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8:00 resource Center opens hayes
Drop off materials to share with other conference attendees. 
Coffee, tea, and pastries available in this room until 10:45.

9:00 – 10:30 Pushing the Boundaries McKinley
Everywhere we look we see public science events breaking new 
ground. Start off IPSEC 2012 with a set of rapid-fire presentations 
on initiatives that are pushing the boundaries in unique ways. 

Presentations include: 
Margaret Mittelbach: the Secret Science Club 
Cody Kangas: Mind trekkers 
Brice russ: Yuri’s night: Celebrating Space around the World 
Katherine nielsen: Bay area Science Festival 
Jeremy Babendure: Sneaky Science 
al ibrahim: Science events and cultural change 
gerri trooskin: Philadelphia Science Festival 

Session leader: John durant, Director, MIt Museum.

10:30 – 10:45 Break

10:45 – 11:45 What We Know about science Festivals McKinley
Hear what we’ve learned from external evaluation of several 
different science festivals. We’ll share findings about festivals and 
festival evaluation that will be of interest to any event organizer. 

Session Leaders: Colleen Manning, Director of research, 
Goodman research Group; Karen Peterman, Karen Peterman 
Consulting; gerri trooskin, Director, Philadelphia Science Festival

11:45 – 1:00 Break for lunch off site 

Post and review proposals for open room discussions hayes

1:00 – 2:15  Workshop: Programming dreams:   hayes 
the good, the Bad, and the Just Plain odd 

Discuss programs people have participated in that struck them as 
remarkable, brainstorm some innovative new topics and formats 
for future public science events, and talk about accomplishing our 
programming dreams while staying realistic about resources.

Session leader: Lindsay Bailey, Event Manager, Seattle  
Science Festival

1:00 – 2:15 Workshop: Festivals 101 McKinley
think through your own science festival vision out loud, and 
consider how to structure the festival team and festival schedule 
for long-term growth from the very beginning.

Session leaders: John durant, Founder, Cambridge Science 
Festival; diane Farrell, Co-Founder, Dayton regional Science 
Festival; Jordan adams, Event Manager, Seattle Science Festival

2:15 – 2:25 Break 

2:25 – 3:10 open room discussions McKinley & harding

2:25 – 3:10  Workshop: geek out on  hayes 
administrative systems 

Good events start with a great idea, but excellent events need the 
right systems set up thoughtfully ahead of time. From creative 
ways to encourage real rSVPs, to mobile apps listing scores of 
events, share ideas for systems that enable you to execute events 
with pride.

Session leaders: Mariana Celestino, associate Director, San 
Diego Festival of Science & Engineering; Josette hammerstone, 
Production Manager, Philadelphia Science Festival

2:25 – 3:10 Workshop: Festivals 102  grant
Start off on the right foot by setting realistic expectations that 
keep you on budget, creating the right structure for fundraising 
success, and establishing partnerships that make it possible to 
achieve your marketing goals. 

Session leaders: todd Boyette, Co-founder, north Carolina Science 
Festival; Charlotte hodell, Communications and Development 
advisor, arizona Scitech Festival; Mathieu Latour, Project Leader, 
Eureka Festival

3:10 – 3:20 Break

3:10  afternoon snacks available until 4:30  hayes

3:20 – 4:20 open room discussions McKinley & harding

3:20 – 4:20 Workshop: What You Know  hayes 
 about science events 
Share your greatest hits and misses from recent years. We’ll ask 
the questions “What?”, “So What?”, and “now What?” to draw out 
what we’ve all learned and how it will impact future work. the 
session will result in a document of Best Practices and Cautionary 
tales that will be shared with the community.

Session leaders: Karen Peterman, Karen Peterman Consulting; 
Katherine nielsen, Co-Director, Science & Health Education 
Partnership, UC San Francisco

3:20 – 4:20 Workshop: Launching World  grant 
 Class events on Local Budgets 
Join an open conversation about creative ways to launch and 
sustain a science festival or similarly ambitious event on 
a relatively small budget of less than $50K. Strategies for 
committee formation, fundraising, promotions, rental fees, and 
staffing are all potential topics. attention will also be given to how 
to prepare for potentially rapid growth in future years. 

Session Leaders: Laura heisler, Founder, Wisconsin Science 
Festival; howard rutherford, Co-Founder, St. Petersburg  
Science Festival

4:20 – 4:30 Break

4:30 – 5:00 a tale of ten Festival McKinley
We asked for some stories from the UK and Europe, and got some 
awesome answers. Close out day one with intriguing tales from 
across the pond.

Session Leader: savita Custead, Chief Executive, Bristol natural 
History Consortium

5:00 – 6:00 Break

6:00 – 8:00 evening reception off site

8:30 – 10:35 resource Center opens hayes
Drop off materials to share with other conference attendees. 
Coffee, tea, and pastries available in this room until 10:30.

9:00 – 10:15 the arab spring: egypt’s scientific Blossom hayes
this session will provide a brief update of Egypt’s efforts to advance 
science and technology through science outreach. an open 
discussion will follow on how to mobilize the dynamics harnessed 
by the recent political changes to develop outreach initiatives with 
a focus on public science events. Ideas for knowledge sharing and 
international partnerships will also be discussed.

Session leader: hanan dowidar, Science Communications 
Consultant, academy of Scientific research and technology – Egypt  

10:15 – 10:30 Break

10:30 – 11:45 Boon or Boondoggle: the institutional McKinley 
  impact of science Festivals 
Many science museums have initiated science festivals to engage 
new audiences and meet their respective missions in unique 
ways.  Four science center leaders will discuss the positive and 
negative impacts these initiatives have had on their institutions.

Session Participants: todd Boyette, Director, Morehead 
Planetarium and Science Center; howard rutherford, Executive 
Director, Pier aquarium; Mark Meister, Executive Director, Dayton 
Society of natural History; steve snyder, VP, Exhibit and Program 
Development, the Franklin Institute

11:45 – 1:00 Break for lunch off site 

Post and review proposals for open room discussions hayes

1:00 – 2:00 open room discussions grant & harding

1:00 – 2:00 Workshop: serving the hard-to-reach  hayes
the tremendous flexibility of events—they can take place 
anywhere, and include any collaborators—make them ideal 
vehicles for serving audiences that are traditionally hard to reach. 
Discuss methods for using events to reach both underserved 
communities and the science inattentive.

Session leader: gerri trooskin, Director, Philadelphia  
Science Festival

1:00 – 2:00 off the Bench and out of the Field:  McKinley 
 scientists in outreach
Involving scientists in public outreach is documented to have 
benefits for both the scientist and the public. Discuss best 
practices in supporting scientist participation in public science 
events with the aaaS, and consider the unique issues of working 
with entire academic departments with an experienced science 
festival organizer. 

Session leaders:  
Linda Cendes, Program associate, Public Engagement, aaaS; 
tatiana erumkhimova, organizer, texas a&M Physics and 
Engineering Festival

2:00 – 2:10 Break 

2:10 – 3:10 open room discussions grant & harding

2:10 – 3:10 Workshop: Catalyzing Collaboration  hayes 
 in your Community
Events provide ideal opportunities for collaboration, and can unite 
unusual partners for science education. How can we use the “do 
it now” pressure of events to create lasting relationships that lead 
to ongoing campaigns?

Session leader: Jonathan Frederick, Director, north Carolina 
Science Festival

2:10 – 3:10 Join the Conversation:  McKinley 
 science Cafe resources from noVa 
Learn about new resources being developed for science cafe 
organizers, including a series of training videos and a searchable 
resource database. Discuss the growth of the science cafe 
community and the development of new themed cafes based on 
noVa programming.

Session leaders:  
rachel gesserman, Education Coordinator, noVa/WGBH; Maiken 
Lilly, Education Coordinator, noVa/WGBH

3:10 – 3:20 Break

3:10  afternoon snacks available until 4:30 hayes

3:20 – 4:20 open room discussions McKinley & harding

3:20 – 4:20 how are science Cafes Pushing  hayes 
 the Boundaries? 
Science cafes worldwide include extraordinary events, from 
meetings for women in Indonesia, web-streaming cafes in 
Palestine, local language cafes in africa, climate cafes in nepal, 
biology cafes in Japan, to Grid Cafes with CErn. Be inspired 
by these examples and discuss how the basic concept allows a 
freedom of form which provides the opportunity to try out new 
ideas and follow individual interests in many different ways.

Session Leader: duncan dallas, Founder, Cafe Scientifique

3:20 – 4:20 science Festival alliance Members Meeting  grant
What’s in store for the future of the Science Festival alliance, and 
what new opportunities might we have to work together? We’ll 
conclude with your assessment of what’s needed most. this 
session is open only to individuals associated with SFa members 
or member-applicants.

Session leaders: Ben Wiehe, Manager, Science Festival alliance; 
Colleen Manning, Director of research, Goodman research Group

4:20 – 4:30 Break

4:30 – 5:00 Boundaries Pushed!  McKinley
Concluding reflections on the highlights of our two days of 
meetings: find out what you missed from the sessions you 
couldn’t attend!

daY one sCheduLe daY tWo sCheduLe

this is your meeting. Make the most of it.

WorKshoPs:

these are intended to be discussion-based and acknowledge  

the unique contributions and interests of as many attendees  

as possible. Come to these sessions ready to both listen and 

speak up.

oPen rooM disCussions:

Workshop topics are known to be of interest to many attendees, 

but there will always be two open rooms available for additional 

discussion. If you’d like to talk about a topic missing from the 

schedule, simply post a proposal in Hayes and be sure to show  

up ready to lead the discussion. 


