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Influential business leaders are
calling for a compulsory phonics
screening test for all Year 1 
students in WA to help prevent
barely literate graduates becom-
ing a “drag on the economy”.

They are urging both sides 
of  politics to commit to imple-
menting the controversial Year 1
“phonics check” to stop kids
leaving school with poor 
reading skills.

The five-minute check involves
students reading aloud a list of  40
words, including 20 made-up
words, so their teacher can assess
how well they blend sounds
together to make a word.

Michael Chaney, chairman of
Wesfarmers, one of  the country’s
biggest employers, said the 
phonics check would help schools
make sure children were on track
with their reading at the end of
Year 1 — not the end of  Year 10.

“It’s solving the problem at the
right time,” he said. “Sadly, we do
see too many young people look-
ing for their first jobs without the
appropriate level of  literacy and
this holds them back enormously.

“Poor literacy is a real drag on
the economy and productivity.”

Mr Chaney said that while the
Education Department was to be
praised for recommending its
schools teach phonics, he
believed it should improve the
professional learning it gave
teachers on reading instruction.

“Introducing the phonics check
would be a logical extension of
this and a first step could be to
run a trial of  this in a sample of
WA schools,” he said.

Business Council of  Australia
chief  executive Jennifer West-
acott said reading was a life skill
no worker in the modern econo-
my could live without. 

“The place to get this right is 
in the early years of  schooling,”
she said. 

The leaders are backing a cam-
paign to improve the teaching of
early reading being driven by edu-
cation advocacy groups Primary
Focus and Five from Five.

NSW this year became the
second State after South Austra-
lia to make a phonics check com-
pulsory. Since SA introduced the
check in 2018, the percentage of
children achieving the bench-
mark has increased from 43 per
cent to 63 per cent.

The Federal Government has
been pushing the phonics check
since 2017, despite resistance
from most States and Territories.

Last year, it created a voluntary
online test for teachers to check
pupils’ progress. 

Karlie Mucjanko, whose five-
year-old daughter Remy, below
left, is in Year 1, said she was keen
for a phonics check rollout.

“With something as important
as reading, it provides the ability
for that early intervention to deal
with any issue at the right time,”
she said.
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Robbie Williams is about to
move to Switzerland. 

The 47-year-old pop star and
his wife Ayda Field are poised
to move to a $42.6 million villa
on the shores of  Lake Geneva,
having quietly put their
17th-century mansion in
Wiltshire in England on
the market.

“The family moved
there last summer and
rented for six months

to make sure they wanted to
stay,” an insider said. “They’ve

been there for less than a year
but the children are settled
in schools and they all love
the calm, family vibe
they’ve got going on

there.” Williams, pic-
tured, has previously
admitted that his
Wiltshire mansion
gives him “the
creeps”.

Robbie’s new Swiss bliss
cised the performance, with one
person saying it “sounded like a
deaf  seal”. One Twitter user said
“I cannot hear any more after I
ripped my ears off  my head from
that rendition”.

The pre-match entertainment
wasn’t well received either with
some commenters going so far
as to call for Meat Loaf, who
famously put in a bad perfor-
mance before an AFL grand
final, and Shannon Noll to

The Australian Open’s closing
ceremony caused controversy as
Australian singer-songwriter
Gordi made a big blunder during
her rendition of  the national
anthem.

Instead of  singing the new lyr-
ics of  “For we are one and free”,
the 28-year-old sang “For we are
young and free”, which were put
on the shelf  earlier this year.

Social media users were quick
to point out the error and criti-

return. As Novak Djokovic and
Daniil Medvedev prepared to do
battle, the Australian cast from
the Tony Award-winning musi-
cal play Come From Away hit the
court to perform Welcome to the
Rock to entertain the fans. 

The rendition saw the per-
formers dancing on chairs
and playing various musical
instruments.

Open & shut case of anthem embarrassment
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British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson’s dog Dilyn has become
the unwitting victim of  an
increasingly bitter feud between
rival factions in his Downing
Street “court”. 

He has been described as a
canine caught in the crossfire

between the allies
of  ousted adviser
Dominic Cum-
mings and Mr 
Johnson’s fiancee
Carrie Symonds.

Ms Symonds
played a pivotal
role in November’s
removal of  Mr

Cummings and Lee Cain, the
director of  communications and
a fellow member of  the Vote
Leave faction. 

Mr Cummings has been
accused of  being behind allega-
tions that the dog cocked its leg
over an aide’s bag and chewed
antique furniture and books at
Mr Johnson’s countryside
retreat — inspiring the PM to
call for someone to “please shoot
that f...... dog”. It was claimed
that Mr Cummings harbours a
grudge against Dilyn because he
once “humped his leg” during a
No. 10 away day at Chequers. 

He is now, it was asserted,
using Dilyn to fight a proxy
war against Ms Symonds.

A source said: “Cummings
was chatting away to his friends
when Dilyn ran up to him and
mounted him, leaving him abso-
lutely furious. Everyone was
laughing — and Dom doesn’t like
being laughed at. After that he
would bitch about poor Dilyn to
anyone who’d listen.”

Plot thickens
for Dilyn 
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A 23-year-old motorcyclist has
died after a collision with a car
near Mandurah.

The crash happened about
5.35pm on Saturday when a
black Hyosung motorcycle was
travelling west on Pinjarra Road
and a white Toyota HiLux was
travelling south on Tonkin Drive
in Barragup.

The motorcycle and car
collided at the intersection of
the roads.

The motorcycle rider died at
the scene.

The 22-year-old man driving
the HiLux was not hurt.

Major crash detectives are
investigating.

Biker dies in
horror crash


