
 

THE CHALLENGE 

Mary Brown was moved by the reports of the bombing in Guernica to take action. She joined 

the local campaign group Huddersfield Spanish Aid Committee and they need your help! 

To help Mary Brown you must take on a role as a member of the Huddersfield Spanish Aid 

Committee, representing one of the organisations outlined below. We want you to write an 

inspiring campaign speech which will persuade local people to donate money or support the 

cause in other ways. Once you have written your speech, then it’s time to hold a rally.  

Get up on your soapbox and shout about it! 

Find out more about the organisations you can represent and information to support your 

speech below. 

 

THE FACTS 

• 20 Basque boys and 2 teachers would be housed in the Old Clergy House in Huddersfield. 
 

• It would cost 10 shillings a week to house, clothe and feed each child. This was a lot of money 

in 1937 and is equal to over £25 in today’s money – that’s £500 a week for 20 children! 
 

• The government wouldn’t provide the money to support the Basque children, so organisations 

had to work together to fundraise for this money. 

 

• What history can you remember from Aid for Spain film - what started the Civil War in Spain? 

How might this relate to the beliefs of the organisations below? Why would this inspire them to 

get involved? 

 

THE ROLES 

You can choose to represent one of the following organisations aiming to help bring the Basque 

children to live safely in Huddersfield.  Find out more about the aims of each organisation and 

use this information below to help you write your speech. 

HUDDERSFIELD TRADES COUNCIL 

The Huddersfield Trades Council brought together local trade unions. Trade Unions exist to fight for 

fair working conditions, better wages and benefits (e.g., health care and holidays). Democracy is 

important in Trade Unions, representatives are elected (voted in) by members.  

The rise of Fascism in Spain, Germany and Italy in 1930s was thought to be a danger to democracy. 

Trade Union members were angered by the government’s decision not to support the fight in Spain, 

the “non-intervention” policy, so felt they had to do something else to help. Ordinary workers 

contributed to fundraisers such as the “Spanish Workers Fund”, and the “International Solidarity 

Fund” to help workers like them in Spain. In 1937, the Trade Union Congress, with the National Joint 

Committee for Spanish Relief, coordinated the effort to evacuate children from Spain to the UK 

through the Basque Children’s Committee. 



 

HOW DO I WRITE A SPEECH? 

• Include facts – make sure to read the facts and information about your organisation carefully. 
 

• Make people think – talk about the beliefs and values of the organisation you’re representing. 
 

• Paint a picture – use emotional language, think of a powerful image to include                          

(e.g. describing the bombing or the helplessness of civilians in Guernica). 
 

• Be persuasive – use forceful phrases (words like, 'you must', 'we have to' or 'I urge you”);  

Use repetition and rhetorical questions to keep people listening. 
 

• Read the documents below to get an idea of the kind of language used in 1937. 

PEACE PLEDGE UNION 

The Peace Pledge Union, formed in 1936, is a pacifist non-governmental organisation. It is open to 

everyone who can sign the PPU pledge: “I renounce war, and am therefore determined not to 

support any kind of war. I am also determined to work for the removal of all causes of war.” Its 

members work for a world without war and promote peaceful and non-violent solutions to conflict.  

The PPU believe in active pacifism – this means campaigning for peacebuilding and nonviolent 

intervention in action as well as words. A large part of the PPU's work involved providing support 

for the victims of war. Because of this they were inspired to help the Basque children. 

WAIFS AND STRAYS SOCIETY 

The Waifs and Strays Society, now The Children’s Society, was set up in 1881. Its aim was to 

provide safety for destitute, or poor, children in dedicated children’s homes – an alternative to the 

harsh conditions of workhouses and orphanages. They believed a stable and loving home was 

important to children growing up, and aimed to protect vulnerable children from effects of poverty 

on their health and education. Representatives from the Waifs and Strays probably attended this 

meeting as experts in housing children, offering their advice, and with the belief that young people 

deserve live in dignity. There were two children’s homes in Huddersfield– the All Saints Home for 

Boys and St Agnes Home for Girls. 

LEFT BOOK CLUB 

The Left Book Club was founded in 1936, it offered books monthly and published a monthly 

political newsletter. It’s founder, Victor Gollancz said: "The aim of the Left Book Club is a simple 

one. It is to help in the terribly urgent struggle for world peace and against fascism”. He hoped that 

the book club would educate ordinary people about politics and inspire them to take action. 

The club published books which could only be bought by its members – within the first year it had 

40,000 members. The Left Book Club was a source of hope for many who wanted to find an 

answer to the troubles of the 1930s.  

HUDDERSFIELD DISTRICT VICTORIA SICK NURSES ASSOCIATION  

Before the NHS, it was very hard to get medical attention if you were poor. The Victoria Sick 

Nurses Association was set up to provide free nurses for the people of Huddersfield. They 

provided general nursing care and midwifery (caring for pregnant women and new-born babies). 

The nurses had a duty of care for the people living in Huddersfield. As the refugee children from 

Spain didn’t have money to pay for a nurse or doctor, the Huddersfield District Victoria Sick Nurses 

Association would provide free care. 



 



 
  



 
 


