
 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Kelso  

                          An Open and Inclusive Church 
www.standrewskelso.co.uk 

Charity Number SC006302 

Rector: The Rev’d Canon Bob King                                              Associate Priest: The Rev’d Grace Redpath 

01573 224163                                                                                               01573 450752 

rectorofkelso@gmail.com                                                                            grace.redpath@btconnect.com 
 

Regular Services: 
 

Wednesdays 10am : Holy Communion (1982 Liturgy)  
Sundays 8.30am :Holy Communion (Scottish Prayer Book)  

10am: Eucharist (1982 Liturgy) . 
 

COVID restrictions re social distancing, and wearing face coverings still apply. We are still unable to sing, 
or meet for coffee after the service. Communion will be received in one kind only. 

Our online services will continue to be provided via these links: 

Website: www.standrewskelso.co.uk/services 

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/StAndrewsKelso  

Today’s Services: 

Sunday June 6th 2021 
First Sunday after Trinity 

8.30am: Holy Communion (Scottish Prayer Book) 
Celebrant: The Rev’d Canon Bob King 
Preacher: The Rev’d Grace Redpath 

10am:  Eucharist (1982 Liturgy) 
Celebrant and Preacher: The Rev’d Grace Redpath 

Liturgy of the Word: The Rev’d Canon Bob King 
 

So, welcome to our services, wherever and however you join us, and remember that Grace and I are 
available at any time to talk on the phone or Facetime or Messenger or Text. 

With my love and prayers, Bob 
 

 

The Peace of the Lord be always with us. 
 

 
Opening Hymn: For the beauty of the earth 

 
 

1.For the beauty of the earth, 

for the beauty of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth 

over and around us lies: 

 

Lord of all, to thee we raise 

this our sacrifice of praise. 
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2.For the beauty of each hour 

of the day and of the night, 

hill and vale and tree and flow’r, 

sun and moon and stars of light: 

 

3.For the joy of human love, 

brother, sister, parent, child, 

friends on earth, and friends above, 

pleasures pure and undefiled: 

 

4.For each perfect gift of thine, 

to our race so freely giv’n, 

graces human and divine, 

flow’rs of earth and buds of heav’n: 

 

5.For thy Church which evermore 

lifteth holy hands above, 

off’ring up on ev’ry shore 

her pure sacrifice of love: 

 

The Liturgy of the Word and Intercessions  
The Rev’d Canon Bob King 

 

 

The Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden, 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name: through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

The Summary of the Law 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

The first commandment is this: 

"Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 

You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, with all your soul, 

with all your mind 

and with all your strength." 

The second is this: 

"Love your neighbour as yourself." 

There is no other commandment greater than these. 

Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

God is love and we are his children. 

There is no room for fear in love. 

We love because he loved us first. 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith. 



God our Father, we confess to you  

and to our fellow members in the Body of Christ 

that we have sinned in thought, word and deed, 

and in what we have failed to do.  

We are truly sorry. 

Forgive us our sins, and deliver us from the power of evil,  

for the sake of your Son who died for us,  

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 

God, who is both power and love, 

forgive us and free us from our sins, 

heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

 

 

Gloria 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 

We worship you, we give you thanks, 
We praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 

You take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father; 
receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen 

 

Collect 

O God, the strength of all those who put their trust in you, mercifully accept our prayers and, because 

through the weakness of our mortal nature we can do no good thing without you, grant us the help of 

your grace, that in the keeping of your commandments we may please you both in will and deed 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 

Intercessions 
 

Bob will lead prayers for the Church and the World, and we are invited to bring our own concerns before 
God, including: 
 
Coronavirus: all who are suffering from it, worrying about it, treating it, researching it, and all who are 
working to keep us safe, and keep us fed. 
 



Those whose anniversaries of death fall at this time, including:Matthew Stanners, Margaret Hambro, 

Frederick Farmer, Stephanie Campbell, Rosamond Ross, Geoffrey Hollings and all who mourn them. 

 

Readings 

2 Corinthians 4.13-5.1 

4. 13 But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—‘I believed, and so I 
spoke’—we also believe, and so we speak,14because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will 
raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. 
15Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase 
thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
16So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being 
renewed day by day. 
17For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure 
18because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, 
but what cannot be seen is eternal. 
5 1.For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel 
 

This is the Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 3: 20-35 
Glory to Christ our Saviour 

 

20And the crowd came together again, so that they could not even eat. 
21When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, ‘He has gone out of his 
mind.’ 
22And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, ‘He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons 
he casts out demons.’ 
23And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, ‘How can Satan cast out Satan? 
24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 
25And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 
26And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. 
27But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong 
man; then indeed the house can be plundered. 
28 ‘Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter;29but whoever 
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin’—30for they 
had said, ‘He has an unclean spirit.’ 
31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called him. 
32A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, ‘Your mother and your brothers and sisters are 
outside, asking for you.’  
33And he replied, ‘Who are my mother and my brothers?’ 
34And looking at those who sat around him, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers! 
35Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.’ 



Give thanks to the Lord for his glorious Gospel 
Praise to Christ our Lord 

 
 

Reflection: The Rev’d Grace Redpath 

Who’s In and Who’s Out? 
 
One afternoon recently I arrived at the church to find a man frantically trying to open the church door. Of 
course, as has been the case for many months now, the door was locked. I sat watching him for a few 
minutes and then got out of my car. As I crossed the road he approached me. He seemed desperate. 
‘Please could you give me some money. I have no money to feed the meter for electricity.’ After a brief 
discussion I gave him £10.  
 

He then asked me what we did in our services. I told him he’d be welcome to come and see and join us 
anytime. He replied, ‘I would stand out too much. I look different. People wouldn’t like having me there.’ 
 

I’ve reflected on what he said a few times since that encounter. 
 

Who is welcome here? Who is accepted? How do you get to belong? Do you have to pass some sort of 
test? Do you have to dress or speak in a certain way?  
 

The strapline on our website and on our notice board is ‘Open for All’. Is that really true?  
 

And how do these questions connect with our Gospel reading today? A challenging one to interpret. 
 

Well, it begins with Jesus, at home, in his house trying to eat dinner after a long day. The crowd is 
desperate to get close to him – to this man who is reported to possess power over sickness and demons. 
All sorts of rumours as well as the testimony of real witnesses were spreading. Accusations were being 
made as to whether the power Jesus used was spiritual – from God, or demonic – from Satan.  
 

It was then that Jesus told a couple of puzzling parables one of which we will touch on later. 
 

Anyway, as the crowd surrounded the house Jesus’ family arrived back. Whether out of fear for Jesus’ life – 
tensions between Jesus and the religious authorities were already building - or out of embarrassment they 
attempted to eject him from the situation. He was having none of it. And, on the surface, there is 
something harsh about Jesus’ response to his family. The image of Jesus seeming to turn his back on his 
own mother and siblings simply does not fit with the picture we have of the loving, caring and welcoming 
Jesus.  
 

So, what is going on here? Could it be to do with our understanding of ‘family’? That ‘family’ when we’re 
God’s children is something much broader than simply our natural family?  
 

When Jesus is told that his mother, brothers and sisters were outside the house waiting for him he replies, 
“Who are my mother and my brothers?” And quite unusual for Jesus, he answers his own question about 
who his family was  and is clearly and plainly, “Whoever does the will of God.” In other words: those who 
follow my way, who live my life, those who obey. 
 

How easy it is to say these words, but my goodness, how hard it is to put them into practise. To make the 
leap from being good people – you know - saying the right things, helping others, being dedicated to our 
religion TO having an openhearted and generous love for all of God’s beloved, disfigured humanity. It’s so 
difficult not to pick and choose. 
 

Jesus talks a tough game! And can I just say, in all this I’m challenging myself. 
 

So, who are we siding with when we ignore, overlook, reject, exclude someone? With God or with Satan? 
And what prevents us from accepting people? The fact that they are different from us?  



Have different values? Of a different religion or race? Hold different political opinions to us? A personality 
clash? Our own prejudices and beliefs? The ones instilled in us by our upbringing. 
 

I have an example – one of which I am deeply ashamed. But it might possibly give us an idea of what the 
‘strong man’ might be as mentioned in the first short parable. 
 

It happened during a conversation about this time of year while sitting in the kitchen at the farm with our 
middle daughter, Joy. She was engaged to be married to Clive the following September. Clive’s family 
originally came from Jamaica. He was totally laid back – you know, in that West Indian way. And he was 
black.  
 

At that time, seventeen years ago, neither Keith’s nor my family had had much contact with people of 
ethnic origin. (It’s completely different now) Possibly because of the prejudice I had listened to as I grew up 
I decided to confront Joy - under the guise of wanting the best for her - and ask her if she was sure that she 
should marry Clive. It was a tense discussion. She very firmly put me in my place. The wedding went ahead 
– a joyous celebration of love between two people. Seventy of Clive’s relatives came to the Borders from 
all over the world. 
 

As I reflected on why I felt the need to broach the race issue with Joy I realised that I feared the reaction of 
our wider family – pleasing others! I was also influenced by the culture we lived in when growing up 
throughout the 60s and 70s here in the UK – just look back at some of the TV programmes that were 
broadcast at the time. Ironically one was called ‘Love Thy Neighbour’.  
 

Concern as to whether Clive was right for Joy - a racist attitude? - was the ‘strong man’ that held me in its 
grip. It was a power that caused me to hurt myself, to hurt Joy and to hurt God. And the power of that 
prejudice brought division into our home. It was only as my eyes were opened, when I repented of my 
attitude before God and asked Joy to forgive me that harmony and unity were restored. 
 

On the day following the wedding many of those who attended the wedding came to the farm for lunch – 
Keith was serving his legendary beef rolls! Before they left one of the black pastors said let’s sing ‘Bind us 
together, Lord, bind us together with cords that cannot be broken.’ For me, it brought complete healing 
from the power that once held me in its clutches as I experienced the stunning, uniting love of God. 
 

Our choices contribute to building God’s Kingdom on earth. Accepting others as they are, including them, 
recognizing that every person, as we ourselves are, is made in the image of God, creates a climate of 
harmony and unity. 
 

Living the Jesus way is not easy. Yet it might help us to be reminded that the six acts of kindness and mercy 
that Jesus taught were give food, give a drink, welcome, clothe, care and visit. Things we can all do. Their 
beauty is in their simplicity. (Matthew 25) 
 

You and I haven’t been called to end famine, heal disease, solve the refugee crisis; but to be who we are 
where we are.  
 

As we invest our lives in the lives of others we are sharing in the life of Christ – being and doing what he 
asked of us. We are obeying. Being his Body in the world. We are his family in all its richness, difference 
and diversity learning to live at peace with one another. 
 

All-Embracing God,  
calling us out of lesser loyalties into a greater family and household,  
give us courage to recognise our brothers and sisters 
in those we usually pass by, 
and give us the trust to be vulnerable 
to those we think will reject us, 
that we may show forth among us 
your commonwealth of justice and generosity. 
We pray this after the pattern of Jesus 
and in the power of the Spirit. 



Song: Let us build a house where love can dwell 

1 Let us build a house where love can dwell  

and all can safely live,  

a place where saints and children  

tell how hearts learn to forgive; 

built of hopes and dreams and visions, 

rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 

2 Let us build a house where prophets speak, 

and words are strong and true, 

where all God's children dare to seek  

to dream God's reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness  

and as symbol of God's grace;  

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 

 3 Let us build a house where love is found  

in water, wine and wheat:  

a banquet hall on holy ground,  

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space,  

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 

4 Let us build a house where hands will reach  

beyond the wood and stone, 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,  

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face;  

let us bring an end to fear and danger:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 

5 Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard  

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed  

as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter,  

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 

 
 



HavThe Service continues with Eucharistic Prayer 1 
Celebrated for us by The Rev’d Grace Redpath 

 
Please join in the Communion anyway you would like to. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

Eternal Father, we thank you for nourishing us with these heavenly gifts: may our communion strengthen 

us in faith, build us up in hope, and make us grow in love; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

Hymn: Make me a channel of your peace 
 

                             1. Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love. 

                                         Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord; 

                                        And where there’s doubt, true faith in you. 

 

O Master, grant that I may never seek 

so much to be consoled as to console, 

to be understood, as to understand, 

to be loved as to love with all my soul. 

 

                              2.Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope. 

                                        Where there is darkness, only light, 

                                        and where there’s sadness, ever joy. 

 

                             3.Make me a channel of your peace. 
                                        It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

                                        In giving of ourselves that we receive, 

                                        and in dying that we’re born to eternal life. 

 

 
 

So, let us all go – or stay –in peace, to love and serve the Lord,  
wherever and however we can. 

 
In the name of Christ. Amen 

 


