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MAY  R’S CORNER

T  he La Habra Heights Fire Department, the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff ’s Department, members of our own city 
staff and our local Fire Watch volunteers were all on patrol in 

the Heights July 3 through July 5 to prevent use of illegal fireworks. 
They monitored the entire city, including spectator hot spots on the 
tops of Avocado Crest Road, East Skyline Drive (by the water tank) 
and West Skyline Drive near Casalero Drive. In addition to watching 
for fireworks, they requested that illegally parked cars be moved.

Fireworks were the suspected trigger of the June 9 brushfire 
(the Colima Fire) on the border of Hacienda Heights and La 
Habra Heights at the top of Punte del Este Drive. After the fire was 
contained, city staff and Sheriff ’s deputies monitored the site for 
several days, and deputies apprehended and cited some individuals 
for illegally setting off fireworks. On July 4th, the Sheriff ’s 
Department cordoned off this area.

Residents should be aware that our city staff members are 
extremely vested in our community—which is why they were out 
driving around at 1 a.m. to make certain that fireworks enthusiasts 
did not endanger Heights residents. In addition, they preemptively 
visited the site of a 2019 fireworks display near Hiatt and Euclid 
streets and met with residents there to prevent a reoccurrence.

We had no fireworks incidents, and we offer sincere thanks to all 
the professionals and volunteers who protected our city, especially 
during what may well have been one of the most potentially 
dangerous July 4ths we have encountered. 

Party house update
Multiple problems and citizen complaints have arisen from 

short-term rentals of properties for gatherings and parties—in some 
cases at a house owned by a non-resident of La Habra Heights. To 
address this, on July 13 we enacted an Urgency Ordinance that 
temporarily prohibits short-term rentals of less than 30 days. This 
prohibition can be extended for up to 10 months after a public 
hearing is held. The city staff has been directed to study the issue of 
short-term rentals and draft a permanent ordinance.

All forces were out on July 4th!

                                                                —Brian Bergman

Following up on the disruptive Memorial Day party at a house on 
Fullerton Road: the owner was cited and paid a substantial fine.

Coronavirus update
As of July 15, Los Angeles County lists La Habra Heights having 

19 who have tested positive for the coronavirus with no deaths 
(hospitalizations are not provided). For the latest information, 
visit publichealth.lacounty.gov, look for the daily COVID-19 “data 
dashboard” and find La Habra Heights under tables labeled 
“Community case/death table” and “Community testing table.”

COVID council meetings are interesting. . .
Everyone at our July 13 meeting (city council and staff) wore 

masks, which became extremely uncomfortable after several 
hours—to be honest, I was ready to tear out the hair of my home- 
trimmed head! The public can participate in the meeting in writing, 
by phone and on Zoom. At the July meeting, we received one phone 
call, and two people were on Zoom.

Marisa Durkin, a resident and senior at Sonora High, 
participated at our council meeting 
via Zoom and presented the result 
of her successful grant application 
to the Dragon Kim Foundation, 
which will result in installation of 
a harness swing in the ‘tot lot’ at 
The Park. We were all impressed 
by Marisa’s energy and ability. I 
visited dragonkimfoundation.org and 
learned that an Orange County couple 
established this foundation to honor their 14-year-old son, Dragon, 
who was tragically killed by a falling tree limb while sleeping 
in a tent at Yosemite National Park. Our thanks to Marisa, the 
foundation and the Kim family. We’re also grateful to Marisa’s father, 
who volunteered the labor to install plexiglass safety partitions in 
our multi-purpose room.

Current Sheriff staffing to continue
We renegotiate our contract with the Los Angeles Sheriff ’s 

Department every year, and we are pleased with the latest outcome 
that continues our current Sheriff staffing of a patrol car, traffic 
motorcycle and community service patrol. We conferred with 
the Sheriff ’s Department to design a deployment model that best 
meets the needs of our residents, and this current configuration 
provides more complete coverage for problems we experience in our 
community. We appreciate the department’s cooperation, and we 
offer our sincere thanks to Sheriff Alex Villanueva.

This was happening all around us July 4th, but thanks to all those who 
 patrolled the Heights into the wee hours of the morning (see above), we 
had no fireworks incidents, and our city came through the danger safely.
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  P E N

For many years, it has been our privilege at LHHIA to publish 
congratulatory messages and photographs each year in Heights 
Life to honor our La Habra Heights graduates, and we have 

always conveyed to them our very best wishes for future success with 
their educations, careers and lives.

We offer those same good wishes, of course, to those of you in 
the Class of 2020 who have appeared recently in the pages of Heights 
Life—but yours is a special case that requires additional reflection.

We are keenly aware that because of these difficult times through 
which we’re all living right now, many of you missed out on 
traditional graduation ceremonies and much-deserved celebrations of 
your achievements. That is most unfortunate and truly regrettable.

But we hope that these current hardships will strengthen you, 
because—as the harsh lessons of the past few months have taught 
us all too well—our community, our country and our world is really 
going to need your strength, talents and youthful energy to do some 
very hard work and to help us make significant changes as we learn 
from our past mistakes and rebuild a better, safer, more secure world 
not only for you, but also for all those future graduating classes that 
will become part of your own unique legacy.
                                                                     —Pam McVicar

A special 
message for 
all our LHH 

graduates

  LHHLHH
  graduates  graduates

Julianna Garcia
Congratulations to Julianna Garcia, 
who graduated from Rancho-
Starbuck Intermediate School with 
a 4.1 grade-point average. She was 
a member of the National Junior 
Honor Society (math). She loves 
music and plays baritone saxophone. 
She also enjoys baking and spending 
time with her family and pets. 
Julianna will be attending  La Habra 
High School.

This is our final graduate recognition for 2020. We offer 
our congratulations and sincere best wishes 

to all our outstanding Heights grads!

New cases of West Nile were recently discovered nearby in Orange 
County! Please take the precautions shown above to keep from 
getting bitten by a virus-carrying mosquito. We’re already fighting 
against one terrible virus—don’t fall prey to a different one!
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T here are two basic types of residential electrical panels: circuit-
breaker box and fuse box. If it has rows of switches, it’s a circuit-
breaker box (see photo 1)—that’s what you’ll find in most modern 

houses or older houses in which electricity has been upgraded to modern 
standards. If it has knobs and fuses (see photo 2), it’s a fuse box. Fuse 
boxes are typically found only in older houses that have not had electrical 
upgrades. (If your house has an old fuse box, you should seriously consider 
upgrading to safer, more efficient circuit-breakers.)

Sometimes you may see the term “fuse box” used generically to refer 
to both old-style fuse boxes and modern circuit-breaker boxes—but be 
aware that the two are completely different in appearance and operation.

Locate your electrical panel—it’s usually near the electric meter (see 
photo 3)—and familiarize yourself with it before an emergency occurs.

Label at least the main circuit-breakers ahead of time. (It’s also a good 
idea to label all your circuits in case you have to deal with a tripped 
individual breaker at some point.)

Here’s how to shut off all electricity to your home:
Circuit-breaker box: Flip the main circuit-breaker switch (usually a 

pair of switches joined together) to OFF. The main switch may be at the 
top of the panel (as in photo 3) or the bottom of the panel (as in photo 1), 
but sometimes it is located in the middle of the panel as part of the array 
of breaker switches. The switch may or may not be marked “Main.”

Older fuse box: Pull the main disconnect or use the movable handle 
(see photo 2) to pull out the fuse block, which will shut off power to the 
house. Sometimes there are two or more fuse blocks, in which case you’ll 
need to pull them all out. It may take a strong tug or two to remove them.

If you have an automatic garage door and/or automatic gate(s), learn 
how to open them manually before an emergency occurs. Other possible 
impacts when you’re without power: You’ll have no internet or wi-fi, and 

From the LHH Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness Committee

How to shut off electricity in an emergency

electrical appliances, including your refrigerator, won’t function (keep the 
refrigerator door closed to keep contents cold as long as possible).

Southern California Edison has an “Electricity Safety at Home” page on 
their website (sce.com/safety/family/indoor-tips) with information about 
circuit breakers and fuse boxes, as well as other helpful tips about using 
electricity safely at home.

Note: The LHH Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness Committee 
is now seeking members. If you are interested in becoming part of the 
committee or if you have questions, please contact Chairperson John 
Pespisa at 562-694-1371.

1 2

3

‘Too Toxic to Trash’ event‘Too Toxic to Trash’ event
JJudging from the long line of vehicles waiting to get into  

 The Park, the “Too Toxic to Trash” event on July 18 was a  
 major success. LHH residents and their neighbors from 

elsewhere in Los Angeles County disposed of great piles of electronic 
waste, hazardous chemicals, sharps, paint and solvents. Everyone 
observed coronavirus precautions, including wearing face masks.

The event was held by L.A. County Public Works and L.A. County 
Sanitation Districts in cooperation with the City of La Habra Heights. 

Watch Guac Talk 
and Heights Life 
for notices about
similar events in 
the future.
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562.400.7004
DRE# 01895143  
www.RFRealtor.com
Ray@RFRealtor.com

I  can’t claim to have 
been prepared 

for quarantines and 
lockdowns, but already 
being an expert  
in selling homes  
virtually has proven  
to be a great asset for 
my sellers. Plus, we 
sanitize everything and 
provide face masks  
and hand sanitizer at 
properites where only  
a few actual viewings 
(by appointment only) 
are made. 

I’ve been selling virtually for years.

2101SapotaDr.com

1281RussellSt.com

1776PuebloCrestLn.com

1530CalleDonJuan.com

330WedgewoodLn.com 1120IdahoSt.com

1840MateoAve.com

1633AgaveAve.com

17947CalleBarcelona.com

14427ReisSt.com

10820LarrylynDr.com

1452AirosoRd.com

9940HomageAve.com

1341NorthHillsDr.com
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
1576CobanRd.com

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

1287WestRd.com
5 BED / 5 BATH | 3,890 SF | 46,085 SF LOT

2160SubtropicDr.com
4 BED / 3 BATH | 2,840 SF | 42,125 SF LOT

1280WalnutSt.com
5 BED / 4 BATH | 3,408 SF | 43,642 SF LOT

IN ESCROW IN ESCROW IN ESCROW

90631 statistics from Infosparks for the past rolling 12 months.

2267PapayaDr.com

SOLD
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Complete tree 
& landscape 
services

State License

748668

California Arborist provides comprehensive tree and landscape   
 care, including these key services:

  • Tree health assessment & maintenance

  • Tree planting, trimming & removal

  • Irrigation installation & repairs

  • Brush clearance & fire prevention

  • Landscape design & development

  • High-risk & emergency services

  We operate a modern, well-equipped fleet of trucks manned by 
trained, experienced specialists. Call us today at:

562 •698 •3280

Fire danger this year is especially 
high! Call California Arborist for 
tree trimming, brush clearance and 
weed abatement.



IN LA HABRA HEIGHTS

THE USA CENSUS 2020 IS UNDERWAY, and households across the United States are responding every day. However, 
because of the COVID-19 outbreak, the U.S. Census Bureau is extending its timelines to protect the health and safety 
of the American public and employees of the U.S. Census Bureau and to ensure a complete and accurate count of all 

communities. 

Under the adjusted 2020 Census operational plan, data collection via online, phone and mailed self-responses will 
continue through October 31. All in-person activities, including enumeration, office work and data processing activities, will 
incorporate the most current health and safety guidance from authorities.

For periodic updates and other information, please visit 2020census.gov. You may also call the City of La Habra Heights 
staff at 562-694-6302. 

9

“Wildfire season doesn’t care about the coronavirus—it’s a year-round danger. 
This year it’s even more urgent that we stay ‘safer at home’ not only by preventing 
the spead of COVID-19, but also by clearing brush to prevent wildfires in La Habra 
Heights. We should all take advantage of this stay-at-home period to clear our 
properties of fire hazards.”  – Fire Marshall Robert Montaghami, LHH Fire Department

562-694-8283

Don’t let it happen in the Heights!

Report uncleared brush 
and other fire hazards to: 
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PartPart 1 1
A History of the Heights (fourth in a series) by Dan Stracner

NNapoleon Bonaparte invaded Spain in 1808, promptly deposed the Spanish King 
Carlos IV and then installed his older brother Joseph Bonaparte on the Spanish 
throne, which outraged Spaniards and politically destabilized not only Spain 

but all Spanish possessions around the world—including New Spain, the vast, largely 
undeveloped territory that encompassed all of what is now Mexico and much of the 
western United States (for details, see the May 2020 issue of Heights Life).

In Mexico City, a stronghold of Mexican-born Spaniards, the city council began 
promoting the idea of political autonomy for New Spain, which led to unrest and 
occasional armed conflict between progressive and conservative factions.

On September 16, 1810, Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, a learned Catholic priest, issued 
a passionate call for Mexican freedom from Spanish rule, which sparked an armed 
revolt that grew into the Mexican War of Independence that lasted 11 years and killed 
between 300,000 and 500,000 people. 

Napoleon, whose military exploits had helped provoke the Mexican revolt, died in 
exile on May 5, 1821. A short time later that same year, on September 27, New Spain 
won its independence and became the Mexican Empire. Part of that empire was Alta 
(upper) California, the region that became the present-day state of California, including 
La Habra Heights.

The new imperial government of Mexico soon began selectively granting large land 
tracts to loyal Californios, Hispanic people native to Alta California.

Rancho Cañada de La HabraRancho Cañada de La Habra   
In 1839, Alta California Governor Juan Bautista Alvarado 

(shown at left) awarded a grant of 1.5 square leagues (6,698 acres) 
to Mariano Reyes Roldán, a 40-year-old ayuntamiento (municipal 
council member) for the Pueblo de los Ángeles.

Shaped like a wedge pointing southward, this property later 
became the site for the present-day cities of La Habra and La Habra 
Heights. Roldán named his new landholding Rancho Cañada de 

La Habra, from which the names of La Habra and La Habra Heights eventually derived. 
(See page 12 for a discussion about the origin of the name “La Habra.”)

We know little else about Roldán except that he raised cattle (that’s his 
brand at the right) and that sometime before 1845, he sold the rancho to 
another Californio about whom we know a great deal more: Andrés Pico.

A Famous Californio Ranchero Owned The Heights A Famous Californio Ranchero Owned The Heights    
Andrés Pico (1810-1876), shown above at the right, was a ranchero (rancher) 

who acquired large landholdings in addition to the Heights rancho he bought from 
Roldán. He was also a military leader who played a significant role in the outcome of 
the Mexican-American war. The younger brother of Pío Pico, the last Mexican Empire 
governor of Alta California, he became a successful politician later in his career.

Primary rancho products were beef hides, used for making leather goods, and beef 
tallow. Tallow was made by rendering beef suet (the firm fat around loins and kidneys) 
in large iron pots, skimming off solid remains and allowing the liquefied fat to harden 
into solid chunks that could be stored in cowhide bags and sent to harbors to be picked 
up by merchant ships. Exported tallow was used mainly for making soap and candles. 

Some beef was preserved by drying or salting, but most of whatever wasn’t readily 
eaten by ranchers and their workers was usually left for scavengers.

The RanchThe Ranchoo Era Era

Andrés Pico, second 
owner of Rancho 
La Habra, which 
included present-day 
La Habra Heights.

Editor’s note: As you may have discerned from the first three installments in this series, part of my 
purpose is to put Heights history into context with major historical events in our region and beyond, 
because these interconnected events helped shape the unique community that we enjoy today.  

Pico brand

Above (from top): Andrés Pico in his 
dress vaquero garb (Wikimedia Commons).

‘The Battle of San Pasqual’ by 
Charles Waterhouse (Wikimedia Commons).

‘Signing of the Treaty of Cahuenga’ 
(California Historical Landmarks). 
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Long-horned cattle (above) were the main breed raised on 
early California ranchos, and horns were sold for making buttons,  
combs, decorative items and handles for knives, brushes and other 
household implements.

Cattle roamed and grazed freely, sometimes straying onto 
ranchos owned by others. They were tended by vaqueros on 
horseback (cattle drivers—see the cover), who eventually herded 
them together during the annual springtime rodeo (roundup) at 
which cattle were separated into groups according to brand, calves 
were branded and mature cattle were slaughtered. A fiesta, complete 
with riding and roping competitions, usually followed the roundup.

The Mexican-American War (1846-48)The Mexican-American War (1846-48)
 In 1845, the United States annexed the Republic of Texas, which 

had gained its independence from Mexico in the Texas Revolution 
of 1835-36, during which the famous fall of the Alamo and Battle of 
San Jacinto took place. Even though the majority of Texas citizens 
wished to become part of the United States, the Mexican Empire 
had never formally recognized the independence of Texas, so 
the Mexican government considered the annexation exceedingly 
provocative. U.S. President James Polk, who had been elected on a 
platform of expanding U.S. territory, intensified this provocation 
by dispatching troops to Texas. The Mexican government promptly 
attacked the U.S. forces, and the U.S. Congress swiftly declared war 
on Mexico on April 25, 1846.

Pío Pico (below) had become governor of Alta California in 1845. 
He now faced the prospect of an American 
invasion, and he needed to mount a defense 
quickly. He called on his younger brother 
Andrés to muster forces, and Andrés rallied a 
group of about 75 vaqueros armed primarily 
with long lances that they used to prod cattle, 
as well as reatas (braided rawhide lariats), 
swords, knives and a few firearms.

On December 6 and 7, 1846, Pico’s lancers 
engaged a much larger force of about 150 U.S. troops, and, using 
bravery, superior horsemanship and skill with their weapons, won a 
decisive victory in the Battle of San Pasqual near San Diego.

Soon after the battle, Governor Pico appointed his brother acting 
governor of Alta California and journeyed to Mexico to seek funds 
to pay for continuing the war. Meanwhile, U.S. troops were rapidly 
expanding the conflict, attacking ranchos and towns, burning 
buildings and seizing cattle, horses and other property.

Despite his victory at San Pasqual, Andrés Pico realized that his 
small militia simply would not be able to hold out for long against 

a much larger American army that was growing by the day. So on 
January 13, 1847, he sought out the ranking U.S. officer in the area, 
Lieutenant-Colonel John C. Frémont, and proposed a truce.

The two leaders sat down together at Campo de Cahuenga 
(the current site of Univeral City) and negotiated a treaty under 
which Californios laid down their arms and were allowed to return 
peacefully to their ranchos and homes. They were afforded the same 
rights as citizens of the United States, and they were not asked to 
take an oath of allegiance to the U.S. until a peace treaty was signed 
between the U.S. and Mexico.

The next day, Frémont carried the signed treaty to his superior 
officer, General Stephen Kearney, who had recently captured Los 
Angeles. The general agreed to the generous terms of the treaty. 
Thus ended the Mexican-American conflict in Alta California, and 
thus Andrés Pico retained ownership of his land, including Rancho 
Cañada de La Habra.

The war continued in other 
parts of the Mexican Empire until 
February 2, 1848, when hostilities 
ended with the signing of the Treaty 
of Guadalupe Hildalgo, under which 
the United States acquired about 
one-third of the Mexican Empire’s 
land in what came to be called 
the Mexican Cession (see the map 
above). It included the present-day 
states of California, Nevada and Utah, 
most of New Mexico, Arizona and Colorado and parts of Texas, 
Oklahoma, Kansas and Wyoming—a total of 338,680,960 acres, 
second in size only to the Louisiana Purchase at the time. In return, 
Mexico received $16.3 million, about five cents an acre.

The Pico brothers became U.S. citizens, and their property 
became part of their new country. On September 9, 1850, California 
became the 31st state in the union. In 1858, Andrés Pico was 
commissioned as a brigadier general in the California militia. In 
1860, he was elected a California state senator from Los Angeles. 
A year later, he sold his land in La Habra Heights to Abel Sterns, a 
fascinating man about whom we’ll learn in the next installment.

‘War News from Mexico’
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OO  ver the years, you may have seen variations on the following statement in published documents and on websites: “In Spanish, 
‘La Habra’ means ‘the pass through the hills.’” As anyone who knows Spanish can tell you, that is simply incorrect. A literal 
Spanish translation of “the pass through the hills” is “el paso por las colinas,” and it’s essentially the same in 18th-century, 

19th-century and modern Spanish. There are numerous synonyms for “paso” (including the familiar “pasada”), but “habra” isn’t one 
of them. In fact, “habra” isn’t even a noun in Spanish; the word “habrá” (with an accent) is a verb meaning “there will be,” which 
makes no sense in this context.

To be sure, the title of local historian Esther R. Cramer’s excellent 1969 book is La Habra, The Pass 
Through the Hills, but she was not literally translating a Spanish phrase (although I suspect that people 
unfamiliar with Spanish may have thought she was). As we shall see, more recent scholarship has 
revealed that “La Habra” might not even refer to the storied “pass” at all.
An oft-repeated explanation for the name “La Habra” is that when members of the Portolá Expedition 

made their way through what is now La Habra Heights on July 30, 1769, they traversed a pass between steep hills, and the chief diarist 
for the group, Franciscan friar Juan Crespí (shown below), mentioned this pass in his journal using the word “abra,” which (once 
again) is not a noun, but a verb meaning “open up.” If you add “la” in front of it, the meaning becomes “I opened it.” Some scholars 
have posited that since Crespí was from Catalonia, not Spain, he might have written the contraction “l’abra” in his native Catalan 
language.1 In either case, he supposedly intended “la abra” to mean “the opening.” Later, the theory goes, someone copying from his 
notes added “h” to “abra” by mistake and corrupted his words into “la habra.” 

From a linguistic standpoint, that explanation has always been conjectural, and some 
scholars have objected to it on grounds that Crespí, a learned man,2 would not have 
chosen such an awkward expression when so many better word choices were available 
to him. However, in the absence of a better explanation, it seemed worth considering 
if Crespí actually wrote “abra” in his journal—and nobody could be sure of that, because 
Crespí’s original manuscripts had been lost for more than 200 years.

Then some 20 years ago, after a diligent search, historian Alan K. Brown finally found 
Crespí’s lost journals and published them in 2001 in both the original Spanish and an 
English translation.3 Brown’s groundbreaking book contains not only Crespí’s first field 
draft that he wrote during the Portolá Expedition of 1769-1770, but also Crespí’s own later 
revision. In both versions, the expression that the friar used for “pass” was neither “la 
abra” nor “l’abra,” but “un puerto.” While the primary meaning of “puerto” is “port,” it also 
has a secondary Spanish meaning: “mountain pass”—a much better word choice in this case 
than the abstruse “abra.”

Did someone change Crespí’s words at some point? While we know that various early 
scribes and editors in both Mexico and Spain made mistakes while transcribing the texts 
of Crespí’s journals, I have found no evidence that anyone substituted “la habra” for “un 
puerto” in the relevant passage. Even if they had done so, it seems highly unlikely that 
people back in Alta California in the late 18th or early 19th century would have been 
aware of such a change or that it would have influenced their naming of local geography.   

In his journals, Crespí was fond of giving names, often religious and elaborate, to 
landmarks and places that he considered significant. He is credited, for example, with naming Los Angeles.4 In the case of “un puerto” 
in the Heights, he obviously didn’t think that it was worth naming, because in both of his versions, he merely noted that “we went up 
a pass,” not even bothering to add a descriptive adjective. In this regard, it’s also significant that immediately after Crespí fleetingly 
mentions the “puerto,” he then waxes quite eloquent, writing: “[W]e came down to a very wide-reaching, green, exceedingly spacious 
valley of dark, very level friable soil.” That lovely valley was obviously more interesting to him than the nondescript pass—yet still not 
important enough for him to give it a name.   

Since we now know that the name “La Habra” did not come from Juan Crespí’s journal, we need to consider other possibilities. 
Perhaps we can find a clue in the name that Mariano Reyes Roldán gave his large new land grant in 1839: Rancho Cañada de La 

Habra (see page 10). Note that he used “La Habra” as a proper noun and the object of the preposition “de” (of). This implies that “La 
Habra” referred not to a mountain pass, but to a “cañada,” a “low valley” or “glen.” Thus, in literal English, the name of his property 
was Rancho Valley of La Habra. His emphasis was on the valley, the place where he would raise cattle—which is, after all, the business 
of a rancho. It seems much more plausible that he would name his new rancho after the valley where he would actually earn his 
income rather than a mountain pass leading there. Before Brown’s revelations, some scholars posited that the pass got its name from 
Crespí and that the valley got its name from the name of the pass. Thanks to Brown’s work, we now know that isn’t the case.

On the Mysterious Origin of ‘La Habra’On the Mysterious Origin of ‘La Habra’

Juan Crespí
(1721-1782)
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So, how did that valley come to be called “La Habra”? We don’t really know. It’s possible that the place had already been named by 
someone as yet unknown when Roldán received his grant from the governor of Alta California. Since we have no written record of 
the place from 1769 when the expedition explorers discovered it until 1839 when Roldán became its owner, it’s quite conceivable that 
during those 70 years, somebody had named the valley (or some part of it) “La Habra” and that Roldán was familiar with that name. 
It’s also possible that Roldán himself named it.

Either way, it might be helpful to consider what people think about when they’re naming a place. They could name it after 
a geographical location, prominent landscape feature, historical event or noteworthy natural phenomenon—but none of these 
possibilities works with “La Habra.”

They could also name the place after people, whether an individual or a family. Now, “Habra” just happens to be a Spanish surname 
that dates all the way back to medieval times; it can be found around the world today, especially in Spain and former Spanish 
territories, and even in the U.S. (a large portion of which was once both a Spanish and a Mexican territory—see the map page 11). 
When a surname is used as a place name in Spanish, the definite articles “el” (masculine) or “la” (feminine), both of which mean 
“the,” are sometimes added, and Spanish grammar rules aren’t particularly strict about gender in such a case. (For example, the 
country of Canada is “El Canada,” while the city of Havana is “La Habana.” When such names are used in other languages, definite 
articles are usually dropped.)

So it would not be unreasonable to consider whether someone connected with the valley at some point after its discovery—perhaps 
even a relative or friend of Roldán—was surnamed Habra and that the valley was named after that person.

Since definitive property records about Alta California from New Spain and the Mexican Empire are scarce, the surname theory is 
just another educated guess at this point. But, as Brown showed so well, new documents and important evidence emerge from time to 
time as scholars keep doing their spadework. So stay tuned, and maybe someday someone will find something more that sheds light 
on this local mystery. —Dan Stracner

F o o t n o t e sF o o t n o t e s
1. Catalan, the language of Catalonia, is neither Spanish nor a dialect of Spanish; it is a separate language that is more similar in some ways to French than to Spanish. 

Crespí was a native of the Catalonian island of Mallorca, as was his mentor and famous fellow Franciscan friar, Junípero Serra. Gaspar de Portolá, the leader of the Portolá 
Expedition (1769-1770) was also from Catalonia, as were several other members of the expedition.

2. Crespí was a well-educated and literate man. At the University of Palma on Mallorca, Crespí studied for three years under the rigorous tutelage of Junípero Serra, who 
held a doctorate in philosophy and was widely considered to be a brilliant scholar. Crespí later accompanied Serra to New Spain, and he was Serra’s chief assistant during the 
exploration of Alta California and the building of numerous Franciscan missions. The remains of Serra and Crespí are buried side by side at the Mission Carmel Basilica in 
Carmel-by-the-Sea, California (see below). The image of Crespí on the previous page is from the beautiful cenotaph of the two friars at this basilica.

3. See Juan Crespí, A Description of Distant Roads: Original Journals of the First Expedition into California, 1769-1770, edited and translated by Alan K. Brown (San Diego 
State University Press, 2001). The passages concerning the expedition trip through what is now La Habra Heights are on pages 324-325. Brown’s work has revealed a number 
of errors and discrepancies in earlier works related to the Portolá Expedition, because before 2001, scholars had to work without access to Crespí’s actual words.

4. On August 2, 1769, the name that Crespí gave to what is now called the Los Angeles River was El Río de Nuestra Señora de los Angeles de la Porciúncula (The River of 
Our Lady of the Angels of the Porziuncola), a reference to a fresco of the Virgin Mary surrounded by angels on the wall of a tiny chapel in Assisi, Italy, home of Saint Francis. 
Scholars cite this as the origin of the name “Los Angeles.”

Editor’s note: The views expressed in this article are my own, and I welcome any relevant information or insights that readers would like to offer. Please send 
comments to heightslifeeditor@gmail.com. I’d like to acknowledge valuable help I received in my research from Paul Spitzzeri, the Director at the Workman 
and Temple Family Homestead Museum in City of Industry, a wonderful place that I hope we’ll all soon be able to visit again. In the meantime, check out 
their blog and visit homesteadmuseum.org. For more information about the Portolá Expedition’s visit to what is now La Habra Heights, please see the May 
2020 issue of Heights Life, pages 10-11.

Both Junípero Serra and Juan Crespí spent their final years at Mission Carmel 
in Carmel-by-the-Sea, California, which was near the Alta California capital 
at Monterey. Crespí died in 1782, and Serra died two years later. Today the 
nearly lifelong companions are buried side by side under the floor in the mission 
basilica. On the gravestone above, Crespí is called “Compañero de Serra.” 

Mission Carmel
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By Beverley LepakBy Beverley Lepak
Horticulturist & Horticulturist & 
Landscape ConsultantLandscape Consultant

AAugust is called the “dog days of summer” because it can be hot, sticky and muggy, and    
  monsoons from southern deserts may roll in with thunder and lighting. (Remember:  
    If it roars, go indoors!) Gardening may really seem like a chore when it’s hot, so 

work early in the morning or in the evening. Drink plenty of water, wear sunscreen and 
mosquito repellent—new cases of West Nile were reported in our area in July (see page 4).

A good time to teach—Kids may or may not be returning to regular school this fall, 
but you can contribute to their homebound education this summer and into the fall by 
teaching them about gardening with some hands-on lessons. It would be good for them 
to learn how our food crops grow and how our all-important pollinators interact with 
flowers. Even if a crop failure occurs or if pesky little animals—rabbits and rodents like 
squirrels, rats and mice—devour plants, it will be a useful lesson to learn. The whole family 
can work together and experiment with new crops and protecting them from critters.

Fun summer projects—Sow seeds of corn and sunflowers and make a simple maze. 
Construct a bean pole and make a grid pattern of heavy-duty garden string so that bean 
vines can grow up and along the strings. Green beans will produce plenty of pods to collect 
and can last quite a while. 

Protect those pumpkins!  Lift pumpkins just above the ground to keep them from 
getting mushy from too much moisture or being attacked by pill bugs. Place each pumpkin 
on top of an old garden pot saucer. Pumpkins and other cucurbits—cucumbers, melons 
and squash—can appear wilted in hot and muggy weather. Covering vines with shade 
cloth will help, and so will watering early in the morning so that leaves dry off quickly.

Plant a butterfly garden with plenty of milkweed to attract monarch butterflies.  Have 
the kids do some research and find other plants that attract different species of butterflies. 
Marigolds attract skippers and plumbago attracts cloudless sulfur (yellow) butterflies.

Houseplants could probably use some leaching. Start by washing off leaves and 
checking sides of pots for scale or salt accumulations along tops of soil lines. If a pot is 
scaly, leach it out by watering the pot several times so that salt crystals will sink and exit 
the pot. This is a good assignment for kids on a hot day, but have them do it in a shady 
place so that leaves—and kids— don’t get sunburned.

Summer vegetables & herbs—There really isn’t a lot to plant in the vegetable 
garden this time of year; however, can you sneak in arugula, beets, celery, corn, cucumber, 
kale, pepper, radish, late season tomatoes and string beans. Harvest your vegetables early 
in morning and add some mulch to help keep the soil moist and reduce weeds. 

You can still sow basil seeds, and they should last until October. You can also plant 
cilantro and dill in a partly shaded area. Trim back oregano, sage and thyme and dry stems 
upside down in a cool, dry spot.

Tune-up time—Deeply water large trees and shrubs. Fertilize roses, citrus and 
acid-loving plants: azalea, blueberries, camellia, gardenia and ginger. Keep up on brush 
clearance, especially along the roads—the LHHIA Fire Department will be inspecting!

SunflowersSunflowers

Skipper on marigoldSkipper on marigold

Monarch on milkweedMonarch on milkweed

RadishesRadishes
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WILLIAMS
TREE SERVICE
P.O. Box 5557, Whittier, CA 90607-5557

Service since 

1 9 8 6 f r e e  e s t i m a t e s

Topping Removal
General Clean-ups

Firewood
Licensed

Residential

Trimming
Stump Grinding

Palms
Insured

Commercial
(562) 692-8677

wtreedude@aol.com  •  State License #941245 • Bonded

Call Greg Williams Fax: (562) 698-4085

License #
C-36390199

562-322-8114
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SEPTIC TANK PUMPING
Pump septic tanks every 3 years

(562) 941-2274
Serving You Since 1938

Family Owned and Operated

H.D. NOGLE & SONS

                (562) 587-7844
                  Mobile: (562) 587-7844

QUALITY • PROFESSIONAL • EFFICIENT • CLEAN
NEW CONSTRUCTION  /  REMODELING
COMMERCIAL TENANT IMPROVEMENT

Bob Harrison
O: (714) 990-6700
C: (562) 755-1705
F: (714) 990-6702
E: rwhconst@aol.com

428 Berry Way •  Brea, CA 92821
www.rwhconstructioninc.com

626-747-6058
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RV Storage
Inside & Outside

428 Berry Way, Brea, CA. 92821
(714) 990 6703

Sales • Refinances • Commercial Properties
Debbie Dudley, Owner/Certified Senior Escrow Officer

410 W. Whittier Blvd., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562-265-3127 • 626-912-1651 • debbie@mercuryescrow.com

Fire Prevention

(310) 343-1154

Weed/Brush Clearance for Fire Regulation
Tree Work • Stump Removal • Hauling • Landscaping

25 Years Experience

JOHN HEINL
PLUMBING Inc.

(562)691-8356   Lic#410582   (714)257-1222
"over 30 years in the business"Heights resident

(714) 821-1564

LINDA PIEQUET • HAIRDRESSER
Serving La Habra & La Habra Heights since 1976

(562) 697-2211

Hinkle
T R E E  S E R V I C E

Tree trimming•Cleanup•Firewood

714•749•3488
Serving La Habra Heights since 1980

Carl Cole Plumbing
ALL PLUMBING REPAIRS  • SEPTIC SYSTEMS

562-322-8114 L# C-36390199Since 1973

Tree trimming•Landscape •Cleanup

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

COMPACT

TRACTOR
$105
 PER HOUR

With operator & attachments • 40-year Heights resident
Call Tom at 562-708-2665

FIDO
Come Home

To report a lost or found pet:

562-694-8090

THE HONEY DO LIST GUY
DO YOU HAVE UNFINISHED PROJECTS?

CALL BOB  Lic.# 442893 & Ins. Contractor 

562-755-1705 Heights Resident 11 years 

Quality Service Since 1958

(800) 238-5558
(562) 646-1222
www.laplumber.com

Heights Resident

(800) 238-5558
(562) 646-1222
www.laplumber.com
HEIGHTS RESIDENT
Quality Service Since 1958

Caretaker with CPR training available
Great local references. Sadly lost my LHHT’s patient after 4 years. 
Expertise in bathing, dressing, feeding, exercising, walking patient 
(w/Dr approval), driving to appointments, shopping. Okay with light 
housework. Speak English, Spanish. Call AMALIA: 951-335-1268.



Dominique Montes (15) • 562-587-7027 – CPR and first aid-certified for 
child care. Animal sitting, feeding, cleaning and general care; dog walking; 
watering plants, etc. 

Joseph Montes (18) • 714-353-8802 – CPR and first aid-certified for 
child care. Animal sitting, feeding, cleaning and general care; dog walking; 
watering plants, etc.

Lindsey Potter (17) • 562-383-8668 – Babysitting and animal tending.

Jessica Coburn (14) • 562-447-3486 – Babysitting and dog walking.  

     Members of the La Habra Heights Improvement Association may run 
     notices in the Youth Employment Roster for free.

Pam McVicar: (562) 690-1563, youthlhhia@gmail.com

Youth Employment Roster
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La Habra Heights
RESIDENT

Heights Life  ADVERTISING RATES
For-profit business and private-party ads 6 issues         11 issues
1” line ad: black & white (3.75”W x 1”H)  $      93.50          $   165.00

1” line ad: color (3.75”W x 1”H)   $    100.00          $   175.00

2” business card ad: black & white (3.75”W x 2”H)  $    396.00         $    660.00

2” business card ad: color (3.75”W x 2”H)  $    506.00         $    770.00

1/4-page ad: black & white (3.75”W x 5”H)  $    660.00         $1,100.00

1/4-page ad: color (3.75”W x 5”H)   $    880.00         $1,512.50

1/2-page ad: color (7.5”W x 5”H)   $ 1,210.00         $2,200.00

Full-page ad: color (bleed: 8.625”W x 11.125”H)*   $1,760.00         $3,300.00

Full-page ad: color (non-bleed: 7.5”W x 10”H)  $1,760.00         $3,300.00

Paid non-profit 501(c)(3) ads (space guaranteed) 
1/4-page ad: black & white (3.75”W x 5”H)  $    330.00         $    550.00

1/4-page ad: color (3.75”W x 5”H)   $    440.00         $    770.00

1/2-page ad: color (7.5”W x 5”H)   $    660.00         $1,100.00

Free non-profit 501(c)(3) ads   Based on space available.

One-time ad
1/4-page ad: color (3.75”W x 5”H)   $    165.00

1/2-page ad: color (7.5”W x 5”H)   $    220.00

Digital ad artwork must be in JPEG, TIFF or PDF format at 300 DPI resolution 
or higher in actual ad size. For bleed ads, see measurements above. Do not 
send ad files embedded in Microsoft Word or Excel documents. Heights Life is 
not responsible for poor-quality reproduction from low-resolution or out-of-
focus files or for incorrectly-sized bleed ads.* 

• Although we prefer digital files, we can scan good-quality camera-ready 
art. All typography and line art should be clean and sharp. If the ad includes 
photographs or pictures of half-toned images, they should be sharply focused 
and properly exposed. Heights Life is not responsible for the quality of 
photographic reproduction.

• Payment for each ad or ad cancellation must be received by the deadline 
date for ad artwork, which is the 10th of the month prior to the issue date 
(e.g., ad artwork and payment for the September issue are due August 10).

 * Text or photos that you do not want cut off must be within the 8.25”W x  
       10.75”H “live” area. For bleed ads, include at least 1/8-inch (.125-inch)  
       bleed areas and trim marks.

ADVERTISING POLICY:  La Habra Heights Improvement Association 
(LHHIA) reserves the right to accept or reject advertising for Heights Life and 
to delete objectionable words and phrases. Submission of an advertisement 
to Heights Life does not constitute a commitment by LHHIA to publish 
the advertisement. Publication of an advertisement does not constitute an 
agreement for continued publication. Heights Life and LHHIA will not be 
liable for failure to publish an advertisement as requested or for more than 
one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. Heights Life and LHHIA liability 
shall be limited to an adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by any 
error, with maximum liability being cancellation of the cost of the first 
incorrect advertisement or republication of the correct advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall Heights Life or LHHIA be liable for consequential 
damage of any kind. The editors of Heights Life attempt to screen advertisers 
carefully, but we are neither responsible for nor liable for the performance 
or non-performance of advertisers. If you have compliments or complaints 
involving advertisers, please contact LHHIA. For more information, please 
call Monica Gunns at 714-412-2667. 

Make checks payable to LHHIA and mail to: LHHIA, P.O. Box 241, La Habra, 
CA  90631. Advertising Co-directors: Monica Gunns and Carolyn Boehringer. 



PROFESSIONAL 
PHOTOS

HOME VIDEO 
TOURS

DRONE 
PHOTOGRAPHY
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COMMUNITY
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EXPOSURE

ALL OUR LISTINGS FEATURE THIS AND MUCH MORE

'lets talkQuestions about your situation?               It’s Free!Questions about your situation?               It’s Free!

562.522.9620
Jan@JanFiore.com 
www.JanFiore.com

Realtor®  |  CalRE #01262942
1772 Hacienda Rd., La Habra Heights, CA 90631

CalRE #01517694

JAN  F IORE
R E A l  E s t A t E  s p E c I A l I s t

©2020 Coldwell Banker Diamond. All Rights Reserved. 
Coldwell Banker Diamond fully supports the principles of the 
Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by 
a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell 
Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell 
Banker Real Estate LLC. CalRE #01517694

LOW RATES + LOW INVENTORY = GREAT TIME TO SELL

CERTAINTYCERTAINTY IN “UNCERTAIN” TIMES
Even in the times we’re experiencing now, I know one thing is for 

certaIn, I am 100% committed to helping you with your situation. 
Lean on my experience.

SOLD off market  |  $850,000SOLD off market  |  $850,000
1475 Bonnie Jean, LH Heights

JUST SOLD

SOLD in 18 days  |  $1,200,000SOLD in 18 days  |  $1,200,000
945 Avocado Crest, LH Heights

JUST SOLD

SOLD in 5 days  |  $890,000SOLD in 5 days  |  $890,000
1757 Subtropic Dr, LH Heights

JUST SOLD

SOLD in 4 days  |  $460,000SOLD in 4 days  |  $460,000
580 Black Walnut, La Habra

JUST SOLD

SOLD in 19 days  |  $914,800SOLD in 19 days  |  $914,800
2500 Ardsheal Dr, LH Heights

JUST SOLD

SOLD  |  $790,000SOLD  |  $790,000
875 Reposado Dr, LH Heights

JUST SOLD

SOLD in 3 days  |  $600,000SOLD in 3 days  |  $600,000
1914 Tumin Rd, LH Heights

JUST SOLD

Stunning HStunning HOOrrSSe Pre PrOPOPertyerty
930 Picaacho, LH Heights

5 be/5 ba,  3,987 sf,  52,097 sf lot

NEW ON MARKET

3D MATTERPORT
IMAGING

3D
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Brian Bergman..........562-690-5047........Briansbergman@hotmail.com
Carey Klingfus...........562-697-2561..........carey@AELinspector.com
Dennis Laherty.........714-401-0873........Dennis.laherty@gmail.com
Jane Williams............562-697-5473.........jwilliams90631@gmail.com 
Norm Zezula..............562-697-9914........normzezulaLhh@gmail.com

sheriff report

   June 2020
Advanced life-support calls: 31 (10 in LHH, 21 in LA County), Basic life-
support calls: 8, Public assist: 1, Fire calls: 10, Traffic collisions: 3.

Total Incidents: 53

© Copyright La Habra Heights Improvement Association, 2020

LHH Fire Report

PRESORTED STD

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

Anaheim, CA
Permit No. 1351

P.O. Box 241
La Habra, CA 90631

Pam McVicar, President (LHHIAPresident@gmail.com), as well as 
        Membership Chairperson (Memberlhhia@gmail.com) and Youth Employment  
        Roster (youthlhhia@gmail.com).........................................................714-504-3415
Rick Brooks, Vice President & Webmaster (plumeriafarmer@gmail.com)
Lynn Kelley, Secretary and ‘Halloween Haunt’ Co-chairperson  
         (lynnkelley91@gmail.com).....................................................................562-371-4603
Romalyn Litchfield, Treasurer (romalynl@hotmail.com)........................562-697-6264
Jane Noltensmeier, Director (jane@soldbyjane.realtor).............................714-932-2403
Catherine Richert, ‘Morning With Santa’ Chairperson 
         (catherinerichert@aol.com).................................................................562-697-0962
Michelle Saldivar, ‘Halloween Haunt’ Co-chairperson 
        (msldi9135@aol.com)...........................................................................562-902-0125
Stan Carroll, Director (gw1763@gmail.com)...........................................562-697-1187
Angela Owen, Director (arowen3@yahoo.com).........................................562-201-1119

Heights Life : heightslifeeditor@gmail.com
Editors: Dan and Barbara Stracner.................................................... 310-614-6878 
Advertising Co-chairperson: Carolyn Boehringer, Director.........310-849-4582
Advertising Co-chairperson: Monica Gunns, Director..................714-412-2667

Welcome Wagon : welcomewagonLHHIA@gmail.com
Chairperson: Vicki Cooke.................................................................... 562-694-4949

June 2020
Aggravated assault: 1, Burglary: 4, Weapons laws: 1, Controlled substance 
possession: 1, Vehicle & boating laws: 2, Felony vandalism: 1, Petty theft: 3, 
Persons mentally ill: 1, Traffic accidents: 2, Non-criminal: 4, Miscellaneous: 2.

Total Incidents: 22

La Habra Heights Improvement Association is a 501(c)(3) 
volunteer organization (Tax ID# 95-2455456) that receives no funding 
from the City of La Habra Heights—so we rely on your annual dues 
and other donations to pay for our many community events and 
projects. Annual membership dues are:

•  Regular: $35

•  Bronze: $75

•  Silver: $100

•  Gold: $250

•  Platinum: $500+

Pay online at www.lhhia.com or mail your check (made payable 
to LHHIA) to: LHHIA, P.O. Box 241, La Habra, CA 90631.

 Become a member

PPublic meetings of the La Habra Heights City Council, the 
Planning  Commission and the Roads Advisory Committee have 
been suspended until further notice due to ongoing COVID-19 restrictions. 

However, some meetings may be held remotely and may be viewed on the 
internet, and written and phone-in comments may be allowed. Visit lhhcity.org 
for additional information and up-to-date schedules. Please also see page 4 for the 
Mayor’s discussion about how remote meetings are being held.

AUGUST 10       La Habra Heights City Council meeting: 6:30 p.m.
AUGUST 24       Roads Advisory Committee meeting: 6:30 p.m.
AUGUST 25       Planning Commission meeting: 6:30 p.m.

All 2020 Music in The Park concerts have been canceled due to COVID-19, as 
have all horse shows and other public events at The Park until further notice.
The LHHIA Annual General Meeting and Election scheduled at City Hall on 
Sept. 2 is contingent on COVID-19 developments. Visit lhhia.org for updates.                                       

Boy Scout Troop 883 • Call Brian Freeman at 562-743-1973
Boy Scout Troop 1814 • 951-538-8377 or cookmaster251@yahoo.com
Boys and Girls Club • 562-694-1805 • ourchildrensfuture.org
Habitat Authority • habitatauthority.org/waystohelp
Meals on Wheels • 562-383-4221 • LaHabraMealsonWheels.org
VCC: The Gary Center • 562-264-6000 • vccthegarycenter.org

Emergency .................................................................................911
City Hall: www.lhhcity.org........................................562-694-6302
Sheriff’s Department (Industry Station)...........626-330-3322
Ranger Services..........................................................562-698-1446
Fire Department (non-emergency)..........................562-694-8283
La Habra Heights County Water District........562-697-6769
Los Angeles County Animal Control.................562-940-6898
Fido Come Home (report lost and found pets)..........562-694-8090
Republic Waste Services..........................................800-700-8610

LHH Community Events

Emergency & City Numbers

La Habra Heights City Council

Community Service Opportunities

LHHIA Board of Directors
lhhia.org


