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SOME OF THE GLOBAL BRANDS IN SWINDON:

RECENT SUCCESS STORIES:

01 1-3 Faringdon Road
02  Brunel Shopping Centre
03  Carriage Works 
04  Common Chapel Solar Farm
05  Greenbridge Roundabout
06  North Star
07  Regent Circus
08  Swindon Designer Outlet Centre
09  Kimmerfields Phase 1
10  Tadpole Garden Village
11  The Old Railway Quarter
12  The Orbital
13  Wichelstowe

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES:

01  Aspen House
02 Carriage Works
03  Kimmerfields
04  Mechanics Institute & Emlyn Square
05  New Eastern Villages & Symmetry Park
06  Swindon Railway Station & Signal Point
07  The Corn Exchange
08  The DMJ Building
09  Wroughton Airfield

01   Airbus Wing Integration Centre

02   Bath Spa University

03   Boscombe Down

04   Bristol Robotics Laboratory

05     Centre of Excellence in  
Satellite Applications

06   Cranfield University

07   Dyson Electric Vehicle R&D Centre

08   GCHQ
09   Kings College London

10   Met Office

11   National Composites Centre

12   New College

13   Oxford Brookes University

14   Royal Agricultural University

15   Swindon College

16   University of Bath

17   University of Bournemouth

18   University of Bristol

19   University of Cardiff

20   University of Cheltenham

21   University of Exeter

22   University of Gloucestershire

23   University of Oxford

24   University of Portsmouth

25   University of Reading

26   University of South Wales

27     University of Southampton /  
Lloyds Register Technology Centre

28   University of the West of England

29   UTC Swindon

30   Williams Grand Prix Engineering Ltd
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Foreword by Councillor Oliver Donachie, Cabinet Member for Economic Prosperity,  
Swindon Borough Council.

Swindon is one of the UK’s fastest growing towns earning us a seat at the prestigious table of  
the Five Fast Growth Cities. We have on-going investment of over half a billion pounds in town 
centre regeneration and 12,000 new homes. With over 217,000 residents, Swindon has the  
4th highest share of graduates in high skilled occupations, plus our employers have access to  
a further 1.9 million people within an hour’s drive.

Building on its rich industrial heritage, Swindon has benefited from generations of investment, 
particularly in road and rail transport links; capitalizing on its position as one of the best 
strategic locations in the United Kingdom. Electrification of the rail link to London will further 
reduce the journey time to Heathrow Airport to less than an hour by the end of 2018.

Swindon has an excellent range of employment sites offering the best value along the M4 
corridor. Options include new co-working space at the Council-owned Carriage Works heritage 
building; one million square feet of manufacturing and distribution land at New Eastern Villages 
and numerous town centre and out of town office and manufacturing options.

The Swindon Borough Council Economic Strategy sets out Swindon’s approach to building  
upon its well established business base to create wealth, jobs, housing and new opportunities 
over the next 10 years. 

Our core Strategy is that “By 2026, Swindon will aim to be the UK’s most innovative, 
productive, fast growing city and will grow sustainably by up-skilling our workforce  
to enable our businesses to compete, whilst enhancing residents’ quality of life“.

I’m proud to say that Swindon Borough Council is very pro-business and the Business and 
Economy Team, supported by Switch on to Swindon are on-hand to welcome companies  
to the town, offering a tailored soft-landing service to potential investors.

Over six hundred enthusiastic business advocates have joined the Switch on to Swindon  
Place Making Group to promote Swindon as the ideal location to live, work and invest.  
Our Ambassadors come from all company sectors and sizes, from the voluntary, private, 
education and public sectors. Like me, the Ambassadors are passionate about Swindon  
and I am honoured to represent this vibrant, successful network.

The area has nationally recognised clusters in automotive manufacturing; digital and 
technology; finance and professional services and life sciences and health. Swindon attracts 
and supports a robust and growing network of over 9,110 companies including headquarters 
of global brands Catalent, Nationwide, Intel and Honda of the UK Manufacturing and  
WH Smiths, alongside many innovative supply chain companies across numerous sectors.

If you bank with Nationwide, use Intel products, travel by train, fly in an A330, drive a Mini  
or Honda Civic, have ever visited a National Trust property, watched Tim Peake’s progress 
through space or have simply benefited from scientific or medical research, you’ve probably  
got Swindon to thank.

Swindon is open for business and waiting to support you.

TOP 10 REASONS TO INVEST IN SWINDON

1  Ideal Location: 
Swindon is ideally located within 1 hour 
of London, Reading, Bristol and Oxford. 
With Bournemouth, Cardiff, Birmingham 
and Southampton, less than 2 hours’ drive. 
Current investment in rail electrification will 
reduce journey time to London to approx.  
45 minutes.

3  Skilled Productive Workforce:
Swindon’s workforce has the 7th greatest 
GVA growth in the country and the  
4th highest share of graduates in highly 
skilled occupations. Our unique Higher 
Futures service provides workforce 
planning, recruitment and training  
support to high value companies.

5  Excellent Value Housing: 
One of Swindon’s greatest attractors for 
young professionals is the fast growing, 
excellent value housing stock. 1,700  
new homes are being built per year  
until 2026, creating new communities  
at Wichelstowe, Tadpole Farm, New  
Eastern Villages and in the Town Centre.

7  Superb Workspaces: 
A wide range of town centre and 
out of town offices, distribution and 
manufacturing spaces of all shapes and 
sizes, many offering some of the best 
deals along the M4 corridor.

9  Outstanding Quality of Life:
Ranked 7th best place to live, Swindon is  
a welcoming, vibrant multi-cultural town  
with access to beautiful green spaces 
including Stonehenge and the Cotswolds. 
Swindon’s Designer Outlet Village attracts 
shoppers from across the world.

 

2  Hotbed for Business: 
Home to an unprecedented number  
of globally renowned business brands  
including international and national 
headquarters and a large and  
growing network of innovative 
entrepreneurs, micros and small to  
medium sized companies.

4  Vibrant Business Network:
Swindon Borough Council is very 
pro-business; providing a Business 
and Economy Team to support Inward 
Investment and Business Growth. Over 
600 Switch on to Swindon Business 
Ambassadors endorse the area to live, 
work and invest.

6  High Population Growth:
Swindon has 1 of the UK’s fastest  
growing populations; expected to  
reach 265,000 in the next 15 years. 
This growth naturally expands the local 
workforce, grows the economy and  
profile of the area.

8  Town Centre Regeneration: 
A capital investment package of over  
half a billion pounds is under development 
in Swindon Town Centre including a  
high quality office, residential, leisure  
and retail offer.

10  Potential Workforce: 
A further 1.9million people live within 
an hour’s drive of Swindon, expanding 
the workforce greatly and the extensive 
transport investment enables a smooth 
commute by rail or road.


