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When building his own home, 
Geoff Bowley of Bowley 
Builders took inspiration from 
farmhouses and barns. In the 
dining area, a reclaimed wood 
accent wall provides warmth. by Rebecca Falzano

Photography Irvin Serrano
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nterviewers love to ask famous chefs what they 
cook at home. Their answers are often surprisingly 
uncomplicated: roast chicken simply prepared, 
mac and cheese—comfort food that tastes 

good without a lot of fuss. When Geoff Bowley of 
Bowley Builders was ready to build his own home 
in Kennebunkport, he took a similar approach: a 
contemporary house that was simple, straightforward, 
and on the small side. In other words, a bit of a 
departure from the grander, more traditional homes 
Bowley Builders is known for. 

The style of his house may have been different from 
what Bowley is used to building, but that didn’t stop 
him from taking bits and pieces of inspiration from his 
previous projects. He also chose a team he’s worked 
with before: architect David Graham of Graham 
Architects and interior designer Krista Stokes, both 
in Kennebunkport. The site itself was also familiar: a 
lot in a subdivision where Bowley had built two other 
homes. 

The history of the land drove the team’s vision for 
the house. The area was once farmland. “One time 
about 15 or so years ago, I was driving down here and 
the cows had gotten out and were running across the 
road,” recalls Graham. “We wanted to design something 

reminiscent of a refurbished barn or farmhouse,” says 
Bowley. “To make it look as though it had been here for 
a while, but updated with some contemporary funky 
elements.” 

First, however, Graham had to determine how the 
house should sit on its sloped site. “The trick was how 
to situate the house on the hill so that the relationship 
between the driveway and the garage elevation wasn’t 
so aggressive that we’d be skating down it in the middle 
of winter,” says Bowley. While the site was a challenge, it 
was also a benefit: the hill sets the house back from and 
above the road, granting the property some privacy 
and some space from the rest of the subdivision. 

As a builder, Bowley was especially conscientious 
about construction efficiency and affordability. This 
meant building a house that was easy to frame with 
simple trims and a straightforward layout, without 
sacrificing stylistic components. While clean lines were 
his aesthetic preference, they also served another 
function: keeping costs down. “It’s easier to build 
a box than it is to build four boxes with a number of 
complicated angles. We used a simple trim detail and 
windows that were mostly the same size. By simplifying 
things like that, you can save a lot of money,” says 
Graham.

I

A Builder’s House
What happens when a builder builds his own home? 
An efficiently constructed house that doesn’t cut any 
corners on style.



110

The kitchen features custom walnut cabinetry and 
open shelving by Derek Preble Cabinetmakers. “It takes 
discipline to have open shelves,” says interior designer 
(and Bowley’s good friend) Krista Stokes. “Geoff is the 
perfect person to have them because everything will get 
put back exactly where it belongs.”
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In addition, the way the home was constructed 
saved money. Traditionally, homes are built via 
platform framing, where each floor level is framed as 
a separate unit or platform. Bowley’s house, however, 
was built with balloon frame construction, a common 
technique for building barns, where the wall studs 
extend from the sill of the first story all the way to 
the end rafters of the second story. “There is a cost 
and time savings with this type of construction,” says 
Graham.  

Graham designed the 2,000-square-foot floor plan 
with family living in mind, to create enough space for 
Bowley, his fiancé, and five-year-old daughter. To start, 
Graham placed the main entry in the front corner of 
the house, rather than creating a traditional front door 
in the middle. “This informed the rest of the layout,” 
he says. “We then said, OK, how do you get from the 
garage to the main living space, and went from there.” 
The garage is linked to the main house with a half-flight 
of stairs and a mudroom that steps up to the main 
entry, and then continues on to the second floor. Off 
the main entry is a powder room and then, to the right 

of the stairs, the first floor opens up to the kitchen, 
dining, and living area. “The stairs work really well in 
this configuration,” says Graham, “because you’re not 
climbing a full flight. You get breaks in between and 
the house is gradually stepped.”

Beyond the entry area, a modern kitchen featuring 
slate countertops, open shelving, and walnut cabinetry 
by Derek Preble Cabinetmakers opens up to a two-
story-high living and dining area. “The ceiling height 
is an indulgence in the common space,” says Stokes. 
“It draws you in.” Instead of a separate formal dining 
room, the dining area is part of the living area, given 
its own personality with a two-story reclaimed-wood 
accent wall. “In keeping with the farmhouse vibe, we 
used a lot of reclaimed beams throughout the house,” 
says Bowley.

Tucked into the back corner on the first floor is 
the owners’ suite. Wood features prominently here 
too: in the bedroom a reclaimed-wood wall separates 
the sleeping area from a closet without doors, giving 
the room an open feel while keeping clothes storage 
hidden. “We got this idea for a ‘headboard’ wall from 

At around 2,000 square feet, the size of the house 
inherently kept costs down. “It’s a compact house but 
still has everything you need,” says architect David 
Graham. “You can really get a lot out of a small space if 
you have really great design.” 



A corner of the living area (above) showcases a Fruits of Design wallpaper that’s a modern take on traditional damask.
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WE WANTED IT TO LOOK AS THOUGH IT HAD 
BEEN HERE FOR A WHILE, BUT UPDATED WITH 
SOME CONTEMPORARY FUNKY ELEMENTS.”“



another project of ours,” says Bowley. 
“We liked how it opened up the space.” 

Upstairs, two bedrooms and a bath 
are accessible via a hall that looks 
down on the living area. “The cathedral-
ceilinged living area is beautiful, but 
we had to think very carefully about it 
because it came at the expense of space 
on the second floor,” says Bowley.

With his builder hat on, Bowley was 
thinking about resale value, but as a 
homeowner, he knew he needed a space 
he would be excited to come home to 
at the end of the day. “It’s a challenge to 
try to express what you want in a house 
and then also be thinking about what 
other people want,” he says. Luckily, 
Bowley had Stokes to help him make 
interior design decisions that reflect 
who he is. The two friends share a love 
of the Beastie Boys, and when they saw 
Mike Diamond’s Brooklyn brownstone 
in the New York Times a couple years 

ago, they immediately filled a Pinterest 
board. “That eclectic vibe became our 
style statement,” says Stokes. “It was 
sophisticated but really laid back.” 
Borrowing elements from that house, 
Stokes selected the Flavor Paper Brooklyn 
Toile wallcovering Diamond helped design 
and the chalkboard paint in the powder 
room where guests are encouraged to 
write on the walls. “We liked that it was 
this classic, old brownstone with these 
amazing moulding details and old hot-
water radiators, but that they layered 
in more contemporary elements,” says 
Stokes. Similarly, Stokes sought to add 
contemporary flourishes throughout 
Bowley’s home: bold, patterned 
wallpapers, bright-painted doorjambs, 
contemporary lighting. “I knew Geoff and 
his style so well, so it was easy for me to 
say, ‘You have to get these sconces,’ and 
he just trusted me. We speak the same 
language.”

In the owners’ bedroom (above) 
a reclaimed wood wall serves as 
a divider between bedroom and 
closet area. 

A little girl’s room features a 
metallic wallpaper by Flavor Paper 
(above, right) that Stokes says 
is flexible and fun enough to last 
through the teenage years.
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Fans of the Beastie Boys, 
Stokes and Bowley chose a 
toile wallpaper designed by 
Mike D in collaboration with 
Favor Paper (which he used 
in his Brooklyn brownstone) 
for Bowley’s second-floor 
landing. 

Wood features prominently 
in the owners’ bath 
(opposite) contrasted 
with clean white custom 
cabinetry by Derek Preble 
Cabinetmakers.
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The kitchen opens to a vaulted living and dining area, 
which Bowley and team “had to think very carefully 
about because it came at the expense of space on 
the second floor,” says Bowley. To keep costs down, 
window sizes were kept consistent. “If you start with 
really beautiful windows, you don’t have to try so hard 
with your furnishings,” says Stokes.
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Graham also enjoyed working with a client who 
is a builder. “With most houses, the challenge is 
trying to explain to the client different aspects of 
construction. On this project, I didn’t have to educate 
anyone. Geoff understood the timelines and the 
process—and the costs,” says Graham. 

Even though Bowley is a seasoned pro, he still 
found himself falling into pitfalls he sometimes sees 
his clients fall into. “When you’re designing a house 
and you can’t physically stand there and look at it you 
start to get nervous that you’re not putting enough 
character into it.” At one point, Bowley was second-
guessing his living room wall colors, thinking he 
should do a blue accent wall opposite the reclaimed 
wood wall. “Krista talked me out of it,” says Bowley. 
“She told me, ‘No, less is more,’ which is exactly what 
I tell my clients all the time. When you’re doing it on 
your own, especially for the first time, even if you 
build houses for a living, you still get wrapped up in 
the homeowner part of it.”  MH+D

For more information, see Resources on page 154.
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Pictured: 
Casey Prentice, President,
The Prentice Organization 
and Prentice Hospitality Group

Thursday

September 24 
9:00am to 2:30pm

Portland Museum of Art

$100 per person

Lunch will be served and 
the day will end with a garden 

party cocktail reception

Purchase tickets at
themainemag.com

For more information call 
(207) 772-3373

15 SPEAKERS,
ONE DYNAMIC DAY OF 

LIVELY CONVERSATIONS

Produced by Maine magazine 
and Treehouse Institute

Presenting Sponsors:

BRIGHT IDEAS 

Reclaimed wood in several areas

Heat pump

Reclaimed granite steps

A view of the reclaimed accent wall 
shows the upstairs hall that looks down 
on the main living space (opposite).

The powder room (above) was also 
inspired by Mike D’s Brooklyn home. 
Chalkboard paint invites guests to leave 
messages on the walls.




