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Darwin-made app on way to US
DARWIN bus ine s sman
Clint Hoffmann’s Drive-
About app could be entering
the United States market in
the second half of this year
following an Austrade trip.

DriveAbout was one of
the best 13 Australian edtech
innovations to be introduced
to the US. 

The app delivers the road
rule book and the related test
into educational competen-
cy-based animations. A test

can also be delivered through
the app.

“The objective of the trip
was to gain valuable research
into the US market an insight
into opportunities with the
DriveAbout product, seek US
partners, investors and cus-
tomers and build networks in
the edutech industry,” Mr
Hoffmann said.

“The additional value was
to understand latest trends
and meet with Austrade’s

landing pad in San Fran-
cisco.”

DriveAbout has been con-
verted into eight indigenous
languages and Mr Hoffman
believes converting into
other languages will give the
product global reach.

“The US is a massive mar-
ket,” he said. “We were
taught to view each state as a
country and by meeting some
amazing Australian US tech
companies such as Live Tiles,

we saw that excellent innova-
tion can be scaled into the
US. 

“A US entry could be as
soon as the last quarter of this
year, with a deal being nego-
tiated with an ASX-listed
company in Mexico being the
perfect first step.

“The trip was invaluable
and I am thankful to Aus-
trade for organising it and
also the NT Government’s
trade support scheme.”

A TERRITORY-developed
driving app designed to teach
road rules will be used by
Australia’s largest indigenous
corporation to improve driv-
er education in the bush. 

The Arnhem Land Prog-
ress Aboriginal Corporation
will use DriveAbout as part of
a “safer roads and jobs out
bush” program. 

ALPA is partnering with
NT company Ambrose Busi-
ness Solutions to deliver the
innovative driver program.

DriveAbout has been de-
veloped in eight indigenous
languages.

Developer Clint Hoff-
mann said he saw a need to
innovatively educate people
who were essentially illiter-
ate by way of a “best in class”
edtech solution.

“By converting the road
rule book and the related test
into educational competen-
cy-based animations and a
test delivered from a mobile
app — I knew we had a solu-
tion to a problem that can be

linked back to 25 per cent of
our prison population.”

ALPA’s manager of strat-
egy and business develop-
ment Chris Hayward said
they recognised the value
and effectiveness of integrat-
ing use of first language with

competency-based learning.
“With the advent of the high-
ly immersive DriveAbout
app-based learning system,
we can take remote driver
education to a whole new
level,” he said. 

“Language barriers are

often the greatest hurdle to
overcome for people to
achieving conceptual under-
standing and with us now
using DriveAbout, we are
seeing significant increases in
knowledge acquisition and
retention by learners.”

The DriveAbout indigen-
ous driver education app was
developed with direct sup-
port of the Australian Gov-
ernment and Indigenous
Affairs Minister Nigel Scul-
lion. 

“Senator Scullion should
be commended for getting
behind this initiative and
supporting the development
of first language learning re-
sources for indigenous peo-
ple,” he said. 

“Having a driver’s license
can mean much more than
driving a car in remote com-
munities — a driver’s license
is a valuable qualification to
help people gain employ-
ment.”

ALPA intends to train
CDP supervisors and remote
school attendance strategy
officers in how to use the app.

Steering program 
for bush drivers
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Rates hold
THE Reserve Bank has held
the official cash rate at 1.5 per
cent for the 21st consecutive
month, saying weak household
spending and sluggish wages
growth remain a concern for
the economy. 

RBA governor Philip Lowe
kept his comments on employ-
ment, inflation and the state of
the housing market virtually
unchanged from his April
statement.

He continued to call out
household consumption as a
source of uncertainty, pointing
to incomes growing slowly
while household debt levels re-
main high. 

Dr Lowe said the econ-
omic growth rate was expect-
ed to pick up during 2018 and
2019.
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Our 30 Most 
Influential Public 
Servants
WE’RE making another list. In a 
fortnight’s time we will release a 
list of the Territory’s 30 Most 
Influential Public Servants. The 
list will pride itself on identifying 
a few of the up-and-comers and 
will, like the 120 Most Powerful 
List, get tongues wagging, not 
by who is on it but who is not on it. The list we put out at 
Christmas put just as many noses out of joint as it did elev-
ate egos and status alike. And can we say that with more 
than 20,000 public servants, slimming it down to 30 is going 
to be no easy task, but we like a challenge here. Let’s just 
hope the high-profile public servant named in last week’s 
Business Confidential as potentially adding to the population 
decline here in the Territory is around for it. We’ll give you a 
heads up when we are ready to go.

Manison
flattered to be
Power Ranger
Budget day and week are al-
ways busy for the Treasurer
and yesterday and today will
be no different for Nicole
Manison. But she will have to
do it without the help of her
Pink Power Ranger superpow-
ers. It seems that after giving

the gift of undergrounding power to the people of Darwin 
last week, she had to return to a mere mortal and deliver the 
sombre news of the Territory Budget in a light blue outfit 
and without the mask. Apparently “Mano” was delighted to 
appear on the front page of the NT News as the Pink Power 
Ranger and won’t be offended if we run it again. Confidential 
is happy to oblige. 

We’d kill for 
these numbers 
Victorian Treasurer Tim Pallas 
(pictured) delivered his Budget 
yesterday and it is hard not to 
feel a little envious. Pallas said 
Victoria was blessed with posi-
tive economic circumstances 
but he insisted the government 
was preparing for the possibility 
of slower growth in coming 
years. “Sometimes I can’t be-
lieve how well the Victorian economy is performing,” he told 
reporters. 
And neither can we. The 2018/19 financial year is expected to 
deliver a surplus of $1.4 billion with average annual surpluses 
of $2.5 billion over four years. Regional payroll tax will be half 
of the metro rate at 2.425 per cent down from 3.75 per cent. 
Treasury forecasts that about 4000 existing businesses in re-
gional Victoria will benefit from the cut. Net debt has reached 
$19 billion, representing 4.6 per cent of gross state product. 
Property sales continue to provide a lucrative source of in-
come for the Andrews government, with stamp duty forecast 
to hit $7.1 billion in 2018/19.
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