
What does fossil free politics look like?

As gas prices skyrocket, fossil fuel companies make back-breaking profits
whilst ordinary people are left in the cold. Millions across Europe are now faced with the
distressing decision between eating and heating their homes. This is the symptom of a failed
energy system run by fossil fuel giants.

And what's more: the same fossil fuel companies profiting at our expense are to blame for
this travesty. For decades, these businesses have paid millions in lobbying to keep
Europe hooked on oil and gas whilst blocking a just energy transition.  As a matter of fact,
instead of being held accountable for the crisis, in the last year, these companies have been
granted unprecedented access to serve their own interests.

How much more do Europeans have to tolerate before we stop trusting fossil fuel
corporations with our future?

As people grow more aware of the social and environmental costs of climate change and
fossil fuel extraction, there is a rising call for fossil free politics across Europe.

This is why we demand:

● A public hearing in the European Parliament to hold fossil fuel companies to
account for their role in fuelling the cost of living crisis

It’s time to expose the role these companies have played in the cost of living and climate
crises. From misinformation to greenwashing and other opaque lobbying practices, the
consequence of their unprecedented access to EU decision makers needs to be investigated
by MEPs and necessary subsequent action taken.

● Access for fossil fuel companies to EU institutions to be revoked, starting with
the immediate removal of their lobbying badges.

It’s time to end the privileged access the industry has had to EU institutions for way too long:
lobby meetings, seats in expert or advisory bodies or roles in research bodies.

Instead, Interactions with the fossil fuel industry should only occur where strictly necessary
to enable lawmakers and public authorities to effectively regulate the industry and accelerate
the transition to a fossil free Europe.

● A conflict of interest framework to be developed across EU institutions on
climate and energy policy, similar to restrictions on the tobacco industry
lobbying on health policy.

To ensure that climate and energy policy is made entirely in the public interest, we must cut
fossil fuel interests out of our politics, similar to existing restrictions on the tobacco industry.



Indeed, article 5.3 of the World Health Organisation Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control has been adopted to  to protect public health policy from the influence of the tobacco
industry

● An EU task force of climate and social advisors to be set up, including NGOs,
energy poverty groups and trade unions to build a socially and
environmentally just advisory group

For too long, decision makers have been listening to energy giants rather than the most
affected people. Since February 2022, there have been over 100 official meetings between
fossil fuel lobbyists and EU leaders - that’s one every other day. It’s time for civil society to
be listened to and advise the EU on these issues.


