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Overview of Unit 2 

1B. Explain how an argument demonstrates understanding of an audience’s beliefs, values, or 

needs. 

2B. Demonstrate an understanding of an audience’s beliefs, values, or needs. 

3.A Identify and explain claims and evidence within an argument. 

4.A Develop a paragraph that includes a claim and evidence supporting the claim. 

3.B Identify and describe the overarching thesis of an argument, and any indication it provides of 

the argument’s structure. 

4.B Write a thesis statement that requires proof or defense and that may preview the structure of 

the argument. 

 

Audience Beliefs 

● Writers use different strategies to connect with the audience and their beliefs.  

● Writers use rhetoric devices and rhetorical appeals to convince the audience of their 

claims. 

● When writing your own argument, make sure to define who your audience is and who 

you are speaking to. Take into consideration things like:  

○ Age  

○ Education 

○ How familiar they are with your subject matter 

○ Their interest  

○ Their values and beliefs 

 

 

  



 

 

Claims 

● A claim is essentially an arguable statement. Claims do not simply state an obvious fact, 

but make a statement that requires a defense or justification. There are 3 main types of 

claims.  

● Claim of Fact: Is something true, or not? Facts can become arguable when they question 

someone's beliefs or if they are controversial. 

● Claim of Value: What is something worth? These claims argue if something is good or 

bad, wrong or right, or if something is desirable or undesirable. When writing a claim of 

value, you must state the extent to which something you argue is true.   

● Claim of Policy: These claims propose a change to a policy/rule or attitude/perspective. 

 

Evidence 

● To support and justify a claim, you need evidence. There are various types of evidence 

you can use to support your claim. Some of these types include: 

○ Expert opinion  

○ Statistics 

○ Pictures/Illustrations  

○ Personal experience  

○ Testimonies 

○ Experiments  

● It is important to introduce your evidence. To introduce your evidence, make sure to 

explain what the context of the evidence is. Here’s an example from one of my own 

papers 

○ The President explains how America’s performance in the world market would be 

negatively affected, “It would make it more difficult for American goods to 

compete in foreign markets, more difficult to withstand competition from foreign 

imports, and thus more difficult to improve our balance of payments position, and 

stem the flow of gold.” 

■ With this example, I explain where the evidence is from (President 

Kennedy), and what the context of the evidence I’m about to use is 

(America competing in the world market).  



 

 

● After you introduce and insert your evidence, you must also explain it. It’s important to 

state exactly how your evidence connects to your argument and how it helps prove your 

point.  

● Here’s another example showing how to incorporate evidence in a body paragraph.  

 

Photo source: Claim-Evidence-Reasoning Example 
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Thesis Statements 

● A thesis statement outlines the main topics/ideas in a writing. They can also be referred to 

as the main overarching claims of a piece. 

● A strong thesis statement is a defensible claim that outlines your argument. 

● Thesis statements can be used as a “preview” for your line of reasoning. 

● Make sure to respond to your prompt! 

● To write a thesis statement for a rhetorical analysis, state the rhetorical devices used by 

the author and their purpose. Here’s an example outline and an example from one of my 

papers: 

○ (Insert Author's last name) strategy one, strategy two, and strategy three, purpose 

and message 

○ President Kennedy sheds light on the hard times the country is going through, 

elaborates on how an increase in steel prices impacts other industries, and 

illustrates the harm it does to America’s foreign economic affairs in order to 

convince the steel industry to stop raising prices.  

● Strategies are ways the author develops their argument. These can include things such as 

comparing, explaining, demonstrating, etc. You can also use the rhetorical devices used 

by the author in your thesis too, such as word choice, alliteration, imagery, etc. 

● This is not the only way/format for writing a thesis statement! As long as the rhetorical 

choices and purpose are included, you can format it however you want.  

● In a thesis statement for a rhetorical analysis, your statement can be based on either 

devices or strategies. With a device-driven thesis, you describe what the author USES to 

get their point across. With a strategy-driven thesis statement, you describe what the 

author DOES to get their message across. 

● Here is an entire list of verbs that can be used to describe strategies used by the author. 

(This will be very helpful throughout the year!) 
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