
 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Kelso  

                          An Open and Inclusive Church 
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Charity Number SC006302 

Rector: The Rev’d Canon Bob King                                              Associate Priest: The Rev’d Grace Redpath 

01573 224163                                                                                               01573 450752 

rectorofkelso@gmail.com                                                                            grace.redpath@btconnect.com 
 

Regular Services: 
 

Wednesdays 10am : Holy Communion (1982 Liturgy)  
Sundays 8.30am :Holy Communion (Scottish Prayer Book)  

10am: Eucharist (1982 Liturgy) . 
 

COVID restrictions re social distancing, and wearing face coverings still apply. We are still unable to sing, 
or meet for coffee after the service. Communion will be received in one kind only. 

Our online services will continue to be provided via these links: 

Website: www.standrewskelso.co.uk/services 

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/StAndrewsKelso  

Today’s Services: 

Sunday July 25th 2021 
Eighth Sunday after Trinity 

Feast of St James the Apostle 

8.30am: Holy Communion (Scottish Prayer Book) 
Celebrant and Preacher: The Rev’d Canon Bob King 

 
10am:  Eucharist (1982 Liturgy) 

Preacher: The Rev’d Canon Bob King 
Liturgy of the Word and Celebrant:  The Rev’d Grace Redpath 

Lesson Reader: Tony Abbott 
 

So, welcome to our services, wherever and however you join us, and remember that Grace and I are 
available at any time to talk on the phone or Facetime or Messenger or Text. 

With my love and prayers, Bob 
 

 

The Peace of the Lord be always with us 
 
       Opening Hymn: For all the Saints 
 
1.  For all the saints who from their labours rest, 

who thee by faith before the world confessed, 

thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest: 

Alleluia! 

 2. Thou wast their rock, their refuge and their might, 
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thou, Lord, the vision ever in their sight; 

thou in the darkness drear their one true light. 

Alleluia! 
 

 3. O may thy servants, faithful, true and bold, 

strive for thy kingdom as the saints of old, 

and win with them a glorious crown of gold: 

Alleluia! 
 

 4. O blest communion, fellowship divine! 

We feebly struggle, they in glory shine, 

yet all are one in thee, for all are thine: 

Alleluia! 
 

 5. And when the road is steep, the journey long, 

steals on the ear the distant welcome song, 

and hope is bright again, and faith is strong: 

Alleluia! 
 

 6. The golden evening brightens in the west, 

soon, soon the faithful pilgrims cometh rest: 

sweet is the calm of Paradise the blest: 

Alleluia! 
 

 7. But lo! There breaks a yet more glorious day, 

the saints triumphant rise in bright array: 

the King of glory passes on his way: 

Alleluia! 
 

 8. From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 

through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

Alleluia! 
 

The Liturgy of the Word and Intercessions  
The Rev’d Grace Redpath 

 

 

The Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden, 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name: through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

The Summary of the Law 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

The first commandment is this: 

"Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 

You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, with all your soul, 

with all your mind 

and with all your strength." 

The second is this: 

"Love your neighbour as yourself." 

There is no other commandment greater than these. 

Amen. Lord, have mercy. 



 

Confession and Absolution 
 

God is love and we are his children. 

There is no room for fear in love. 

We love because he loved us first. 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

God our Father, we confess to you  

and to our fellow members in the Body of Christ 

that we have sinned in thought, word and deed, 

and in what we have failed to do. 

We are truly sorry. 

Forgive us our sins 

and deliver us from the power of evil,  

for the sake of your Son who died for us,  

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 

God, who is both power and love, 

forgive us and free us from our sins, 

heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

 

 

Collect 

Merciful God, whose holy apostle Saint James, leaving his father and all that he had, was obedient to the 

calling of your Son Jesus Christ and followed him even to death: help us, forsaking the false attractions of 

the world, to be ready at all times to answer your call without delay; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 

Intercessions 
 

Grace will lead prayers for the Church and the World, and we are invited to bring our own concerns before 
God, including: 
Coronavirus: all who are suffering from it, worrying about it, treating it, researching it, and all who are 
working to keep us safe, and keep us fed. 
Those whose anniversaries of death fall at this time, including Charles Underwood, Beulah Firth, John 

Howard, Kim Reith, Frances Burnett, Mary Barwick, June Harper:, and all who mourn them. 

Readings 

Psalm 126 

1  When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, • 

   then were we like those who dream. 

2  Then was our mouth filled with laughter • 

   and our tongue with songs of joy. 

3  Then said they among the nations, • 

   ‘The Lord has done great things for them.’ 

4  The Lord has indeed done great things for us, • 



   and therefore we rejoiced. 

5  Restore again our fortunes, O Lord, • 

   as the river beds of the desert. 

6  Those who sow in tears • 

   shall reap with songs of joy. 

7  Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed, • 

   will come back with shouts of joy, 

      bearing their sheaves with them. 

This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel 
 

This is the Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 20: 20-28 
 

The Request of the Mother of James and John 

20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons, and kneeling before him, she asked 

a favour of him. 21And he said to her, ‘What do you want?’ She said to him, ‘Declare that these two sons of 

mine will sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.’ 22But Jesus answered, ‘You do 

not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?’* They said to him, 

‘We are able.’ 23He said to them, ‘You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left, 

this is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.’  

24 When the ten heard it, they were angry with the two brothers. 25But Jesus called them to him and said, 

‘You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. 26It 

will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant, 27and whoever 

wishes to be first among you must be your slave; 28just as the Son of Man came not to be served but to 

serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.’  

 

Give thanks to the Lord for his glorious Gospel 
Praise to Christ our Lord 

 
 

Reflection: The Rev’d Canon Bob King 
 

Being Human 

This week we remember the Apostle James in our lectionary 

Do not get this James mixed up with the one who wrote the Book of James in the New Testament.  

This was James the brother of John 

His father was Zebedee – no not the one in the Magic Roundabout - and his mother was a very strong lady 

called Salome. 

They were a fishing family, not dissimilar to Simon Peter and his family, and they lived on the shore of the 

Sea of Galilee in the beautiful town or village called Capernaum. 



Capernaum is a lovely little town; I have been there several times. 

There are the most beautiful flowers all over the town which at the right time of year bathe the whole 

place in a stunning fragrance. 

Capernaum also had a synagogue where people from all around the area would come on the Sabbath to 

worship. And we know that Jesus himself visited and spoke in that building. 

James and his family would have been well established there working within the vibrant fishing industry 

and he and John would be an integral part of the family firm. 

It must have been a massive shock to everyone when suddenly James and his brother responded to the call 

of Jesus to leave everything behind and follow him. 

I imagine the town would be reeling slightly as Simon Peter did the same thing, left his boat and his family, 

and went to follow Jesus. 

The professor Gerd Theisen writes an interesting observation in his series of essays called ‘In the Shadow 

of the Galilean’. He says: 

“I was walking through Capernaum one day when I passed a couple sitting in their garden. There was a 

fishing boat there as well and the couple looked really sad. 

I was moved to speak to them and ask what was wrong.  

They told me they had spent all their lives working with the boat and making a good business. The boys 

were involved and set up for life as the business was to become theirs.  

Suddenly and completely out of the blue, they and a friend all announced that they were leaving. Not only 

leaving the business but leaving home. Leaving Capernaum, leaving their families to go and follow a young 

preacher guy who had been in town and incited them to abandon ship and follow him. 

‘What are WE going to do?’ they asked.” 

I guess Professor Theisen had a point. 

We often talk about the disciples leaving their jobs to become fishers of humanity, of people. 

There is always a cost and a consequence. 

Imagine the scene today. 

A family have spent years and maybe generations building a successful business. Mum, Dad, the two boys. 

Succession planning is an essential part of any enterprise and so plans were well ahead for the lads to take 

over.  

You can imagine can’t you.   

The boys being taught everything that the parents know. Finances being put in order. Shares being divided. 

Things being handed over in as tax efficient way as possible. All agreed with the accountant.  

This tradition continues today in family businesses. 

Then BANG, out of the blue the whole thing gets turned on its head. 

I wonder how the family Christmas dinner went that year? 

Anyway, back to James, what else do we know about this disciple. 

We know that Capernaum produced rich pickings for Jesus. 



Peter, James, and John were granted special access to Our Lord. They were the inner circle who, although 

part of the 12, were the favoured ones. The ones who were at the very centre of the ministry of Jesus. 

Your homework this week is to google the three of them and learn about the adventures that they had 

with the young preacher to whom they had responded to the call “Follow Me:” 

James was a loyal disciple of Jesus. He must have had outstanding qualities along with his wee brother 

John because Jesus picked him twice. 

The first picking was of course on the beach when he called the 2 brothers. The second was when he was 

made a member of the Board, the inner Circle, the A team, maybe first among equals but very much first. 

But James was not above making mistakes. When a Samaritan village rejected Jesus, he and John wanted 

to call down fire from heaven upon the place. This earned them the nickname "Boanerges," or "Sons of 

Thunder” – one of the slightly more humorous parts of the Gospels.  

Talking of the Gospels, James, of course, is mentioned in all four of them. 

James' zeal for Jesus resulted in his being the first of the twelve apostles to be martyred. He was killed with 

the sword on the order of King Herod Agrippa I of Judea, about 44 A.D.,in a “general persecution” of 

the early church. 

The story of James is not complete without thinking about power. 

Our Gospel today shows the depth of feeling and determination within the family of James and John and, 

as so often happens in the Bible, an example of the strength, fortitude, and importance of women. 

The woman in question in this account is James and John’s mother. 

Obviously, she has come to terms with the fact that the lads had left everything behind but now she was 

determined that they would richly benefit from their new calling. 

She is in the company of Jesus. She grabs the opportunity, and with her two beloved sons at her side - 

voluntary or involuntary we do not know – and, meekly kneeling in front of him as a sign of his 

position/status, she then asks a very direct question. 

‘Declare that these two sons of mine will sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.’ 

WOW say what you mean. Don’t hold back. 

Now Jesus understands what it is like to have a very strong mother and he respects that position, 

(remember the wedding at Cana, the first miracle, orchestrated by Jesus’ own Mother) 

But this request is different. It could almost be seen as empire building and/or selfish. 

However, Jesus does not just say NO. 

He questions the two men and asks them if they think they are up to the job. 

They say they are – yes, we can drink of the cup – but, of course, this is well before the events of Maundy 

Thursday and Good Friday, so they don’t really understand what he is saying. 

Jesus then plays an amazing card. 

He teaches them about position and humility. 

They regard Christ as their Lord and Master, but he tells them and reminds them that even he is subject to 

an greater authority. 

This is a glimpse of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

https://www.learnreligions.com/the-early-church-at-rome-363409


It reminds us today that we are looking beyond our earthly, human vision of life to that greater place which 

still surpasses all our understanding. 

It is natural and human for us all to want the best for ourselves and those around us, just like James and 

John’s mother did.  

As Christians we have the best example of someone who achieved so much but at the same time suffered 

dreadfully. He was rejected, tortured, abused - these days he would be trolled and sent inhumane emojis.  

Most of us strive to do the best we can. It is not easy and so often we fail and fall, we stumble as we carry 

our metaphorical cross up the Via Dolorosa. 

Hard as it is, we also know that God loves us just as we are.  

We don’t need to pretend. He knows us, inside out, even to knowing the number of hairs on our heads. He 

knit us together in our mother’s womb. He walks with us in all the circumstances of our lives. 

The story of James is complex. It seems simple but as we unpack it, as we have today, it reminds us of 

ourselves.  

Complicated humans, who twist and turn and try many things as we work towards the Kingdom of Heaven. 

The thing that James teaches us is, that no matter how complicated we make it or how often we mess up 

we are still and always will be, special to and loved by God. 

James reminds us that we are human, created by God and loved just as we are. 

You could almost say, Just as I Am. 

Amen 

Hymn: Just as I am 
 

1 Just as I am, without one plea 
but that thy blood was shed for me, 

and that thou bidst me come to thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 

2 Just as I am, though tossed about 
with many a conflict, many a doubt, 

fightings and fears, within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 

3 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind, 
sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

yea, all I need, in thee to find, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 

 4    Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

because thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 
 

5 Just as I am, thy love unknown 



has broken every barrier down, 

now to be thine, yea thine alone, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 
 

6 Just as I am, of that free love 
                        the breadth, length, depth and height to prove, 

       here for a season, then above, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 

 
 

The Service continues with Eucharistic Prayer V 
Celebrated for us by The Rev’d Grace Redpath 

 
Please join in the Communion anyway you would like to. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Almighty God, who on the day of Pentecost sent your Holy Spirit to the apostles with the wind from 

heaven and in tongues of flame, filling them with joy and boldness to preach the gospel: by the power of 

the same Spirit strengthen us to witness to your truth and to draw everyone to the fire of your love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Lord God, the source of truth and love, keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, united in 

prayer and the breaking of bread, and one in joy and simplicity of heart, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

 

Hymn: Jesus put this song into our hearts 
 

Jesus put this song into our hearts 
Jesus put this song into our hearts 

It's a song of joy no one can take away 
Jesus put this song into our hearts 

Jesus taught us how to live in harmony 
Jesus taught us how to live in harmony 

Different faces, different races, He made us one 
Jesus taught us how to live in harmony 

Jesus taught us how to be a family 
Jesus taught us how to be a family 

Loving one another with the love that He gives 
Jesus taught us how to be a family 

Jesus turned our sorrow into dancing 
Jesus turned our sorrow into dancing 

Changed our tears of sadness into rivers of joy 
Jesus turned our sorrow into a dance 

Graham Kendrick 
Copyright © 1986 Thankyou Music 

 
 

 



 

So, let us all go – or stay –in peace, to love and serve the Lord,  
wherever and however we can. 

 
In the name of Christ. Amen 

 
 

Notices 
 

Eco Snippets from the Eco Congregation sub-committee 

Here you will find a brief message each week, either an original thought or one from the many climate 

action groups.  (Non-political of course.)   

 

This week’s message: 

According to Energy Savings Trust, it’s estimated that the average UK household can lose up to £30 
per year just by leaving appliances on standby, and according to a Uswitch poll, 98% of households 
leave the TV on standby meaning a significant proportion of this cost may come from just one device. 
Of course ,as an Eco-Congregation we’re not all about the money. 
Wasted electricity means easily avoidable carbon emissions and putting into practice this small 

action means BIG change!  

 

 


