Dear Friend,
I cannot believe it is already October and Fall is upon us. The summer went by so quickly and our
staff and volunteers have been busy this past quarter ensuring that children and their families were
ready for the new school year.
We were so excited that this summer provided opportunities for CASA to participate in some amazing
events. We were blessed to be included in the Bo's Hog Wild festivities on Aug 28th. Our inaugural
Winds Across the Prairie benefit concert on Sept 10th could not have been more perfect. And, on
Sept 25th, we hosted an informal picnic for volunteers and staff to just chat and reconnect. See below
for more details.
We continue to recruit and train new volunteers and hope to continue that trend throughout the rest of
the year. We are also recruiting new board members, so if you or someone you know has a
passion for helping children by providing governance and oversight to our agency please contact me
to talk and for more information (evaughn@dccasaks.org, or call 785-832-5172).
Most importantly, we want to thank you for your ongoing support of Douglas County CASA. So far this
year, 76 dedicated CASA volunteers have worked with our staff to serve 118 children from 72
families. This includes 20 new children! We have also had 22 children's cases close with 8 children
reintegrated back home, 8 adoptions (see below for more details about a few of them), and one
custodianship established. These successes help inspire us to continue doing this hard work and we
have you to thank for supporting all of it.
We hope this newsletter provides you with a summary of what's happening at CASA and highlights
some of the amazing work of our volunteers. Thank you for your ongoing support of children and
Douglas County CASA!
Sincerely,

Your impact on the lives of foster children
In the video below, two former CASA youth (who have aged out of the child welfare system) and a few
of our CASA volunteers share their stories and experiences from both sides of the CASA/child
relationship. Gavin & Sam, who you will meet, had rough starts in life and are living proof of what is
possible when supporters like you come together and make sure kids like them have a dedicated,
caring adult in their corner during their difficult years in foster care.

[Note: When we filmed Gavin's interview back in July he had just taken his entrance exams for the
military. We're proud to report that he passed all of them and shipped off at the end of August.]

Child Advocacy Updates

Permanent homes for CASA kids
Child In Need of Care cases closed; children adopted
It is always cause for celebration when
CASA kids achieve permanency and
we're happy to share that two little
girls were recently adopted by their
grandparents here in Lawrence.
The youngest had tested positive for
drugs when she was born and was just
a baby when the case was opened.
The grandparents had been the
children’s placement during the entire
life of the case, which is something we
don’t often see.
The girls were fortunate to have a
CASA volunteer assigned to them when
the case began and then a second volunteer (who took over midway through) was able to see the
case through the termination of the girls' mother’s rights and all the way through to the end. The
volunteer was excellent; she made sure that the children were receiving needed services and that
their mother was completing her case plan tasks. This volunteer continued to see the girls safely both
during the pandemic and even after she graduated from KU and moved back in with her parents in
Kansas City. She also requested and received funds granted to CASA by The Ethel and Raymond F.
Rice Foundation to help the grandparents purchase baby gates when the youngest child became
mobile and purchase clothing and educational materials for the girls.

Another little boy who was
part of a sibling group of 5
kids was recently adopted
as well. He & his siblings
came into custody 5 years
ago, when he was just a
toddler. The parents' rights
were terminated and all of the
siblings were eventually
placed with their
grandparents out of state.

Unfortunately, the
grandparents were unable to
handle the children, and so
they eventually came back
into custody in Kansas a year
after their initial child welfare
case was closed.
The case was reopened and
the youngest child, who had
experienced a lot of bullying
by his older siblings as well
as abuse from
parents/grandparents, was
placed in a foster home in the
Kansas City area. His foster
mother happened to be a
special education teacher and
was very skilled at handling the challenging behaviors that the child exhibited due to trauma and was
very adept at seeking out resources for him.
Early on, the boy’s foster parents expressed an interest in adopting him. However, the situation was
complicated by the fact that his father had Native American heritage, making his placement and
adoption subject to the terms of the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA). ICWA requires that Native
American children be placed in Native American homes whenever possible and that siblings be
placed together. The boy had an older sister with special needs who had been placed elsewhere.
Because the children's tribe would not approve a sibling split, the foster parents had to agree to adopt
this boy's older sister (who had significant delays/health care needs, challenging behaviors and was
not toilet trained) in order to adopt the boy.
After a great deal of soul searching and hosting a few overnight visits between the brother and sister,
the foster parents agreed to adopt both children. When the adoption was officially scheduled, the
foster parents sent out an invitation for an adoption celebration that said, “He stole our hearts 947
days ago, she stole our hearts 462 days ago and its finally official!”
This was a happy ending for these children, as their older siblings are still in the child welfare system
and have not yet found permanency. The work that CASA volunteers and staff put in to attending the
children’s IEP meetings and writing the court reports helped the court understand the needs of the
children and confirmed that those needs were being met by their excellent placement.

Volunteers Needed
Do you know anyone who might be willing to take the
time and be that safe, caring adult who can stand by one
of these kids in the child welfare system, speak up on
their behalf & give them some hope?
CASA is actively recruiting 25 new volunteers to join us
immediately & help us reach more kids on our waiting
list. Please send people our way.
E-mail: sparyzek@dccasaks.org, call 785.832.5172 or
Click here for more details

THANK YOU for supporting CASA events

Magical evening for our inaugural Winds
Across the Prairie benefit concert
We were thrilled to partner with Presenting Sponsor Edmonds Duncan Registered Investment
Advisors and the KU Wind Ensemble for an absolutely exquisite fall evening of inspiring
music, delicious food and a view of the sunset from one of the prettiest spots in the county.
Thank you to our amazing Steering Committee, volunteers, event sponsors, in-kind donors,
everyone who purchased tickets and all of the supporters who pledged additional gifts to
CASA before, during and after the event. Your kindness and generosity made this evening not
only truly special but also the most successful fundraising event we've ever had the pleasure
of hosting. We are all humbled by your support.
Plans are underway for Winds Across the Prairie 2022 and we hope to see you there! Please
contact shoadley@dccasaks.org for information about sponsorship opportunities and/or to
hear about when about pre-sale tickets become available for next year's concert.

Big fun (& funds raised) at Bo's
Hog Wild on August 28th
CASA was honored to be included among the four chosen
charities to benefit from this beloved local tradition now in its
33rd year.
Our volunteers welcomed families to the free Kids Fest during
the day and then celebrated with the community at the Brew

Fest & BBQ later that evening.
Thank you so much to everyone who donated to the Bo's Hog
Wild Children's Fund for this event. We value all your support.

Over $8,000 raised
for CASA kids at The
Merc during August
CASA was The Merc's Change for our
Community charity partner for the month
of August and we are exceedingly grateful
to everyone who rounded up the amount
of their orders at the register, donated
their bag refunds and dropped their spare
change at the cash registers to support
CASA's child advocacy work.
Huge thanks to The Merc Co+op for
selecting CASA as one of their charity
partners this year.

The CASA Collective

It costs $2500 to recruit, train & supervise a volunteer to serve
one child or sibling group in the foster care system for a year.
CASA currently has 92 children on our waiting list. Your support can
help us reach more of them.

Join now

The following caring friends have answered the call to make speaking up for CASA kids a top priority.
They have joined The CASA Collective, our society of recurring donors,and are making monthly
or quarterly gifts of any amount to CASA to sustain this critical advocacy work throughout the year.
Please consider joining them and providing ongoing support for kids who have experienced abuse &
neglect and wait an average of 3 years for a safe & permanent home. Together we can give these
kids some stability and make sure their voices are heard & their needs are met while they wait.

A BIG thank you to:

CASA Volunteer Appreciation

After far too many months apart we were finally able to gather outdoors recently and show our
amazing volunteers how grateful we are for everything they do for CASA kids every day. When the
pandemic made their work infinitely more challenging, they responded with even more creativity and
compassion for foster kids. They are truly inspiring and we're honored to know them.
Thank you so much to the following businesses that were kind enough to donate food and treats for
these wonderful people: J. Wilson's, Mr. Brew's Taphouse, McAlister's Deli, CC's Cookie Co. &
Smoothie King. We're so grateful to you!

CASA is so grateful to partner with these Agency Sponsors.
Please support the following businesses/organizations and
thank them for supporting CASA.

Hero Sponsors - $7500 - $9999

Guardian Sponsors - $5000 - $7499

Advocate Sponsors - $2500 - $4999

Mentor Sponsors - $1000 - $2499

Friend of CASA Sponsors - $500 - $999

Business Donors - up to $499

Thank YOU for supporting children in the foster care system.

Help spread the word
Follow CASA on social media (using the links
below) and please share & comment. Or simply
have a conversation with your family, friends, or
neighbors about why you love CASA.
Thank you for helping us increase awareness
and connect with prospective volunteers!

Supplies & activities
Donate to help us provide much needed supplies
directly to our kids as well as access to after
school and enrichment activities.
During quarantine CASA was able to provide the
kids we serve with materials, games & other
supplies to keep them engaged & stimulated.

Lean more about volunteering

Donate to the Child Activities Fund here

DID YOU KNOW that you can link your Dillon's Plus and Amazon Smile accounts to CASA?
You can unlock automatic donations every time you make a purchase.
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