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The International Council of Women, a Non-Governmental Organization in consultative 

status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council, has worked diligently to 

advance equal rights for women since its establishment in 1888. The Council is 

steadfastly committed to full implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals 

by 2030, advancing the status of women, and the removal of all forms of discrimination 

against women and girls. The International Council of Women’s objectives are 

definitely in line with the theme chosen by UN WOMEN to mark the International 

Women’s Day 2022: “Gender Equality today for a sustainable tomorrow”; a topic of 

primary importance for the building of a more sustainable future for all. 

Gender inequalities still remain deep-rooted in many societies. Structural barriers in 

the economic, social, political and environmental spheres produce and reinforce these 

inequalities, resulting in a lack of equal access to the workforce, as well as occupational 

segregation and gender wage gaps. Very often, women and girls are still widely denied 

access to basic education and health care, are victims of domestic violence and 

discrimination, and are under-represented in relevant important political and 

economic decision-making processes. 

Despite the many formidable challenges, women have a critical role to play in all the 

Sustainable Development Goals; and the need to recognize gender equality is 

especially represented in Goal 5. This goal, known as “the stand-alone gender goal”, is 

dedicated to achieving gender equality and empowerment of women and girls, and 

detailing within the single goal a full range of issues of general concern. It is true that 

effective actions have brought some positive change. However, all too often the hard-

earned achievements in the field of Gender Equality have suffered from a serious 

backlash; particularly in the last two years of a worldwide pandemic and an increase 

of violence and unrest in certain parts of the globe, as the case of Afghanistan has 

shown, and now the crisis in Ukraine. 

Sustainable development is tightly interlinked with both gender equality and peace; 

without peace there will not be a sustainable tomorrow. Sadly, there are too many 

places of conflicts around the world to mention one by one and the most recent news 



are filled with heartbreaking images of many women and children trying to flee from 

Ukraine in search of safety and survival. Women and girls suffer inordinately during 

and after armed conflicts, losing their fundamental human right to live in safety and 

peace. They have to face the overwhelming tasks of holding their families together 

after displacement, of providing food, clothing and shelter in destroyed areas, and the 

heightened risks of becoming widowed, as well as being victims of sexual violence and 

diseases. Security Council Resolution 1325 clearly acknowledged that women’s 

participation and empowerment are critical components for the maintenance of peace 

and security. Yet the gender gap in these peace mechanisms still persists. As such, 

members of the global community must hasten their implementation of this important 

Security Resolution through enforcing the various international humanitarian and 

human rights laws and conventions that  protect the rights of women and girls during 

and after conflicts, taking special measures to protect them from all forms of violence, 

protecting the needs of women and girls in refugee camps and settlements and 

including women as full and equal participants in peace processes, including 

disarmament and rebuilding mechanisms. 

The International Council of Women’s affiliates diligently continue to struggle for 

women to gain opportunities to play a decisive role in addressing the challenges in the 

fields of politics, economics, and climate change. Clearly, women are indispensable in 

this process and must be included as strategic partners. The building of solid 

partnerships is unquestionably a key component of ensuring a positive sustainable 

future for all.  Thus, there is a fundamental necessity to bring together a whole range 

of relevant participants: institutions, international and regional organizations, 

governments and even members of local communities, in order to form alliances and 

direct efforts towards achieving gender equality.  

Long-term advocacy and actions, in conjunction with specially designed policies and 

measures to promote the inclusion of women in the economy and polity, continue to 

be an urgent necessity that will contribute for a sustainable tomorrow. We need to 

ensure that women and girls are at the very heart of this matter, because the inequities 

and inequalities impacting on their health, opportunities and wellbeing are so 

persistent. This is, unfortunately, a much unfinished business and this should be the 

world’s greatest challenge as we chart the path ahead. 

To work towards meeting such challenge, one must recognize that good education is 

certainly a prerequisite for the fulfillment of human gender equality potentiality. 

However, although the gender gap in education is gradually closing, far too many girls 

are still denied schooling or have to drop out prematurely with few skills and even 

fewer future opportunities. With two thirds of the world’s illiterate being women, 

overall gender equality cannot be achieved. 



Therefore, overcoming the gender inequalities and critical barriers, which prevent 

women and girls from exercising their rights and empowering themselves, must be at 

the heart of our efforts to create sustainable and resilient societies in order to build a 

sustainable future for us and our future generations. The International Council of 

Women joins UN WOMEN in stressing the belief that “Without gender equality today, 

a sustainable future, and an equal future, remains beyond our reach”.  

We at the International Council of Women recognize the supreme challenge of the 

times. Our hearts go out to those of you who have lost loved ones, those of you who 

have felt economic decline, those of you who have been denied a good education, 

those of you who have lost security and safety, those of you who have felt deterioration 

of equal rights and all the other despicable baggage that has come along with this 

pandemic and the increase in climate disasters, gender- based violence and armed 

conflicts around the globe. We feel with you, but don’t let this defeat you. Rather than 

despair, we believe it is time to redouble our efforts to help build a just, peaceful and 

sustainable future. It is time to dig deep to help create what we know to be a better 

world. 

 


