
Blessed Abuna Yaacub



If the 

neighbour

needs you, 

you, you will 

need the Lord 

who will lead 

you to the 

merciful
(Abuna Yaacub)



My Lord Jesus,

Take my tongue so that it may speak whatever words You 

would like and want spoken, and please let my silence be a 

communication with You!

Take my ears so they may listen to the voice of duty, 

and only to Your voice, my Lord Jesus!

Take my eyes so they may see You in every living being 

and in every work achieved!

Take my hands and my legs so that You bless these with the 

graciousness needed to serve You and execute every single 

one of Your wishes!

Take my thoughts so that You enlighten these with 

Your most luminous light!

Take my heart and make it a throne for Your love and rest!

Amen.

HIS PRAYER



HIS COUNTRY

Lebanon is a sacred land: It is mentioned frequently in the Holy Bible, and

the Lord Jesus has visited the country more than once. The Apostles,

witnesses to the Lord’s Resurrection, have traveled this land too, and

together with the first Christian Community, St. Paul has knelt in prayer over

its soil, on the shores of Sidon and Tyre.

Lebanon is the country of Saints: The valley of Qadisha is full of stories of

martyrs, converts to Christianity and popes. And today, the world is

reverberating with stories of the miracles of St. Charbel, Saint Rafka and

Saint Nehmetallah.

Lebanon is a message to the world: Abuna Yaacub El-Haddad, the Capuchin

Monk who lived a life of sainthood on the footsteps of Saint Francis the

Assisi, was always present to alleviate the pain of the physically and

psychologically ill. He founded the Congregation of the Franciscan Sisters of

the Cross for safeguarding the torch of the apostolic services.

Abuna Yaacub preached and prayed all his life; he will remain the apostle of

mercy and hope. He is the Saint of the Third Millennium!



HIS CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH

On February 1st, 1875, Boutros and his wife Shams were blessed

with the birth of Khalil, their third son.

He was baptized twenty days later and grew up in the midst of his

loving family.

He went to the schools in Ghazir, his hometown, and later joined

“La Sagesse” School-Beirut.

He traveled to Alexandria, Egypt where he taught the Arabic

language at Saint Mark’s College during one full year. This is

where he received the first signs of his vocation to the service of

God. Once back in Lebanon, he joined the novitiate of the

Capuchins at the Convent of Saint Anthony of Padoua (Khashbau -

Ghazir), under the name of Yaacub, and entered the following

covenant with God: I came in alive, and I will only come out dead.



Abuna Yaacub was ordained priest on November 1st, 1901, and celebrated his first mass in his hometown, in the

middle of his happy family and the residents of Ghazir and the neighboring villages.

In 1905, he was designated director of the Capuchin Monks schools in Lebanon; thus he established around 230

small schools.

Abuna Yaacub was gifted in organizing pilgrimages, processions and first communions, repeating all the while:

If you sow host, you shall harvest Saints. Of his many talents, preaching and guiding others were among the

best. He was called to travel to Syria, Iraq, Palestine and other Arab countries for his oratory skills.

He founded the Third Order for the Lay people in every part of Lebanon.

Aware of the importance of the media in spreading the word in all times and places, he published a

monthly magazine under the name of a family friend. Due to the outbreak of WWI, the French Capuchin

Monks left Lebanon in 1914, after giving over to Abuna Yaacub the

responsibility of the mission. He shouldered happily this new

responsibility, while also taking care of the Third Order for Lay people,

distributing bread to the hungry and burying the dead. Blessed with

God’s grace during WWI, he escaped many times the hangman’s prison

and house arrest.

HIS PRIESTHOOD AND MISSION



THE CROSS ATOP OF

THE HILLS OF LEBANON

For a long time, Abuna Yaacub had the

intention to place a large cross on top of one

of Lebanon’s many hills, as a meeting spot

for the Order of Saint Francis for Lay people,

and a pilgrimage site for praying for the souls

of the victims of WWI, and those who had

emigrated from Lebanon. In 1921, he chose a

hill in the area of Jall-Eddib, in order to build

the church of Our Lady of the Sea and the

cross was lifted up high, overlooking the sea.

A similar one also graced a hill in the region

of Deir El-Qamar.



THE CROSS ATOP OF

THE HILLS OF LEBANON

Once, Abuna Yaacub was called to hear the confession of a sick priest

in one of the hospitals, and was shocked at what he witnessed in

carelessness and neglect.

He transported the priest to the church of Our Lady of the Sea in order

to take better care of him. Soon, the bishops were sending him other ill

priests, as well as old and sick people, in need of dedicated care.

This is when he decided to establish the Congregation of the

Franciscan Sisters of the Cross, to bring alive the cross by caring for

and protecting the physically and/or mentally disordered and

marginalized.



THE LEBANESE FRANCISCAN

SISTERS OF THE CROSS In 1930, Abuna Yaacub realized his saying “My religion is

Lebanon and all those who suffer”, by creating the

Congregation, specialized in mercy aid, geared towards:

▪ Offering refuge to those priests who are unable to

pursue their priesthood because of sickness or old age.

▪ Offering care to those living in destitution, those who

are blind, those who are physically and/or mentally

challenged, the old or chronically ill people and those

sick ones abandoned by their families and by the

hospitals.

▪ Offering care to the orphans, both girls and boys and

taking care of their education.

▪ If need be, taking responsibility of schooling in places

where nuns live, and there is no other institution that is

able to provide teaching.



THE ORGANIZATIONS

FOUNDED BY

ABUNA YAACUB

The Saint Francis School - Jall-Eddib (1919), known today as “Val Père Jacques - Bkennaya”

The Psychiatric Hospital of the Cross for mental

and physical disabilities - Jall-Eddib (1926)

The hospital has received a significant number of sick and mentally ill

people from all walks of life, religions and nationalities, and that based on

Abuna Yaacub’s saying: “Let us compare ourselves with the spring that

does not ask the thirsty: Tell me from which country you are before I give

you my water”. In 1951, the hospital became specialized, which called for

the transfer of the physically ill patients to other institutions. Today, it is the

largest university and academic center for mental and psychological illness,

and is in charge of treating more than one thousand patients.



THE ORGANIZATIONS

FOUNDED BY ABUNA YAACUB

Our Lady of the Well Convent - Bkennaya (1941)

Hospital 

of the 

Sisters 

of the 

Cross 

Deir El-

Qamar 

(1933) 

for girls

A center of spiritual meditations and conferences, comprising the

headquarters of the General House, the Postulate and Noviciate.

Hospital 

of Our 

Lady -

Antelias

(1946), 

for 

chronic 

illnesses

St Joseph 

Hospital 

Dora 

(1948), 

the 

Medical

Center 

Raymond

And Aida 

Najjar 

(2003)



THE ORGANIZATIONS

FOUNDED BY ABUNA YAACUB

Sisters of the Cross School - Brummana (1950),

for orphaned girls and social cases.

Home of the Christ the King - Zouk Mosbeh (1950),

for aged and sick priests.



HIS WRITINGS

Abuna Yaacub wrote, composed and translated numerous popular tunes,

leaving 8000 handwritten pages among memoirs, religious books, stories,

guidance and sermons in various religious and social topics.



HIS

DEATH

On June 26, 1954, at 3:00 PM, he committed his soul to God,

murmuring: Oh Cross of God, Oh Love of my Heart. Once his death

became public, masses of believers flocked to the Convent of the Cross,

and then Apostolic Nuncio, Monsignor Joseph Beltrami declared that

Abuna Yaacub is today the greatest man Lebanon gave to the world.



THE LEBANESE FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF THE CROSS 

AFTER HIS DEATH

The Congregation continued the mission of the Founder Father, inspired by his spirituality to spread

his message all over Lebanon, and abroad:

School of the Sisters of the Cross

Hrajel (1957)

General Procure - Rome (1976)

Reception home

Institution of the Sisters of the

Cross - Ijdabra (1977)

for physically and/or mentally

handicapped girls



THE LEBANESE FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF THE CROSS 

AFTER HIS DEATH

Sisters of the Cross - Bcheeleh (1977) Institution of the Sisters of the Cross

Shlifa (1989), for old people

Institution of the Sisters of the

Cross - Halba (1992)

for physically and/or mentally

handicapped children



THE LEBANESE FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF THE CROSS 

AFTER HIS DEATH

Sisters of the Cross - Bteddine El-Lekch

Jezzine (1995)

Home of Humanity Assistance - Fheiss

Jordan (1995), for old people

Convent Saint-Élie

Kfertay (1999)



THE LEBANESE FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF THE CROSS 

AFTER HIS DEATH

Saint Francis School

Ghazir (2003)

Parental home of Abuna Yaacub

Ghazir (2003)

Beth Mariam Étoile d’Orient

Loudes (2010)

The following institutions are run by the nuns:

- Apostolic Nunciature in Lebanon, 1943.

- House of the Old Priest in Cairo, Egypt, 1988.

- Saint Lucia Convent in Abu kir, Alexandria, Egypt, 1996.



▪ The Episcopal action: opened in 1960, and a

Church court was established to hear the witnesses

and examine the documents and writings. It was

closed in 1964.

▪ The Pontifical action: opened in 1979, where the

court heard new witnesses with additional

documents. It was closed in 1981.

▪ In 1992, His Holiness Pope John Paul II declared

Abuna Yaacub Venerable.

▪ On June 22, 2008, in the name of Pope Benedict

XVI, Cardinal José Saraïva Martins declared him

Beatified and that for the first time, outside the

Vatican, in a religious and popular celebration that

took place in downtown Beirut.

MILESTONES OF ABUNA YAACUB’S BEATIFICATION



“It is a shame that we rest 

when the world population is tired”.

Yesterday, today and forever, Abuna Yaacub was, is and shall

always be the same, as during his lifetime, never resting,

always present with his nuns, with the sick, the suffering and

tired people, in Lebanon and throughout the world.

With the strength of the Holy Spirit, Abuna Yaacub is present

in his Congregation so that it carries on the blessed work of

giving refuge to suffering humans, with unlimited faith, hope

and love, seeking the precious face of Christ in that of all

sisters and brothers in pain.

Abuna Yaacub is present to share with us the presence of the

Resurrected God, in the magnificence of sacrifice and

salvation, helping us on our way to sanctification in an

unending beginning.

END... BEGINNING



All those who obtain the grace of healing through the intercession 

of Blessed Abuna Yaacub, are requested to kindly contact:

The Lebanese Franciscan Sisters of the Cross - General House - Bkennaya - Jall-Eddib

P.O.Box: 60-206

Phone: 04/714925 - 29, Fax: 04/714924, Cell: 03/189943 - 45 

Electronic mail: congfcl@inco.com.lb

For contributions, account #: 545 500 5807 006, Byblos Bank s.a.l. Lebanon 

account #: 118500-4, Vatican Bank, Rome.



FOUNDATION’S CHARISMAAS SEEN BY THE PATIENT, 2006



Acrylic on painting. Dimensions: 303 x 163 cm.

Collective painting inscribed in the domain of psychology and art, and representing

through the multiple colors, forms, lines and touches, the foundation’s charisma.

The one’s self-donation, the acceptance of the other, the abnegation, the devotion are

expressed by the patient who unleashes his creativity to delineate the different

significances of his existence with happiness and love, but also with suffering and pain.

Scenes of reality are recreated by the patient, based on his affective, emotional and

interpersonal livelihood, representing via the art, the foundation’s trail created by Abuna

Yaacub and pursued by the Franciscan Sisters of the Cross.




