
 
A Le%er to God’s Friends and Fellow Warriors 

On Why We Read Spiritual Classics Together 

Scholars like big books; 
 small books change the world. 

Rev. Dr. Glen Scorgie 

Dear Friends and Fellow Warriors,  

Greetings in the strong name of Jesus! What a joy to know that Jesus calls us “Friend” (John 15). 
What an honor to stand with sisters and brothers from every century and culture to shout, 
“Worthy is the Lamb!” What a privilege to serve in the Lamb’s army, not fighting flesh and 
blood, but God’s internal (the flesh), external (the world), and infernal (the Devil) enemies. In 
light of this cosmic struggle, we put on a wartime (not peacetime) mind-set as we follow Jesus. 
Moses stated that God is present and at work in every generation (Ps 90:1), and the Sacred Roots 
Spiritual Classics are for those who desire to be used within their oikos sphere of influence like 
David was used by God in his generation (Ps 57:2; Acts 13:36). 

Our Context: A Battle with God’s Internal, External, and Infernal Enemies 

Scripture teaches our daily need to choose a missional mindset (Matt 6:10). God’s kingdom 
never advances in neutral territory. Every inch in creation, including each inch of our soul, is a 
contested battlefield. God’s enemies are threefold. First, there is an internal enemy hiding within 
the heart of each redeemed child of God. God loves us, even though we often battle a “Judas-
heart”—a tendency to betray our Lord (John 12:6). Scripture names this brokenness the “flesh” 
(sarx), the old “man” or the “sin nature” (Rom 8; Gal 5−6). We work to kill (“mortify”) this sin 
lest it succeed in killing us (Rom 6:13). 

Second, as followers of Jesus, we battle all external enemies opposing the Lamb’s kingdom. 
Sickened by sin, polluted by greed, corrupted by self-centeredness, idolatry, and oppression; our 
world is not the way it is supposed to be. What God created good has been twisted and now often 
grieves the Holy Spirit. We choose to stand with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in refusing 
to bow to the principalities and powers of the age (Dan 3), or to accept the besetting sins of our 



ethnicities, nations, and generations. Scripture and our sacred roots shine painful yet purifying 
light on our blind spots.  

Finally, we are not ignorant of the Devil’s schemes. We may not know if a demon’s name is 
“Screwtape” or “Legion,” but we do know that an infernal enemy opposes God’s kingdom 
shalom. He is the Devil, Satan, the Father of Lies, the Accuser, and one day soon he and his 
demons will be completely crushed. In this time between the times, the Lamb’s followers resist 
and renounce the Devil and all his ways with the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God. 

Our Mission: To Be Faithful Stewards and Wise Servants in Our Generation 

Scripture contains a number of “history” psalms (Pss 78, 105, 106, 136; Neh 9:6−38; cf. Heb 11). 
These songs challenge us to reflect on women and men who chose to serve God in their 
generation—Abraham and Sarah, Moses, Phinehas, Rahab, David. Esther and many others. 
History psalms also warn of those who ignored or refused to participate in God’s work (Pharaoh, 
Dathan, Abiram, Og). Leaders like Rahab the prostitute (Matt 1:5; Heb 11:35; James 2:25) and 
King David were far from perfect (Ps 51). Yet Scripture declares that leaders like David “served 
the purposes of God in his own generation” (Acts 13:36). 

Do you want God to use you in your generation? Are you willing to be a David or Esther today? 
God is already at work in our communities, schools, and workplaces. Sometimes the 
neighborhoods with the greatest challenges (those with giants like “Goliath” and armies of 
Philistine enemies) are the very places God finds servants and stewards he can use (1 Sam 17; 1 
Cor 4:1). 
  
Like King David, Prince Kaboo of the Kru people in Liberia chose to participate in God’s work 
in his generation. As a child, Prince Kaboo (1873−1893) was taken hostage by a rival tribe and 
was about to be executed when he experienced a supernatural deliverance. After weeks of 
traveling through the jungle, Kaboo arrived a mission station near Monrovia, Liberia’s capital. 
There, as a fourteen-year-old teen, he wholeheartedly gave his life to Jesus Christ. 

Prince Kaboo took on the name Samuel Kaboo Morris at his baptism, and he spent the next four 
years working and studying Scripture—especially Jesus’ teaching about the Holy Spirit as 
recorded by his friend John (John 14−17). Kaboo was fascinated with the Holy Spirit, for he had 
personally experienced the Holy Spirit’s powerful deliverance. Eventually, the missionaries told 
Kaboo they had taught him all they knew and that if he wanted to learn more about the Holy 
Spirit, he would need to travel to the United States. Kaboo felt the need for more training about 
the Holy Spirit before being ready to return to the Kru as an evangelist. With no shoes or money, 
Kaboo walked to Monrovia’s harbor to find passage to New York—trusting his Father in Heaven 
to provide.  

Kaboo’s story is powerful. The ship that transported Kaboo experienced revival with the captain 
and many crew coming to Christ. Within a few hours of arriving in New York, Kaboo led 



seventeen men to Christ at an inner-city rescue mission. On his third day in the United States, the 
eighteen-year-old evangelist preached at a Sunday school meeting and revival broke out with a 
new missionary society organized that very day. God provided money for Kaboo’s college 
tuition, housing, books, and necessities. By the end of his first week in America, Kaboo had 
arrived in Fort Wayne, Indiana to begin studying at Taylor University—an evangelical college 
committed to raising up workers for the harvest fields and who would walk in the power of the 
Holy Spirit (Matt 9:36; Acts 1:8).  

Prince Kaboo’s arrival at Taylor University transformed not only Taylor University’s campus, but 
also the whole city of Fort Wayne. On his first Sunday in town, Kaboo walked to the front of the 
church and asked for permission to pray. As he prayed, the power and presence of the Holy Spirit 
descended on the congregation in a way none had ever experienced before. The pastor reported, 
“what I said and what Sammy said I do not remember, but I know my soul was on fire as never 
before. . . . No such visitation of the Holy Spirit had ever been witnessed” by our congregation.   1

Two years later, on May 12, 1893, at the age of twenty, Prince Samuel Kaboo Morris died from 
an illness contracted after traveling through a snowstorm to preach. Since his death, Kaboo’s 
story has influenced thousands of students at Taylor University and elsewhere to participate with 
the Holy Spirit in mission and seek the Spirit’s power in witness. John Wengatz was a student at 
Taylor in 1906, the year he first read Kaboo’s story. Some fifty years later, after a lifetime 
invested as a missionary in Africa, Wengatz remarked “my tears never cease to flow as I read that 
unrepeatable story.”  Although Kaboo died at twenty, he was used mightily by God in his 2

generation. Will those who tell the story of your life say the same?  

Our Vision: Toward Ten Thousand “Tozers” 

If you are pursuing God with the same passion and hunger displayed by Samuel Kaboo Morris, 
than you will be glad to meet A. W. Tozer (1897−1963). Tozer grew up poor without the 
opportunity to complete high school. While working in a tire factory he heard the good news 
about Jesus, repented, and believed. At nineteen, he began to preach, becoming one of the most 
influential pastors in his generation. His books, The Pursuit of God and The Knowledge of the 
Holy have helped millions know and love the Triune God revealed in Scripture. When asked how 
he learned to read Scripture with such clarity and theological depth, Pastor Tozer would often 
point to his “friends” and “teachers.” These teachers were a list of some thirty-five Christian 
spiritual classics read and reread throughout Tozer’s life. Sacred Roots Spiritual Classics (SRSC) 
are for those with a hunger for the Holy Spirit like Prince Kaboo and a desire to be used like 
Pastor Tozer.  

 Lindley Baldwin, Samuel Morris: The African Boy God Sent to Prepare an American University for Its Mission to 1

the World, (Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House, 1987), 59.

 John Wengatz, Sammy Morris: Spirit-Filled Life (Upland, IN: Taylor University Press, 1954), Preface.2



The Sacred Roots project envisions ten thousand Christian leaders, serving in challenging 
ministry contexts across North America, engaging with spiritual classics in community by the 
year 2030. Will you join this growing community as we pursue God together by reading and 
discussing spiritual classics with gospel friends and kingdom co-workers (Matt 9:35)?  

A larger dream also informs the Sacred Roots Project—a dream that imagines a million Christian 
workers equipped to serve among the global poor (Matt 9:36−38). The Center for the Study of 
Global Christianity reports that in the middle of 2020 there are approximately two and a half 
billion people living in urban poverty.  This number will increase to over four billion by the year 3

2050. Sacred Roots dreams of equipping one million Christian leaders among this great 
multitude—women and men like Prince Kaboo—with access to excellent editions of some of the 
greatest spiritual classics the Christian tradition has produced. Ultimately, the goal is increased 
faithfulness as leaders mature in representing Christ in local churches that are centered on 
Scripture, grounded in Great Tradition truth (Nicene), and engaged in contextually relevant 
witness to Christ’s love in thousands of diverse contexts.  4

Our Strategy: Scripture, Friendship and Spiritual Classics 

Sacred Roots’ strategy is simple. We believe fresh readings of Christian spiritual classics can 
lead Christian leaders into a deeper engagement with the God revealed in Scripture and into 
deeper friendships with one another.  

Christian spiritual classics strengthen and deepen our roots in Scripture and help us produce the 
Spirit’s fruit. One day Jesus asked a serious student of the Bible a simple question, “How do you 
read it?” (Luke 10:26). Of the more than three hundred questions asked by Jesus in the Gospels, 
few are more relevant today. Faithfulness in our generation demands that we learn to read 
Scripture in a way consistent with the foundational truths held by followers of Jesus in every 
culture since the first century. We read Christian spiritual classics to discover faithful and fruitful 
readings of Scripture. As Dr. Davis has noted, the church’s “Great Tradition” perennially opens 
our eyes to new riches in Scripture’s “Authoritative Tradition.”   5

A truth believed by all Christians, in all places, and at all times is that there is one God who 
exists as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. From “before to beyond time,” an eternal friendship 
between the Trinity’s three persons has existed at the center of reality. Spiritual friendship 
provides the start and heart of truth. Just as spiritual classics can reveal new riches from 
Scripture, so they help us grow in love for God and neighbors. They can provide practical help in 
deepening our friendships with the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, and with other believers—

 For the most current statistics, see www.gordonconwell.edu/center-for-global-christianity/resources/status-of-3

global-christianity/. 

 Don Davis, Sacred Roots: A Primer on Retrieving the Great Tradition (Wichita, KS: The Urban Ministry Institute, 4

2010), 35−45.

 Ibid. 5



both with believers in this generation and with those surrounding us in the great cloud of 
witnesses (Heb 12:1; 13:7). Why do Christian leaders desperately need to pursue strong 
friendships? Start with these three reasons.  

1. First, each of us has eyes far too small to see what God wants to show us! No one can 
begin to grasp the great things God is doing across 100 billion galaxies and throughout 
the many generations since the universe’s creation. Friends, standing in different places, 
provide additional eyes to see from different perspectives what God is doing in the world 
and across history.  

2. Second, each of us battles a sinful nature that distorts our perception of the truth. We need 
friends who speak truth to us, sharpening us like iron sharpening iron (Prov 27:17).  

3. Third, all of us view creation through a particular culture’s time and place. Each culture 
exists with a unique version of virtue and vice. Friends who speak to us from other 
cultures and centuries often affirm virtues in our culture, but they can also reflect ways 
our culture’s vice habitually offends against kingdom shalom. 

In sum, Sacred Roots Spiritual Classics help us grow in our friendship with God and neighbor 
(Matt 22:37−40). Neighbors include the living Christian leaders with whom we read and discuss 
this spiritual classic. However, “neighbor” also includes the author (or authors) of this spiritual 
classic. These women and men walked faithfully with God and neighbor. Their life and teachings 
produced good fruit in their generation and then continued to do so in the lives of other Christian 
leaders—often across many cultures and centuries. As an editorial team, we can personally 
testify to the fruitfulness of the time we have spent with our “friends,” the “ancient witnesses” in 
the Sacred Roots Spiritual Classics. If you choose to invest in careful conversation with these 
saints of old (Heb 13:7), we are confident you will not only experience practical fruit in the 
present, but you will also gain new friends for eternity. 

Tactical Notes: Christian Leaders Are Christian Readers 

Throughout church history, fruitful Christian leaders have been intentional readers. Augustine (d. 
430), a pastor and bishop in Africa, was challenged to a new level of ministry by reading a 
spiritual biography about an Egyptian Christian leader named Anthony (d. 356).  Protestant 6

leaders like Martin Luther, John Calvin, John Wesley, Elizabeth Fry, Phoebe Palmer, and many 
others all published editions of spiritual classics for Christian leaders in their generation. Charles 
Harrison Mason (d. 1961), founder of the largest Pentecostal denomination in North America 
(Church of God in Christ, or COGIC), was called to ministry through a reading of the 

 Athanasius, Renewal in Christ: Athanasius on the Christian Life, ed. Jeremy Treat, Sacred Roots Spiritual Classics 6

6 (Wichita, KS: The Urban Ministry Institute, 2022).



autobiography of missionary and evangelist Amanda Smith.  More recently, leaders like C. S. 7

Lewis, A. W. Tozer, James Houston, and Rick Warren have encouraged Christian leaders to read 
wisely, especially choosing Christian spiritual classics.  8

How to Read the Text 

Plan your reading. Reading a spiritual classic is a bit like reading your Bible. You can read it 
anywhere or anytime, but there are times and places that will position you to better receive 
insight and truth. SRSC readers tend to read each spiritual classic several times, and many will 
“read” it in both a written version (print or electronic) and in an audible version (audio book). We 
read to hear what the original author of the text is saying and to understand what the Holy Spirit 
might be directing our attention to hear or reflect upon. On your day of rest (Sabbath) reserve 
some time to read or at least set aside some time to plan when you will read from your spiritual 
classic that week. If you have a daily commute, perhaps use some of the time to listen and reflect 
on an audible version of the SRSC.  

Work your reading plan. Once you have planned to read your spiritual classic, begin with the 
Introduction.* The introduction is written by a contemporary friend with significant ministry 
experience. This friend has spent much time reading and getting to know the spiritual classic and 
the author who wrote it. Often, the introduction is written by someone who has read the spiritual 
classic dozens, if not hundreds of times. The introduction will help you get the most out of your 
first several readings of the text.  

After reading the Introduction, notice that all Sacred Roots Spiritual Classics are divided into 
eight Chapters.* These chapters are not always of equal length, but they all are weighty enough 
to engage your head, heart, and hands as well as your habitat and habits. Within the chapters, 
smaller sections are often broken up into Paragraphs.* Paragraphs make it easier to find 
sentences during your discussion of the classic with friends. Following the eight “chapters,” 
every SRSC includes a short section called Continuing the Conversation.* If you enjoyed 
reading the spiritual classic, then “Continuing the Conversation” will help you discover more 
resources to engage the author(s) of the spiritual classic.  

The Sacred Roots Spiritual Classics are divided into ten parts to make it easier to talk about the 
text with friends and co-workers. The table below provides four (of many) examples of how to 
read a SRSC with a group of friends. When friends commit to read and discuss a SRSC together, 
the group is called a Sacred Roots Cohort.*  

 Amanda Smith, An Autobiography: The Story of the Lord’s Dealings with Mrs. Amanda Smith, the Colored 7

Evangelist; Containing an Account of Her Life Work of Faith, and Her Travels in America, England, Ireland, 
Scotland, India, and Africa, as an Independent Missionary (Chicago: Meyer, 1893).

 Explore the essays in Jamin Goggin and Kyle Strobel, eds., Reading the Christian Spiritual Classics: A Guide for 8

Evangelicals (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2013).



Review your reading. The best readers, like the best leaders, do more than make a plan and 
work it. They also pause to take time to review their work—or in this case—their reading.  9

Robert Clinton has noted that only around 25% of leaders in the Bible finished well.  If we hope 10

to finish well in our generation we must learn to attend to our habitat, our head, our heart, our 
hands, and our habits. To attend means to pay attention, to apply our self, to prioritize and to 
value something enough to give it our time and our energy. Each chapter concludes with five 
types of questions aimed at helping you review your progress toward finishing well and hearing 
Jesus say, “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matt 25:23). 

SRSC  
Section to 

Read

 “Sunday 
School” Class

 “Church-Based 
Seminary” Module

Monthly Pastor’s 
Meeting

Quarterly Retreat 
Discussion Group

Ten Weeks Eight Weeks Monthly Quarterly

Introduction Week 1
Week 1

Month 1

Read text before 
retreat and then 

discuss. 

Ch. 1 Week 2

Ch. 2 Week 3 Week 2

Ch. 3 Week 4 Week 3

Month 2
Ch. 4 Week 5 Week 4

Ch. 5 Week 6 Week 5

Ch. 6 Week 7 Week 6

Ch. 7 Week 8 Week 7

Month 3Ch. 8 Week 9
Week 8Continuing the 

Conversation Week 10

Habitat? Habitat questions ask us to pause and look around at 
our environment, our culture, our generation, our nationality, and 
the things that make up the Zeitgeist (spirit of the times). 
Questions may ask about the author’s habitat or our own. Since 
the SRSC were written across many centuries and cultures, they 
often help us notice aspects of our culture needing attention. 

 The PWR (Plan, Work, Review) process is explained further by Don Allsman, The Heroic Venture: A Parable of 9

Project Leadership (Wichita, KS: The Urban Ministry Institute, 2006).

 Robert Clinton, The Making of a Leader: Recognizing the Lessons and Stages of Leadership Development, Rev. 10

ed. (Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 2012), 185−87.



Reading with Friends 

The Sacred Roots Spiritual Classics are not meant to be read alone; indeed, it is impossible to do 
so. Every time we open a SRSC we read a book that has been read by thousands of Christian 
leaders in previous generations, is being read by thousands of Christian leaders in our 
generation, and will be read (if the return of Christ tarries) by thousands of Christian leaders in 
generations after us. The readers before us have already finished their race. These thousands of 
Christian leaders read the text in hundreds of different cultures and across dozens of different 
generations. All these “friends” read this text with you now. As you read the SRSC, imagine 

Head? Auguste Rodin’s sculpture known as The Thinker sits 
before an 18-foot-tall sculpture called The Gates of Hell. The 
massive sculptural group reflects Rodin’s engagement with a 
spiritual classic by Dante, The Divine Comedy. Head questions 
require serious intellectual engagement as you talk with friends 
about the author’s ideas, claims, and proposals.

Heart? In August of 1541 John Calvin wrote a letter to a friend 
with this promise: “When I remember that I am not my own, I 
offer up my heart presented as a sacrifice to God.” Calvin’s 
personal seal expressed this sincere desire. God not only owns 
our mind, but also our will and emotions. Heart questions will 
help you attend to the people and things to which you give your 
loves.

Hands? Albrecht Dürer sketched a drawing called Study of the 
Hands of an Apostle in the year 1508. The apostles were men of 
action, yet Dürer portrays the apostle’s hands in prayer. The 
action to which SRSC call us are often surprising. Hands 
questions will challenge you to evaluate carefully what action 
you are to take after a particular reading.

Habits? Charlotte Mason (d. 1923) was a master teacher. She 
believed Christian formation must carefully attend to habit 
formation. Like laying railroad tracks, habit formation is hard 
work. But once laid, great work requires little effort just as 
railroad cars run smoothly on tracks. Habit questions challenge 
you to reflect on small daily or weekly actions that form your 
character and the character of those around you. 



yourself talking about Benedict’s Rule (SRSC 2) with the reformer Martin Luther; or picture 
yourself discussing Madam Guyon’s A Short and Easy Method of Prayer with the missionary 
Amy Carmichael. Remember you never read a Sacred Roots Spiritual Classic alone.  

However, it is not just leaders who have gone before, it is also leaders in the present with whom 
you must imagine reading this SRSC. Whatever benefit you find in reading will be doubled when 
you share it with a friend. Whatever trouble or difficulty you find in reading the text will be 
halved when you share it with a friend. Resolve to never read a Sacred Roots Spiritual Classic 
alone.  

Perhaps you have noticed that the word “generation” has already appeared in this preface more 
than fifteen times? The SRSC’s represent the work of many generations working together. Five 
generations of evangelicals have worked and prayed together on this project since its public 
commencement in 2018. But these five generations of living evangelicals represent only a small 
sample of the many generations who have tested the faithfulness and fruitfulness of the SRSC. 
Why does this matter? In part, it matters because these texts are treasures to use and then pass on 
to the next generation of leaders. Recognize the emerging leaders God has called you to serve 
and steward—share the Sacred Roots Spiritual Classics with them. 

Careful readers of Scripture know that the most influential leaders among God’s people have 
always worked in teams. King David’s teams became legends—“the three,” “the thirty.” The list 
of Paul’s missionary and ministry team members whose first name we know from the New 
Testament runs to nearly one hundred. Our Sacred Roots team of teams prays that this text will 
be a blessing and a reliable resource for you and your gospel friends as you pursue kingdom 
business together.  

Grace and Peace, 

Don, Uche, Greg, May, Ryan, Bob, Isaiah and Hank
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