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THIS summer IS THE NEw SpRING FOR REAL ESTATE
With stay-at-home orders lifting, data indicates homebuyers are jumping back into the market. After many families put their 
plans on hold due to the COVID-19 pandemic, what we once called the busy spring real estate season is shifting into the 

summer. In 2020, summer is the new spring for real estate.

What’s the OppOrtunity fOr Buyers?
Another reason buyers are coming back to the market, even with forced unemployment and stay-at-home orders, is historically low 
mortgage rates. With rates at such low levels and the state reopening, there’s more incentive than ever to buy a home this summer.

What’s the OppOrtunity fOr sellers?
More people are now putting their houses up for sale this month as compared to last month, but current inventory is still well 
below last year’s level. If you’re thinking of selling your home, now may be your best opportunity. This is the time for your 

house to stand out from the crowd. Buyers are looking, and your house may be at the top of their list.

BOttOm line
If you’re thinking of selling, many buyers are be eager to find a home just like yours. Call me today to get a marketing plan 

specific to your home and your needs. I’m here to help.

THe mArKeT HAs HeATeD uP

1863 Le FLore, LH Heights

FOR SALE

1633 Coban Rd, LH Heights

FOR SALE

431 Avocado Crest, LH Heights

JUST SOLD

945 Avocado Crest, LH Heights

JUST SOLD



3

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  P E N

We hope you and your family are healthy and safe at home. 
Disruptions to all our lives caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic have reminded us at La Habra Heights 

Improvement Association of the importance of community and 
the ways in which we rely on and care for each other.

We were very disappointed that we had to cancel our Easter 
Egg Hunt and Music in The Park concerts, and we hope to 
resume our normal events schedule as soon as the public health 
situation permits. Meanwhile, LHHIA is still busy working in our 
community and publishing Heights Life to bring you updates from 
the city and interesting stories about our neighbors and this very 
special place we call home. Your membership dues are essential for 
us to publish 11 issues of Heights Life each year.

Please join LHHIA or renew your membership!
We invite you to become a member of LHHIA or to renew your 

membership. LHHIA is an all-volunteer, independent 501 (c)(3) 
charitable organization that is eligible to receive tax-deductible 
donations in accordance with IRS Section 170. LHHIA is not part 
of the City of La Habra Heights and receives no city funding. We 
rely solely on the support of our members and sponsors to help 
pay for the following: 

• Heights Life magazine: Spotlights 
residents and community events and 
publishes articles pertinent to our local 
lifestyle. Your dues help offset publishing 
and mailing costs.

• Music in The Park summer concerts: 
From mid-June through mid-August each 
year, we hold Music in the Park concerts 
on Wednesday evenings. Thanks to our 
members and sponsors, we provide an 
entertaining opportunity for our community to gather and enjoy 
good company and great music. We hope you’ll be able to join us 
at The Park for our 2021 concerts.

• Easter Egg Hunt: Held annually at The Park, 
this event features egg hunts for three different age 
groups, free pony rides, a petting zoo, face painting 
and, of course, photos with the Easter bunny. 

• Halloween Haunt: In October, we transform 
the gym at The Park into “La Haunted Heights” 
so that kids can enjoy a fun, safe Halloween 
with our trick-or-treat alley, games, events and 
refreshments. Please bring your children or 
grandchildren for a spooktacular evening!  

• Morning With Santa: Each December, 
we start celebrating the Christmas season 
in La Habra Heights with Morning With 
Santa, featuring photos with Santa Claus and 
holiday crafts, games, music and goodies. 
Bring the whole family for a morning of 
holiday fun!

                                                                —Pam McVicar
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Cover:  James Montgomery Flagg’s iconic “Uncle Sam” helped recruit U.S. 
troops for World War I. We’ve adapted the famous image as a reminder to 
stay safe on July 4th by not using fireworks in the Heights (see page 5) and 
also to keep observing the CDC’s COVID-19 guidelines (see page 13).

• Special programs: LHHIA sponsors 
Welcome Wagon and our annual Photo 
Contest. We also organize and fund 
improvements at The Park, such as recently 
painting the gazebo and fences and 
upgrading the horse arena sound system.

LHHIA membership levels 
Regular LHHIA membership is $35 per year. Please consider a 

Premium Membership: $75 (Bronze), $100 (Silver), $250 (Gold) 
and $500 or more (Platinum). We sincerely thank our many 
Premium Members, who are recognized in Heights Life (see below). 
Their financial support is a crucial part of our annual budget. 

With your financial support and the help of our many much-
appreciated volunteers, LHHIA will continue providing ways for 
our community to come together. We welcome you to get more 
involved in our events and activities. Just e-mail memberLHHIA@
gmail.com or contact any of our board members listed on the back 
of Heights Life. 

You’ll soon be receiving a letter from LHHIA—please join or 
renew your membership by mailing your check in the envelope 
you’ll receive. You can also pay online at lhhia.com.

We thank these new Premium Members 
Those listed below became LHHIA Premium Members after 

we published our last list in Heights Life. We thank them for their 
support and generosity!      

Kent & Dorothy Roberts

Abdul & Soumayah Alaama, Eva Chan, Robert 
& Crista Cooper, Silvestre & Esperanza Cortez, 
Castula De La Rocha, James & Shirley Farley, 

Sharon Schneider

Eileen & Walter Patterson
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MAY  R’S CORNER

A brush fire started in Hacienda Heights at about 
 8:20 p.m. on June 9 and burned up over the hilltop near  
   the microwave tower into our city. Approximately six 

acres burned, and no homes were endangered. This event, which 
is being called the Colima Fire, is being investigated as possible 
arson caused by fireworks.

As I watched from the east 
Heights, the fire came up over 
the ridgeline and spread out. 
It was near the power lines 
and difficult to defend. Luckily, 
the strong Santa Ana winds we 
had experienced during the day had subsided.

Thanks to a massive response of ground fire crews, rigs and 
water-dropping helicopters, the fire was contained within an 
hour—which shows why our Mutual Aid agreements with other 
fire agencies are so vital. The La Habra Heights Fire Department 
and other first-responders did a great job.

This fire, so close to our homes, literally shouts out the 
importance of our brush clearance requirements (see the 
bottom of page 5). We have a hardworking Fire Marshall, Robert 
Montaghami, and over the last few years, we have upgraded our 
clearance requirements, inspection procedures and monitoring. 
Only you, the residents, through hard work and diligence, 
can reduce the fire threat to our community by clearing your 
properties. If you see another’s property that is not cleared, report 
it to the Fire Marshall by phone at 562-694-8283 or email at 
RMontaghami@LhhCity.org.

All fireworks are illegal in La Habra Heights!
On July 4 last year, there was literally an unauthorized 

fireworks show on our border with La Habra off of Euclid and 
Hiatt. The city received a lot of input from concerned citizens, 
and we have amended our Municipal Code to increase the 
monetary penalty for each fireworks incident. La Habra Heights 
Ordinance 4.4.10 et. seq., which outlaws all fireworks, subjects 
a violator to a potential fine of $3,000 (see the top of page 5). 

Please immediately report the use of any fireworks by calling 
the Fire Department at 562-694-8283. City staff will be out in 
force patrolling the Heights on July 4, 2020!

Monthly increase in trash fees
State legislation mandating composting of our greenwaste 

has triggered a minimum $4.45 monthly increase in trash fees. 
This is not news I am happy to share, but at least you have some 
warning and an explanation.

Effective January 2020, state changes in greenwaste recycling 
requirements (SB1594) disallowed credit for greenwaste used 

Big fire June 9 on our city’s border

                                                                —Brian Bergman

as alternate groundcover 
at landfills and required 
a certain percentage of 
total greenwaste hauled 
out of any city to be 
actually composted, which, 
unfortunately, involves extra 
expense. A city would be 
subject to penalties if it failed to achieve the required percentage. 
Based on the current cost of composting all greenwaste taken 
from our city, the increased cost was calculated to be $4.45 per 
Heights residence per month based on one greenwaste container.

Since September 2019, the La Habra Heights City Council 
has held numerous public meetings in an effort to resolve this 
issue. Councilmembers Carey Klingfus and Norm Zezula formed 
a subcommittee to meet with Republic Services and confer 
with state authorities at Cal Recycle to explore solutions. They 
requested and were given additional time, but never came up 
with a workable alternative proposal.

Meanwhile, the costs of the ongoing composting have been 
accumulating and, unfortunately, residents will be billed for the 
past months in addition to the ongoing increase. In June, on a 
split vote, the La Habra Heights City Council passed a resolution 
raising the homeowner fee retroactive to January 2020. There 
is a potential that the fee could be reduced by approximately $1 
per household if the subcommittee continues its meetings and 
presents a workable solution that would involve sending some 
portion of the total city’s greenwaste directly to the landfill rather 
than the composting facility.

Unlawful ‘party house’ on Fullerton Road
A non-resident owner leased his house out for an extremely 

large party event on 
Memorial Day evening, 
resulting in cars being 
parked up and down 
Fullerton Road near the 
East Road intersection, 
loud sustained music and 
well over one hundred 
attendees in violation of 
city and state ordinances. Needless to say, neighbors called in 
to complain about the noise, and four Sheriff patrol vehicles 
and a helicopter responded. A second smaller event, still noisy, 
occurred the next evening.

Ours is a residential community, and multiple state and local 
laws prohibit noise, nuisance, unlawful assembly, illegal parking 
and other related activities. Our City Ordinance, Section 8.7.50F, 
may require that, in addition to penalties, the owner reimburse 
the City of La Habra Heights for law enforcement and other costs 
if a second event occurs within six months.
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“Wildfire season doesn’t care about the coronavirus—it’s a year-round danger. 
This year it’s even more urgent that we stay ‘safer at home’ not only by preventing 
the spead of COVID-19, but also by clearing brush to prevent wildfires in La Habra 
Heights. We should all take advantage of this stay-at-home period to clear our 
properties of fire hazards.”  – Fire Marshall Robert Montaghami, LHH Fire Department

562-694-8283

Don’t let it happen in the Heights!

All fireworks are illegal 
in La Habra Heights!

See the Mayor’s 
comments on 
the facing 
page. We 
already 
had quite 
a close 
call June 9! 
Keep the 
Heights safe! Report violations by calling

562-694-8283

Violators could be fined up to $3,000.

Report uncleared brush 
and other fire hazards to: 

5
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HHaciendaacienda G Golfolf C Clublub
O P E N  F O R  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

MARKETPLACE TO-GO: a pick-up food and beverage service providing ready-to-eat hot meals, 
prepackaged heat-and-eat family-style meals, handmade pizzas—and more. . .

Available Wednesday – Sunday. Order until 5:30 p.m. 

O R D E R  O N L I N E  A T :

HaciendaGolfClub.com/Marketplace

HAPPYHAPPY
JULY 4THJULY 4TH
FromFrom  La Habra Heights La Habra Heights 

Improvement AssociationImprovement Association
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Complete tree 
& landscape 
services

State License

748668

California Arborist provides comprehensive tree and landscape   
 care, including these key services:

  • Tree health assessment & maintenance

  • Tree planting, trimming & removal

  • Irrigation installation & repairs

  • Brush clearance & fire prevention

  • Landscape design & development

  • High-risk & emergency services

  We operate a modern, well-equipped fleet of trucks manned by 
trained, experienced specialists. Call us today at:

562 •698 •3280

Fire danger this year is especially 
high! Call California Arborist for 
tree trimming, brush clearance and 
weed abatement.



IN LA HABRA HEIGHTS

THE USA CENSUS 2020 IS UNDERWAY, and households across the United States are responding every day. However, 
because of the COVID-19 outbreak, the U.S. Census Bureau is extending its timelines to protect the health and safety 
of the American public and employees of the U.S. Census Bureau and to ensure a complete and accurate count of all 

communities. 

Under the adjusted 2020 Census operational plan, data collection via online, phone and mailed self-responses will 
continue through October 31. All in-person activities, including enumeration, office work and data processing activities, will 
incorporate the most current health and safety guidance from authorities.

For periodic updates and other information, please visit 2020census.gov. You may also call the City of La Habra Heights 
staff at 562-694-6302. 

Annual LHHIA Photo Contest
Because of the pandemic, 

deadline extended to

July 31
• To enter, you must be a member of La  
      Habra Heights Improvement Association.

• Enter up to three photos as either high- 
      resolution digital files or prints.

• Email high-resolution digital entries to  
      lhhiaphotocontest@gmail.com.

• Mail prints up to 8.5 x 11 inches to LHHIA,  
      P.O. Box 241, La Habra, CA 90631.

  First prize: $100
  Second prize: $50
  Third prize: $25
• By entering, you agree to allow your images  
      to be published or displayed, without any  
      fee  or other form of compensation, in Heights  
       Life, on the LHHIA website and at La Habra  
      Heights public events.

• All published photographs  will include a  
      photo credit. Photos must be the original  
      work of the photographer who enters.

• See Official Rules at lhhia.com. By  
      entering, you agree to abide by these rules.

Send your entries!

9



Congratulations, LHH graduates!Congratulations, LHH graduates!
Vanessa Alarcon

Vanessa graduated from 
Cornelia Connelly School, 
where she was a member 
of the Spanish Honor 
Society, National Honor 
Society, ASB student 
government, honor roll, 
yearbook, cross country, 
Geek Squad and California 
Scholarship Federation. 
She won several medals 
in synchronized skating. 
She has volunteered many hours in serving the 
community. Vanessa will attend Chapman University.

10

Los Compadres Scholarship

Garrett Barber
Garrett graduated 
from La Habra 
High School. He 
was captain of 
the undefeated 
varsity water polo 
championship 
team and was recognized as First Team and a scholar- 
athlete. He was a cast member in Tyrone Wells Dance 
Experience and “Matilda.” A member of National 
Honor Society and Heritage Honors Program, he was 
yearbook design editor and a student in the Forensics 
Police and Fire Academy. He will study computer 
graphics at Fullerton College and play water polo.

Lana Baroldi
Lana graduated from 8th 
grade at Rancho Starbuck 
Intermediate School. As 
an honor student, she 
was named a Top 100 
student and a member 
of the National Junior 
Honor Society. She will 
be attending Sonora High 
School and participating in 
the school’s  International 
Baccalaureate and Junior 
ROTC programs. A member of Highland Riders, she is 
also a competitive soccer player on a club team.

Owen Downs
Owen graduated from La 
Habra High School with 
honors in the German 
language program, in 
which he participated 
for four years. He was 
in the Forensics Police 
and Fire Academy and 
the Emergency Medical 
Technician programs. 
He played basketball his 
freshman year and football 
his sophomore year. Owen will attend Fullerton 
College in the fall to begin studies in the medical field.

Elyse Hess
Elyse graduated from 8th 
grade at Rancho Starbuck 
Intermediate School, to 
which she transferred 
from Yorba Linda Middle 
School in January. Elyse 
finished the year with an 
“A” in every course. She 
will start as a freshman 
this fall at Sonora High 
School in the International 
Baccalaureate program. 
Elyse is an avid artist and plans to take classes in 
graphic design. 

Michael Krynen
Michael graduated from 
La Habra High School: 
AP Scholar with honors, 
Top 25 student and LHHS 
scholar-athlete all four 
years. Memberships: AP 
Heritage ( four years), 
California Scholarship 
Federation, National Honor 
Society, National Society 
of High School Scholars. varsity letter in swimming, JV 
water polo team captain, Amgen Biotech Experience 
Program intern. He will attend Cal Poly, Pomona, to 
major in environmental biology.

Los Compadres Scholarship

Ellison Gonzales
Ellison graduated from 
Mater Dei High School, 
where she was on the 
Principal’s Honor Roll and 
captain of Mater Dei girls’ 
lacrosse team. She is a 
member of National Honor 
Society and California 
Scholarship Federation. 
Ellison will attend the 
University of California, 
Los Angeles, where she will 
major in biology as her first step toward her goal of 
becoming a veterinarian. 

Los Compadres Scholarship

From La Habra Heights Improvement Association and the entire Heights community

Jennae Loomis
Jennae graduated from 
Sonora High School, where 
she was a scholar-athlete 
as a member of the water 
polo and swim teams and 
a member of California 
Scholarship Federation, 
National Honor Society, 
Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, Bible Club and 
Evangelism Club. Jennae 
will attend Biola University 
and pursue a bachelor’s degree in studio arts.

Los Compadres ScholarshipLos Compadres Scholarship

Joleen Corona
Joleen graduated from 
Whittier Christian High 
School, where she was a 
scholar-athlete and First 
Team All-CIF (California 
Interscholastic Federation)
player in basketball. Joleen 
will play basketball for 
Fresno Pacific University 
in the coming season, and 
she plans to study business 
management and sports management in preparation 
for an athletics-related career. 

Los Compadres Scholarship



Congratulations, LHH graduates!Congratulations, LHH graduates!
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Andy Mason
Andy graduated from Troy
High School (Fullerton) as 
a National Merit Scholar 
and scholar-athlete in 
cross country. Eagle Scout 
in Troop 97 (Fullerton), 
Order of the Arrow - Crow 
Chapter Chief, Founder of 
Troy Catholic Club, State 
and Regional CyberPatriot 
Competitor. Andy will 
attend Carnegie Mellon 
University (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania), where he plans 
to major in computer science.

Emma Mason
Emma graduated from 
Primanti Montessori 
Academy (Whittier). She 
is a member of American 
Heritage Girls Troop 1565, 
and she was invited to 
attend the 7th-10th grade 
class at The Art House (La 
Habra). She is a volunteer 
for the Children’s Reading 
Program at Whittier Public 
Library. Emma will attend 
Troy High School (Fullerton) as a student in the Troy 
Tech Program.

Los Compadres Scholarship

Alexa Moreno
Alexa graduated from 
California State University, 
Channel Islands, with a 
B.A. degree in studio art 
and minor in business 
management. A member 
of soccer club, bike club 
and endurance club, she 
participated and placed 
in several marathons and 
triathlons. She studied 
abroad for a year at the 
Accademia de Bella Arti di Firenze in Florence, Italy, 
and visited 18 countries.

Marilyn Parminter
Marilyn graduated from 
the University of California, 
Davis, with a B.S. degree in 
neurobiology, physiology 
and behavior. She played 
on the UC Davis club 
basketball team for four 
years, including winning 
regional championships  
in February 2020. She 
received the 2019-20 
Community Service Award. 
Marilyn is planning to attend physician assistant 
(PA) school and enter the medical field.

Korinne Young
Korinne graduated 
from Troy High School 
(Fullerton) and its Troy 
Tech Program. She was 
active in orchestra and 
theatre. She enjoyed 
bonding with friends and 
teachers and volunteering 
at St. Jude’s Hospital and 
her church, Evergreen 
SGV. A Los Compadres 
Scholarship winner, in the 
fall she will attend Coe College, a private liberal arts 
school in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

Los Compadres Scholarship

Allison Pillman
Allison graduated from the  
University of California, 
Irvine, with a B.S. degree in 
public health sciences. She 
was in the Kappa Alpha 
Theta Sorority, in which 
she served as th HR 
director. Allison is now 
working as a chiropractic 
assistant at a clinic, and 
she is a Legacy Leader 
in the American Heart 
Association. She plans to 
pursue a career in nursing. 

Katya Wang
Katya graduated from 
Sunny Hills High School 
(Fullerton) as a candidate 
for an International 
Baccalaureate diploma. 
She ran track and field, 
was president of the 
Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, a National 
Hispanic Scholar, 
and a member of the 
National Honor Society, 
Junior Statesmen of America, Life Hacks and Future 
Teachers. Katya will study economics and business at 
Pepperdine University.

Los Compadres ScholarshipLos Compadres Scholarship

From La Habra Heights Improvement Association and the entire Heights community
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Garden PlotGarden Plot By Beverley LepakBy Beverley Lepak
Horticulturist & Horticulturist & 
Landscape ConsultantLandscape Consultant

CC
orn is high and melons are getting plump! It’s time to start harvesting some of your 
summer bounty and get those grills ready. Serve up corn on the cob, fresh fruit pies, 
melons, pesto and spicy salsa! Since the kids are stuck at home because of the pandemic, 
keep them busy with summer garden activities. For the July 4th holiday, add a timely 

patriotic touch by planting some red petunias, white alyssum and blue lobelias (see photos above).
We already experienced record-breaking heat in June, and the weather in our area this summer 

will likely get even hotter—and muggy if monsoons creep in with a stray thunderstorm or two. 
Dry lighting can strike and ignite fires, so keep up on all brush clearance and clean up along the 
roadsides to help prevent combustion (see page 5). Keep yourself safe, too, by wearing sunscreen 
and a hat when you’re outdoors and by staying well-hydrated. Do your gardening early in the 
morning or in the evening. Pesky mosquitos will be out and about, so have some repellent handy.

Summer vegetables & herbsSummer vegetables & herbs—It’s a good time to sow seeds of snapbeans, beets, 
carrots, corn, eggplant, peppers, okra, tomatillos and late-season tomatoes. Cucurbits—melons, 
cucumbers, pumpkins and squash—can be planted early in July. Vines may appear to wilt in very 
hot weather, which is a natural reaction to heat. But don’t water them in midday sun—it could 
cause rot! Reduce wilting by watering vines early in the morning and covering them with shade 
cloth. If you see moldy spots on the leaves, it may be fungus that will spread quicker if exposed to 
moisture, so try not to get water on leaves.

Could the herb garden use more flavorful plants? Basil germinates quickly from seed, and 
there are many different varieties to try, including large-leaf types like lettuce leaf, Napolitano and 
mammoth. For smaller and spicy leaves, try clove, cinnamon, Greek, Genoa and sweet basil. Purple 
ruffles are fun and easy to grow, too, and they’ll add some spice to salads. When growing basil, 
pinch off flower spikes to produce more leaves. 

Other summertime herbs to sow or plant are Roman chamomile, cilantro, chives, dill, French 
tarragon, lavender, oregano, rosemary, sage, thyme and summer savory. If you have shady areas 
available for herbs, try ginger and sorrel. It’s a good time for mint, too, but keep it in pots on a solid 
surface, because the roots will travel.

Summer bloomsSummer blooms—Plant plenty of annual flowers to attract pollinators and feed hungry 
butterflies and hummingbirds: aster, ageratum, celosia, calendula, cosmos, flowering sage, petunia, 
portulaca, sunflowers and zinnia. 

Shade seekers: Adding color in a shady area can brighten things up a bit. Long-lasting 
bromeliads add a tropical touch. Brightly colored, leaved plants are fun additions: caladium, 
coleus and polka-dot plant. Try shade-loving flowers, too. Begonias come in many forms other 
than the familiar bedding type—plant angel wing, tuberous, rex and many more! Impatiens are 
another good choice that will last all summer long.

Deeply water all large landscape trees and shrubs once a month and keep a regular irrigation 
schedule for fruit trees, lawns and smaller plants. 

Some California native plants don’t need any water at all and will go “summer dormant.” They 
may lose leaves and look dry and brittle. Don’t worry, that’s how they’re supposed to look at this 
time of year. Leave them alone and resume watering in the early fall. (If you’d like to know more 
about them, visit the California Native Plant Society website at cnps.org.)

LobeliasPetuniasPetunias AlyssumAlyssum

CornCorn

TomatillosTomatillos

CucumbersCucumbers

Bell peppersBell peppers
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 DEVELOP YOUR PLAN
DETERMINE WHAT NEEDS TO BE CLEANED. 
Areas unoccupied for 7 or more days need 
only routine cleaning. Maintain existing 
cleaning practices for outdoor areas.

DETERMINE HOW AREAS WILL BE 
DISINFECTED. Consider the type of surface 
and how often the surface is touched. 
Prioritize disinfecting frequently touched 
surfaces.  

CONSIDER THE RESOURCES AND 
EQUIPMENT NEEDED. Keep in mind the 
availability of cleaning products and personal 
protective equipment (PPE) appropriate for 
cleaners and disinfectants.

1  IMPLEMENT 
CLEAN VISIBLY DIRTY SURFACES 
WITH SOAP AND WATER prior to 
disinfection.

USE THE APPROPRIATE CLEANING 
OR DISINFECTANT PRODUCT. Use 
an EPA-approved disinfectant against 
COVID-19, and read the label to make 
sure it meets your needs. 

ALWAYS FOLLOW THE DIRECTIONS 
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Cleaning with soap and water removes germs, 
dirt and impurities from surfaces, lowering the 
risk of spreading coronavirus infection.

Disinfecting after cleaning kills germs and 
viruses on surfaces and further lowers the 
the risk of spreading infection.x
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IN  MEMORIAM

Kathryn Dietrick (1917-2020)
Kathryn Smith Dietrick, a La Habra  

 Heights resident since 1951, passed  
    away May 16 at her home just three 

months short of her 103rd birthday.
She had been exercising in her driveway 

when she let go of her walker for a moment, 
lost her balance and fell. Although she 
maintained her characteristic upbeat and 
hopeful spirit until the end, she did not 
recover from her injuries.

Kathryn was born August 19, 1917, to 
Lowell Rufus Smith and Mary Gertrude 
Smith (née Colborn), who had moved to 
California from Nebraska. She had three 
older brothers: Ben, Floyd and Clark.

Kathryn enjoyed an idyllic childhood in 
the Hagginwood community just north of 
Sacramento. She recalled roaming among 
wildflowers and oaks, and the family had 
a fruit orchard and almond trees. She 
graduated as valedictorian from Grant 
Union High School in Sacramento.

She attended Sacramento City College 
for two years, then transferred to Whittier 
College, where her brother Clark was a 
student. At a dance sponsored by the 
Whittier Women’s Club, Clark introduced 
her to Lyman Dietrick, a recent Whittier 
College graduate who had been a classmate 
of Richard Nixon. Lyman had been an 
all-conference scholar-athlete in football, 
basketball and track. 

Kathryn and Lyman married on her 
birthday in 1939 (see photo, below left).

Lyman served in the military during 
World War II as an instructor for pilots. At 
the end of the war, he resumed his career as 
a coach, teacher and school administrator.

Kathryn started her 29-year teaching 
career at an elementary school in South 
Whittier. She loved teaching and developed 
lasting relationships with many of her 
students, including exchange students from 
other countries.

Lyman and Kathryn bought their first 
home in La Habra Heights on Dorthea Road 
in 1951. She wanted open space for her four 
children—sons Joe and Dan and daughters 
Kathleen (Kathy) and Allison (Lonny)—to 
run free, just as she had during childhood. 
They had horses to ride, hills to roam and 
plenty of friends.

The family was active in the La Habra 
Methodist Church. Lyman was an usher, 
and Kathryn participated in the Circle 
women’s group and later served as a tutor 
for children. She remained a member of the 
church for the rest of her life.

In 1964, Lyman and Kathryn decided to 
raze their house and build a bigger one on 
their Heights property. Their home became 
a refuge for generations of extended family 
members, as well as Kathryn’s aged parents 
and a beloved aunt.

Kathryn was a gifted caregiver, as she 
particularly showed with her brother Clark. 
Kathryn remarked that Clark sat at the end 

of the bed when she entered the world, and 
she sat on his bed when he left the world.

Kathryn loved traveling. She and Lyman 
visited Alaska, Europe and Mexico. After 
Lyman passed away in 1981, Kathryn took 
trips to Peru, Thailand, Germany and 
Switzerland. She was in China in 1989 
during the Tiananmen Square uprising, 
and her photo appeared in Time magazine 
among a group of Americans “scrambling to 
get out of China” (as she put it). 

Kathryn’s son Joe passed away in 1982, 
and son Dan passed in 1999. She is survived 
by both daughters, Kathleen Dietrick 
Mustard and Allison Dietrick Struble, both 
of whom lived with Kathryn in the Heights 
in her final years. She is also survived by 
seven grandchildren, 12 great-grandchildren 
and one great-great-grandchild.

Kathryn’s daughter Lonny summed it up 
well: “She loved her life, and she made the 
most of it.” 

Above: Kathryn and Lyman with their children Joe, Dan, 
Lonny, and Kathy. Below: Kathryn with four of her dozen 
great-grandchildren.
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WILLIAMS
TREE SERVICE
P.O. Box 5557, Whittier, CA 90607-5557

Service since 

1 9 8 6 f r e e  e s t i m a t e s

Topping Removal
General Clean-ups

Firewood
Licensed

Residential

Trimming
Stump Grinding

Palms
Insured

Commercial
(562) 692-8677

wtreedude@aol.com  •  State License #941245 • Bonded

Call Greg Williams Fax: (562) 698-4085

License #
C-36390199

562-322-8114
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SEPTIC TANK PUMPING
Pump septic tanks every 3 years

(562) 941-2274
Serving You Since 1938

Family Owned and Operated

H.D. NOGLE & SONS

                (562) 587-7844
                  Mobile: (562) 587-7844

QUALITY • PROFESSIONAL • EFFICIENT • CLEAN
NEW CONSTRUCTION  /  REMODELING
COMMERCIAL TENANT IMPROVEMENT

Bob Harrison
O: (714) 990-6700
C: (562) 755-1705
F: (714) 990-6702
E: rwhconst@aol.com

428 Berry Way •  Brea, CA 92821
www.rwhconstructioninc.com

626-747-6058
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RV Storage
Inside & Outside

428 Berry Way, Brea, CA. 92821
(714) 990 6703

Sales • Refinances • Commercial Properties
Debbie Dudley, Owner/Certified Senior Escrow Officer

410 W. Whittier Blvd., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562-265-3127 • 626-912-1651 • debbie@mercuryescrow.com

Fire Prevention

(310) 343-1154

Weed/Brush Clearance for Fire Regulation
Tree Work • Stump Removal • Hauling • Landscaping

25 Years Experience

JOHN HEINL
PLUMBING Inc.

(562)691-8356   Lic#410582   (714)257-1222
"over 30 years in the business"Heights resident

(714) 821-1564

LINDA PIEQUET • HAIRDRESSER
Serving La Habra & La Habra Heights since 1976

(562) 697-2211

Hinkle
T R E E  S E R V I C E

Tree trimming•Cleanup•Firewood

714•749•3488
Serving La Habra Heights since 1980

Carl Cole Plumbing
ALL PLUMBING REPAIRS  • SEPTIC SYSTEMS

562-322-8114 L# C-36390199Since 1973

Tree trimming•Landscape •Cleanup

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

COMPACT

TRACTOR
$105
 PER HOUR

With operator & attachments • 40-year Heights resident
Call Tom at 562-708-2665

FIDO
Come Home

To report a lost or found pet:

562-694-8090

THE HONEY DO LIST GUY
DO YOU HAVE UNFINISHED PROJECTS?

CALL BOB  Lic.# 442893 & Ins. Contractor 

562-755-1705 Heights Resident 11 years 

Quality Service Since 1958

(800) 238-5558
(562) 646-1222
www.laplumber.com

Heights Resident

(800) 238-5558
(562) 646-1222
www.laplumber.com
HEIGHTS RESIDENT
Quality Service Since 1958

Caretaker with CPR training available
Great local references. Sadly lost my LHHT’s patient after 4 years. 
Expertise in bathing, dressing, feeding, exercising, walking patient 
(w/Dr approval), driving to appointments, shopping. Okay with light 
housework. Speak English, Spanish. Call AMALIA: 951-335-1268.

$10 each
Purchase LHH license 
plate frames at City Hall
Made in the USA of die-cast metal, 
these attractive frames are a great 
way to display your pride in our 
unique rural community.



Dominique Montes (15) • 562-587-7027 – CPR and first aid-certified for 
child care. Animal sitting, feeding, cleaning and general care; dog walking; 
watering plants, etc. 

Joseph Montes (18) • 714-353-8802 – CPR and first aid-certified for 
child care. Animal sitting, feeding, cleaning and general care; dog walking; 
watering plants, etc.

Lindsey Potter (17) • 562-383-8668 – Babysitting and animal tending.

Jessica Coburn (14) • 562-447-3486 – Babysitting and dog walking.  

     Members of the La Habra Heights Improvement Association may run 
     notices in the Youth Employment Roster for free.

Pam McVicar: (562) 690-1563, youthlhhia@gmail.com

Youth Employment Roster
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Heights Life  ADVERTISING RATES
For-profit business and private-party ads 6 issues         11 issues
1” line ad: black & white (3.75”W x 1”H)  $      93.50          $   165.00

1” line ad: color (3.75”W x 1”H)   $    100.00          $   175.00

2” business card ad: black & white (3.75”W x 2”H)  $    396.00         $    660.00

2” business card ad: color (3.75”W x 2”H)  $    506.00         $    770.00

1/4-page ad: black & white (3.75”W x 5”H)  $    660.00         $1,100.00

1/4-page ad: color (3.75”W x 5”H)   $    880.00         $1,512.50

1/2-page ad: color (7.5”W x 5”H)   $ 1,210.00         $2,200.00

Full-page ad: color (bleed: 8.625”W x 11.125”H)*   $1,760.00         $3,300.00

Full-page ad: color (non-bleed: 7.5”W x 10”H)  $1,760.00         $3,300.00

Paid non-profit 501(c)(3) ads (space guaranteed) 
1/4-page ad: black & white (3.75”W x 5”H)  $    330.00         $    550.00

1/4-page ad: color (3.75”W x 5”H)   $    440.00         $    770.00

1/2-page ad: color (7.5”W x 5”H)   $    660.00         $1,100.00

Free non-profit 501(c)(3) ads   Based on space available.

One-time ad
1/4-page ad: color (3.75”W x 5”H)   $    165.00

1/2-page ad: color (7.5”W x 5”H)   $    220.00

Digital ad artwork must be in JPEG, TIFF or PDF format at 300 DPI resolution 
or higher in actual ad size. For bleed ads, see measurements above. Do not 
send ad files embedded in Microsoft Word or Excel documents. Heights Life is 
not responsible for poor-quality reproduction from low-resolution or out-of-
focus files or for incorrectly-sized bleed ads.* 

• Although we prefer digital files, we can scan good-quality camera-ready 
art. All typography and line art should be clean and sharp. If the ad includes 
photographs or pictures of half-toned images, they should be sharply focused 
and properly exposed. Heights Life is not responsible for the quality of 
photographic reproduction.

• Payment for each ad or ad cancellation must be received by the deadline 
date for ad artwork, which is the 10th of the month prior to the issue date 
(e.g., ad artwork and payment for the August issue are due July 10).

 * Text or photos that you do not want cut off must be within the 8.25”W x  
       10.75”H “live” area. For bleed ads, include at least 1/8-inch (.125-inch)  
       bleed areas and trim marks.

ADVERTISING POLICY:  La Habra Heights Improvement Association 
(LHHIA) reserves the right to accept or reject advertising for Heights Life and 
to delete objectionable words and phrases. Submission of an advertisement 
to Heights Life does not constitute a commitment by LHHIA to publish 
the advertisement. Publication of an advertisement does not constitute an 
agreement for continued publication. Heights Life and LHHIA will not be 
liable for failure to publish an advertisement as requested or for more than 
one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. Heights Life and LHHIA liability 
shall be limited to an adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by any 
error, with maximum liability being cancellation of the cost of the first 
incorrect advertisement or republication of the correct advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall Heights Life or LHHIA be liable for consequential 
damage of any kind. The editors of Heights Life attempt to screen advertisers 
carefully, but we are neither responsible for nor liable for the performance 
or non-performance of advertisers. If you have compliments or complaints 
involving advertisers, please contact LHHIA. For more information, please 
call Monica Gunns at 714-412-2667. 

Make checks payable to LHHIA and mail to: LHHIA, P.O. Box 241, La Habra, 
CA  90631. Advertising Co-directors: Monica Gunns and Carolyn Boehringer. 



562.400.7004
DRE# 01895143  
www.RFRealtor.com
Ray@RFRealtor.com

Could Your...

BECAUSE

I APPRECIATE

MY CLIENTS

SO MUCH,

ALL CLIENTS

IN 2020

WILL BE

ENTERED INTO

A YEAR-END

RAFFLE TO WIN

THIS NEW

MUSTANG!*

...include winning
this Mustang?

*  Must use Ray Fernandez to buy or sell a home between 1/1/2020 and 3/31/2021.  
Your chances of winning are roughly 1-100.
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EmErgEncy & city numbErs

La Habra HEigHts city counciL

EMERGENCY ........................................................911
City Hall: www.lhhcity.org........................................562-694-6302
Sheriff’s Department (Industry Station)...........626-330-3322
Ranger Services..........................................................562-698-1446
Fire Department (non-emergency)..........................562-694-8283
La Habra Heights County Water District........562-697-6769
Los Angeles County Animal Control.................562-940-6898
Fido Come Home (report lost and found pets)..........562-694-8090
Republic Waste Services..........................................800-700-8610

Brian Bergman..........562-690-5047........Briansbergman@hotmail.com
Carey Klingfus...........562-697-2561..........carey@AELinspector.com
Dennis Laherty.........714-401-0873........Dennis.laherty@gmail.com
Jane Williams............562-697-5473.........jwilliams90631@gmail.com 
Norm Zezula..............562-697-9914........normzezulaLhh@gmail.com

sheriff report

   May 2020
Advanced life-support calls: 22 (14 in LHH, 8 in LA County), Basic life-
support calls: 16, Public assist: 3, Fire calls: 4, Traffic collisions: 3.

Total Incidents: 48

© Copyright La Habra Heights Improvement Association, 2020

LHH Fire Report
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LHHIA BOARD  of DIRECTORS
www.lhhia.com

Pam McVicar, President (LHHIAPresident@gmail.com), as well as 
        Membership Chairperson (Memberlhhia@gmail.com) and Youth Employment  
        Roster (youthlhhia@gmail.com).........................................................714-504-3415
Rick Brooks, Vice President & Webmaster (plumeriafarmer@gmail.com)
Lynn Kelley, Secretary and ‘Halloween Haunt’ Co-chairperson  
         (lynnkelley91@gmail.com).....................................................................562-371-4603
Romalyn Litchfield, Treasurer (romalynl@hotmail.com)........................562-697-6264
Jane Noltensmeier, Director (jane@soldbyjane.realtor).............................714-932-2403
Catherine Richert, ‘Morning With Santa’ Chairperson 
         (catherinerichert@aol.com).................................................................562-697-0962
Michelle Saldivar, ‘Halloween Haunt’ Co-chairperson 
        (msldi9135@aol.com)...........................................................................562-902-0125
Stan Carroll, Director (gw1763@gmail.com)...........................................562-697-1187
Angela Owen, Director (arowen3@yahoo.com).........................................562-201-1119

Heights Life : heightslifeeditor@gmail.com
Editors: Dan and Barbara Stracner.................................................... 310-614-6878 
Advertising Co-chairperson: Carolyn Boehringer, Director.........310-849-4582
Advertising Co-chairperson: Monica Gunns, Director..................714-412-2667

Welcome Wagon : welcomewagonLHHIA@gmail.com
Chairperson: Vicki Cooke.................................................................... 562-694-4949

May 2020
Non-aggravated assault: 2, Burglary: 2, Grand theft: 1, Grand theft, vehicle: 1, 
Offenses against family: 1, Vehicle & boating laws: 3, Persons mentally ill: 1, 
Traffic accidents: 4, Non-criminal: 1.

Total Incidents: 16

LHH community EvEnts

La Habra Heights Improvement Association is a 501(c)(3) 
volunteer organization (Tax ID# 95-2455456) that receives no funding 
from the City of La Habra Heights—so we rely on your annual dues 
and other donations to pay for our many community events and 
projects. Annual membership dues are:

•  Regular: $35

•  Bronze: $75

•  Silver: $100

•  Gold: $250

•  Platinum: $500+

Pay online at www.lhhia.com or mail your check (made payable 
to LHHIA) to: LHHIA, P.O. Box 241, La Habra, CA 90631.

 Become a member

PPublic meetings of the La Habra Heights City Council, the 
Planning  Commission and the Roads Advisory Committee have 
been suspended until further notice due to ongoing COVID-19 restrictions. 

However, some meetings may be held remotely and may be viewed on the 
internet, and written and phone-in comments may be allowed. Visit lhhcity.org 
for additional information and up-to-date schedules. Please also see page 4 for the 
Mayor’s discussion about how remote meetings are being held.

JULY 13       La Habra Heights City Council meeting: 6:30 p.m.
JULY 27       Roads Advisory Committee meeting: 6:30 p.m.
JULY 28       Planning Commission meeting: 6:30 p.m.

All 2020 Music in The Park concerts have been canceled due to COVID-19, as 
have all horse shows and other public events at The Park until further notice.
             SEPT. 2        LHHIA Annual General Meeting and Election at City Hall.    
                                     Please save the date and watch for details in Heights Life.   

community sErvicE opportunitiEs

Boy Scout Troop 883 • call Brian Freeman at 562-743-1973
Boy Scout Troop 1814 • 951-538-8377 or cookmaster251@yahoo.com
Boys and Girls Club • 562-694-1805 • ourchildrensfuture.org
Habitat Authority • habitatauthority.org/waystohelp
Meals on Wheels • 562-383-4221 • LaHabraMealsonWheels.org
VCC: The Gary Center • 562-264-6000 • vccthegarycenter.org


