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AUTHORING A 
NEW CHAPTER

KEY FACTS

Brooklyn Jesuit Prep is a Catholic middle school serving a 
diverse community of students from low-income backgrounds.  

Through its rigorous curriculum, Summer Leadership Camp, 
and Graduate Support Program, BJP works to break the cycle 

of poverty through a transformative education.

OUR COMMUNITY:
n	 100% students of color
n	 81% immigrant or first-generation Americans
n	 23 different countries represented
n	 80% of students qualify for free or reduced lunch

OUR APPROACH:
n	 90% of operating expenses funded by donations
n	 9:1 student to teacher ratio
n	 Summer Leadership Camp at Fairfield University
n	 Graduate Support Program checking in with and
 supporting alumni
n	 Care for the entire person in the tradition of Ignatian pedagogy

OUR RESULTS:
n	 In-person learning for 95% of school days during COVID-19 pandemic
n	 99% high school graduation rate
n	 $186,575 in high school scholarships offered to the class of 2021
n	 93% college enrollment rate

IMPACT OF YOUR SUPPORT:
n	 1:1 ratio of Chromebooks purchased
n	 Investment in competitive STEAM curriculum
n	 Professional development for faculty
n	 High school tuition aid for graduates
n	 Expanded Graduate Support



David (BJP ‘25): 
David (BJP ‘25) is a fifth grader just starting 
out at BJP.  His homeroom teacher, Ms. 
Malcousu, describes him as a thoughtful 
student and a hard worker.  As he begins his 
career, David reflects on how BJP represents 
an opportunity to author a new chapter in 
middle school:

“Even though I’m in the fifth grade now, BJP is 
actually easier than my old school.  My class is 
much smaller, so I can work with my teacher, 
and my peers are very focused and not as 
distracting.  My favorite subject is math, and I’m excited to continue to learn 
and grow as my classes become more challenging.”

Dear Friends of BJP,
 
I’ve been struck by the inspiration I receive daily from the artwork that now hangs from our walls.  
I’m proud that we’ve installed pieces that resonate with our students: contemporary religious and 
secular artwork that speaks to the Black and Brown experience.
 
Ascending the stairwell each morning, I get to re-read “The Hill We Climb,” Amanda Gorman’s 
powerful inauguration poem from this January 20th, 2021, which we installed on the risers of 
our main staircase.  Each day I read it, I find myself drawn to a different phrase, which inevitably 
proves to be the wisdom I need for that day.  In one line, Gorman writes: 
 

“We did not feel prepared to be the heirs of such a terrifying hour, but within it we found the 
power to author a new chapter, to offer hope and laughter to ourselves.” 

 
I can’t think of a line that better encapsulates the experiences of BJP’s students and colleagues.  
Each day, we stare down the economic, racial, and educational injustice in our community.  At 
times, the hour does seem terrifying.  But each day, I witness the very challenges of our day 
inspire our community to rise up and tackle them.  That daily rising gives our students the agency 
to author the next chapters of their lives, to break the cycle of poverty for them and their families.
 
As you’ll read, our students and alumni continue to strive for new heights.  BJP prides itself on its 
ability to give students the tools they need to author their own chapter.  Having settled into East 
Flatbush, BJP has begun authoring a new chapter as well.  This year, BJP has initiated an effort 
to reinvigorate our STEM curriculum, including planning a major renovation for our STEM 
classroom.  Each year, each month, each day, we ask ourselves: how can we improve?  How can we 
offer the life-changing gift of a BJP education to more students?   
 
Your donation will enable us to imagine a little bigger.  I hope you will join us as we author this 
new chapter together.  I invite you to visit us and be inspired, not just by our artwork, but by 
our students.  With your help, we will continue to break the cycle of poverty and author a new 
chapter: the Greater Glory of God.

Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. Mario Powell, S.J.
President  
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HEAR FROM OUR STUDENTS! INVESTING IN STEM

Justeena Nash (BJP ‘21): 
is currently a freshman at the Loyola School in Manhattan on a full 
scholarship.  A scholar and a trailblazer, Justeena was one of the first 
BJP students to enroll in the INES program at Loyola, an educational and 
leadership development program for middle-
school aged girls whose families demonstrate 
significant financial need.  Justeena credits 
BJP with giving her the tools she needs to 
author this next chapter in her life.

“At BJP, my teachers helped me become open 
to growth and try new things.  Now that I 
attend high school in a new borough and a 
new environment, I’m glad I learned to be 
comfortable putting myself out there during 
my time at BJP.”

This academic year, BJP has launched an ambitious fundraising and 
academic effort to improve BJP’s STEM curriculum, including a 
state-of-the-art renovation to our STEM classroom.

“Many of our students are going to be entering into 
top high schools here in New York City that have 
really advanced science and math curriculums, 
and we know it’s our responsibility to invest in our 
students so that they can dive right in when they get 
there.  STEM provides our students the opportunity 
not just to be exposed to concepts and skills but 
to become proficient at them, providing students 
with confidence down the road to know that they 
can enter the medicine field or become an engineer 
because they’ve started doing that work at BJP.”

 -   Mr. Russell Quiñones, Principal


