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                          An Open and Inclusive Church 
www.standrewskelso.co.uk 
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01573 224163                                                                                               01573 450752 

rectorofkelso@gmail.com                                                                            grace.redpath@btconnect.com 
 

Regular Services: 
 

Wednesdays 10am : Holy Communion (1982 Liturgy)  
Sundays 8.30am :Holy Communion (Scottish Prayer Book)  

10am: Eucharist (1982 Liturgy) . 

 
COVID restrictions re social distancing have been relaxed, but wearing face coverings is still mandatory. 
From Sept 12th,we will sing! As we mingle, please respect each other’s personal space. Communion will 

be received in one kind only. Our online services will continue to be provided via these links: 

Website: www.standrewskelso.co.uk/services     YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/StAndrewsKelso  

 

Today’s Services: 

Sunday September 12th 2021 
Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 

 

8.30am: Holy Communion (Scottish Prayer Book) 
Celebrant : The Rev’d Canon Bob King 

Preacher: The Rev’d Grace Redpath 
 

10am:  Eucharist (1982 Liturgy) 
Celebrant and Preacher: The Rev’d Grace Redpath 

Liturgy of the Word: The Canon Bob King 
Lesson Reader: Robert Harvey 

 
So, welcome to our services, wherever and however you join us, and remember that Grace and I are 

available at any time to talk on the phone or Facetime or Messenger or Text. 
With my love and prayers, Bob 

 

 

The Peace of the Lord be always with us 
 

Opening Hymn:No 689:Thy hand, O God, has guided  
(verses 1,3,5 sung in Church) 

 
1.Thy hand, O God, has guided 

thy flock from age to age; 

the wondrous tale is written, 

full clear on every page; 
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our forebears owned thy goodness, 

and we their deeds record; 

and both of this bear witness: 

one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

2.The heralds brought glad tidings 

to greatest, as to least; 

they bade them rise, and hasten 

to share the great King’s feast; 

and this was all their teaching, 

in every deed and word, 

to all alike proclaiming: 

one Church, one Faith, one Lord 

3.Through many a day of darkness, 

through many a scene of strife, 

the faithful few fought bravely 

to guard the nation’s life. 

their gospel of redemption, 

sin pardoned, hope restored, 

was all in this enfolded: 

one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

4.And we, shall we be faithless? 

shall hearts fail, hands hang down? 

Shall we evade the conflict, 

and cast away our crown? 

Not so: in God’s deep counsels 

some better thing is stored; 

we will maintain, unflinching, 

One Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

5.Thy mercy will not fail us, 

nor leave thy work undone; 

with thy right hand to help us, 

the victory shall be won; 

and then by all creation 

thy name shall be adored, 

and this shall be their anthem: 

One Church, one Faith , One Lord. 
 

 

 

The Liturgy of the Word and Intercessions  
 
 

The Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden, 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name: through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

The Summary of the Law 



Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

The first commandment is this: 

"Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 

You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, with all your soul, 

with all your mind 

and with all your strength." 

The second is this: 

"Love your neighbour as yourself." 

There is no other commandment greater than these. 

Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
God is love and we are his children. 

There is no room for fear in love. 

We love because he loved us first. 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

God our Father, we confess to you 

and to our fellow members in the Body of Christ 

that we have sinned in thought, word and deed, 

and in what we have failed to do. 

We are truly sorry. 

Forgive us our sins 

and deliver us from the power of evil,  

for the sake of your Son who died for us,  

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 

God, who is both power and love, 

forgive us and free us from our sins, 

heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Collect for the Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church in the burning fire of your love: grant 
that your people may be fervent in the fellowship of the gospel that, always abiding in you, they may be 
found steadfast in faith and active in service; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

Intercessions 
 

Bob will lead our prayers for the Church and the World, and we are invited to bring our own concerns 
before God, including: 
Coronavirus: all who are suffering from it, worrying about it, treating it, researching it, and all who are 
working to keep us safe, and keep us fed. 
Please pray for: 
Ruth McGrath as she leads a Cursillo weekend in Larbert this weekend. 
Sandra Wright as she prepares to be licensed as a Lay Reader in Haddington on Sunday 3rd October at 
10am 



Claire Nicholson as she prepares to be ordained Deacon at St. Mary’s Cathedral on Sunday 26th September 
at 3pm, to become Curate of Melrose 

Those whose anniversaries of death fall at this time, including : Adam Scott, Anthony Aldridge, Gertrude 
Clarke, Rosemary Strachan-Audas, Robert McColl, Margaret Cooper, Elsie Brown and all who mourn them. 
 

Readings 
Isaiah 50.4–9a 

 

 
4 The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a 
word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.  
5 The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backwards.  
6 I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.  
7.The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I 
know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me.  
9 It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
All of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up.  
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark, chapter 8, v 27-38 

Glory to Christ our Saviour 

27  Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his 
disciples, ‘Who do people say that I am?’  
28 And they answered him, ‘John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.’  
29 He asked them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Peter answered him, ‘You are the Messiah.’  
30 And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.  
31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.  
32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  
33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are 
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’  
34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  
35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the 
sake of the gospel, will save it. 
36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?  
37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life 
38 Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son 
of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’  

Give thanks to the Lord for his glorious Gospel 
Praise to Christ our Lord. 

Reflection: The Rev’d Grace Redpath 
The Cost 



 
Today’s Gospel reading is a momentous story: a pivotal moment in the life of Jesus and his disciples. It’s 
the moment it all changes. It’s when following Jesus becomes serious! 
 
The disciples are with Jesus in Caesarea Philippi, a town about 25 miles north of the Sea of Galilee. It was a 
fascinating place – a kind of ‘retirement village’ for Roman officials: the North Berwick of the Roman 
Empire, you could say! It was built in a valley surrounded by hills at the foot of Mount Hermon. 
 
Since the time of Alexander the Great, it had been a capital of the cults: it was thought to be the birthplace 
of the Greek god Pan and there were temples, idols and shrines dedicated to him built into the hills.  
 
So, as the disciples walked with Jesus through the town, they would have seen all these temples and idols - 
images of the gods.  
 
It was in that setting, in the midst of all these images, that Jesus chose to ask them a question: “Who do 
you say that I am?” 
 
Peter turns to Jesus and answers, “You are the Messiah”. 
 
Perhaps Peter had known that truth for quite some time. Or perhaps it was a realisation that came to him 
as he walked past the temples and idols in the town. Either way, this was a moment of realisation and 
declaration about the identity of Jesus Christ whom he and the other disciples were following. 
 
We can imagine fast-beating hearts and the sheer intensity of the moment as the disciples confront Jesus 
with this truth that may have just dawned on them. 
 
Jesus didn’t deny it. And in the light of such a revelation you can imagine the disciples wanting to tell 
everyone who this charismatic character was, to introduce them to the God’s Messiah, to announce this 
good news to the whole world. But Jesus responds sternly saying something puzzling: He “warned them 
not to tell anyone about him.” 
 
Possibly they felt disappointed that they had to keep it a secret. 
 
And, I wonder why Jesus wanted them to keep quiet about his identity at this time? 
 
Jesus then went on to talk to them about how the Son of Man would suffer and be rejected and be killed. 
 
Somewhat perversely we read: “He said all this quite openly”.  
 
Sounds like he’s saying, keep quiet about the good news. Speak openly about the bad news – the suffering 
and death. Well, indignant and impulsive Peter began to rebuke Jesus. 
 
 A heated exchange took place between them. 
 
We can fully understand the human emotions involved here. Peter had spent many months with Jesus, 
watching him heal the sick, cleansing lepers, enabling the blind to see, and challenging the religious 
authorities of the day. He had witnessed the sheer strength of his ministry and the power of his word.  
 
Now he was being confronted with a Messiah who advocated failure, death at the hands of the enemy, 
weakness and vulnerability. Peter didn’t want that. He wanted a strong, powerful leader who would stand 
up to the Roman occupiers. 
 



Like others in Israel, he was expecting a mighty Messiah to overthrow the Romans and liberate the Jews. 
 
With hindsight, it’s easy to see Peter’s mistake. He still didn’t quite understand who Jesus was. 
 
And maybe the same could be said for us – aren’t we a bit uncomfortable with a God who appears 
powerless and vulnerable? 
 
When we are hurt in life, when we suffer loss, when we have to put up with thoughtless words from 
others, when we are sick or dying, we want a strong God. We want a God who will heal us or justify us or 
turn our darkness into light. A God who will put an end to suffering. 
 
The problem is that we see strength from a very human perspective, rather than from God’s perspective. 
We understand strength to be the same thing as might, to be the same thing as vindication in the eyes of 
others. We understand strength to be victory. In the eyes of God, however, ‘strength’ looks very different. 
 
For God, strength is measured in vulnerability, in sacrifice, in enduring for Christ’s sake. That was the 
example Jesus the Messiah was about to show his disciples when he went to the cross that he had just told 
them about. And that’s the call he issues to us. 
 
Further in our Gospel we read: “If any wants to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me.” 
 
This is no tame and easy call. Jesus is challenging us to follow in his footsteps and to do that requires 
courage and a love for him that transcends all other loves – to love the Lord our God with all our heart, all 
our soul, all our mind, and all our strength. 
 
What does that kind of love look like? 
 
Let me illustrate by telling you a little of the story of Jim Elliot, a young American man – his Dad was 
Scottish - who believed God called him to go to Ecuador as a missionary.  
 
A missionary challenge at the time was to contact and connect with a totally unreached Amazonian tribe, 
then known as the Aucas but now known as the Waodani. Links with this tribe, deep in the rainforest, were 
almost non-existent and their language was unknown. The Waodani also had a fearsome reputation for 
violence to outsiders. (Anthropological studies have revealed that they had the highest rates of homicide 
ever recorded in a human society.) 
 
Drawn by the challenge of the Waodani, a group of five young American missionary men, including Jim 
Elliot – 28 years old, decided to try to reach them. After seemingly friendly initial encounters over a period 
of months, in January 1956 they flew in only to be set upon and speared to death. 
 
The murder of these five men had an enormous impact in the United States and worldwide. And, looking at 
it from a human perspective you could say ‘what a waste’. 
 
But that wasn’t the end of the story. The result of the young men’s sacrifice was that two years later Jim’s 
wife, Elizabeth moved into the area and was ultimately accepted by the tribe. And, one of the men’s sons 
continues to live there to this day. 
 
Jim’s story of sacrifice has inspired many more people to go to other countries and share God’s love. And it 
still does today in the 21st century, even to a musical entitled Love Above All being written and performed 
about his and Elizabeth’s life in 2003 - 2007.  
 



And it was this love above all things that gave Jim the strength to respond to God’s call to go to Ecuador. 
Love for God and passion for Jesus were the motivating factors in his life.  
 
Earlier, Jim wrote in his journal, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot 
lose.” Little did he know then that following Jesus would cost him his life. 
 
Indeed, these words could truly be said of him, “Those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.” 
 
After listening to Jim’s story, of his commitment to Christ, what would your answer to Jesus’ question: 
“Who do YOU say that I am?” 
 

 
 

Song: Knowing you, Jesus 
Graham Kendrick 

All I once held dear, built my life upon 
All this world reveres, and wars to own 

All I once thought gain I have counted loss 
Spent and worthless now, compared to this 

Knowing You, Jesus 
Knowing You 

There is no greater thing 
You're my all, You're the best 

You're my joy, my righteousness 
And I love You, Lord 

Now my heart's desire is to know You more 
To be found in You and known as Yours 

To possess by faith what I could not earn 
All-surpassing gift of righteousness 

Knowing You, Jesus 
Knowing You 

There is no greater thing 
You're my all, You're the best 

You're my joy, my righteousness 
And I love You, Lord 

Oh, to know the power of Your risen life 
And to know You in Your sufferings 

To become like You in Your death, my Lord 
So with You to live and never die 

Knowing You, Jesus 
Knowing You 

There is no greater thing 
You're my all, You're the best 

You're my joy, my righteousness 
You're my all, You're the best 

And I love You, Lord 

 



The Service continues with Eucharistic Prayer V 

Celebrated for us by The Rev’d Grace Redpath 
 

Please join in the Communion anyway you would like to. 

During Communion in Church, the Choir will sing Hymn no 625: Take my life 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy; and, because without you our human frailty cannot 
but fall, keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to our 
salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
ness of yHymn No 409: Lord ,for the years 

( verses 1,4,5 sung in Church) 

 
1. Lord for the years 

your love has kept and guided, 

urged and inspired us, 

cheered us on our way, 

sought us and saved us,  

pardoned and provided: 

Lord of the years, 

we bring our thanks today. 
 

2. Lord, for that word, 

the word of life which fires us, 

speaks to our hearts 

and sets our souls ablaze, 

teaches and trains, 

rebukes and inspires us: 

Lord of the word, 

receive your people’s praise. 
 

3. Lord, for our land  

in this generation, 

spirits oppressed by pleasure, 

wealth and care: 

for young and old, 

for commonwealth and nation, 

Lord of our land, 

be pleased to hear our prayer. 
 

 

4. Lord, for our world; 

when we disown and doubt you, 

loveless in strength, 

and comfortless in pain, 

hungry and helpless, 

lost indeed without you:  

Lord of the world, 



we pray that Christ may reign. 

 

 

5. Lord, for ourselves; 

in living power remake us –  

self on the cross 

and Christ upon the throne, 

past put behind us, 

for the future take us: 

Lord of our lives, 

to live for Christ alone. 
 

So, let us all go – or stay –in peace, to love and serve the Lord,  
wherever and however we can. 

 
In the name of Christ. Amen 

 

 
Notices 

 
This week’s Eco Snippet 

‘Pet food is responsible for a staggering 25% of the resources involved in meat production’ 

‘Pet food is responsible for a staggering 25% of the resources - the land, animals, and energy - involved in 

meat production.  Where your dog’s or cat’s food comes from and how it’s made translates into its 

environmental cost. Cheaper brands that use mass produced meat have a hugely negative impact on the 

environment, just as cheap, overly processed food brands do. (Remembering that industrially produced 

meat is at the expense of the Amazon Rainforest) At the other end of the spectrum, premium or “gourmet” 

brands often contain meat that would be considered acceptable as human food, which misses an 

opportunity to use up offal and other less appetising cuts, reducing waste. 

To limit the eco impact of your pet’s diet: 

If you have a dog, consider feeding it a mixed meat and vegetable diet. 

Keep abreast of innovations such as dog food made of insects or lab-grown meat, which are coming onto 

the market.  Some of these still have environmental implications but could offer better solutions in the 

future. 

If you have a cat, choose organic food or brands that are clear about the kind of meat they use. 

Buy food in tins, which are easier to recycle or dry food in compostable bags. 

Source: ‘Is it really green?’, Georgina Wilson-Powell 

 

Meditation Group 
 



The Meditation Group meetings will start again on Tuesday 21st September at 3pm in The Garden 

Room. Masks will need to be worn. New members are welcome. 

 Contact Lynda Stark lynda.stark@btinternet.com for more information. 

mailto:lynda.stark@btinternet.com

