused on removing debris fretting on the tubes, using an 

innovative cladding; the latter aimed to develop innovative production scenarios 

to increase capacity, improve profitability and, at the same time, dramatically 

reduce environmental impact and industrial risks.

 » Helping the Transmission and Distribution Division to develop and implement a 

decision framework to identify sub-processes and activities to outsource.

 » Coaching the executive team on how to deploy a focussed Lean Six Sigma 

improvement programme that maximises business impact, including conducting 

a broad organisational and operational assessment to identify High-Value 

Opportunities for improving the technical specification process and field-related 

system software defects. The initial regional programme launch resulted in a 

100% project success rate and delivered a return of $2.7m (ROI of over 400%).

 » Supporting a Global Operational Excellence Programme, including nuclear 

business Supplier Development Programmes.

 » Supporting Horizon Nuclear Power Limited in submission of a Nuclear Site 

Licence Application to ONR.

 »  Supporting Horizon Nuclear Power with environmental permits (i.e. water 

discharge activities, combustion permit activities, water abstraction, radioactive 

substances regulation activities), legal compliance training and drafting core 

policies and corporate governance issues;

 »  Managing specific Horizon projects (site licensing and permit activities) together 

with supporting Licensing and Permitting functions;

 »  Liaising with Regulators and key Stakeholders and advising on the contents of 

Horizon`s Environmental and Health and Safety Registers;

 »  Advising Horizon on environmental/regulatory issues and environmental 

compliance issues, (i.e. waste transfer and transport requirements).

Simon Stuttaford was part of Horizon Nuclear Power`s in-house legal team from 

2015-2019.

AREVA

Horizon Nuclear 
Power Ltd
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 » Involved in the strategic role of a parent company (EnergySolutions, now part 

of the Atkins Group) over a licensed subsidiary, including oversight over safety 

case issues, security and enforcement issues;

 » Reviewing and advising on Magnox Framework Agreements and representing 

company in negotiations with the NDA over amendments and consolidation of 

the PBA and M&O Contract relating to the Magnox sites;

 » Advising and drafting on commercial agreements including Memorandums 

of Understanding, Collaboration Agreements, Joint Venture Agreements, 

Consortium and Teaming Agreements for EnergySolutions;

 » Playing an active role (including commercial dialogue) in Magnox/RSRL PBO 

Competition under the Public Contracts Regulations 2006;

 » Advising the Board on legal and compliance issues, risk management and 

corporate governance;

 » Implementing new anti-bribery policy, guidance and procedures in compliance 

with UK Bribery Act 2010 together with advising on data protection policy issues 

and information requests;

 » Advising on trademark and intellectual property issues as well as Employment 

and Consultancy Agreements

 » Managing Company`s property and insurance arrangements, together with 

legal budget and external lawyers

 » Advising on policy issues including implementation of changes to UK legislation 

following changes to the Paris and Brussels Conventions on nuclear third-party 

liability and UK radioactive waste policy. 

 » Providing stand-alone advice to clients on regulatory compliance, including 

radioactive substances, waste and waste packaging, waste shipment 

regulations, carriage of dangerous goods and the Environmental Permitting 

Regulations;

 » Advising on licensing and delicensing issues including compliance with 

license conditions, nuclear liability insurance, transport, safeguards, security, 

interpretation of the “no danger” principle etc.

Simon Stuttaford was General Counsel and Company Secretary for 

EnergySolutions, PBO, and Company Secretary for Magnox Ltd, for the Magnox 

Power stations from 2011-2015.

Magnox Ltd
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 » Advising KEPCO on their initial involvement on acquisition of a shareholding in 

the ownership of the Moorside site;

 » Leading negotiations for approval of the AP1400 technology for deployment at 

the Moorside site; 

 » Working alongside the financial and technical advisors and the KEPCO team 

in intense discussions with DECC to achieve a final investment decision from 

KEPCO;

 » Due diligence and advisory work on the GDA process and the technical 

requirements for KEPCO to enter the UK nuclear market; 

 » Due Diligence on the existing shareholders and financial support for the existing 

site licence holder and detailed negotiations with other shareholding interests; 

 » Advising on the process for entry into the UK market, the technical and legal 

requirements including the regulatory structure in the UK for safety and security 

during the process of approvals, consents, construction, commissioning and 

operation.

Andrew Renton was part of a team of lead advisers to KEPCO for the period 2014 

to 2016/17.

Moorside site, 
Cumbria
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Castletown Law has worked hard at maintaining a team capability to meet clients’ needs in the nuclear sector. We recognise 

the need to work as part of an overall advisory team supporting and interfacing with other consultants and advisors as 

needed to achieve a successful outcome. We consider our experience in the specific areas we advise on, our experience 

in the extensive projects our team has been involved in and our international experience allows us to support clients 

wherever and whenever needed.

Please explore with us how we can work together as part of your team.

Invite us in!

Conclusion



e: andrew.renton@castletownlaw.com 
t: + 44 (0) 7721 829 943

e: simon.stuttaford@castletownlaw.com
t: + 44 (0) 7720 947 789

e: rob.higgins@castletownlaw.com
t: + 44 (0) 7385 378 8579

www. castletownlaw.com


