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Whether you are looking to buy your rst home or wanting to downsize, this home is sure to charm 
you as it has been lovingly cared for. From the moment you arrive and notice the tranquil Japanese 
garden, you will see you are in for a treat! The living area is nice and open with a replace and has 
several sitting areas including the enclosed patio offering natural light and warmth. The kitchen has 
ample storage and counter space and has a casual eating area. The 3 bedrooms sit together down 
the hall and are all nice sized. Two bathrooms are well kept with bright colored tile. The garage is 
oversized with built-in cabinetry, a separate laundry area with a sink, and offers plenty of storage! The 
backyard has separate sitting areas including a covered patio in the corner to sit and enjoy the 
outside and also has a garden shed. Great location, close to shopping, freeways, and schools. 

1630 W. Orangethorpe Ave, Fullerton
$539,000

3 Bed | 2 Bath | Aprox 1,209

3 Bed | 2 Bath | Approx 1,947

151 Leucadia Rd

1258 Citrus St
4 Bed | 3 Bath | Approx 2,720

www.151Leucadia.com

www.1258Citrus.com

Two great new listings in Fullerton!

SOLD

For Sale

$1,070,000

$767,000
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Happy New Year! Our editor, board members and volunteers 
took a little break for the holidays, but we’ve hit the ground 
running to bring you this first issue of 2019.

Thank you to board member Catherine Richert for organizing our 
third annual Morning with Santa. Catherine, Santa and his elves (aka 
community volunteers), the LHH Fire Department, event sponsor Jan 
Fiore and photo booth sponsor Ray Fernandez all came together in 
the spirit of the season, and we had a great time!

Next up is the annual Easter Egg Hunt in The Park on Saturday 
April 13 (see page 4). Board member Carolyn Boehringer will once 
again chair this event, and we welcome volunteers—both seasoned 
and new—to assist. Setup begins early Saturday morning. If you’d like 
to help us before, during or after the event, please contact Carolyn 
(see her contact information on page 20).

On page 5, we recognize our LHHIA Premium Members who 
have generously joined at a level above regular dues of $35 per year. 
Additional funds from these memberships go a long way toward 
funding our special events each year, as well as Heights Life magazine, 
and are much appreciated.

Calling all our talented Heights shutterbugs for our annual photo 
contest (see below). Note that we’ve changed the deadline this year to 
August 1 to give you time over the summer to shoot more beautiful 
pictures like those that often appear in Heights Life. Watch for details 
in future issues and please see official rules at lhhia.com.

Last, but not least, be sure to check out the Hillcrest Festival of 
Fine Arts (see page 10) and the first Highland Riders horse show of 
the year (see page 7). February in the Heights has much to offer!

                                                             —Jane Noltensmeier

                                                             —Brian Bergman

MAY  R’S CORNER

 La Habra Heights Improvement Association

Deadline for entries: August 1,2019
•  First prize: $100        •  Second prize: $50       •  Third prize: $25
•  Please see complete Official Rules for this contest at lhhia.com. 

ANNUAL
PHOTO
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We start 2019 with a reorganized city council. 
Carey Klingfus is energized in his new position 
as mayor pro tem, and I’m honored to once 

again serve our community as mayor. Unlike Washington, D.C., our 
city has been able to debate our issues contentiously, but achieve 
resolution. Roy Francis did a great job as mayor, but he had a big 
smile on his face when he handed me the gavel.

• Your road dollars at work—Reposado, Valley, Airoso, 
Ahuacate, Papaya and Churchill have recently been resurfaced. Work 
began on Lamat Road on January 7, 2019. If you haven’t driven on 
the newly resurfaced roads, take a drive and revel in the beauty of the 
new pavement.

The Roads Committee has been actively monitoring the projects 
and working with our engineering firm to prioritize projects that are 
the most cost effective. As you know, roads degrade over time and, 
after a certain point, require a really expensive rebuild. The goal is to 
prevent the need for complete replacement. This means roads in the 
poorest condition might have to be deferred to save other pavement 
that is approaching the point of no return.

• Always-present fire danger—We enjoy large parcels of land, 
open space and low housing density, but these require vigilance to 
reduce the threat of wild brush fires. Bob Henderson, chairman of 
the Habitat Authority, attended our December council meeting and 
was very responsive to our concerns. He has committed to work with 
Fire Chief Doug Graft to expand firebreaks and explore fire-reduction 
actions. If you visit Powder Canyon, you’ll notice that there are 
extensive revegetation projects in process that involve clearing large 
areas in order to replant with native flora.

• Hope for 15 inches of rain—and clean your drains!—The 
average yearly rainfall for our area is 15 inches—so far, we have had 
about half that amount, and we are expecting more. Our drainage 
system has not been consistently challenged due to many recent 
years of drought. The city’s maintenance guy, Jeff Moore, is working 
diligently to maintain our storm channels and inlets on major streets. 
The city has no authority to work on private property, and we need 
residents to help keep debris from leaving their properties and 
clogging the drainage devices on the street rights of way. If you notice 
a problem, contact the city. We do not want uncontrolled runoff if we 
can avoid it.

• Grant money for new electric utility vehicle—If you see a 2019 
club car with a city logo and a utility bed on the back, this zero-
emission vehicle was paid for with Air Quality District credits. Jeff 
Moore will be using it for street maintenance and work at The Park.

• Positive meeting with Bob Archuleta, our new state senator—
Senator Archuleta (32nd District) requested a meeting with our city, 
which we held on December 19. City Manager Jarad Hildenbrand, 
Mayor Pro Tem Carey Klingfus and I met with the senator and 
discussed possible funding for surveillance cameras, as well as liaising 
with the new LA County Sheriff Alex Villanueva regarding increased 
patrolling by a reserve deputy. We also explored the possibility of 
funding to deal with our traffic congestion issues. The senator and his 
representative, Kyle Miller (our former mayor), were very optimistic. 
(See photos on page 4 of these and other recent city council activities.)
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State Senator Bob Archuleta, shown above 
with Mayor Brian Bergman (right) and 
Mayor Pro Tem Carey Klingfus (left), visited 

our city on December 19. (See details in the 
Mayor's Corner on page 3.) 

Outgoing mayor Roy Francis (in the center 
of the above, right, photo) was awarded an 
honorary fire chief’s helmet plaque by City 
Manager Jarad Hildenbrand (left) and Fire Chief 
Doug Graft (right).

Roy Francis presented a certificate of 
recognition (far right) to new Eagle Scout Jarad 
Rodriquez, who organized and directed a volun-
teer team that painted the arena at The Park.

GinaRose Kimball (right), chairperson for 
the highly successful 2018 Avocado Festival, 
received a beautiful trophy made and presented 
by Stan Quade, a member of the festival team. 
She has been approved by the council to chair 
the 2019 festival, which will be held on May 18.

Easter 
Egg Hunt

Save the 
date!

Saturday, April 13, at The Park • 10 a.m.- Noon

Annual LHHIA• •

••

CITY COUNCIL UPDATE
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La Habra Heights Improvement   
    Association offers special thanks    
    and recognition in Heights Life every 

year to its members who have gone beyond 
basic annual dues of $35 and purchased 
Premium Memberships: Bronze ($75), Silver 
($100), Gold ($250) and Platinum ($500+).

Because LHHIA is an independent 
volunteer organization that receives 
no funding from the City of La Habra 
Heights, the generosity of our Premium 
Members helps ensure that LHHIA can 
continue providing valuable programs 
and services to our community, including 
publishing Heights Life, Music in The Park 
summer concerts, the Easter Egg Hunt, the 
Halloween Haunt, Morning With Santa, 
the Welcome Wagon and the Annual 
Photo Contest, as well as funding various 
community improvements such as those 
made at The Park last year.

We sincerely thank our LHHIA Premium 
Members shown here, and we invite you to 
join them.

For more information about joining 
LHHIA and supporting our unique rural 
community and lifestyle, please see “Become 
a member” on page 20.

Layne & Karen Baroldi
Esther & Rafael Fernandez

Jean Good
Linda Heil

Jennifer & Kermit Jones
Mike Higgins & Pam McVicar

Angela & Loren Owen Jr.
Kent & Dorothy Roberts

Marie & Mike Scheiern
John Dominguez & Kent Sheranian

John & Marguerite Smith

Nancy Amarillas
Kurt & Rosa Anderegg

Diane Gofferman & Edward Asato
Janet Averill

Leone Baroldi
Brian Bergman

Fred & Shirley Blanchard
Walt & Carolyn Boehringer
Marian & Karl Brandmaier

Rick & Susan Brooks
Randy & Jerry Bue

Michelle & Mark Burnley
Elizabeth & Kent Burrell
Richard & Peggy Caslow
Javier & Francis Curiel

Rita & Tony Donato
Nicholas & Georgia Drakos

Debbie & Chuck Dudley
Peter & Dyanna Espinoza

Stephen & Missy Fleet
Ramon & Sylvia Garciaparra

James & Laurie Geiger
Cindie & Chet Grisso

Marlin & Monica Gunns
Carlos Herrera Jr.

Allan & Carole Herzog
Donald & Patricia Holm
Janice & Harald Jensen
Michael & Leah Kantor
Martha & James Klassen

David & Susan Klinger
Thomas & Teresa Kockinis

William & Sandra Love
Virginia T. Macaulay

David & Viki Marshburn
Rudy & Monique Martinez
Martin & Sharon Morhar
Jayvee & Aurora Pacifico
Carlos & Janelle Pasillas
Peter & Leslie Paszterko

Eileen & Walter Patterson

Mark & Vart Perumean
John & Janet Powers

Harriett Proctor
Stanley & Elaine Quade

John & Catherine Richert
Craig & Debbie Roberson
Michael & Laura Rossoni

Paul & Kim Rowell
Robert & Linda Rutkowski

Merilyn Sandahl
Renke & Christa Schroeder

Roman Smetaniuk
Craig Sperling

John & Kathy Steele
Dan & Barbara Stracner

Don Swartzbaugh
George & Niki Thorsen

Dennis Turner
John Van Barneveld

Jerry Vigiotti
Wellington & Colleen White

Ruth Wolfarth 
Scott & Lisa Wylde

Abdul & Soumayah Alaama
Daniel & Ecaterina Arroyas

Hannah Lee & Jesus Baldonado
Marietta Beidleman

James & Shirley Farley
Roy & Judy Francis

Michael & Christine Gallagher
Dinesh & Usha Ghiya
John & Kathy Heinl

Dr. Paul & Cynthia Jacobsen
Joyce Jensen

Ralph & Kathleen Marie Luciano
Janice Lynch

Carmen & Kyle Miller
Jeff Ong-Siong

Glenn & Floretta Sheppard
Yvonne Sanchez & Don Tilley

Josephus Van Arandonk

Premium Members
LHHIA

La Habra Heights Improvement Association

James & Pricilla Koury
Greg & Judi Stefflre



Rain and chill in the air may linger into 
February, which is usually the rainiest month 
in Southern California—so now is a great 
time to clean out drains and gutters. You can 

reduce tracking mud into the house by placing a boot 
scraper outside the most-used entrance to the house. 
Tracks from pets and little ones—well, that’s 
a different story! 

A bouquet is a lovely Valentine’s Day gift, but live 
plants will last much longer, so plant a little “love” 
that will last well past the holiday. Azaleas, roses, 
camellias and cymbidium orchids with Valentine’s 
Day palettes are now available, and some are already 
gift-wrapped. And those cute mini-roses can be 
planted in the ground or in pots. 

S P R I N G  I S  N E A R   
Spring waits for no one! Dormant trees and 

plants will soon sprout leaves and buds. Apply 
the appropriate fertilizer to give them a boost of 
nutrients. Fertilize citrus, avocado, fruit trees, 
perennials, roses and vines. With a little luck, the 
rain will help percolate nutrients down to the roots 
and leach salt accumulation from the soil. Weeds will 
be popping up everywhere; keep them at bay with a 
good layer of mulch and clear them out before they 
grow too tall or flower and go to seed! Call local tree 
trimmers for free mulch (see their advertisements in 
Heights Life).

Gophers, moles, slugs and snails will invade 
our gardens; use a control method that you’re 
comfortable with. Remember that chickens and 
ducks love snails.

C O O L - S E A S O N  B L O O M S
Plant enticing cool-season annuals to lure 

hummingbirds and beneficial insects. Nectar and 
flower shapes are key, and native plants are especially 
valuable and practical. Drop by local nurseries 
and pick up some ageratum, bachelor’s buttons, 
carnations, cineraria, cosmos, delphinium, Iceland 
poppies, gaillardia, marigold, pansy, primrose, 

snapdragons and viola. Visit garden centers, 
arboretums and botanic gardens to check out new 
varieties of annuals. 

Now is the time to plant perennials. Explore 
garden centers and other “plant places”; there should 
be quite an assortment to choose from. An important 
“master gardening” note: Find out mature sizes and 
growth habits before purchasing plants, trees and 
shrubs. 

C A M E L L I A  S E A S O N
The delicate flowers of camellias bloom from 

fairly hardy shrubs. Planted in the right setting and 
soil, camellias do very well here. They do best in a 
northeast setting with some shade in the summer 
months. Once you’ve found the right area to plant, 
mix the soil with an azalea/camellia amendment. 
This gives plants the acidity they need to thrive. 
Plant camellias just above the soil line and do not add 
mulch. Keep the area, especially the trunk, clear of 
leave litter to reduce chances of fungal infestations 
like Ciborinia camelliae. 

V E G E TA B L E S  &  H E R B S
Get the vegetable garden ready for spring. 

Rejuvenate the soil by mixing in compost/amendment. 
Plant arugula, beets, broccoli, cabbage, carrots, 
cauliflower, endive, fava beans, green beans, kale, 
leeks, lettuce, onions, peas, potatoes, radish, spinach, 
Swiss chard, “early” tomatoes and turnips.

Introduce flavorful, interesting and new herbs 
to your garden. Plant borage, caraway, chamomile, 
chervil, comfrey, lemongrass, lovage, salad burnet 
and sorrel. Replenish chives, cilantro, dill and fennel. 
Some herbs (mints and French thyme) will be 
breaking dormancy soon.

F R O S T ?
Frost can still creep in! Check weather reports and 

bring tender tropicals inside or use row cover or frost 
cloth to protect them.

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

By Beverley Lepak 
Horticulturist & 
Landscape Consultant

Garden     
 Plot

Ageratum

Camellia

Cosmos

Cymbidium

Cineraria
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Get ready for spring!

It’s a good time 
to plant camellias.
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Pancake Breakfast, 
Tack Swap & Sale

Saturday, March 9
8:30 - 10:30 a.m. at

The Park gym

Adults...............$6
Children............$3
                 

(10 & under)

Highland Riders show season opens Feb. 10

HRH ighland Riders equestrian club begins 
its 2019 ‘Silver Series’ horse show 
season on February 10 with a horse 

show at The Park, 1885 Hacienda Road, 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. The show office will 
open at 7:30 a.m.

The club will hold three shows this year 
on February 10, March 17 and May 5. The 
final show in May will be a special “double-
judged” event (like the popular one last year) 
in which two judges independently score all 
classes—so it will be the equivalent of two full 
shows in terms of results and points awarded. 

All shows will feature both Western and 
English classes for various age groups in 11 
different divisions. Prizes will be awarded 
to the first-place winner in every class, and 
ribbons will be awarded through fifth place.

At the end of the show season, beautiful 
silver buckles or spurs will be awarded to 
year-end high-point winners in all divisions 
at the club’s annual awards luncheon.

Entry fees are $12 per class for Highland 
Riders members and $15 per class for non-
members. There is a one-time high-point 
nomination fee of $20 per class.

To be eligible for year-end high-point 
awards, riders must compete in at least two 
of the annual Highland Riders shows, with 
the May 5 double-judged show counting as 
two shows.

On Saturday, March 9, the club will hold 
its annual Pancake Breakfast, Tack Swap & 
Sale at The Park gym from 8:30-10:30 a.m.

For details, visit Highlandriderslhh.com 
or the club’s Facebook site, or contact show 
manager Barbara Stracner: 310-614-6878 or 
email barb.danstracner@yahoo.com.

Sponsored 
each year by 
Highland 
Riders

Local bakery to be featured on new Food Network show

S imply Irresistible (simply-irresistible.com), a bakery owned and operated by La Habra Heights resident Jennifer 
Jones, will be featured on the February 11 episode of Winner Cake All, a new baking competition show that 

debuted on the Food Network on January 7.

Hosted by Giada De Laurentiis, chef and TV personality, each show challenges four baking teams from around 
the country to create decorated cakes related to various kinds of celebrity events.

One team wins the grand prize of $10,000 and has their creation served at the featured event.

Two staff members from Simply Irresistible will compete for the prize: Yanett Ortiz, who lives in Anaheim, and 
Jenna Main from Upland. We wish them the best of luck!
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Expert tree 
maintenance

562•698•3280

Complete service 
from planting 
to removal

Planting
Fertilizing
Trimming & shaping
Health assessment
Injections
Removal
Emergency response
Weed abatement

State License

748668

Give a very special 
valentine this year

Give blood, the gift of life!
The Red Cross is still experiencing a severe blood shortage. 
Please visit redcross.org/give-blood to schedule donation.



Sources:  1. National Association of REALTORS
                  2. CNN Money
                  3. National Association of Home Builders

© 2019 Buffini & Company. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.



Hillcrest Festival of Fine Arts 
February 22, 23 & 24 at Hillcrest Church in La Habra Heights

One of the premier juried art shows in the West,  
 the 59th annual Hillcrest Festival of Fine  
 Arts will feature an extensive variety of art 
available for purchase at a wide range of prices: 

watercolor and oil paintings, unique jewelry, ceramics, 
acrylics, pottery, hand-woven clothing, photographs, 
stained and fused glass, metal and wire sculpture, 
woodworks and a great selection of handcrafted gifts in 
the Arts & Crafts Boutique. Admission and parking are 
free to all who attend.

Many artists will be demonstrating their skills 
throughout the weekend, including weaving, painting, 
jewelry-making, wood-turning and ceramics. Each year 
many new artists, as well as long-time favorites, are 
chosen to participate.

Children will have fun creating their own artworks 
in free workshops on Saturday and Sunday. Festival 
attendees can browse, shop, enjoy musical entertainment 
and have lunch at the Starving Artist Café. 
     Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday, February 22, 
and Saturday, February 23, and 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Sunday, February 24.

Hillcrest Church is located at 2000 West Road, La 
Habra Heights, near the border of Whittier. For more 
information, please call 562-947-3755.

F E AT U R E D  A RT I S T :

Kelly Bracamontes
Born in La Habra into a family of artists and creative thinkers, Kelly 

Bracamontes has been working in torn-paper collage for more than 30 
years. Among her many awards and recognitions, she was the 2016 
contemporary art winner at the Chaffey Community Museum of Art. 
Her works are included in the museum’s permanent collection. Two 
works are shown at the left, and another is on the cover of this issue.     

     Kelly attended Golden West College, Fullerton Junior College 
and Cal State Fullerton. She interned at The Edge Gallery in Fullerton 
and began entering local art shows. A member of the Southern 
California Collage Society, she serves on executive boards of La Habra 
and Whittier Art Associations. About her work, Kelly says: “I have 
continually done torn paper collage work throughout the years. My 
artwork is a combination of different styles and subject matter. I 
am constantly inspired by color combinations and creating striking 
compositions.” She also creates acrylic paintings on canvas.

      While serving on the Chino Hills Arts Committee, Kelly 
recruited local artists to exhibit their work at the Chino Hills 
Community Center. Since 2012, she has been exhibiting her collage 
work and paintings at the On A Mission gallery in Claremont, 
California, where she has built a loyal following of both U.S. and 
international collectors.                                                                                                               10



Hillcrest Festival of Fine Arts 
February 22, 23 & 24 at Hillcrest Church in La Habra Heights

F E AT U R E D  A RT I S T :

Nancy Enkoji

Continuing our 59-year tradition of sustaining fine arts and inspiring students and 
young artists, this year the Hillcrest Festival of Fine Arts is proud to introduce a new 
artist, Bianca Rice, who lives and paints in Ojai, California. She earned a master’s degree 
in fine arts from the University of San Francisco.

Bianca currently enjoys working with both oil and watercolor paints to create serene 
but powerful landscapes inspired by the beautiful natural environment that surrounds her 
home. Her technique is to work quickly with fluidity and conviction to create a sense of 
freedom while capturing the essence of her subject. 

For Whittier native Nancy Enkoji, artwork reflects 
everyday life, and everyday occurrences become themes 
for paintings. Gardens appear, and if it is the “Year of the 
Rabbit,” rabbits abound. Her work becomes 
a virtual visual journal of her likes, dislikes 
and current passions. 

Her alter ego is the Japanese geisha, and 
she often juxtaposes this figure with western 
life, in which geishas are often misunderstood. 
Instead of wearing traditional Japanese geta 
footwear, Nancy’s geishas may show up in 
cowboy boots and cowboy hats and carry 
lassos instead of fans. Such cultural interplay 
also appears in paintings in which Nancy’s 
favorite baseball players become samurai 
warriors swinging swords—but also carrying 
baseball mitts!

Nancy receives much joy from creatively 
intermingling her very modern western life- 
style with traditional and charming images 
from her own heritage. Nancy spends plenty 
of time laughing as she draws, paints and 
constructs her culturally rich works of art.

Nancy works in 
watercolor, acrylic, 

silkscreen and 
assembled sculptures.

Introducing a young new artist: Bianca Rice

11
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Origins of
Valentine’s Day

How the name of a Christian martyr 
came to symbolize romantic love

O n February 14, 
 millions of colorful cards 
with romantic messages will be 

exchanged, millions of pounds of candy will 
be eaten and millions of flower bouquets 
(mostly red roses) will be given all around 
the world. Spending will total billions of 
dollars. All of this will be done in the name 
of a Christian martyr and saint who was 
executed more than 1,700 years ago by 
pagan Romans and about whom we know 
little except his famous name: Valentine.

Actually, ancient records list no less 
than 11 Christian saints with the Latin 
name Valentinus, which derives from 
valens (strong, powerful); it was obviously a 
popular name. Three of these saints are even 
associated with the date February 14, and it 
is possible that various stories about them 
were amalgamated into the popular legend 
about the man now linked with a Roman 
Catholic holy day that eventually evolved 
into the secular holiday we celebrate today.

The legend of Valentine

Different versions of the Valentine legend 
exist, and scholars are still debating which 
parts of it might have actually occurred or 
not. Here are the basic elements of the story 
that has come down to us:

During the brief reign of Roman 
Emperor Claudius II (268-270 CE), there 
lived a Christian priest in Rome named 
Valentine. Claudius was attempting to raise 
a large army, but he was having difficulty, 
so he temporarily banned marriage on the 
assumption that young men would be more 
willing recruits if they weren’t attached to 
wives and families.

By 
Dan 
Stracner

                                       Valentine, however,  
                                secretly defied the imperial  
                      ban and continued to perform  
  Christian marriage ceremonies, for which 
he was eventually seized and imprisoned.

The pagan judge in charge of Valentine’s 
case began discussing religion with the 
priest and, after hearing about Jesus healing 
blind people, he decided to put Valentine 
to a test. The judge had an adopted blind 
daughter, and he brought her to Valentine 
and asked that her sight be restored. The 
priest laid hands on the child—in another 
version of the story, she is a young woman— 
and prayed. Suddenly, she was able to see. 
Convinced, the judge agreed to become a 
Christian and to be baptized along with his 
entire family and household.

When the emperor heard about these 
events, he summoned Valentine to his 
court and conversed with him over several 
days. He even seemed to like the priest. But 
when Valentine attempted to convert the 
ruler to Christianity, the emperor became 
angry. Living up to his nickname, “Claudius 
the Cruel,” he condemned Valentine to be 
tortured and beheaded. The execution was 
said to have occurred on February 14, 269.

In one version of the story, before 
Valentine was killed, he sent a note to the 
girl he had healed and signed it: “Your 
Valentine.” In the version of the story in 
which the healed person was a young 
woman, she and Valentine were said to 
have fallen in love, which adds romantic 
poignancy to his final note, reputed to be 
the first written valentine.

Many scholars regard this story as pious 

(albeit popular) fiction, and it is noteworthy 
that when Pope Gelasius declared Valentine 
a saint more than two centuries later in 496, 
he wrote that Valentine was among those 
“whose names are justly reverenced among 
men, but whose acts are known only to God.” 
(Christianity had become the official state 
religion of the Roman Empire in 380.)

The romantic connection

Some scholars have theorized that the 
underlying reason why the pope created a 
feast day for Valentine on February 14 was 
because he wanted a Christian holy day that 
would take the place of the annual pagan 
Roman festival of Lupercalia that began each 
February 15. Lupercalia included a fertility 
ritual involving small thongs, called februa, 
made from the skin of sacrificed animals—
which is how the month of February got its 
name. The festival was quite raucous and 
bawdy, and so the pope banned it.

Some English literature scholars 
maintain that the connection between 
Valentine and romantic love comes from 
a poem written in Middle English in 1382 
by Geoffrey Chaucer called “Parlement 
of Foules” (“Parliament of Fowls”). It 
contains this passage: “For this was seynt 
Voluntynys day / Whan euery byrd comyth 
there to chese his make” (“For this was saint 
Valentine’s day / When every bird comes 
there to choose his mate”). There was a 
tradition in England that birds began mating 
and nesting in late February, which is when 

Shrine to Saint 
Valentine in the 
Whitefriar Street 
Carmelite Church 
in Dublin, Ireland.

See’s Candy box of chocolates 
for Valentine’s Day.
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Valentine’s Day would have occurred in 
1382 since the Gregorian calendar that we 
use today was not introduced until 1582.

 Because so little is reliably known 
about Valentine, the Catholic Church 
removed his day from its general calendar 
of liturgical events in 1969 and left it up 
to local churches to decide whether or not 
to memorialize him. Despite being thus 
demoted, Valentine still remains one of 
the best-known and most popular saints. 
Numerous churches around the world claim 
to have relics of Saint Valentine, including 
a skull that is publicly displayed in Rome at 
the Basilica of Santa Maria in Cosmedin (see 
photo below).

The Whitefriar Street Carmelite Church 
in Dublin, Ireland, has a popular shrine 
containing purported relics of Saint 
Valentine, and the clergy there frequently 
bless engagements and marriages in the 
name of the saint (see photo on page 12).

Other churches that claim to have relics 
of the saint are located in Austria, the Czech 
Republic, France, Greece, Italy, Malta, 
Poland, Scotland and Spain.

Saint Valentine is also commemorated 

on February 14 by the worldwide Anglican 
Communion (including the U.S. Episcopal 
Church) and in the Lutheran Service Book.

The secular side of the story

The custom of sending valentine cards, 
flowers, candy (especially chocolate) and 
other gifts originated in Europe.

Early valentines were little more than 
handwritten notes containing brief verses 
professing love. By the beginning of the 
18th century, it was customary to decorate 
such notes with hand-drawn or painted 
hearts, birds and flowers. By the end of the 
century, “mechanical valentines” appeared 
in England; these were printed or engraved 
cards that were often still decorated by hand.

In the USA in 1847, Esther Howland 
started a business in Massachusetts that 
produced fancy, elaborately decorated 
valentines from paper, lace and ribbon 

Geoffrey Chaucer 
alluded to the 
connection 
between love 
and Saint 
Valentine in 
a poem in 1382.

(she was especially fond of cupids). 
Employing girls to assemble valentines 
under her direction, she sold each creation 
for $5, an exorbitant price at the time; 
nonetheless, she made $100,000 in her 
first year of business. Three decades later, 
she sold her company to George Whitney, 
who began using printing presses to mass-
produce less expensive valentines (as well as 
cards for Christmas and other holidays).

In England in 1868, the Cadbury 
company introduced heart-shaped boxes for 
valentine chocolates, and their holiday sales 
grew significantly. Other candy companies 
soon followed suit.

In 1901, the New England Confectionery 
Company (Necco) introduced tiny valentine 
candy hearts imprinted with messages 
such as “Be Mine” and “Kiss Me.” Known 
as “Conversation Hearts” and later as 
“Sweethearts,” these candies have become 
a valentine tradition. The messages today 
include modern updates like “LOL” and 
“Email Me.” Necco produces eight billion 
valentine hearts each year (see below).

Valentine card,  
      circa 1909.

Worldwide popularity

During the 20th century, Valentine’s 
Day customs from Europe and the USA 
spread to other parts of the world, and 
today the holiday is celebrated throughout 
Scandinavia, Latin America and much of 
Asia, including Singapore, China, Japan 
and South Korea. In fact, Singaporeans and 
South Koreans spend the most on valentine-
related gifts, as much as several hundred 
dollars per person each year.

The rise of the internet has created 
new methods of celebrating the holiday, 
including e-cards, love coupons and 
printable greeting cards. This year, more 
than 30 million e-valentines will likely be 
sent—but printed valentines are still more 
popular: about 200 million cards will be 
exchanged in the USA alone.

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

Shrine to Saint  
    Valentine in  
              Rome.

Cadbury 
was the first 
to use heart- 
shaped boxes.
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RAY DID IT 
AGAIN!

In 2018 in LHH my average days on 
market was 71, while out-of-area 

agents averaged 104 days!

20 40 60

DAYS ON MARKET (DOM)
80 100 1200

RAY FERNANDEZ
74 DAYS

ALL REALTORS
104 DAYS

2018 Average DOM
for a Single Family Home in La Habra Heights

DRE# 
01895143

... Another Stellar 
Year in LHH As 
The #1 Agent.
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SEPTIC SYSTEMS
Video Inspections • System Restoration

Septic Scrub • Enzyme Restoration
Greywater Systems • Pipe Bursting

Access Manholes • Pipe Lining

ALL PLUMBING REPAIRS...
Gas & Water Mains • Drain Stoppages

Water Heaters • Electronic Leak Detection

Carl Cole
Plumbing

714-507-8494
Serving Your Plumbing Needs Since 1973

Carl Cole
Plumbing

ALL PLUMBING REPAIRS
Gas & Water Mains • Drain Stoppages

Water Heaters • Electronic Leak Detection

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
Video Inspections • System Restoration

Septic Scrub • Enzyme Restoration
Greywater Systems • Pipe Bursting

Access Manholes • Pipe Lining

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
Video Inspections • System Restoration

Septic Scrub • Enzyme Restoration
Greywater Systems • Pipe Bursting

Access Manholes • Pipe Lining

ALL PLUMBING REPAIRS...
Gas & Water Mains • Drain Stoppages

Water Heaters • Electronic Leak Detection

Carl Cole
Plumbing

714-507-8494
Serving Your Plumbing Needs Since 1973

714-507-8494

Since 1973 License #
C-36941766

WILLIAMS
TREE SERVICE
P.O. Box 5557, Whittier, CA 90607-5557

Service since 

1 9 8 6 f r e e  e s t i m a t e s

Topping Removal
General Clean-ups

Firewood
Licensed

Residential

Trimming
Stump Grinding

Palms
Insured

Commercial
(562) 692-8677

wtreedude@aol.com  •  State License #941245 • Bonded

Call Greg Williams Fax: (562) 698-4085
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SEPTIC TANK PUMPING
Pump septic tanks every 3 years

(562) 941-2274
Serving You Since 1938

Family Owned and Operated

H.D. NOGLE & SONS

RV Storage
Inside & Outside

428 Berry Way, Brea, CA. 92821
(714) 990 6703

                (562) 587-7844
                  Mobile: (562) 587-7844

Show your Heights pride! “LHH Rural Living” license 
plate frames are available at City Hall for $10 each.

Landscaping & Contractors
Alpine Meadows

Water features • Veneer stone • Walls • Concrete • Pool decking
Pavers & walkways • Tree trimming • Softscape & hardscape • Hillside cleaning

Call John at  562 - 4 8 4 -1910  •  License # 1009083

FIDO
Come Home

To report a lost or found pet:

562-694-8090
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QUALITY • PROFESSIONAL • EFFICIENT • CLEAN
NEW CONSTRUCTION  /  REMODELING
COMMERCIAL TENANT IMPROVEMENT

Bob Harrison
O: (714) 990-6700
C: (562) 755-1705
F: (714) 990-6702
E: rwhconst@aol.com

428 Berry Way •  Brea, CA 92821
www.rwhconstructioninc.com

THE HONEY DO LIST GUY
DO YOU HAVE UNFINISHED PROJECTS

CALL BOB  Lic.# 442893 & Ins. Contractor 

562-755-1705 Heights Resident 11 yr. 

Sales • Refinances • Commercial Properties
Debbie Dudley, Owner/Certified Senior Escrow Officer

410 W. Whittier Blvd., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562-265-3127 • 626-912-1651 • debbie@mercuryescrow.com

Fire Prevention

(310) 343-1154

Weed/Brush Clearance for Fire Regulation
Tree Work • Stump Removal • Hauling • Landscaping

25 Years Experience

Harmon    Plumbing
562-943-4399
714-870-9957

CALL US FOR ALL OF YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS
Since 1979 LIC. C36-420539

Tile, Brick, Coping, Decking
Robert J. Morales

Swimming Pool Plastering
“Specializing in Reconstruction”

Lic.# 372604
LHH Resident Cell (562) 335-1799

JOHN HEINL
PLUMBING Inc.

(562)691-8356   Lic#410582   (714)257-1222
"over 30 years in the business"Heights resident

(714)821-1564

LINDA PIEQUET • HAIRDRESSER
Serving La Habra & La Habra Heights since 1976

(562) 697-2211

Hinkle
T R E E  S E R V I C E

Tree trimming•Cleanup•Firewood

714•749•3488
Serving La Habra Heights since 1980

Carl Cole Plumbing
ALL PLUMBING REPAIRS  • SEPTIC SYSTEMS

714-507-8494 L# C-36941766Since 1973
Amanda McDermott, Certified Trainer and LHH Resident

trainingwithamanda.com  •  562.965.7674

PERSONAL TRAINING
WEIGHT LOSS   •  IMPROVED HEALTH   •  BETTER PERFORMANCE

Tree trimming•Landscape •Cleanup

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
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Heights Life  ADVERTISING RATES
For-profit business and private-party ads 6 issues         11 issues
1” line ad: black & white (3.75”W x 1”H)  $      93.50          $   165.00

1” line ad: color (3.75”W x 1”H)   $    100.00          $   175.00

2” business card ad: black & white (3.75”W x 2”H)  $    396.00         $    660.00

2” business card ad: color (3.75”W x 2”H)  $    506.00         $    770.00

1/4-page ad: black & white (3.75”W x 5”H)  $    660.00         $1,100.00

1/4-page ad: color (3.75”W x 5”H)   $    880.00         $1,512.50

1/2-page ad: color (7.5”W x 5”H)   $ 1,210.00         $2,200.00

Full-page ad: color (bleed: 8.625”W x 11.125”H)*   $1,760.00         $3,300.00

Full-page ad: color (non-bleed: 7.5”W x 10”H)  $1,760.00         $3,300.00

Paid non-profit 501(c)(3) ads (space guaranteed) 
1/4-page ad: black & white (3.75”W x 5”H)  $    330.00         $    550.00

1/4-page ad: color (3.75”W x 5”H)   $    440.00         $    770.00

1/2-page ad: color (7.5”W x 5”H)   $    660.00         $1,100.00

Free non-profit 501(c)(3) ads   Based on space available.

One-time ad
1/4-page ad: color (3.75”W x 5”H)   $    165.00

1/2-page ad: color (7.5”W x 5”H)   $    220.00

Digital ad artwork must be in JPEG, TIFF or PDF format at 300 DPI 
resolution or higher in actual ad size. For bleed ads, see measurements 
above. Do not send ad files embedded in Microsoft Word or Excel 
documents. Heights Life is not responsible for poor-quality reproduction 
from low-resolution or out-of-focus files or for incorrectly-sized bleed ads. 

• Although we prefer digital files, we can scan good-quality camera-ready 
art. All typography and line art should be clean and sharp. If the ad includes 
photographs or pictures of half-toned images, they should be sharply 
focused and properly exposed. Heights Life is not responsible for the quality 
of photographic reproduction.

• Payment for each ad or ad cancellation must be received by the deadline 
date for ad artwork, which is the 10th of the month prior to the issue date 
(e.g., ad artwork and payment for the March issue are due February 10).

* Text or photos that you do not want cut off must be within the 8.25”W x 
10.75”H “live” area. For bleed ads, include 1/8-inch (.125-inch) bleed areas 
and trim marks.

ADVERTISING POLICY:  La Habra Heights Improvement Association 
(LHHIA) reserves the right to accept or reject advertising for Heights 
Life and to delete objectionable words and phrases. Submission of an 
advertisement to Heights Life does not constitute a commitment by LHHIA 
to publish the advertisement. Publication of an advertisement does not 
constitute an agreement for continued publication. Heights Life and LHHIA 
will not be liable for failure to publish an advertisement as requested or 
for more than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. Heights Life 
and LHHIA liability shall be limited to an adjustment for the cost of the 
space occupied by any error, with maximum liability being cancellation of 
the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or republication of the correct 
advertisement. Under no circumstances shall Heights Life or LHHIA be 
liable for consequential damage of any kind. The editors of Heights Life 
attempt to screen advertisers carefully, but we are neither responsible for 
nor liable for the performance or non-performance of advertisers. If you 
have compliments or complaints involving advertisers, please contact 
LHHIA. For more information, please call Monica Gunns at 714-412-2667. 

Make checks payable to LHHIA and mail to: LHHIA, P.O. Box 241, La Habra, 
CA  90631. Advertising Co-directors: Monica Gunns and Carolyn Boehringer. 

Quality Service Since 1958

(800) 238-5558
(562) 646-1222
www.laplumber.com

Heights Resident

Each year the Los Compadres Club of La Habra Heights 
awards scholarships to graduating seniors living in La Habra 
Heights. To be considered, students must have maintained a 
3.5 GPA throughout their high school years and participated 
in school and community activities. Selected students 
will receive a scholarship cash grant and a Certificate of 
Excellence at the Los Compadres Awards Banquet in May.

Qualified students may request an application from Los 
Compadres by contacting Brad Cooke at 562-694-4949 or 
emailing brad@gbcookeinc.com. 

Completed applications must be submitted by Friday, 
March 15, 2019.

Los Compadres High School 
Senior Student Awards

Application deadline: March 15, 2019

Dominique Montes (15) • 562-587-7027 – CPR and first 
aid-certified for child care. Animal sitting, feeding, cleaning and 
general care; dog walking; watering plants, etc. 
Joseph Montes (18) • 714-353-8802 – CPR and first aid-
certified for child care. Animal sitting, feeding, cleaning and 
general care; dog walking; watering plants, etc.
Lindsey Potter (17) • 562-383-8668  – Babysitting and 
animal tending. 
Members of the La Habra Heights Improvement Association may run notices 
in the Youth Employment Roster for free.

Pam McVicar: (562) 690-1563, youthlhhia@gmail.com
Youth Employment Roster
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EmErgEncy & city numbErs

La Habra HEigHts city counciL

community sErvicE opportunitiEs

EMERGENCY ........................................................911
City Hall: www.lhhcity.org........................................562-694-6302
Sheriff’s Department (Industry Station)...........626-330-3322
Ranger Services..........................................................562-698-1446
Fire Department (non-emergency)..........................562-694-8283
La Habra Heights County Water District........562-697-6769
Los Angeles County Animal Control.................562-940-6898
Fido Come Home (report lost and found pets)..........562-694-8090
Republic Waste Services..........................................800-700-8610

Brian Bergman..........562-690-5047........Briansbergman@hotmail.com
Roy Francis................562-697-0944........Royfrancis73@yahoo.com
Carey Klingfus...........562-697-2561..........carey@AELinspector.com
Jane Williams............562-697-5473.........jwilliams90631@gmail.com 
Norm Zezula..............562-697-9914........normzezulaLhh@gmail.com

sheriff report

   December 2018
Advanced life support (ALS) calls: 15 (9 in LHH, 6 in LA County), Basic life 
support (BLS) calls: 17, Public assist (PA): 2, Fire calls: 4, Traffic collisions: 4. 
(2018 totals: ALS: 223, BLS: 221, PA: 56, Fire: 83, Traffic: 48; 2018 Total: 631.)       

Total Incidents: 42

© Copyright La Habra Heights Improvement Association, 2019

LHH Fire Report

PRESORTED STD

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

Anaheim, CA
Permit No. 1351

P.O. Box 241
La Habra, CA 90631

LHHIA BOARD  of DIRECTORS
www.lhhia.com

Jane Noltensmeier, President (LHHIAPresident@gmail.com)...714-932-2403 
Romalyn Litchfield, Treasurer........................................................... 562-697-6264
Lynn Kelley, Secretary (lynnkelley91@gmail.com)
Pam McVicar, Membership (Memberlhhia@gmail.com)......... 562-690-1563
                   and Youth Employment Roster (youthlhhia@gmail.com)
Catherine Richert (catherinerichert@aol.com).......................... 562-697-0962
Dominick DiMario........................................................................ 562-947-7547
Michelle Saldivar............................................................................. 562-902-0125
Rick Brooks (plumeriafarmer@gmail.com)

Heights Life : heightslifeeditor@gmail.com

Editors: Dan & Barbara Stracner.......................................................... 310-614-6878 
Advertising: Carolyn Boehringer.................................................... 310-849-4582
Advertising: Monica Gunns............................................................. 714-412-2667

Music in The Park : musiclhhia@gmail.com

Jennifer Jones, Music in The Park Chairperson...............................562-690-6193

 community EvEnt caLEndar

December 2018
Residence burglary: 1, Grand theft vehicle: 1, Forgery: 1, Non-aggravated 
assault: 2, Drunk: 1, Vehicle/boating laws: 4, Vehicle burglary: 1, 
Miscellaneous: 1, Petty theft: 4, Accidents, traffic (vehicle or boat): 2, 
Vehicle/boat & other non-criminal: 1. 

Total Incidents: 19

Feb. 10   Highland Riders Horse Show: The Park: 8:30 a.m. (see page 7).
Feb 11    City Council meeting: 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.
Feb 14    Happy Valentine’s Day! (See page 12.)
Feb. 22-24   59th Annual Hillcrest Festival of Fine Arts at Hillcrest    
                      Church (see pages 10 & 11 for details).
Feb. 25   Roads Advisory Committee meeting: 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.
Feb. 26   Planning Commission meeting: 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.

S A V E  T H E S E  D A T E S :

Mar. 9    Highland Riders Pancake Breakfast, Tack Swap & Sale: 
                 8:30 a.m. at The Park gymnasium (see page 7).
Mar. 17  Highland Riders Horse Show: The Park: 8:30 a.m. (see page 7).
Apr. 13   LHHIA Easter Egg Hunt at The Park: 10 a.m. (see page 4)

Boy Scout Troop 883 • call Brian Freeman at 562-743-1973
Boy Scout Troop 1814 • 951-538-8377 or cookmaster251@yahoo.com
Boys and Girls Club • 562-694-1805 • www.ourchildrensfuture.org
Habitat Authority • habitatauthority.org/waystohelp
Meals on Wheels • 562-383-4221 • www.LaHabraMealsonWheels.org

La Habra Heights Improvement Association is a 501(c)(3) 
volunteer organization (Tax ID# 95-2455456) that receives no funding 
from the City of La Habra Heights—so we rely on your annual dues 
and other donations to pay for our many community events and 
projects. Annual membership dues are:

• Regular: $35

• Bronze: $75

• Silver: $100

• Gold: $250

• Platinum: $500+

Pay online at www.lhhia.com or mail your check (made payable 
to LHHIA) to: LHHIA, P.O. Box 241, La Habra, CA 90631.

 Become a member


