
 

 

World Religions: Course Study Guide 
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Instagram 

 
Seven Main World Religions: 

● Islam 

● Hinduism 

● Buddhism 

● Judaism 

● Christianity 

● Sikhism 

● Taoism  

Islam: 
Key Vocabulary: 

Algebra: The mathematical discipline of algebra, still taught in schools today. In the ninth 

century, an Arab mathematician developed algebra. 

Allah: A supreme god, whom the Arabs recognized as their so-called God. The word “Allah” 

translates to “God” in Arabic. 

Arabesques: The decorations that got repeated over and over in geometric patterns. These 

arabesques completely covered the surfaces of objects. 

Astrolabe: An instrument used by sailors to determine their location with stars and heavenly 

bodies. 

Caliph: A successor to Muhammad. In 632, Abū Bakr was named a caliph to Muhammad, the 

messenger of the supreme god, Allah. 

Five Pillars of Faith: The practices of worship for the Muslims. The Five Pillars have five steps 

to them; 1) Belief; 2) Prayer; 3) Charity; 4) Fasting; 5) Pilgrimage. 
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Hajj: When the Muslims make a pilgrimage to Makkah, as they are encouraged to do. A hajj, or 

a pilgrimage, is one of the Five Pillars of Faith. 

Jihad: A struggle in the way of God. A jihad was used by the Arabs when the Quran permitted 

fair, defensive warfare. 

Minaret: A tower attached to a mosque from which a call to prayer gets issued. The minaret is 

roughly ninety feet tall, and the minaret has an unusual outside spiral staircase. 

Mosque: The Muslim houses of worship. The mosques got burned to the ground by Hülegü 

when he captured Baghdad in 1258. 

Muezzin: The one who makes a call to prayer for the Muslims. The muezzin is also known as the 

“crier,” and the muezzin calls the faithful to prayer five times a day from the minaret. 

Quran: The holy book of the religion of Islam. Many revelations got written down in the Quran, 

and the Quran contained the ethical guidelines and laws by which the followers of Allah are to 

live. 

Shari’ah: The law code for the Islams. The shari’ah got developed by Muslim scholars for the 

death of Muhammad, the One God’s messenger. 

Sheikh: A ruler of a tribe who got chosen from one of the leading families by a council of elders. 

A sheikh was also Arab, as the tribes got made up of Arab people. 

Shia: One of the two groups of Muslims who only accepted the descendants of Ali as the true 

rulers of Islam. 

Sultan: A holder of power. In the time of the Abbasids, a Turkish leader captured Baghdad in 

1055 A.D. and took control as an empire. This man called himself a sultan. 

Sunni: The other group of Muslims after Islam got divided into two groups. The Sunni Muslims 

“did not agree with Umayyad rule but accepted the Umayyads as rulers, or caliphs.” 

Vizier: A prime minister who headed the council and advised the caliph. The viziers existed 

under the Abbasids. 

The Hijrah: The sacred black stone supposedly placed by Abraham in the center of Mecca. 

The Kaaba: Muhammad's journey from Mecca to Medina. 
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Analyze Islam’s Creed, Code, and Cult. 

Islam is a religion that has played an extremely vital role in history and the exploration of our 

past. In Islam, fascinatingly, there are many factors that play into Islam's history, like its creed, 

code, and cult. The creed, to start, for the Islams is very straightforward, as the Islams believe in 

Allah, their one God (illustrating that Islam is monotheistic), and the Islams also believe in 

Muhammad, God's prophet who came after Jesus, Moses, etcetera. This important creed led to 

the Islamic cult, which is to follow the Five Pillars of Faith, referred to as belief, prayer, fasting, 

charity, and pilgrimage. The cult, nonetheless, occurred because of the code, the Quran, which 

contains all of the holy writings of the Islamic religion, making it a comparison to the Christian's 

Holy Bible. The Creed, Cult, and Code of the Islamic religion plays an influential role in so 

many people's lives, and it is great to watch the Islamic religion develop in history. 

 

Key People: 

Ibn-Rushd: Islamic scholar who translated and commented on the works of Aristotle. 

Muhammad: Prophet who received revelation from God via the archangel Gabriel. 

Ibn-Sina: Had much confidence in himself, and he was very intelligent, as he wrote a medical 

encyclopedia. 

Ibn-Khaldun: Had high expectations for himself. He was the most prominent Muslim historian 

of the age, and he was disappointed with his political career, so he wrote and studied history. He 

eventually went on to write what would be one of his most famous works, Muqaddimah 

(Introduction to History). 

Omar Khayyam: Was influential to the Islam literature, and he was also well-known. One of his 

most familiar works was The 1001 Nights (also called The Arabian Nights), which influenced 

Islamic literature. 

 Islam: Creed, Cult, and Code 

Creed Allah is the supreme God and Muhammad is the messenger of Allah. 

Cult Five Pillars of Islam (Belief, prayer, charity, fasting, and pilgrimage). 

Code The Quran, the holy book of the religion of Islam. 
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Review: 

Analyze any of the world religions according to the rubric of Creed, Cult, and Code; Islam: 

Creed: 

The creed of the Islamic faith is that Allah is the supreme God and Muhammad is the messenger 

of Allah. 

Cult: 

The cult of the Islamic faith is the "Five Pillars of Islam (Belief, prayer, charity, fasting, and 

pilgrimage). 

Code: 

The code of the Islamic faith is the Quran, "the holy book of the religion of Islam." 

 

What was the main Islamic contribution to the field of mathematics?: 

Arabs transmitted the Indian number system (including the number zero) to Europe. 

 

How did Islamic scholars play a crucial role in the preservation of knowledge? 

Using paper-making techniques developed in China, Islamic scholars translated and 

preserved the writings of the ancients.  

 

True or False?: 

The Hadith prohibited depictions of God in art? - True 

Muslim astronomers developed the astrolabe, a tool for determining one's location according 

to the position of the stars? - True 

Ibn-Khaldun developed a theory of history, in which he posited a civilizational cycle of birth, 

decay, and fall? - True 

Islam spread rapidly through Asia and Africa; 

Primarily, Islam spread through the activities of Muslim merchants and traders; 

- In India and present-day Indonesia 
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Cities within the Arab and Turkish empires became major centers of trade: 

- Damascus in Syria; 

- Cairo in Egypt; 

- Cordoba in Spain; 

What was the Islamic tradition surrounding Muhammad? How does the origins of the 

revelation contained in the Quran differ from (1) the insights of the Buddha and (2) the 

Old and New Testament? 

Muhammad received the definitive revelation of God via the archangel Gabriel, which became 

the basis of the Quran. Muhammad then is the final prophet who reveals God's will and teaching. 

Unlike the Buddha (who arrives at the insights of the Four Noble Truths himself) and the Old 

and New Testaments (which are inspired by God but written by human beings), Muhammad is 

not the author of the Quran but the receiver of the Quran. 

 

What is meant by a religion of optimism? Give an example. 

Religion of optimism sees the world as redeemable and that suffering either has a purpose or can 

be redeemed. Examples: the Monotheistic faiths of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.  

 

How are Islam and Judaism are both religions of law? 

Both Judaism and Islam are religions of law because the emphasis is more on the practice and 

following of legal prescriptions rather than accepting complicated articles of faith. 

 

In summary, what was the Shia/Sunni divide within Islam? 

Shia Muslism insist the leader of the community must be connected to the family of Muhammad 

while Sunni Muslims do not insist on this point. 

 

What does a religion of optimism deal with? 

A religion of optimism deals with a religion's way of looking at the world. Is the world good, 

does suffering have a purpose or can it be redemptive, or is a person left with escape as their only 

option? 
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YouTube Videos For Studying: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gg6ju-lHCwU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4BzrE8RF20I 

 

Hinduism: 
Key Vocabulary: 

Hinduism: You must do your dharma, even if it is difficult or unwelcome. 

Yoga: A method of training designed to lead to such union. The Hindus did this to try and reach 

"oneness" with Brahman, also known as their god. 

Reincarnation: The belief that the individual soul is reborn in a different form after death. It was 

a vital factor in Hinduism, and the idea got developed by the sixth century B.C. 

Karma: The force generated by a person's actions that determines how the person will be reborn 

in the next life. This term, which comes from the Hindus, is still in use today. 

Dharma: The divine law for the Hindus. It also plays a vital role in karma, another important 

factor in Hinduism. 

Atman: The individual self, the divine spirit within each person. 

Brahman: The ultimate reality of the universe, or God. 

Caste System: A Hindu social class system that controlled every aspect of daily life. 
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 Hinduism: Creed, Cult, and Code 

Creed - A single force in the universe, Brahman; 

- Reincarnation; 

- Karma; 

- Dharma; 

- Castes 

- The Vedas 

 

The Hindus’ Creed demonstrates the wide variety of what they believed in their religion. 

Cult - Yoga 

 

The Hindus’ Cult illustrates the actions (specifically yoga) that the Hindus took to unify them 

with Brahman 

Code - Dharma  

 

The Hindus’ Code portrays the divine law, the Dharma. 

 

Review: 

Analyze any of the world religions according to the rubric of Creed, Cult, and Code; 

Hinduism:  

Creed: 

A single force in the universe, Brahman; 

Reincarnation; 

Karma; 

Dharma; 

Castes 

The Vedas 

The Hindus' Creed demonstrates the wide variety of what they believed in their religion. 
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Cult: 

Yoga 

The Hindus' Cult illustrates the actions (specifically yoga) that the Hindus took to unify them 

with Brahman. 

Code: 

Dharma 

The Hindus' Code portrays the divine law, the Dharma. 

 

Explain the importance of dharma and karma in Hinduism: 

Dharma refers to one's duty or the moral laws one is expected to follow based upon caste. Karma 

is the force or energy generated by one's life: if one follows their dharma, they generate good 

karma but if they neglect their dharma, they generate bad karma. Karma determines how one is 

reincarnated. 

 

What are some points of contact between Hinduism and Buddhism? Points of separation? 

Dharma, karma, and reincarnation. Buddhists reject caste. 

 

Give an example of two contributions of Islamic civilization. 

Algebra, concept of 0 and number system, astronomy, philosophy, the study of history according 

to Ibn-Khaldun. 

 

What is meant by a religion of pessimism? Give an example. 

A religion of pessimism holds that creation is irredeemable and a place of suffering that can only 

be escaped from (not mitigated). Examples: paganism and Buddhism. 

 

YouTube Videos For Studying: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xlBEEuYIWwY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhTpJxlJi2I 
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Buddhism: 
Key Vocabulary: 

Buddhism: Life is suffering, eliminate suffering through elimination of desire, escape from the 

world into Nirvana. 

Nirvana: The ultimate reality - the end of the self and a reunion with the Great World Soul. 

Nirvana is significant in the Buddhist religion, especially in ancient times. 

Four Noble Truths: Four truths that Siddhārtha Gautama proposed to help the Buddhists reach 

nirvana. 

Middle Path: Also known as the “The Eightfold Path,” the Middle Path helps the Buddhists end 

their desires in the world. The eight steps in the Middle Path all begin with the word “Right.” 

 

Four Noble Truths: 

1. Ordinary life is full of suffering. 

2. This suffering is caused by our desire to satisfy ourselves. 

3. The way to end suffering is to end desire for selfish goals and to see others as extensions of 

ourselves. 

4. The way to end desire is to follow the Middle Path. 

 

Eight Steps of the Middle Path: 

1. Right view: We need to know the Four Noble Truths. 

2. Right intention: We need to decide what we really want. 

3. Right speech: We must seek to speak truth and to speak well of others. 

4. Right action: The Buddha gave five precepts: ‘Do not kill. Do not steal. Do not lie. Do not 

be unchaste. Do not take drugs or drink alcohol.” 

5. Right livelihood: We must do work that uplifts our being. 

6. Right effort: The Buddha said, “Those who follow the Way might well follow the example 

of an ox that arches through the deep mud carrying a heavy load. He is tired, but his steady, 

forward-looking gaze will not relax until he comes out of the mud.” 

7. Right mindfulness: We must keep our minds in control of our senses: “All we are is the 

result of what we have thought.” 

8. Right concentration: We must meditate to see the world in a new way. 
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 Buddhism: Creed, Cult, and Code 

Creed - Nirvana 

- Four Noble Truths 

- The Eightfold Path 

- Siddhartha Gautama 

- Reincarnation 

- No castes 

 

The Buddhists’ Creed portrays what the Buddhists believed in terms of self-denial and 

selflessness. 

Cult - Practicing the steps in the Eightfold Path: 

1. Right view; 

2. Right intention; 

3. Right speech; 

4. Right action; 

5. Right livelihood; 

6. Right effort; 

7. Right mindfulness; 

8. Right concentration; 

- Seeking to resolve our human desires;  

- Based on Siddhartha Gautama, or Buddha 

 

The Buddhists’ Cult demonstrates the importance of the Eightfold Path. 

Code - The Four Noble Truths 

- The Middle Path (The Eightfold Path)  

 

The Buddhists’ Code was to follow Buddha’s Four Noble Truths and the Middle Path (The 

Eightfold Path) 
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Key People: 

Siddhartha Gautama: Founder of Buddhism (aka the Buddha) 

 

Review: 

Analyze any of the world religions according to the rubric of Creed, Cult, and Code; 

Buddhism: 

Creed: 

Nirvana 

Four Noble Truths 

The Eightfold Path 

Siddhartha Gautama 

Reincarnation 

No castes 

The Buddhists' Creed portrays what the Buddhists believed in terms of self-denial and 

selflessness. 

Cult: 

Practicing the steps in the Eightfold Path: 

Right view; 

Right intention; 

Right speech; 

Right action; 

Right livelihood; 

Right effort; 

Right mindfulness; 

Right concentration; 

Seeking to resolve our human desires; 

Based on Siddhartha Gautama, or Buddha 

The Buddhists' Cult demonstrates the importance of the Eightfold Path. 
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Code: 

The Four Noble Truths 

The Middle Path (The Eightfold Path) 

The Buddhists' Code was to follow Buddha's Four Noble Truths and the Middle Path (The 

Eightfold Path) 

 

How did Siddhartha Gautama come to his insights of the Four Noble Truths? Summarize 

the Four Noble Truths: 

Gautama sought an answer to the problem of suffering. After living a life of pleasure, he turned 

to harsh asceticism, which nearly killed him. He abandoned the harsh ascetic path and the life of 

pleasure to seek a middle way. When meditating he came to the Four Noble Truths: (1) life is 

suffering; (2) suffering is caused by desire; (3) suffering can end by escaping the world through 

the elimination of desire; (4) seek escape by following the Eightfold Path/Middle Way. 

What might be a religious optimism? 

Some possibilities: 

- Suffering exists, but serves some purpose; 

- Creation contains imperfections but can be blessed or redeemed; 

- One is not a prisoner of one’s fate but a person has their own destiny in their own 

hands (to a certain extent); 

- God exists and is personally involved in history. 
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What are some points of contact and points of separation between Hinduism and 

Buddhism? 

Buddhism and Hinduism are two of the five major religions in the world currently, and both of 

these religions play a vital role in our history. Fascinatingly enough, nonetheless, Buddhism is an 

extension of Hinduism, meaning that they both compare and contradict each other. Buddhism 

and Hinduism compare, to start, in the way that they both believe in karma, dharma, 

reincarnation, the belief of gods, and many other reasons. Hinduism and Buddhism contradict 

each other, nevertheless, in the way that they practice their code and cult. The cult of Hinduism 

focuses on yoga and making their mind great so that they can please their Brahman. In 

Buddhism, however, the Buddhists focus on the need of following the Eightfold Path (which 

states the right way to live), and they most importantly focus on worshiping the Buddha 

(Siddhartha Gautama). Another way in that the Buddhists and the Hindus differ from each other 

is through their code. The Hinduism code gets based on the dharma, or the divine law, but the 

Buddhism code focuses on the Four Noble Truths, which speak about the need to end our desires 

to end our suffering, and to also follow the Eightfold Path to end our struggles. Buddhism and 

Hinduism, overall, contradict and compare to each other significantly, and it is amazing to watch 

Buddhism and Hinduism grow and develop. 

Facts: 

Monism (as in Hinduism and Buddhism) holds that the material world is an illusion and so 

God is indifferent to it. 

YouTube Videos For Studying: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZTI3P9zx-oY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-_cJU-pFwQ 
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Judaism: 
Key Vocabulary: 

Yom Kippur: Day of Atonement. 

Torah: The law, given on Mount Sinai from God through Moses to the people of Israel. 

Talmud: Commentary on the commentary on the Law. 

Second Temple: Center of Jewish worship until its destruction in 70 A.D. 

Diaspora: Dispersion of the Jewish people outside of the promised land. 

Mishnah: Commentary on the Law. 

Shema: Fundamental Jewish prayer that affirms the oneness and lordship of God. 

Rosh Hashanah: Jewish New Year. 

Halakhah: Legal prescriptions for daily life. 

Aggadah: Narrative, non-legal texts that illustrate and help illuminate the halakhah. 

Midrash: Commentary on halakhah and Aggadah. 

The Sabbath: Jews rest from all work on Saturday, the Seventh Day of the Week; mimicking 

God, who rested on the 7th Day of Creation, 

Sukkoth: Commemoration of the 40 years wandering the desert after the Exodus from Egypt. 

Pesach (Passover): A weeklong commemoration of the liberation from slavery in Egypt. 

 

Review: 

For Jews, God is: 

- One; 

- Creator of the world and everything in it; 

- Transcendent and immanent: completely above and beyond the world yet completely 

present to it; 

- God is eternal and rules the universe; 

- God is one; 

- God is creator; 

- Creation is one; 

- God’s divine providence or governorship extends to the whole world 

- Revealed to Abraham, gave the law to his people on Mount Sinai, and spoke to his people 

through the prophets. 
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Why is Judaism a "religion of the book"? 

Judaism is a religion of the book because Jews dedicate them to the study of the law given on 

Mount Sinai as recorded in the Torah. Commentaries on the Torah like the Mishnah and the 

Talmud serve to explicate the law and how Jews should live. In addition, the destruction of the 

Temple in AD 70 moved emphasis to texts in the absence of the Temple. 

 

How is Judaism both a religious faith and a nation? 

Judaism is both a religion and a nation, the chosen people called by God through Abraham and 

ratified through the covenant. As a result, Judaism is not a missionary faith - it does not seek 

converts. 
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Christianity: 
Key Vocabulary: 

Monotheism: Monotheism is when people, or religions, that believe in one (mono) God (theos). 

Such religions include the three great monotheistic religions, Islam, Christianity, and Judaism, 

which account for over fifty percent of the world’s population! 

Polytheism: Polytheism is when people, or religions, that believe in multiple goddesses or gods. 

Ancient examples include the Romans and the Greeks, and more modern examples include 

Hinduism, which is mainly located in Asia, specifically India and Nepal; holds that there is no 

god with complete providential control of the universe: 

- Thus, fate and destiny rules everything (even the gods); 

- Religious practice was about securing temporal benefits and nothing else; 

- The universe was ultimately doomed anyway (classic example: Norse mythology, in 

which the gods would face off against the forces of nature at Ragnarok – and loose). 

Atheist: An atheist is someone on earth who denies the existence of God, and has a desire for 

pleasure. Recently, atheists have published books that mock religions and their beliefs that 

believe in the existence of God; nevertheless, world religions continue to prove that believing in 

one God is extremely reasonable. 

Agnostic: Agnostic, or agnostics, is when people claim that God’s existence cannot be known, 

approved, or disproved. Agnostics seek the desire for pleasure, and when asked if they believe in 

God, they respond with “I don’t know,” portraying their uncertainties. 

Secular Humanism: A belief that people have in which they claim that the world can operate 

without God; oftentimes, secular humanism relates significantly to what atheists believe about 

God. 

Deism: A belief that people have in which God created the world by “winding it up,” and by 

staying outside of his creation as it worked on its own. The Founding Fathers, surprisingly 

enough, were Deists who thought of God as an absentee landlord or watchmaker. Most Deists do 

not think that God has a group of special people to know him, and they don’t believe that God 

performs miracles through creation. 
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Divine Revelation: Divine Revelation is the free gift of God’s self-communication by which he 

makes known the mystery of his divine plan. The word “Revelation” means “unveiling,” so 

Divine Revelation is God’s “Divine Unveiling.” 

Salvation History: Salvation History is the account of God’s saving activity for humankind. 

Salvation History starts with the first creation and goes on from there. 

Covenant: A covenant is a solemn agreement, an open-ended contract of love in which God 

commits himself totally to human beings. In the Bible, there is an example of a covenant, The 

Covenant with Noah. 

Faith: Faith is the theological virtue that enables us to believe in God and all that he has revealed 

to us and all that the Church teaches regarding our faith. Through faith we can commit our whole 

lives to God and say yes to the gift of Revelation given to us in Christ our Lord. To put it simply, 

faith allows us to make ourselves part of the Church, accept Jesus as Lord, “partake in the life of 

the Blessed Trinity, and commit our intellect and wills to God. 

Grace: Grace is God’s gift of friendship and life that enables us to share his life and love. 

Beatific Vision: Beatific Vision is seeing God face-to-face in Heaven, the source of our eternal 

happiness; final union with the Triune God for all eternity. 

Hell: Hell is to die in mortal sin without repenting and accepting God’s merciful love meaning 

remaining separated from God forever by one’s own free choice. Hell is permanent damnation, 

and Hell separates us from Eternity with God forever. 

Amen: Amen is a Hebrew word meaning “so be it, I agree, certainly, it is firm.” 

The Deposit of Faith: Entrusted by Christ to the Apostles. 

Sacred Scripture: Divinely inspired writings. 

Sacred Tradition: The living “handing on” of the Church’s Gospel message; The living  

transmission of the Church's Gospel message found in the Church's teaching, life, and 

worship. It  

is faithfully preserved, handed on, and interpreted by the Church's Magisterium. 

Dogma: A central truth of Revelation that Catholics are obliged to believe; does not 

change. 

Omnipresent: God is everywhere. 

Yahweh: The sacred Hebrew name for God that means "I am who am," "I am," or "I am 

who I  

From https://simplestudies.edublogs.org



 

 

am." 

Polytheistic: Religions that believe in multiple gods and goddesses. The ancient Greeks 

and  

Romans were polytheistic, as in the Hindu faith. 

Doctor of the Church: A church writer of great learning and holiness whose works the 

church  

has highly recommended for studying and living the faith. 

Transcendence: A trait of God that refers to his total otherness and being infinitely beyond 

and  

independent of creation. 

Immanence: A trait of God that refers to God's intimate union with and total presence to 

his 

creation. 

Covenant: The open-ended contract of love between God and human beings. Jesus' Death and 

Resurrection sealed God's new covenant of love for all time; Testament translates to covenant. 

Bible: The inspired Word of God; the written record Revelation. 

Revelation: The "free gift of God's self-communication by which he makes known the 

mystery  

of his divine plan." The word "Revelation" means "unveiling," so Divine Revelation is 

God's  

"Divine Unveiling." 

Blessed Trinity: The central dogma of the Christian faith that there are three Divine 

Persons -  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - in one God. 

Abba: An Aramaic term of endearment meaning "Daddy." Jesus used this word to teach 

that God  

is a loving Father. 

Divine Providence: God's loving and watchful guidance over his creatures on their way to 

their  

final goal and perfection. 

Original Sin: The fallen state of human nature into which all generations of people are 
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born.  

Christ Jesus came to save us from Original Sin. 

Original Holiness and Justice: The state of man and woman before sin. "From their 

friendship  

with God flowed the happiness of their existence in paradise" (CCC, 384). 

Concupiscence: An inclination to commit sin that can be found in human desires and 

appetites  

as a result of Original Sin. 
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The eight Beatitudes are as follows: 

1. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven; 

2. Blessed are they who mourn, for they shall be comforted; 

3. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the land; 

4. Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied; 

5. Blessed are the merciful, they will be shown mercy; 

6. Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see God; 

7. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God; 

8. Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 

Kingdom of Heaven. 

 

Intellectual Proofs for God’s Existence: 

1. The Unmoved Mover – whatever is in motion must be moved by something else; 

2. First Cause – nothing causes itself; 

3. Everything Comes from Something – “nothing” cannot create “something”;  

4. Supreme Model – we can only speak of different degrees of qualities (truth, beauty, 

goodness) by comparing them to a reference point; 

5. Grand Designer – the beauty, immensity, symmetry, and power in the world forces us to 

conclude that a Grand Designer made it all. 

 

Heartfelt Proofs for God’s Existence: 

1. An unquenchable thirst for joy and happiness – God implanted a homing device that 

causes us to be restless until we find him; 

2. An experience of beauty and truth – when we experience profound joy and truth, we get 

a taste of God’s beauty and truth; 

3. A sense of personal conscience, moral goodness, and justice – we sense there is an 

absolute moral authority that teaches the standard of human behavior; 

4. Love – love comes from love itself: God. 
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Truths about God’s creation: 

• God freely created an orderly and good world out of nothing.  

• God is totally beyond us. At the same time, God is present to us, upholding and sustaining 

creation.  

• God guides creation through divine providence. 

• God created human beings in his 

image and likeness. 

• God created us male and female out of love and for love.  

• God is the creator of all that is seen and unseen. 

• Though essentially good because God made us, humans are tainted with sin. 

• Through Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit, God invites us into a personal 

relationship with him.  

 

Our Fallen Human Nature is Because of Our...: 

▪ Ignorance; 

▪ Suffering; 

▪ Concupiscence; 

▪ Death. 

 

Liberation from Original Sin is...: 

▪ Only through Jesus Christ; 

▪ Baptism; 

▪ Constant help from the Holy Spirit. 
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The rewards for those who believe in the one, true God: 

1. We come to knowledge of God’s greatness and his love for us – God loves us 

unconditionally; 

2. Our life has meaning – we have dignity and should care for one another; 

3. God will always care for us – God will not abandon us when we sin. 

 

Review: 

Similarities and differences between Islam and Christianity. 

 Similarities: monotheistic, trace family back to Abraham, began in the Middle East, have a 

code of behavior, have holy books, believe Jesus was a prophet, believe Moses was a prophet, 

both believe in a final judgment day, both believe in angels. 

Differences: Christians think Jesus was the son of God, Muslims do not, Christians code of 

behavior is the 10 commandments and for Muslims it’s the 5 pillars, Islam’s most holy site is in 

Mecca, Christians is in Jerusalem, Muslims must pray five times a day and Christians do not, 

Christians worship in a church, Muslims worship in a mosque. 
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Sikhism: 
Key Vocabulary: 

Guru Nanak: Founder; (1469-1539); composed hymns of poems, which later became the basis 

of Guru Granth Sahib (central text of Sikhism); focus of Sikh devotion is on the name of God. 

Ik onkar: One, universal, absolute God, living in all creatures. 

Gobind Singh: The 10th guru; declared that the sacred text of Guru Granth Sahib would be the 

eternal guru. 

 

 

Confucianism 

Confucius: draws on the teachings of Kung-Fuzi (551-479 BC), known to western philosophy as 

Confucius. Lived in a time of political difficulties, suffering exile several times; his ideas 

focused on social harmony and balance; his ideas were suppressed in the Qin Dynasty (and by 

the Communists 2,000 years later) but his ideas were promoted by the Han Dynasty and became 

the basis for Chinese education for centuries. 

Filial Piety: The honor, respect, and devotion owed to parents by children. 

 

Review: 

Confucius posited five constant relationships in live, the proper maintenance of which 

ensured social harmony: 

1. Parent and child; 

2. Husband and wife; 

3. Siblings; 

4. Friendship; 

5. Ruler and subject. 
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Taoism: 

Founder: Lao-Tzu 

Text: Tao Te Ching (The Way of the Tao) 

Like Confucianism, Taoism is less concerned with the nature of the universe as much as 

how one should live; 

Unlike Confucianism, Taoism postulates that one should do…nothing. 

 

The universe is sacred. 

You cannot improve it. 

If you change it, you will ruin it. 

If you try to hold it, you will lose it. 
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Problem of the Butterfly; Taoism: 

Lao-Tzu, in the Tao Te Ching, proposed a quandry; 

One night, he dreamed he was a butterfly; 

The next morning, he woke up at his usual time and went about his day; 

During his day, he was struck by the question: which was real? 

In other words, was he a man who dreamed he was a butterfly or a butterfly who dreamed 

he was a man? 

What is one piece of information from each world religion? 

1. Christinaity - (Your Answer) 

2. Judaism - (Your Answer) 

3. Taoism - (Your Answer) 

4. Hinduism - (Your Answer) 

5. Buddhism - (Your Answer) 

6. Islam - (Your Answer) 

7. Sikhism - (Your Answer) 
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KNOW THE SYMBOLS: 
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Table For a Basic Understanding: 
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Pictures For a Better Understanding: 
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WORDS TO KNOW (PRACTICE AND PREPARE): 

Yoga - (Your Answer) 

Reincarnation - (Your Answer) 

Karma - (Your Answer) 

Dharma - (Your Answer) 

Nirvana - (Your Answer) 

Four Noble Truths - (Your Answer) 

Middle Path/Eightfold Path - (Your Answer) 

Sheikh - (Your Answer) 

Allah - (Your Answer) 

Quran - (Your Answer) 

Hajj - (Your Answer) 

Five Pillars - (Your Answer) 

Shariah - (Your Answer) 

Caliph - (Your Answer) 

Jihad - (Your Answer) 

Shia - (Your Answer) 

Sunni - (Your Answer) 

Vizier - (Your Answer) 

Sultan - (Your Answer) 

Mosque - (Your Answer) 

Algebra - (Your Answer) 

Minaret - (Your Answer) 

Muezzin - (Your Answer) 
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