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Welcome from the President

Dear Student,

Welcome to EDvance College. I am honored that you have chosen our college to support
and guide your journey of undergraduate study, personal growth, and professional
development. As you will soon discover, EDvance is more than an institution of higher
education. We are a community of advocates and activists in the field of Early Childhood
Education (ECE). We believe in breaking down structures that break people down, and we
act on those beliefs, individually and in community with others, as a lived practice. EDvance
College was born out of this lived practice, and together, we work to transform the higher
education system and build a world with equitable, inclusive, and representative ECE
experiences. We have designed an equity-based and culturally-responsive model that
provides accessible and practical opportunities to attain a BA degree and the necessary
credentials for ECE professionals.

The curriculum, programming, and policies outlined in this handbook form the structure of
EDvance College. However, the College's spirit and driving force is our community of
students and everything they bring with them: their diversity, passions, strengths,
challenges, friendships, and resiliency. We have repeatedly witnessed that spirit circulate
beyond EDvance College to mobilize change in different communities and institutional
contexts. EDvance is an institutional home to change agents, so we put relationships first,
engage in inventive content, provide whole human support, and dismantle traditional
institutional barriers. Together, we will apply theory and practice in equal measure to
transform our shared environments so EVERYONE—students, teachers, families, and
communities—can understand, realize, and then actualize their full potential.

We hope you feel as though we live up to our priorities and see those reflected in our
policies and procedures. Our team of faculty, Student Success Advocates, tutors, and
administrators are here to ensure your personal and academic success.

Yours in Service,

Dr. Lygia Stebbing
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Accreditation Statement

EDvance College has applied for Eligibility from the WASC Senior College and University
Commission (WSCUC). WSCUC has reviewed the application and determined that the
institution is eligible to proceed with an Application for Accreditation. A determination of
Eligibility is not a formal status with the WASC Senior College and University Commission,
nor does it ensure eventual accreditation. It is a preliminary finding that the institution is
potentially accreditable and can proceed within five years of its Eligibility determination
to be reviewed for Candidacy or Initial Accreditation status with the Commission.

Questions about Eligibility may be directed to the institution or to WSCUC at
https://www.wscuc.org/contact or (510) 748-9001.
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Section 2: About EDvance College

2.1 Our Vision

EDvance imagines a world in which higher education facilitates the development of agency
and full potential in individuals and communities.
2.2. Our Values
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2.3 Our Mission

EDvance’s mission is to create an ecosystem of teachers, leaders, and change agents who
work to transform society. In alignment with this mission, EDvance’s purpose is to provide an
academic experience grounded in real and relevant issues with the aim of developing
academically well-rounded, equity-focused, and self-determined leaders.

2.4 Institutional Learning Outcomes (ILOs)

● EDvance graduates are effective communicators using written, verbal, and visual
formats.

● EDvance graduates are strong critical thinkers and are able to apply critical thinking
skills to effectively locate, select, appraise, and use information.

● EDvance graduates feel confident and competent using quantitative reasoning and
scientific inquiry.

● EDvance graduates are reflective professionals, collaborators, leaders, and agents of
change, committed to equity, diversity, and social justice.
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Section 3: Undergraduate Program

3.1 The EDvance Model

EDvance combines an affordable, inclusive, and dynamic remote ECE curriculum with
unparalleled support services to empower real world students to attain their BA degree and
succeed in career advancement. EDvance empowers students to make higher education
work for them by meeting them where they are at and building an individualized and
career-focused path forward. EDvance provides a rigorous and relevant scope and
sequence of theory and practice for practitioners. The model combines the experience of
community and practice-based faculty with applied learning and real-world research, that
is delivered with a social equity lens. In addition, our cohort model meets you where you’re
at and provides culturally responsive, sequenced, and scaffolded learning modules, placing
you on a proven pathway to a BA degree (or other credentials) that save students time and
money.

3.2 Curriculum Design

EDvance College’s BA Degree in Early Childhood Studies (BA-ECS) is designed to produce
an academically well-rounded workforce of culturally and linguistically diverse early
childhood educators through meaningful and relevant content.

Our institutional approach to curriculum delivery--content and pedagogy--considers the
changing demographics of the working student. Our degree is organized to follow a
scaffolded sequence from the beginning of the program of study to the end. In 15-week
semesters, content is organized into courses that ask students to think, reflect, and apply.
Students are exposed to dynamic, relevant, and critical content where they analyze theories
and synthesize concepts. In the same semester, students apply and practice the concepts
from their theoretical courses while practicing in the field. Disciplinary concepts and SLOs
are scaffolded across courses in a way that consistently foster mastery across the
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curriculum and program as a whole as opposed to mastery of content or skills in one
course at one point in time.

While the EDvance College experience is based on a sequenced and scaffolded model,
should a student need to step out or fall out of sequence, the designated Student Success
Advocates will work closely with the student to create a modified educational plan to
ensure the student is on track to graduate in a timely manner.

3.3 Program Learning Goals (PLOs)

Our PLOs were developed in alignment with state and national ECE standards and
competencies and validated by our Advisory Committee which is composed of ECE leaders
and practitioners in the field. The PLOs are competency-based; that is, they reflect what
students will learn in each module and what students will be able to practice, or do, in the
field during and after the program. Our Early Childhood Studies BA degree is guided by the
following eight Program Learning Objectives:

1. Explains the role of policy, advocacy, and organizing in early childhood education to
act as leaders and agents of change.

2. Describes and applies scientific inquiry principles for observing, assessing,
documenting, and interpreting children’s development.

3. Describes the early childhood education field and profession with a particular focus
on concepts and competencies, working conditions, management, history, systems
and structures, and ethical, legal, and professional standards.

4. Demonstrates professional communication skills using verbal, written, and visual
forms to build positive, collaborative relationships with families, children, colleagues,
and the community.

5. Describes, practices, and promotes equitable approaches to create positive learning
opportunities for children and families with a strong focus on language learning and
inclusion.

6. Plans, develops, articulates, and implements theoretically-underpinned interventions
and curriculum to create positive and healthy learning environments.

7. Demonstrates and elevates a culture of reflective practice.
8. Demonstrates and applies subject-specific pedagogy and developmental

processes of domain learning.
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3.4 Courses in Degree

The Bachelor of Arts (BA) Degree in Early Childhood Studies (ECS) consists of 120 units of
lower and upper division coursework. General Education (GE) courses provide students with
the breadth across the following GE areas: Arts and Culture (AC), Communicative Fluency
(CF), Social and Behavioral Sciences (SBS), and Scientific Inquiry and Quantitative
Reasoning (SIQR). Major Early Childhood Studies (ECS) courses provide students with the
depth of knowledge and key concepts related to the early childhood education field. First
time freshmen are required to complete both lower and upper division courses during their
program of study. Transfer students enter EDvance COllege at the upper division level and
are required to complete the upper division courses outlined below.

Lower Division General Education Courses [60 units]

AC 150: Language, Culture, and Power

AC 250: Cultural Foundations of Musical and Artistic Literacies

CF 110: Oral Communication in the Early Childhood Profession

CF 130: Teaching in a Diverse Society (Critical Thinking)

CF 210: Health, Safety, and Nutrition (Composition)

ECS 120: Child, Family, and Community

ECS 130: Student Success and Educational Justice

ECS 131: Principles and Practices of Teaching Young Children CORP*

ECS 161: Curriculum Development CORP*

ECS 240: Observation and Assessment

ECS 281: Pedagogy of Early Learning Subject Matter CORP*

SBS 140: Introduction to Child Development

SBS 280: US History through Children’s Literature

SBS 290: US Government: Understanding Policy and Decision Making in Education

SIQR 110: Biological Science in Early Childhood

SIQR 251: Kinesthetic and Aesthetic Development in Young Children CORP* (LAB)

SIQR 260: Mathematics for Educators

*course has a supervised field experience component where students are required to work 15 hours
a week in an early childhood setting.
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Major Upper Division Coursework [60 Units]

AC 450: Supporting Children’s Creativity through Curriculum Development

CF 332: Professional Communication and Advocacy

ECS 310: Social-Emotional Learning and Teaching (SBS 310)

ECS 312: Determinants of Health and Development in Children

ECS 320: Inclusive Child Development

ECS 321: Introduction to Communities of Reflective Practice (CORP)*

ECS 330: Research in the Context of Language and Literacy (SIQR 330)

ECS 332: Professional Communication and Advocacy (CF 332)

ECS 340: Language and Literacy Development for Language Learners

ECS 341: Language and Literacy Strategies in Practice CORP*

ECS 430: STEAM Concepts in ECE (SIQR 430)

ECS 432: Equity in Action: Policy, Advocacy, and Organizing in Early Childhood (SBS 432)

ECS 450: Supporting Children’s Creativity through Curriculum Development (AC 450)

ECS 451: Pedagogical Approaches in STEAM CORP*

ECS 520: Capstone Project

ECS 531: Professional Practitioner in ECE CORP*

SBS 310: Social-Emotional Learning and Teaching

SBS 432: Equity in Action: Policy, Advocacy, and Organizing in Early Childhood

SIQR 330: Research in the Context of Language and Literacy

SIQR 430: STEAM Concepts in ECE

*course has a supervised field experience component where students are required to work 15 hours
a week in an early childhood setting.

13
EDvance College Student Handbook (updated August, 2022)



Section 4: Inclusive Admissions Policy

4.1 Overview

EDvance seeks to remove barriers that traditionally stand in the way of attending college.
Students are required to have completed high school or have a GED to enter into EDvance
college. EDvance is keenly aware of the need for our society to have culturally and
linguistically representative educators and practitioners in our community, to that end, we
support students in which English is a second language. EDvance does not have a
minimum GPA requirement. All applicants will have an interview with a Student Success
Advocate to assess goodness of fit. Students should demonstrate a commitment to
working with young children.

4.2 General Admissions Criteria

Student applications are reviewed and selected for acceptance into EDvance degree
programs using a combination of the following factors (this is not an exhaustive list):

● Each program seeks to admit students with diverse skills, experiences, and
backgrounds that will contribute to a fertile learning community.

● The institution considers academic readiness as evidenced by previous academic
achievement and considers potential for success as demonstrated by personal
characteristics and prior experience, including teaching experience.

● The institution weighs the candidate’s level of desire to engage in program work, and
their desire to align with program goals.

● The institution seeks to serve students who are able to devote a minimum of 15 hours
a week to work in their field of study. *This includes having relevant work-specific
immunization and criminal background check requirements to work in the field.

4.3 Equal Opportunity and Non-Discrimination Statement

EDvance College does not discriminate in its educational programs and activities (which
extends to employment and admission) on the basis of race, color, religion, citizenship,
political activity or affiliation, marital status, age, national origin, ancestry, physical or
mental disability, medical condition (as defined under California law), military or veteran
status, family care status, sexual orientation, sex (which includes gender identity and
expression, pregnancy, childbirth, or related medical conditions), taking or requesting
statutorily-protected leave, or any other basis protected by law.
(See §20 for Statement on Sex Discrimination, Sexual Harassment, and other forms of sexual
misconduct.)
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4.4 Language Proficiency

Students entering EDvance College are asked to be at the level of English documented by
graduation from an American High School (true freshman and Advanced ECE statuses) or
proof of passage from an accredited college (grade of C- or better) in a 3 semester unit
course in English reading and composition. At this time, EDvance College does not provide
ESL courses or classes taught in another language. However, all students have access to
our embedded tutors and writing center to support English skill development and writing
success.
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Section 5: Graduation Requirements

5.1 Degree Requirements

EDvance College awards a Bachelor of Arts (BA) in Early Childhood Education degree.

To earn a Bachelor’s Degree, students must:
● complete a minimum of 60 lower division and 60 upper division semester units

towards graduation requirements
● complete a culminating reflective practice portfolio
● complete the capstone inquiry project
● complete the General Education requirements
● complete all major coursework with an overall GPA of 2.0
● clear any grades of “I” marks from your record

While Student Success Advocates will work with students to ensure they are on track and
meeting all necessary graduation requirements, it is ultimately the student’s responsibility
to be aware of current requirements and to frequently consult with your Student Success
Advocates about progress toward completion.

5.2 Meeting the College’s academic standards

Candidates must earn a minimum grade point average of C (2.00) overall GPA in order to
graduate.

5.3 Completing General Education

EDvance College has designed our GE and major courses to provide students with the
knowledge and skills needed to pursue a career in ECE and/or an advanced degree.
Students are asked to demonstrate general education competency in written
communication, quantitative reasoning, scientific inquiry, social and behavioral sciences,
arts and culture, and history. Courses are sequenced over lower and upper division
coursework to support student progress toward mastery.
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Section 6: Course Descriptions

Arts and Culture (AC)

AC 150: Language, Culture, and Power (3 units).
Introduction to the study of language use in various cultural and political contexts including
peer groups, classrooms, families, and communities. Examines language varieties, groups'
identities, representations, and personal narratives shaped by history, power, and privilege.
Students will reflect on big ideas such as the nature of the good life, how and why cultural
traditions change, and the power of imagination to enlarge and invigorate experience.

AC 250: Cultural Foundations of Musical and Artistic Literacies (3 units)
This course is a survey of a diverse selection of musical traditions and practices, from
ancient to modern times, aimed at expanding the student's knowledge of and appreciation
for music beyond what is easily accessible and heavily marketed. Emphasis on
appreciating the aesthetic value of representative works within their cultural contexts.

AC 450: Supporting Children's Creativity through Curriculum Development (3 units).
Applies the process of art and aesthetic development in young children. Students learn how
to facilitate integrated development in young children through art mediums. They will
explore and apply techniques to increase engagement in art and comprehension across
domains for diverse learners. Explore how to modify art curriculum for children with specific
needs and to increase access for all students. Cross listed as ECS 450.

Communicative Fluency (CF)

CF 110: Oral Communication in the Early Childhood Education Profession (3 units).
Explore and develop oral communication skills through examination of relational
communication tools, such as use of self, reflective practice, and active listening.  Practice
both debate and dialogue to become an effective communicator in personal, professional
and academic contexts.  Learn how to adapt messages and mode of delivery for various
audiences and outcomes, with an emphasis on technology and accessibility.

CF 130: Teaching in a Diverse Society - Critical Thinking (3 units)

Develop critical thinking concepts and skills while becoming more informed about current

equity issues in early childhood education. Students will apply deductive and inductive

reasoning to explore bias, oppression, and justice as it relates to diversity in early childhood

education. Students will also explore and consider strategies to address developmental,
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linguistic, and cultural needs of children by analyzing and assessing the credibility of

information and sources using logic and reasoning.

CF 210: Health, Safety, and Nutrition - Composition (3 units)

This course will explore the laws, regulations, standards, policies, procedures, and best

practices related to health, safety, and nutrition in care and education settings. Students

will explore the role that early childhood educators play in prevention strategies, nutrition

and meal planning, integrating health safety and nutrition experiences into daily routines,

and overall risk management. Students will develop and practice college level reading,

writing, and thinking skills specifically focused on children's health issues and its causes

and consequences through current non-fiction literature.

CF 332: Professional Communication and Advocacy (3 units)

This course provides students with an overview of and opportunity to practice oral, aural,

written, and visual literacy skills while considering purpose, context, and audience. Special

focus will be given to the early child education genres, audiences, and settings of

communication such as academics, children, family, community, and workplace.

Early Childhood Studies (ECS)

ECS 120: Child, Family, and Community (3 units)
This course focuses on socialization among children, families, and communities using
historical and theoretical frameworks. Students will explore issues that affect children,
families, and communities and their contributing factors.

ECS 130: Student Success and Educational Justice (3 units)
This course provides students with an opportunity to reflect on their own personal
educational journey to higher education while examining the barriers and capital that
contributed to their experience. Students explore EDvance resources, student services,
advising, mentoring, coaching, and the benefits of cohorting. Students apply concepts of
educational justice and an exploration of their own educational experiences to examine the
early childcare workplace.

ECS 131: Principles and Practices of Teaching Young Children CORP* (6 units)
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This course is designed for teachers working in early childhood (0-4) or transitional
kindergarten settings. Students will examine their teaching philosophy and engage in the
reflective practice cycle process. Students will use a variety of instructional strategies to
assess and support children’s learning and development.

ECS 161: Curriculum Development CORP* (6 units)
This course will provide students with the opportunity to develop and create appropriate
curriculum and environments for children birth through age eight. Students will apply child
development concepts and theories to plan learning environments and curriculum in all
content areas.

ECS 240: Observation and Assessment (3 units)
This course examines the appropriate use of assessment and observation tools and
strategies to document young children’s development and learning. Students will use
findings to inform and plan learning environments and experiences. Students will learn
about recording strategies, rating systems, portfolios, and the multiple assessment tools
used to assess needs in the early childhood classroom.

ECS 281: Pedagogy of Early Learning Subject Matter CORP* (6 units)
This course provides students with an opportunity to develop a pedagogical approach in
the development and delivery of early learning subject matter, such as history, language
arts, social studies, and math. Students will use concepts of reflective practice to analyze
their own pedagogical strengths and challenges as well as improve their practice.

ECS 310: Social-Emotional Learning and Teaching (3 units)
This course explores how to foster self-regulation and social emotional learning to promote
positive behavior in young children. Students will understand the importance of creating
safe and welcoming environments and of addressing adverse childhood experiences.
Students will apply evidence-based strategies for partnering with young children and their
caregivers to assess needs and to create individualized and embedded learning
opportunities. Cross-listed as SBS 310.

ECS 312: Determinants of Health and Development in Children (3 units)
This course focuses on determinants of child health and development with a specific focus
on brain development. Students will apply the levels of prevention and ecological models to
organize their understanding of children's health and development. In this course, students
take an interdisciplinary approach to understand the leading causes of child morbidity and
mortality. Cross-listed as CF 312.
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ECS 320: Inclusive Child Development (3 units)
This course provides an integrated overview of inclusive child development with a focus on
children ages birth through eight. Observation and assessment will be introduced as a
common method of gathering information and data to better understand both typical and
atypical development in young children. Topics include issues related to children with
special needs and their physical, sensory, communicative, and behavioral disabilities.
Topics include issues related to children with special needs and their physical, sensory,
communicative and behavioral disabilities. A contemporary perspective will be applied as
students learn principles of universal design, identification and referral processes and
appropriate community resources for children and families.

ECS 321: Introduction to Communities of Reflective Practice (CORP)* (6 units)
This course examines competencies, roles, responsibilities, and settings of Early Childhood
Practitioners. Discover methods for utilizing relationships in the process of shared learning,
including coaching, cultural capital and self-care. Emerge from the course with growing
confidence in your evolution as an Early Childhood Educator. Discuss and demonstrate
elements of Reflective Practice and its role in professional practice and development.

ECS 330: Research in the Context of Language and Literacy (3 units)
This course provides students with an overview of research types, methods, and
applications in the ECE field. Using language and literacy as the context, students will
explore and understand the role that research, data, and evidence play in planning,
developing, and implementing early childhood strategies and interventions. Cross-listed as
SIQR 330.

ECS 332: Professional Communication and Advocacy (3 units)
This course provides students with an overview of and opportunity to practice oral, aural,
written, and visual literacy skills while considering purpose, context, and audience. Special
focus will be given to the early child education genres, audiences, and settings of
communication such as academics, children, family, community, and workplace.
Cross-listed as CF 332.

ECS 340: Language and Literacy Development for Language Learners (3 units)
The course provides key scientifically-based reading research foundations needed to apply
reading and literacy strategies and interventions across all domains of learning. This course
emphasizes the importance of cultural competence to support language and literacy while
recognizing limitations of standardized curriculum and assessments. Develop instructional
strategies to ensure that practices are strengths-based, inclusive, and equitable for all
learners, particularly dual language learners. Cross-listed as AC 340.
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ECS 341: Language and Literacy Strategies in Practice CORP* (6 units)
Students apply and practice literacy concepts and strategies in the ECE workplace.
Students will utilize videos as a tool to observe and reflect on their own practice while
receiving constructive and supportive feedback from their instructor and peers. Students
will integrate diverse genres, contemporary trends, and controversies in children’s literature
and literacy interventions.

ECS 430: STEAM Concepts in ECE (3 units)
This course supports the teaching of science, technology, engineering, and math concepts.
Students will apply traditional and STEAM teaching strategies to develop curriculum.
Cross-listed as SIQR 430

ECS 432: Equity in Action: Policy, Advocacy, and Organizing in Early Childhood (3 units)
This course examines historical and current policies that impact early childhood education
and child development. Students will explore the role of advocacy and organizing in the
policy-making process. Using an equity and social justice lens, students will explore their
role as an active, engaged, and informed advocate and leader for children and early
childhood education. Cross-listed as SBS 432.

ECS 450: Supporting Children’s Creativity through Curriculum Development (3 units)
Applies the process of art and aesthetic development in young children. Students learn how
to facilitate integrated development in young children through art mediums. They will
explore and apply techniques to increase engagement in art and comprehension across
domains for diverse learners. Explore how to modify art curriculum for children with specific
needs and to increase access for all students. Cross-listed as AC 450.

ECS 451: Pedagogical Approaches in STEAM CORP* (6 units)
This course provides students the opportunity to deepen their understanding of
implementing math and scientific concepts in a classroom setting. Students will apply
teaching strategies and develop curriculum to engage young children in higher order
mathematical and scientific concepts (i.e., algebra, calculus, physics, engineering, and
chemistry).

ECS 520: Capstone Project (3 units)
Demonstrate mastery of GE areas through application of a current issue in the field of ECE.
Students will examine a specific "problem of practice," to plan, propose, and study. Using
knowledge and skills from the previous courses, students will explore relevant material, use
critical thinking to assess the issue, apply quantitative or scientific reasoning to inform
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intervention or action, and apply oral and written communication to share findings across
audiences.

ECS 531: Professional Practitioner in ECE CORP* (6 units)
Use Reflective Practice to discover unique leadership qualities and potential with an
emphasis on promoting equity. Identify personal strengths and challenges in adult learning
and apply this knowledge to personal professional development in ECE. Evaluate your
communication and collaboration skills with diverse audiences (e.g., families, co-workers
and faculty) and set goals for ongoing growth as a leader in the field.

Social and Behavioral Sciences (SBS)

SBS 140: Introduction to Child Development (3 units)
This course provides an overview of child development from gestation to adolescence.
Students will focus on the perceptual-motor, cognitive, emotional, and social changes that
occur from birth to 8 years old. Students will learn fundamental theories and frameworks on
child development and the sociocultural, political, and historical contexts. The course
focuses on the controversies and debates that have influenced the evolution of the field
since its inception.

SBS 280: US History through Children’s Literature (3 units)
Study US History through the lens of children's literature with a focus on historically
underrepresented communities. Explore the economic, political and social development of
the country through multiple and diverse perspectives. Learn how to evaluate information
and to elevate voices of the historically oppressed.

SBS 290: US Government: Understanding Policy and Decision Making in Education (3
units)
This course examines US federal and local political institutions and practices that regulate
early care and education policy. Students will evaluate the influences of governmental
policy on early learning. Implications for teaching, policy, and leadership. Emphasis on
navigating institutional channels to become an active, engaged, and informed advocate
for early childhood education.

SBS 310: Social-Emotional Learning and Teaching (3 units)
This course explores how to foster self-regulation and social emotional learning to promote
positive behavior in young children. Students will understand the importance of creating
safe and welcoming environments and of addressing adverse childhood experiences.
Students will apply evidence-based strategies for partnering with young children and their
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caregivers to assess needs and to create individualized and embedded learning
opportunities.

SBS 432: Equity in Action: Policy, Advocacy, and Organizing in Early Childhood (3 units)
This course examines historical and current policies that impact early childhood education
and child development. Students will explore the role of advocacy and organizing in the
policy-making process. Using an equity and social justice lens, students will explore their
role as an active, engaged, and informed advocate and leader for children and early
childhood education.

Scientific Inquiry and Quantitative Reasoning (SIQR)

SIQR 110: Biological Science in Early Childhood (3 units)
This course covers the biological science of early childhood development as it relates to
prenatal and postnatal growth, brain development, maturation, and functional
performance. In addition to describing the early changes that occur in the biological
systems that comprise the human body, the course explains how the interactions between
genes and environmental factors, including physical activity, influence these changes.
Finally, the course highlights risk factors that may compromise optimal development.

SIQR 251: Kinesthetic and Aesthetic Development in Young Children CORP* (6 units)
Introduction to the visual and kinesthetic arts, including artistic expression and response,
applied motor control and coordination, and sensory integration skills using various art
mediums. Students will discuss and apply teaching strategies and curriculum design to
maximize child growth and development in the aesthetic and kinesthetic domains.
Contains a lab.

SIQR 260: Mathematics for Educators (3 units)
This course covers math concepts at the Intermediate Algebra Level including basic set
theory, elementary number theory, numeration, number systems and operations, and
problem solving techniques associated with the real number system. Focuses on
mathematical problem solving in education.

SIQR 330: Research in the Context of Language and Literacy (3 units)
This course provides students with an overview of research types, methods, and
applications in the ECE field. Using language and literacy as the context, students will
explore and understand the role that research, data, and evidence play in planning,
developing, and implementing early childhood strategies and interventions.
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SIQR 430: STEAM Concepts in ECE (3 units)
This course supports the teaching of science, technology, engineering, and math concepts.
Students will apply traditional and STEAM teaching strategies to develop curriculum.
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Section 7: Work Requirements and Place Based
Assignments

7.1 Work Requirements

Work experience is at the heart of EDvance College.  All students are required to be actively
employed in the ECE field and work a minimum of 15 hours per week. Students earn
academic credit for paid work experience as part of a 6-unit CORP course which is a course
requirement every semester.

EDvance College partners with and recruits directly from existing early child care settings,
focusing on students who want to earn a BA degree in ECS. However, if a student enters the
college and does not have a placement, the Director of Student Success and Partnerships
and the Student Success Advocate will support finding the appropriate workplace setting
for the student to meet this requirement.

With the support of mentor teachers, students develop a deeper understanding of child
development and build the skills needed to be a high impact educator. In their work setting,
students are able to operationalize pedagogical practice and become reflective
practitioners.

7.2 Place-Based Assignments

Place-based assignments mean that students work in local early childcare settings and
centers. The goals of place-based assignments are to develop early educators who are:

● Reflective of the local community and are trained in subject specific pedagogy (i.e.,
math, science, literacy)

● Inclusive of the cultural perspectives of the families and communities they serve
● Experts in curriculum design, classroom environments, adult-child interactions, and

learning interventions.

Students are required to complete a series of forms with their Site Supervisors regarding
setting goals, practicing skills learned in the classroom, and capturing videos of their
practice. Students will also be responsible for collecting video permission forms from
families, as creating and sharing videos of their practice is essential to the EDvance College
design.
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7.3. Employment Outcomes

EDvance College prepares graduates for employment* in a variety of teaching and
education professions. Graduates can work as early childhood educators as classroom
teachers, as center directors, or family child care providers. With more training or graduate
coursework, students can become a credentialed teacher in a K-12 setting, child life
specialist, or social workers.

Graduates can be employed in a job classification under the United States Department of
Labor’s Standard Occupational Classification codes (table 7.3) including:

Table 7.3: Job Title with DOL Standard Occupational Codes

11-9030  Education and Childcare Administrators

● 11-9031 Education and Childcare Administrators, Preschool and Daycare

39-9010  Childcare Workers

● 39-9011 Childcare Workers

*EDvance College does not guarantee employment upon graduation.

EDvance College is too new to provide employment data. Per section 94910(e) of the Code,
the College estimates employment data as of December, 2024.
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Section 8: Learning Facilities and Academic Resources

8.1 Learning Facilities

EDvance College is a remote institution. However, through partnerships with school districts
and local early childhood agencies, we can help students identify spaces to study. Student
Success Advocates will work closely with students who need access to learning resources.

8.2 The Learning Management System

EDvance Colleges uses a dynamic and interactive learning management system (LMS),
Brightspace, which serves as a remote learning environment which students can access
through a desktop or laptop computer, tablet device, or smartphone. Additionally, students
can log into the Brightspace interface through a web browser or utilize Brightspace Pulse, a
downloadable app with offline capabilities. Students can directly upload video assignments
of their teaching practice in real-time on Brightspace Pulse. The accessibility of Brightspace
Pulse supports the extension of the remote classroom into the in-person, place-based early
childhood classroom.

Brightspace allows instructors and students to evaluate academic performance with
respect to Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) and Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs).
EDvance’s programmatic learning outcomes will be imported into the Brightspace LMS and
assigned to courses using the Standards Tool. The SLOs can be aligned with course
activities, content topics, rubric criteria, assessments, portfolio artifacts, and the capstone
project within the LMS. Therefore, the Brightspace LMS continuously orients students to the
learning outcomes they are expected to demonstrate through class participation,
submissions, and assessments. Furthermore, the LMS helps faculty track student progress
against learning outcomes to support student achievement within a singular course and
across the EDvance BA Program. All work will be done through the Brightspace online LMS.
On Brightspace, students will fully engage in both synchronous and asynchronous learning
activities.

LMS Technology Requirements

Internet Speed
● High-Speed Broadband 1.5+ MB/s
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Computer with “up-to-date” technology, enabling you to be seen, be heard, and to
communicate.
These include:

● Web Camera (so you can be seen)
● Microphone (so you can be heard)
● Speakers/Headset (so you can hear others)
● Full keyboard access (so you can type in chats/discussion forums and participate in individual

and small group assignments)

Assistive Technologies, if applicable.
Some students may require or benefit from assistive technologies to support course access
and participation. These may include:

Screen Readers:
● Macintosh: VoiceOver (latest version for Safari) –

http://www.apple.com/accessibility/mac/vision/
● PC: JAWS (latest version for Internet Explorer-

http://www.freedomscientific.com/Products/Blindness/JAWS
● PC: NVDA (latest version for Firefox) – http://www.nvaccess.org/

Visit the links below for additional information about accessibility features your
operating system supports:

● Apple – http://www.apple.com/accessibility
● Microsoft – http://www.microsoft.com/enable

8.3 Academic Writing Support

All EDvance College students will have access to Academic Writing Support. Writing Support
Specialists will have regular office hours, will create tutorials, host workshops, and will be
embedded in all writing intensive courses.

8.4 Library Services

Students at EDvance have access to a curated library collection that gives them remote
access to the EBSCO research databases. As members of the Statewide California
Electronic Library Consortium (SCELC), EDvance College provides full-text access to journal
articles and other resources that facilitates students’ ability to conduct research in their
respective areas of development, general education fields, disciplines and interest.
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Directions on how to use and access the online library resource can be on Brightspace.
Students will be provided with library access training which is embedded in
writing-intensive courses. Since students reside in communities, they will have access to
their local libraries. However, if needed to prove student status, the EDvance Librarian is
prepared to provide a letter so students can gain access to local library resources.

8.5 Technology Lending Library

EDvance College strives to ensure all students' needs are met. Students will be able to apply
for stipends for technology to purchase video cameras used to record their practices
and/or computers with video capacity. Students will work with their Student Success
Advocates to complete technology stipend forms, and upon the availability of funds,
stipends will be issued within 4 weeks of approval.
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Section 9: Student Services

9.1 Student Services Overview

The traditional approach in student services puts the burden on the student to navigate an
often complex, bureaucratic system. Our approach removes the burden from the student
by assigning a Student Success Advocate (SSA) to coordinate the services on behalf of the
student. The SSA makes appointments for students, and will serve as a liaison to other
departments and services including 1) Stipends and Financial Aid 2) Academic Counseling
Services 3) Mental Health Supports 4) Housing & Food Insecurity 5) Writing Support and 6)
Disability Resources.

Writing support is embedded in each writing-intensive course.  Writing-intensive courses
are designed to provide students with writing strategies and support as they develop their
writing skills. In addition to embedded writing support, students will be able to meet with a
writing tutor for their writing needs.

9.2 Financial Advising

EDvance College does not provide federal financial aid at this time. However, our Student
Success Advocates have access to stipend programs, grants and scholarships that are
available to ensure students off-set any expenses they have in obtaining their degree.

9.3 Career and Placement Services

EDvance is steeped in ensuring students are able to work in licensed facilities throughout
their time in the program. To that end, EDvance works closely with local early childhood
education programs to support the placement and hiring of our students. Our website
features a job board for those students wishing to change positions or who are new to the
field. Our Student Success Advocate will support students in updating their resumes,
developing portfolios of practice and referring students to Child Development Permit
advising.

9.4 Reasonable Accommodations and Disability Services

EDvance is dedicated to ensuring access and inclusion for all students of all abilities.
EDvance works collaboratively with students and faculty to ensure students experience
equal access in their coursework through accessible course design, accommodations,
and/or other modifications.
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Accommodation Documentation

Students with a documented disability are entitled to receive reasonable accommodations.
Students should submit valid documentation that establishes the nature of a disability
and/or health condition and describes its impact on the student in the educational
environment. EDvance recognizes that not all students have access to documentation.
Please do not let this deter you from reaching out. Accommodations may be granted on a
case-by-case basis and may be provided provisionally while documentation is pending.
Please connect with the Early Childhood Studies Director to schedule a meeting to discuss
your access needs. All disability-related documentation is treated in a confidential manner
and in accordance with federal and state regulations.

Once students have requested accommodations, a team consisting of the student, Student
Success Advocates, and the Early Childhood Studies Director will meet to create an
individualized plan for the student that will be applicable to all courses.

Accommodations

Academic accommodations make educational experiences accessible for students with
disabilities when the chosen design of the course poses barriers to access.
Accommodations may include, but are not limited to, course load modifications, note
taking assistance, auxiliary aids, and audio recording. EDvance also provides alternative
media and assistive technology to faculty and students as needed.
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Section 10: Admissions Policies and Procedures

10.1 General Admissions Procedures

Specific admissions criteria and procedures are defined and described in program
informational materials and applications available on the EDvance College website. In
general, applicants can expect to submit the following:

Bachelor’s of Art in Early Childhood Studies
● Attend an information session
● Attend a one-on-one interview
● Submit an application
● Submit proof of high school diploma/GED completion for First-Time Full-Time

Freshman and Advanced ECE applicants or; proof of general education credits for
Transfer Students

● Pay program fees as outlined on EDvance’s website and in the application packet

Minimum Entrance Requirements

All students matriculating to EDvance College must prove they have the following:
● A high school diploma/GED, or general education credits
● Pass a background check, present a Certificate of Clearance from CTC, or CTC

Credential (i.e. Substitute Permit, Child Development Permit, Multiple Subject
Credential, etc.)  to work with children,
*requirement for BA in ECE program and required to continue to work with
children during your time in the program.

10.2 Deferred Admissions Policy

Admission is offered for a specific EDvance program and enrollment period. Deferrals are
granted to admitted applicants, after completing admissions paperwork, and under special
conditions. There must exist extenuating circumstances that prevent an applicant from
registering for courses in the program and term he/she was admitted. Deferrals can be
granted a maximum of one time per applicant, and for a period of no longer than one
academic year. Applicants will be required to meet any new program admissions
requirements upon their return. Deferred students will be charged tuition and fee rates of
the current semester. Requests to delay admission should be submitted in writing to the
Director of Student Success and Partnerships and the Student Services Department.
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10.3 Transfer policy

When students apply to EDvance College as transfer students, EDvance College ensures
students are rewarded with academic credit and merit scholarships for the hard work they
have already completed.

Our rapid-response admission process means that when students  complete the EDvance
College application materials, they will receive an admission decision within two weeks.
EDvance College makes admissions decisions on a rolling basis, and upon acceptance, a
Student Success Advocate will work with students to enroll them in a cohort.

Transfer Requirements

Transfer students must meet the minimum entrance requirements for all students for the
college and specific degree programs. Transfer students who have units from regionally
accredited two-year or four-year colleges are specific to the level of entry into the College.*
Transfer students can enter as 1) Advanced ECE Student or 2) Traditional Transfer level.
Below describes the transfer levels.

*EDvance College can only accept courses passed with a C or better and taken at an
accredited institution. A grade of  C- or better can fulfill general education competencies if
a student’s  cumulative GPA of 2.0 for all transferred units.

Advanced ECE Student

An Advanced ECE Student is a student who has taken 24-59 units of ECE/Education,
general education and elective content at a regionally accredited institution. The
student will have completed content focused on child development, developmental
psychology, human development and/or teaching and learning. Students at this
level also have experience in the field and ideally, are currently working in an early
care setting. Time to graduation is predicted to 28-36 months **if student is full-time
and based on path below

Advanced ECE Transfer Student Pathway Options

Path A - Students with 40-59 units*, but no General Education
Eligible students are individuals who have taken 40 transferable units with a
minimum of 12 units of early childhood education, child development or education
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content, but have taken limited to no general education. Students in this path will
take the general education coursework needed to be successful EDvance College’s
upper division content.

Path B - Students with 24-39 units*, but no General Education
Eligible students are individuals who have taken 12 transferable units of early
childhood education coursework (or related fields), but have taken limited to no
general education. Students in this path will take the general education coursework
needed to be successful EDvance College’s upper division content.

*As a prescriptive program, not all units will transfer into the program and pathway
is ineligible for course substitutions or replacement coursework.

Articulation Agreements

EDvance College has an understanding with certain groups, which allow them to
enter into the Advanced ECE Student Transfer Pathway (Path C). Students who
receive a Child Development Association (CDA) Certificate or if a student has
received a Child Development certificate (24 or more units)  from a Community
College are eligible to enter EDvance College at the Advanced ECE Transfer Student
Status.

Students who have earned CDAs and Early Childhood-Related Certificates must
demonstrate completion of development content (documented through a transcript,
program overview and/or syllabi) related to:

● Child Development
● Physical Growth
● Social-Emotional Growth
● Family and Community
● Professionalism
● Observation and Assessment
● Curriculum and Teaching Pedagogy
● Infant/Toddler Development

Required ECE Content

Students must meet the minimum early childhood content to matriculate into the
college. Courses are focused on foundational child development content and an
understanding of children, their families, and the communities that shape their
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growth and development. Specifically, students looking to transfer to EDvance
College, at the Advanced ECE and Traditional Transfer Student levels, are required to
to complete a total of 12 units (3 semester units each) in:

● Child Development
● Child Family and Communities
● Elective Course in Early Childhood Education or Child Development (or related

fields)

Traditional Transfer Student

Traditional Transfer Students are students who have 60 or more units of a
combination of Early Childhood Education/Child Development content, general
education and electives courses from a regionally accredited institution. Students at
this level also have experience in the field and are currently working in an early care
setting. Traditional Transfer Students will start the EDvance College BA program as a
“junior” or year 3 student in the upper division coursework.

General Education Requirements Overview

General Education requirements are designed to ensure students are adequately prepared
with the knowledge and skills to engage and participate in modern society. Our general
education is grounded in the belief that higher education and those that receive a degree
understands the concepts, basic principles, and methods in various disciplines. Students
who graduate from EDvance College must be able to apply this knowledge as reflective
practitioners and as citizens of a diverse, global society.

At EDvance College, the general education curriculum is designed to lead students through
learning experiences designed to develop certain capabilities and insights. Among these
are the ability to communicate clearly and effectively in writing and orally; to use logic and
mathematical concepts; understand scientific method and modes of inquiry, and to have a
deep awareness of other cultures and communities.

Transfer Students General Education Requirements

Students interested in transferring as a Traditional Transfer Student must
demonstrate competency in specific general education topics (see table 10.1 for
more detail).  These topics are:

1. Written Communication
2. Quantitative Reasoning
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3. History or Ethnic Studies
4. Humanities
5. Social and Behavioral Science

Competency is determined through quarter or semester unit-bearing coursework,
recognized professional development or a recognized test of competence (i.e., AP
exams passed with a grade of 3 or 4; CLEP exams passed with a score of 50 or
higher).

Table 10.1: General Education Transfer Categories

Category Definition Type of Courses

Written
Communication

Courses focused on writing in English at
the college level.  Eligible courses focus
on written communication, courses can
also contain content that focuses on
information literacy skills.

Courses with the title and/or
content related to English,
Reading and Composition,

Quantitative
Reasoning

Courses that provide a grounding in
various quantitative reasoning skills. This
area develops students as researchers,
to apply a systematic approach to
information, to frame problems and
understand mathematical concepts .

Courses with the title and/or
subject matter focused on
intermediate algebra,
precalculus, statistics courses.

History or Ethnic
Studies

This area asks students to take a global
and historical perspective to their world
to gain a better understanding of culture,
community, policy, social movements
and geopolitical situations over time. .

General education courses that
fulfill this transfer requirement
would focus on world history,
US history, and US government.
Period-specific history courses
(i.e., Medieval History or HIstory
before the Civil War) are also
acceptable. Ethnic studies
content can be fulfilled through
courses that ask students to
reflect on cultural practices,
and diverse communities.
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Humanities The area of art, culture, and humanities
asks students to take a global and
historical perspective to their world and
art.

General education courses that
fulfill this transfer requirement
would focus on drama, art,
music, language, or philosophy.

Social Science
and Behavior

This area requires students to take an
ethno-historical lens to the study of
people, places and how society and
societal structures form.

Courses in this area focus on
child and adolescent
development, education,
psychology, sociology, and
diversity of experiences locally
or internationally

*Courses are just samples and variation in course name, prefix or number is acceptable. At
admissions, an academic advisor will review the transcript for transferability to assess student
transfer level.

Conditional Admissions

Students who have 60 or more units, but do not fulfill 6 semester units or less the
appropriate general education competency requirements* fulfilled can be admitted
under our conditional admissions policy.

Students admitted under a conditional status are admitted with the understanding
that they must fulfill the general education requirements before graduation. Ideally
taken during the summers, students can fulfill the general education requirements at
EDvance College or their local community college. Edvance College Student Success
Advocates will support students in their identification and enrollment in the
appropriate course to fulfill the general education requirements.

Complete Eligibility Criteria

Students must fulfill a variety of requirements in order to transfer into EDvance
College. Transfer pathways - Advanced ECE: Path A, Advance ECE: Path B, and
Traditional Transfer Student - all ask students to be at different points in their higher
education journey.  Table 10.2 highlights  the transfer requirements based on
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pathway.

Table 10.2: Transfer requirements by pathway

Written

Communication

Conditional

admissions NOT

allowed if this GE

competency is

missing at the

Traditional

Transfer Level

Other GE

Requirements

ECE Content
Child

Development

Child Family

and Community

ECE/CDEV

Electives

Number of

Transferable

Units
Combination of

ECE content, GE

requirements and

electives.

Advanced ECE

Path A

N/A N/A 6 units 12 units 24 – 59 units

Advanced ECE

Path B

N/A N/A 6 units

(3 semester

units in each

topic)

12 units 24 and under

Traditional

Transfer

Student

X

(Required)

X 6 units

(3 semester

units in each

topic)

12 units 60 units

Electives

All unit bearing courses count as electives for transfer into EDvance College. Courses
like English as a Second Language (ESL), Physical Education (PE), and other
non-major or non-degree specific courses count as long as 1) the courses were
taken for credit and had units attached to them and 2) were passed with a grade of
C or better.

Transfer Of Unit Policy

Prior credit from accredited institutions and certain forms of prior experience may
meet some course requirements, in whole or in part. Transfer of credit toward
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credentials or degrees is not guaranteed and will be considered on a case-by-case
basis. Undergraduate coursework must have been taken at an accredited institution
of higher education to be considered for transfer credit.

Transferring Credit into Undergraduate Degree Programs

EDvance College recognizes that students may have prior coursework that satisfies
parts of the program of a student and/or field practice required by the institution to
earn a BA degree. When applying to EDvance College for an undergraduate degree,
students may request a review of earned units from prior academic experience as
they may count toward lower division graduation requirements as they fulfill the
transfer requirements for “Advanced ECE Student” or “Traditional Transfer” Levels
(see 11.3.1: Transfer Requirements for more information).

Based on the analysis of the Office of Student Services and in consultation with the
Program Coordinator, a previously completed course might transfer in if the course,
1) meets the target course objectives*, 2) credits earned are from an accredited
institution, 3) fulfills lower division units specified in the student’s program of study
and 4) was passed with a grade of  C or better or a grade of P (pass). Students must
submit official transcripts as proof of completion and grade. Currently, EDvance
College does not hold an articulation or transfer agreement with any college or
university. Therefore, courses must be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. For the
undergraduate degree, students may transfer in a maximum of 60 transferable units
of lower division coursework.

*student might have to provide a course syllabus

Credit for Prior Learning and Experience

Students who have prior professional development and non-credit coursework in the
field of early childhood education or other academic content, have the option of
receiving credit for prior learning. The Admissions and Enrollment Manager will
determine if credit can be awarded for prior learning. Students can receive a maximum
of 18 units for relevant prior learning experience. Students are not guaranteed credit for
prior learning and all evaluations are done only for EDvance College and are not
transferable to other institutions of higher education.

Process to Receive Transfer Credits
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Students wishing to receive credit for demonstrated college-level learning
gained in settings outside of higher education will receive support from the
Student Success Advocate in completing and submitting the “Credit for Prior
Learning” form to the Admissions and Enrollment Manager. Students must
provide transcripts, training agenda and/or professional development workshop
materials to help student services and departments to determine if credit can be
awarded.

Work Experience

Work experience in an early care and education setting can count toward credit
for prior learning. For work experience to be considered, you must estimate the
total hours you’ve worked in a setting, and provide proof of employment
(supervisor or Human Resources).  A student can be awarded a total of 6 units of
work credit; 75 hours is equal to 1 unit of prior learning credit. Students who can
prove they worked in an ECE setting for 450 hours will receive a maximum of 6
units.

Guidelines for Credit for Prior Learning

1. Credit may be awarded for no more than 25% of the credits required for
the degree (not to exceed 21 units)

2. Credit will only be offered in areas that fall within the regular curricular
offerings of EDvance College and the degree that the student is pursuing.

3. Credit will only be awarded to students satisfactorily demonstrating the
competencies outlined in the lower-division portfolio and form.

4. Credit may not be given for upper-division coursework or coursework
already completed by the student.

5. Credit may only be awarded to matriculated students and is identified on
the student’s transcript as credit for prior learning.

6. Upon request, EDvance College, will provide documentation describing the
learning assessed, how the learning was evaluated, and the basis on
which such credit was awarded.

Notice of Transferability of Credits

The transferability of credits you earn at EDvance College is at the complete discretion of
an institution to which you may seek to transfer. Acceptance of the credits, credential,
certificate or degree you wish to earn in the educational program is also at the complete
discretion of the institution to which you may seek to transfer. If the credits, credential,
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certificate, or degree that you earn at this institute are not accepted at the institution to
which you seek to transfer, you may be required to repeat some or all of your coursework at
that institution. For this reason you should make certain that your attendance at this
institution will meet your educational goals. This may include contacting an institution to
which you may seek to transfer after attending EDvance College to determine if your
credits, credential, certificate, or degree will transfer.
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Section 11: Enrollment and Matriculation Policies

11.1 Enrollment Policies

After a Student is offered admission into an EDvance Program, the student must complete,
sign, and return to EDvance all necessary enrollment documents on or before the date
designated by your program-specific Student Success Advocate, including but not limited
to: Enrollment Agreement, Financial Contract, and Student Handbook Agreement. Students
who have not signed and returned all necessary enrollment documents will not be able to
attend class, receive course materials and coaching, or receive any additional student
privileges until all enrollment documents have been returned to EDvance.

Failure to return these documents on or before the date designated by your
program-specific Student Success Advocates will jeopardize your spot in the designated
program and may result in being dropped from the program.

Dropped students would then need to reapply with no guarantee of acceptance.

11.2 Matriculation Policies

A student is considered officially matriculated into the institution when enrollment
documents are complete and course registration for the current program year is complete.
A lot can happen between when a student is accepted into an EDvance program and when
coursework begins. If for any reason, you cannot start the EDvance program, would like to
defer admissions* or are unsure if the program is still for you, please contact your assigned
Student Services Advocate for assistance. Your advocate will be able to outline degree
program options in support of your goals and current circumstances *(Please refer to our
Admissions Deferment policy § 11.2).
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Section 12: Tuition, Fees, Expenses and Refunds

EDvance College was founded under the premise that early childhood educators should
not have to pay excessive tuition and fees for their degrees. To that end, EDvance works
closely with local county offices of education and foundations to ensure our program is
both accessible and affordable. EDvance offers a low-cost degree pathway. Students sign
an enrollment agreement upon acceptance to the college in order to matriculate into the
college. Payment plans are possible and outlined on the enrollment agreement.

Total cost for the program depends on a student’s pathway: 
● “True Freshman” 120 Units = $40,000
● “Advanced ECE Transfer” Plan A = $25,000
● “Advanced ECE Transfer” Plan B = $30,000
● “Traditional Transfer Student” = $20,000

Additional Fees (if applicable)
● Application Fee = Free   
● Enrollment Fee = $150.00 per semester
● Payment Returned Fee = $20.00
● Official Transcript = $10.00

Books, supplies and fees

EDvance College attempts to be a zero-cost textbook institution. Most of our courses are
designed to provide free textbooks, journals and other reading materials. However, students
might need to purchase a textbook or reading materials. We estimate less than $100 a
semester for textbook and non-technology supplies (i.e., printer paper, pens). Although
EDvance provides technology stipends, students might also need a computer to access the
remote learning management system and online content. Laptops range from $250-$1200
and EDvance has a lending library and technology stipend (estimated at $300) to eligible
students to offset the cost of acquiring technology. 

12.1 Cancelation and Refund Policy

EDvance College students, once enrolled, are entitled to a refund on monies given toward
tuition based on enrollment status and timeframe of dropping courses. Refundable money
includes payments made directly from students to EDvance College. This does not include
Founders Scholarship, external grants, scholarships, and stipends. As outlined in the
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enrollment agreement, signed at time of acceptance to the university, students are entitled
to a variety of refunds including three-day cancellation and semester course drops. The
policies below provide details of the refund policies and cancelation of acceptance.
Students should send notifications to the EDvance College Registrar at
registrar@ed-vance.org and notify their assigned Student Success Advocates.

Three-Day Cancellation

An applicant who provides written notice of cancellation within three days (excluding
Saturday, Sunday and federal and state holidays) of signing an enrollment
agreement is entitled to a refund of all monies paid. No later than 30 days of
receiving the notice of cancellation, the school shall provide the 100% refund.

Other Cancellations

An applicant requesting cancellation more than three days after signing an
enrollment agreement and making an initial payment, but prior to entering the
school, is entitled to a refund of all monies paid.

Refund after the commencement of class

Procedure for withdrawal/withdrawal date:
1. A student choosing to withdraw from the school after the commencement of

classes is to provide written notice to the Director of Student Success and
Partnerships.  The notice is to indicate the expected last date of attendance
and be signed and dated by the student.

2. For a student who is on authorized Leave of Absence, the withdrawal date is
the date the student was scheduled to return from the Leave and failed to do
so.

3. All refunds will be issued within 30 days of the determination of the withdrawal
date.

4. Tuition charges/refunds:
a. Before the beginning of classes, the student is entitled to a refund of

100% of the tuition
b. After the commencement of classes, the tuition refund will be

determined as follows:                                                                                            
                                         

Table 12.1: Refund Schedule
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Period of Enrollment Tuition and Fees Refund Tuition and
Fee Liability

First 2 weeks of a term 100% 0%

3rd week of a term 70% 30%

4th week of a term 50% 50%

5th week of a term 30% 70%

6th week of a term 15% 85%

After 6th week of term 0% 100%

 
Refunds will be issued within 30 days of the date of student notification, or date of school
determination (withdrawn due to absences or other criteria as specified in the school
catalog), or in the case of a student not returning from an authorized Leave of Absence
(LOA), within 30 days of the date the student was scheduled to return from the LOA and did
not return.
 
Holder in Due Course Statement
Any holder of this consumer credit contract is subject to all claims and defenses which the
debtor could assert against the seller of goods or services obtained pursuant hereto or with
the proceeds, hereof Recovery hereunder by the debtor shall not exceed amounts paid by
the debtor (FTC Rule effective 5-14-76).

12.2 Scholarships

EDvance College will provide scholarship opportunities, when available, to early educators
who have demonstrated a commitment to the field of early childhood education.
Scholarships are designed to cover tuition and related expenses.

Maintaining Scholarship Award

In order to maintain scholarship eligibility, students' academic progress and
employment status will be reviewed each semester. Students must also meet the
following requirements:
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1. Maintain satisfactory academic progress, defined as a cumulative 2.0 grade
point average in EDvance College coursework and full-time enrollment status
(15 units per semester) every semester.

2. Be employed in an early care and education setting (i.e., center-based
program, family child care program) in any role (i.e., classroom teacher,
center director, education coordinator).
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Section 13: Registration Policies

13.1 General Description

At the beginning of each semester, students will be registered for classes. Students are
required to check in with their Student Success Advocates and follow their updated
education plans to ensure they are enrolled in the courses needed for graduation. Student
Success Advocates will cross-check enrollment each term to ensure students are enrolled
in the correct courses.

13.2 Add/Drop Period

The registration deadline to add classes is the Friday before classes begin at the start of
each semester.

The drop period begins the first day of classes and ends on the third Tuesday of each
session. Students must meet with their Student Success Advocate before the drop period
deadline in order to submit an add/drop form. Students who wish to drop a class after the
deadline must work with the Student Success Advocate to submit a course withdrawal
form.

Please refer to the EDvance Academic Calendar for specific registration deadlines.

13.3 Course Withdrawal

Students who wish to withdraw from a course upon completion of the Add/Drop Period
must meet with their Student Success Advocate to discuss their options.  The deadline to
withdraw from a course is the end of the 14th week of the semester. A “W’’ grade shall be
recorded on the student’s academic record. Students must meet with their Student
Success Advocates to submit a Course Withdrawal Form before the deadline.

A student who must withdraw for extenuating circumstances (i.e., personal illness,
automobile accident, death or severe illness in the immediate family or other severe
physical or emotional hard- ship), are required to submit a petition and verifiable
documents. The Student Success Advocate will support in completing the extenuating
circumstance form and gather verifiable documents, including, but not limited to, a letter
from a physician, official accident report, obituary notice, etc. The petition and
documentation must be submitted to the ECS Director for review and approval.
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13.4 Leave of Absence

If a student needs to withdraw, they will need to meet with their Student Success Advocates
to submit a Withdraw Form and a Leave of Absence form. Students may take a leave of
absence of up to five years. After an absence from the college of 5 years or more, students
can re-apply for "special admissions".

For special admissions, students must fill out the Returning Student Form and mark on the
form that they would like to be considered for special admissions. Once form is received in
the Office of Student Services, a Student Success Advocates and the Director of the
Program will evaluate the student's transcript to 1) determine the applicability of old
coursework (if the program has had significant changes) and 2) update the student's
educational plan. Students who have taken a leave of more than five years and seek
admissions through the special admissions process are not guaranteed all previously
taken coursework will be applied to their updated program of study. However, the College
will work to ensure the student can resume their course of study with little to no time lost to
graduation.

13.5 Withdrawal from EDvance College

EDvance understands that students have unforeseen life challenges that arise. If a student
needs to fully withdraw from the College, they will need to meet with their Student Success
Advocates to submit a withdrawal form and ensure that EDvance College has up-to-date
contact information for follow-up.
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Section 14: Attendance Policies

14.1 Attendance

Consistent attendance at synchronous classes, coaching meetings, and tutoring sessions is
critical for student success in EDvance Programs. Attending synchronous and
asynchronous classes is integral to a student's academic success therefore being on time
and staying for the whole duration of class is critical. Students are allowed to miss the
equivalent of one week of class regardless of reason. Absences thereafter will result in a
point deduction for missing in-class activities. Missing more than one class or being
excessively late puts students at risk for not passing the class. Given the highly interactive
nature of synchronous courses, students who have extenuating circumstances will need to
work with their Student Success Advocates and Faculty to determine a way to make up for
missed synchronous sessions.

Students are expected to notify their instructors, coaches, and tutors in advance of an
anticipated absence from classes, coaching meetings, or tutoring sessions. Faculty and
staff will inform Student Success Advocates about students with two successive
unexplained absences from synchronous activities.

Absence due to illness

Absence due to illness is considered an anticipated absence, and students are
expected to notify their instructors, coaches, and tutors in advance of the scheduled
class, meeting, or session.

Absence due to unexpected medical emergency

Unexpected medical emergencies requiring sudden and intensive medical
intervention are not considered anticipated absences. However, students are
expected to notify their Student Success Advocates about any absences incurred as
a direct result of the medical emergency as soon as they are able. In the event of an
extended absence, Student Success Advocates will work with course instructors and
coaches to revise the student’s program plan. Students may be required to submit
medical documentation to their Student Success Advocates as part of the process of
designing an individualized academic remediation plan.
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14.2 Religious Holiday Observances

EDvance College respects the religious diversity of its community members. Although
religious holidays are not observed in the Academic Calendar, EDvance community
members are granted authorized absences for religious holidays. Students are expected to
inform their Student Success Advocate and instructor if they plan to miss a synchronous
class or assignment deadline due to a religious holiday.

If possible, students should notify instructors about their intention to miss class due to a
religious holiday at the start of the semester. This will give instructors sufficient opportunity
to reconsider their course planning to avoid special activities on the observed religious
holiday. Faculty are asked to support students to make up the instructional activities that
occurred on the day of religious observance.
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Section 15: Evaluating Student Progress

15.1 Student Satisfactory Progress

Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) is defined as the successful completion of
coursework toward an eligible certificate or degree. At EDvance College, SAP is defined as
students maintaining a minimum of a 2.0 grade point average in their coursework each
semester. Students who are not making satisfactory progress toward the completion of
their degree will be asked to meet with their instructor and their Student Success Advocate
who will work with the student to develop an education plan to ensure their success.

15.2 Grading Policies

In alignment with our values, we strive to execute grading policies with academic integrity
and equity. Policies concerning the evaluation of student work (grading) are under
continuous review by faculty and academic governance. As such, grading policies and
procedures are subject to revision. All updates will be communicated to students prior to
any changes implemented.

At the start of each semester, faculty and students will review the course expectations and
grading policies. At this time, students will be given the opportunity to ask for explanations
about the grading policies. Students are expected to communicate with their instructor and
Student Success Advocates if they are experiencing difficulty meeting course expectations.

While other forms of assessment will be incorporated into coursework, all credit courses will
be taken for a formal letter grade.

Grading Scale

A 100 to 94.0% C < 76.9 % to 74.0%

A- < 94.0 % to 90.0% C- < 73.9% to 70.0%

B+ < 89.9 % to 87.0% D+ < 69.9.0 % to
67.0%

B < 86.9 % to 84.0% D < 66.9 % to 64.0%

B- < 83.9 % to 80.0% D- < 63.9 % to 61.0%
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C+ < 79.9 % to 77.0% F < 60.9 %

15.3 Incomplete policy

An Incomplete "I" is a temporary grade that may be given at the instructor's discretion to a
student when extenuating circumstances prevent students from successful completion of
course requirements.

Incomplete grades may be given in the following circumstances:
● The student has completed 75% of the coursework.
● An illness or other extenuating circumstance prevents completion of required work

by the due date.
● The instructor and student outline and agree to the terms for the Incomplete in

writing before the end of the term, including timeline for completing the incomplete.
The Application for Incomplete Grade form is used to document the terms of the
Incomplete and can be submitted to the Registrar's Office through the SIS by the
instructor as a part of the official student's record.

● If an Incomplete grade is agreed upon, the instructor is responsible for entering the "I"
grade, as well as changing the grade to a final grade when applicable.

Students will have access to Brightspace and their module during the time of their
Incomplete and will work with their Student Success Advocates to complete their missing
coursework via a detailed accountability plan.

15.4 Appeal for Grade Change

Occasionally discrepancies may arise between students and faculty members regarding
an assignment or course grade. When this occurs, students are encouraged to
communicate with faculty and staff directly to seek clarity and/or an informal resolution of
the grade dispute. However, in the event that an informal resolution of a grade discrepancy
is not successful or appropriate given the underlying facts and circumstances, EDvance
has formal procedures for students to appeal for a grade change and/or initiate formal
grade complaint. These procedures are explained below. (Please see § 15.1.1 and § 15.5.2).

Students can appeal for a grade change if they believe:

1. A clerical or calculation error has been made in assigning their grade, or
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2. Their submitted work was undervalued and additional points should be awarded.
Students will meet with their Student Success Advocates to assess whether there are
sufficient grounds to initiate a grade change appeal. If the Student Success
Advocates and student mutually decide to proceed with the appeal, the Student
Success Advocates will submit a formal appeal to the course instructor. The
professor will have 2-weeks from the date of the appeal to recalculate the grade
and/or re-evaluate student work. The Student Success Advocates will coordinate a
synchronous meeting attended by the student, instructor, and Student Success
Advocates to discuss the results of the recalculation and/or re-evaluation process
and instructor’s findings after the grade recalculation and/or re-evaluation process.
If a satisfactory resolution cannot be reached, then the student may initiate the
Grade Complaint Process.

Student-initiated Grade Complaint Process:
1. Appeal for Grade Change process, OR  If the student and Student Success

Advocates are in disagreement about there being sufficient grounds for a
grade appeal, then the student will meet independently with the instructor for
an explanation.

If unresolved, then,
2. Request Early Childhood Studies Director mediation.

If unresolved, then,
3. Request Student Success and Partnership Director mediation.

If unresolved, then,
4. Request formal hearing with the complaint review committee by submitting

a formal written complaint to the office of the vice president of instruction.
a. Hearing with committee
b. Committee recommendation to college president
c. President’s review and decision

5. Students and faculty members have the right to appeal.

6. Final decision.

If a student believes that a faculty member has violated their grading contract
and/or implemented biased grading practices, they may pursue a complaint.

53
EDvance College Student Handbook (updated August, 2022)



The student has the option of having a representative present at this and/or
subsequent meetings.
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Section 16: Students Having Academic Difficulty

16.1 Academic and Administrative Probation

EDvance College seeks to ensure all students are set up for success. Student Success
Advocates (SSAs)work very closely with faculty and staff to support students. SSAs are able
to track student progress in coursework and develop plans in real time to help students
succeed. Students current academic status is indicated by 1) Thrive 2) Stabilize (probation)
3) Restore (academic suspension)

Thrive

1. Thrive constitutes the status of a student who maintains a cumulative GPA of
2.0 or above.

Stabilize (Academic Probation):

1. Should a student fall below 2.0, students will be placed in “Stabilization”
meaning additional support will be put in place to support the student in
thriving within the college.

2. When placed in “stabilize” the student will need to meet with the Student
Success Advocates a minimum of three times per term to create a student
success plan.

3. A student may be removed from “stabilize” at the end of a semester or
summer session when their cumulative GPA is 2.0 or above.

Restore (Academic Suspension):

1. Academic suspension constitutes the status of a student whose enrollment at
EDvance College has been terminated because of unsatisfactory progress
toward the bachelor's degree.

2. Academic status is indicated on all final grade reports, academic transcripts
and may also be obtained through Brightspace.

Academic Reinstatement:

1. Academic reinstatement constitutes the status of an academically
suspended student who has been reinstated to EDvance College.
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2. A Petition for Reinstatement must be submitted not later than 30 days before
the beginning of the semester or summer term in which the person wishes to
register.

3. After the student has been reinstated, credit earned at another college or
university while suspended from EDvance may be accepted under the normal
regulations governing the transfer of credit.

16.2 Faculty Academic Alert System

Course instructors are expected to notify Student Success Advocates when students begin
to show signs of academic difficulty, including irregular class attendance. This system is in
place so Student Success Advocates can coordinate holistic support and resources for the
student.
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Section 17: Student Grievances and Appeals

17.1 Student Grievance and Appeal Overview

EDvance values due process and fundamental fairness in its policies and procedures. We
understand that occasionally difficulties may arise between students and faculty members
about grades.

17.2 Operational Definitions

What is a grievance? What is an appeal?
● A grievance is an action where an individual alleges that their rights have been violated without

rational basis or done in bad faith.
● An appeal is a formal request asking for a change in a decision made.

17.3 Types of Grievances or Appeals

Academic Matters

(Submitted to the VP of Learning and Institutional Effectiveness):
1. Award of final grade (grade appeal) - Students may not appeal grading on

individual assignments. Only the final grade in a course may be appealed.
2. An academic honesty violation charge - Academic Honesty Procedure
3. Request to change course enrollment status from audit to credit

Non-Academic Grievances or Appeals

(Submitted to the Director of Student Success and Partnerships):
1. College determination that the student has violated a college rule or

procedure
2. College determination relating to the student's admission or readmission to

the college.
3. College's withdrawal of a student from a course or a program for

non-academic reasons.
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17.4 Steps to File a Grievance or Appeal

1. Before lodging a grievance or appeal, students are encouraged to seek an informal
resolution with the employee in the department or course faculty directly responsible
for the service or department of instruction. If there is a doubt as to the proper
person to whom such grievances or appeals should be directed, the Student Success
Advocates should be consulted for direction.

2. If the matter is not resolved during the informal process, a student may file a formal
grievance or appeal using the appropriate form below.

17.5 Academic Appeals Process

1. Are electronically submitted to and addressed to the VP of Learning and Institutional
Effectiveness, using the form available on the SIS, in writing via email or in person. Be
sure to include all pertinent facts and dates to support the appeal as well as
appropriate third-party documentation (if required).

2. The VP of Learning and Institutional Effectiveness will verify that the informal
resolution process has been followed.

3. If the informal process has been followed, the campus Academic Appeals
Committee will review the details of the appeal and render a decision in writing.

4. If the student is not satisfied with the decision of the Academic Appeals Committee,
they can appeal to the President.

5. The written decision of the President.

17.6 Non-Academic Appeals Process

1. Are electronically submitted to and addressed to the Director of Student Success and
Partnerships (Director of SSP) by, using the form available on the SIS. Be sure to
include appropriate third-party documentation. Examples: doctor's letter with
signature, military orders, etc. The form and supporting paperwork may also be
delivered in person.

2. The Director of Student Success and Partnerships will verify the informal resolution
process has been followed.

3. If the informal process has been followed, the Director of SSP will review the details of
the appeal and render a decision in writing.

4. If the student is not satisfied with the decision of the Director of SSP, they can appeal
to the President.

5. The written decision of the President is final.
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The academic and non-academic grievance and appeal processes have various timelines
for filing and responding to grievances and appeals submitted.
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Section 18: Academic Honesty and Integrity Policy

18.1 Overview

At EDvance College we believe our students come with a wealth of cultural capital and
preexisting knowledge. To that end we strive to co-construct knowledge together in
communities of learning. Academic Integrity is important for two major reasons: 1) through
creating original scholarship, students are getting the most of their educational
experiences and pursuits of knowledge, and 2) academic dishonesty violates the values of
our community. We understand that some students may not be aware of what constitutes
the below types of academic dishonesty; therefore, all instructors will include the Academic
Honesty and Integrity policy in their syllabus, and instructors of writing-intensive courses will
review the policy in detail in class.

18.2 Academic Honesty and Integrity Framework

The following are the types of academic dishonesty:

Plagiarism: consists of the misuse of published or unpublished works of another by
claiming them as one’s own. Plagiarism may consist of handing in someone else’s work as
one’s own, copying or purchasing a pre-written composition and claiming it as one’s own,
using paragraphs, sentences, phrases, words or ideas written by another without giving
appropriate citation.

Cheating: consists of the intentional use of unauthorized materials for an academic
activity. Cheating may consist of: copying from another student, or handing in the same
paper from another course without the explicit permission of the instructor

Fabrication: consists of intentional or unauthorized use of data for an academic activity.
Fabrication may consist of: making up data for a project or paper, altering findings of an
observation or survey, listing citations for sources not used or stating an opinion as a
scientifically proven fact.

Unauthorized Collaboration: consists of working with a classmate on a paper without prior
consent of the instructor and turning in the same paper.
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Section 19: Statement on Sex Discrimination, Sexual
Harassment, and other Forms of Sexual Misconduct

Discrimination on the basis of sex (i.e. sex discrimination) may include sexual harassment
and other sexual misconduct (including, but not limited to, sexual assault, sexual violence,
and sexual abuse).

EDvance College prohibits and will not tolerate sex discrimination, sexual harassment, or
other sexual misconduct of or by students, employees, or others in its education programs
and activities, including admissions and employment, and will take action to provide
appropriate remedies when such conduct is discovered. EDvance College is committed to
providing an educational and work environment free of all forms of sex discrimination,
sexual harassment and other sexual misconduct. In furtherance of this commitment, the
College will impose appropriate sanctions and take other corrective actions to address
conduct that is inconsistent with this Statement. The College will respond to every report or
complaint of sex discrimination, sexual harassment, and other sexual misconduct. Given
the nature of sex discrimination, sexual harassment, and other sexual misconduct, the
scope of investigations and remedies will be determined on a case-by-case basis
consistent with applicable law and College policies and procedures.
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Section 20: Disciplinary Action

The following disciplinary actions will be administered according to the severity of the
infraction as determined by the Vice President of Student Services:

Disciplinary Reprimand. This may be an oral or written warning. It notifies a student that
any further violation of College regulations may subject the student to more severe
disciplinary actions.

Disciplinary Probation. This is designated to encourage and require a student to cease
and desist from violating College regulations. Students on probation are notified in writing
that any further misbehavior on their part will lead to more severe action. Disciplinary
Probation will be for the remainder of the existing semester and for all of the following
semesters of attendance.

Disciplinary Suspension. This excludes a student from the College for a designated period
of time, usually not more than two (2) semesters. While on suspension, a student will not be
allowed to take any course at the College. At the end of the designated period of time, the
student must make formal reapplication for admission. 3. Disciplinary Expulsion. This is the
strongest disciplinary action. This category of severe penalty generally indicates the
recipient may not return to the College. Disciplinary expulsion normally would be the
least-used disciplinary action and would be applied only to students who are guilty of
chronic misbehavior or a major breach of conduct. The College reserves the right, but has
no duty, to lift the prohibition against re-enrollment upon its consideration of a written
application for readmission evidencing that the student has demonstrated an ability and
readiness to comply with all College rules and regulations. The College will not consider
such a request until at least one (1) year from the date of expulsion.
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