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Vision: Healthy,

vibrant rainforests
worldwide

We envision thriving tropical rainforests that support a
healthy, vibrant planet.

Objectives:
• Protect
• Regenerate

Our mission is to protect
and regenerate rainforests
by working with the people
of the forests to develop
sustainable livelihoods that
empower and respect both
people and nature.

UNLIMITED
Possibilities

Dear Rainforest Partners,

Rainforest Partnership is ten years old!
Yes, on December 17th, 2017, we celebrated our tenth anniversary. We want to acknowledge
and thank all of you that have been part of this journey with us.
When we started, our work was very important. Today, with the severe effects of climate change
setting in, our work is critical. We cannot do this alone.
Our global outreach grew with the continuation of programs like Films for the Forest and
Rainforest Listening, and more recent initiatives like the launch of the first annual World
Rainforest Day.
In 2017, along with our inaugural partners, we connected with more than one million people
in bringing awareness to the need for rainforests to have their day. Collectively, we raised
awareness about the importance of forests, encouraged individual actions and pledged to
engage ever increasing numbers of people to take action with us.
We continue to make partnerships and bring innovative ideas to rainforest conservation and
restoration. In 2017, we added “regeneration” to our mission in order to include the restoration
of degraded and deforested areas as part of our ongoing work to protect forests.
We couldn’t do it without your support.
Rainforest Partnership is funded by private
donations, corporate sponsorships, grants and
co-branding relationships. Our supporters
are all of you rainforest guardians that
make it possible for our partner rainforest
communities to be the guardians on the
ground.
We invite you to join our team and our partner
rainforest communities in helping us protect this
vital part of our planet and be the Rainforest
Guardian that you are.
We have impactful work lined up in 2018. Stay
connected with us to see what we do with your
continued support.
With deep gratitude on behalf of the forests and
people of the forests,

Niyanta Spelman
Founder and CEO
Rainforest Partnership

Niyanta Spelman with newborn rainforest partner
in our partner community of Sani Isla, January 2018.

Regeneration: A game changer for rainforests
Our model for rainforest protection works, but alone it’s not enough.
In 2017 Rainforest Partnership added rainforest “regeneration” to our mission.
By 2018, we will have started our first rainforest regeneration project in Peru.
It will not only protect what we have, but will also allow the forest to grow on
land formerly considered unable to produce plant life due to cultivation, oilexploration, and deforestation. Protection plus regeneration.
This is the future of rainforest conservation.

Don’t just protect. Reclaim and regenerate.
By using newly developed methods and research data, Rainforest Partnership is
assisting local communities grow new rainforest on dead land.

We are growing new lungs for our planet.

The future of rainforests is in our hands.
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The rainforest acts as the
lungs of our planet. The
trees exchange carbon
dioxide for oxygen, which
we need to breathe.
They are home to
innumerable species of
plants and animals, as well
as hundreds of diverse
indigenous populations.
The rainforest is essential
to human life on Earth.

Rainforests and
Rainforest Guardians
Rainforest Partnership
works directly with
communities in the
rainforest to help them
make a sustainable
income from goods and
services found only in
their forest. In return
they keep their way
of life, and become
active Guardians of the
Rainforest.

We
Empower
Guardians

Indigenous Peoples Served:

Pampa Hermosa District, Junin Region, Peru
Achuar Territory, Loreto Region, Peru
Sani Isla, Orellana and Sucumbios Region, Ecuador
Chipaota, San Martin Region, Peru
Rainforest Partnership

Pampa Hermosa
District

serves indigenous people who
live in the rainforests. Our work
gives the community an alternative
to selling or moving off their
land. By remaining and living in
the rainforest sustainably, they
become Rainforest Guardians.

Ten years ago, the community was unaware of the damage
caused by forest burnings and other practices. Led by
Community Coordinator Eusebio Quinoñes and Rainforest
Partnership, they have changed their practices and are
embracing new, sustainable ways of generating an income
that not only protects but regenerates the rainforest in
which they live. Collectively, the Colibri Cloudforest
Projects encompass ecotourism, butterfly sanctuary,
honeybee harvesting, protected areas and regeneration.

Host plants for butterflies.

Projects on the
Ground in 2017:

Achuar
The 45 communities use waterways and land trails to remain connected

Nestled deep in the Amazon, the Achuar People of Peru hold strongly to their values and
traditions. Encompassing 45 communities through the region they have their own unique beliefs
and practices. The communities are brought together by the Achuar Indigenous Federation
(FENAP) which watches over the implementation of their Life Plan, and defends their right to
freedom, autonomy, and protection of their land and culture from negative outside influences.

Sani Isla

The Kichwa people of Sani Isla are
environmentally conscious and proactive.
Determined not to rely on oil companies
for income, they started an ecolodge to
give them an alternative to deforestation.
Alone, it wasn’t enough. That’s where
Rainforest Partnership came in to work
with them to realize their goal to keep the
forest standing.
The women of Sani Isla earn their own income.
As our partner, Sani Isla is succeeding through ecotourism, in combination with new businesscentered initiatives which expand their economic well-being and which, for the first time, provide
opportunities to this community’s women to earn an income of their own.

Rainforest Partnership identifies
rainforest communities, and
develops and manages projects
with those communities that
want alternative, sustainable
livelihoods. This allows these
local communities to protect their
forest. Our work satisfies dual
goals; income generation and
rainforest protection.

Colibri Cloudforest Projects:
Beekeeping
Protected Areas
Regeneration
Butterfly Sanctuary
Ecotourism
Sani Isla:
Sani Lodge Ecotourism
Sani Warmi Artisan Project
Achuar:
Traditional Medicine

Traditional Medicine
The Traditional Medicine Project was developed out of the Achuar’s desire to preserve
their knowledge of traditional plants and medicines. With the construction of the Traditional
Medicinal Center complete, the Traditional Medicine “Promoters” began knowledge sharing
between communities and medicinal trainings. The Promoters that are part of this project
represent the majority of the Achuar Territory. Soon the community will be able to obtain a
sustainable income that does not harm the rainforest.

Austin-based Director of Projects, Mariela Palacios, meets with the
Traditional Medicine Promoters in Wijint.

Pollinating Species
The Colibri Cloudforest Butterfly Sanctuary will assist in the breeding, release, and sale of
twenty-five butterfly species, including the well-known Blue Morpho and Magnificent Owl
butterflies. This project directly affects the lives of the people there, and the lives of the
global community.

Ecotourism
Ecotourism is a program that is being carried out in both the Sani Isla and Pampa Hermosa
communities. Both communities offer immersive experiences for tourists from around the world.
to enhance business performance, Sani Isla is working with Rainforest Partnership to bring in
“Amazon Ambassadors” who will offer training in hospitality, administration, and English language
skills to their ecotourism team. In Pampa Hermosa, we are working on improving access to
acclaimed spots in order to ensure no ecological damage to the rainforest. Our collective goal is
increased revenue through Ecotourism for these communities.

Programs like these
make rainforest
protection
economically viable
for the people who
live there.

2017 Leading into 2018

Beekeeping

This is one of our newest projects
in the Pampa Hermosa District.
The project developed out of the
desire to generate an income from
the products of beekeeping, while
increasing the bee population in
the area. Due to the important role
honeybees play in pollinating, this
project will increase and maintain the
biodiversity of the area.

Rainforest Partnership projects are
models for all indigenous communities
of the rainforest. Because we are
innovative and work in the rainforest
communities themselves, we adapt
to on-the-ground demands and
opportunities. Many potential projects
are being evaluated.

Our
mission is
working.
Our
vision is
possible.

Our Impact on the World’s Rainforest
Our results are real and measurable. Our programs create lasting change from
relatively modest investment.
By 2017, our projects have succeeded in protecting 173,014 acres of rainforest directly,
while indirectly protecting an additional 208,498 acres through indigenous community
partnerships.

We Support The Guardians Of The Rainforest,
The People Who Live There.
By their daily action, we all receive the benefit of a healthy, diverse ecosystem that
spans the globe and affects all life on Earth.
Rainforest Partnership
is on the ground in Peru
and Ecuador, working
directly with four
individual indigenous
nationalities. Forty-nine
rainforest communities
are invested in our
projects, with a
combined impact that
serves 14,345 indigenous
people living in the
rainforest.

2017 Financials
Income:

Cash Income
In-kind Goods and Services

$244,587
$491,502

Total Income

$736,089

Expenses:

Management and Fundraising
Program expenses

Total Expenses

In-Kind Sponsors

800 Congress
Alamo Drafthouse
Austin Chronicle
Austin Eco-Network
BFree

Castle Hill
Coco Libre
Do512
Healthy Pet
Holy Kombucha
Juice Land

Co-Branding Partners
Flash Tattoos
Holy Kombucha
Pura Vida Bracelets

$128,568
$659,198
$787,766

Kendra Scott
Latin Bakery
Lima Criolla
Lua Brazil
Materra Wine
Nature’s Treasures

Quinoa Grill
Russell Korman
SkinnyPop
SXSW
Tito’s
Youvolution

Global Outreach
Programs and
Initiatives:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rainforest Listening
Films for the Forest
Education Initiatives
World Rainforest Day
Rainforest Stories
Interviews and Video Spotlights
Panel Participation at International
Conferences

Rainforest Partnership
serves students, educators,
and advocates. Our global
initiatives make people aware
of the critical importance of
rainforests and help move
them to make changes in their
own lives.

Partnerships

WORK

Rainforest Partnership’s Films For
the Forest, a global is a short film
challenge that strives to create
awareness about the importance of
tropical rainforests and the ongoing
threats faced by forests and their
communities, through the powerful
medium of film.
In 2017, winning films were screened
in Austin as part of SXSW Community
Screenings and EarthxFilm in Dallas,
Texas and as part of the Global
Landscape Forum in Bonn, Germany.

Annual World
Rainforest Day
After the United States pulled out of the Paris
Climate Agreement, Rainforest Partnership
felt compelled to raise greater awareness
of the role of rainforests in stabilizing our
changing climate. By creating a global
network of dedicated partners, World
Rainforest Day is an opportunity to motivate
millions of people to take individual actions
that collectively have a positive impact on
rainforests.

One of the things that makes Rainforest Partnership exceptional is the breadth
of videos and interviews Niyanta Spelman takes while traveling abroad and in the
Amazon. We’ve created two video series that showcase the best of what we have.

Storytelling in the Amazon a series of short videos focused on a

person, animal or event in the Amazon. Often educational, mostly comical and
always enlightening, these quick videos are shared through our social media
channels and newsletter.

Our Planet. Our Future. is a more in-depth series of Niyanta’s

interviews with members of the global community fighting climate change.
Participants include women in rainforest communities we work in, as well as heads
of state and government policy makers. We plan to also offer these as audio
podcasts in the coming year.
Using video and rich content, Rainforest Partnership is sharing our vision with the
world.
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Volunteer Focus
Tiffany Wang started at Rainforest Partnership as an intern from The McCombs
School of Business at The University of Texas in 2016. Tiffany’s work included writing
proposals and research, but she really enjoyed her work supporting programs directly
that bring sustainable livelihoods to rainforest communities. She worked closely
with two successive Directors of Projects at Rainforest Partnership and left her
mark through her dedication as she became an integral member of the team shown
through commitment in her two years with us. We at Rainforest Partnership thank
Tiffany and know that she will succeed at any future endeavour.
Each of you has come together in support of Rainforest Partnership and our mission
to protect one of the most important natural resources we have. Because of your
talents, your time, and your dedication to the rainforest, future generations will have a
healthy, vibrant planet on which to live.

In Memoriam
In 2017, Rainforest Partnership lost a friend and a valued member of our team.
When he was younger, Paul Pittman was involved in an accident that left him
disabled, but that experience never slowed him down. Paul began his scientific
career at the University of California at Berkeley, and then progressed to
postgraduate study in Biochemistry at the University of Wisconsin in Madison.
After moving to Austin, Paul continued his research focusing on bio-fuels and
climate change.
Paul was known for his sharp wit and sense of humour. He was a dedicated
scientist, an astute philosopher and a fierce advocate for social justice. While
volunteering with Rainforest Partnership, Paul was researching the connection
between deforestation and climate change. Paul’s findings continue to contribute
to the conservation of tropical rainforests.
Paul’s family created the Paul Pittman Fund, honoring Paul’s life and his dedication
to making our planet a healthier place to live. The fund supports rainforest
conservation projects in Ecuador and Peru. We thank the Pittman family, and
mourn the loss of a friend and rainforest advocate.

Stand with the Trees

Until we reach
our vision of
global, healthy
rainforests,
we still need
you as a
Rainforest
Guardian.
Join us by
supporting
Rainforest
Partnership
today!

Rainforest Partnership
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 49268 Austin, TX 78765
Physical Address: 800 W 34th St, Suite 105, Austin, Texas, 78705
+1 512-420-0101
www.RainforestPartnership.org/Info@RainforestPartnership.org

