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Rainforest Partnership works
to protect tropical rainforests
by partnering with people
at global and local levels to
create lasting solutions
to deforestation.
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Dear Rainforest Partners,
2015 has been a monumental year. For the first time in our planet’s history, world leaders came
together to take unprecedented action on climate change. During COP21, the world showed its
resolve to tackle climate change, so that humankind might have a chance at surviving and thriving on
this planet we call home. As an UN observer delegate we witnessed the adoption of this historic Paris
Agreement, restoring hope in the future of environmental protection.
At Rainforest Partnership, we are thrilled that the world is finally waking up to the realities of climate
change and focusing on creating a global response; it will take all of us, every nation, every corporation,
and every individual, taking collective action to change the trajectory of our planet. It is for this reason
that we are so proud and humbled to have the support of all of you, our Rainforest Partners, to direct
our work with the Amazonian rainforest communities. For when the rainforest communities protect
their forests, they do it for themselves, and for all of us everywhere. Protected forests support a stable
climate and counter the worst effects of climate change.
Please join us in 2016, onto 2020, as we expand our work to far more communities
In gratitude,

Niyanta Spelman
Executive Director
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WHAT’S AT STAKE

RAINFORESTS?

WHY

Rainforests are some of the oldest and most complex
ecosystems on earth. They are found in nearly 85 countries
around the world with the biggest concentrations in
Central and South America, Africa, Asia and Australia.
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50-75%
Slash & Burn

15-20 %

Commercial Logging

10-15%

Cattle Ranching

HOW WE WORK
WE PROTECT TROPICAL RAINFORESTS BY PARTNERING WITH PEOPLE AT GLOBAL
AND LOCAL LEVELS TO CREATE LASTING SOLUTIONS TO DEFORESTATION
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Since 2009, Rainforest
Partnership has been
the only non-profit
organization working in
the Colibri Cloudforest
region with the
communities of San
Antonio and Calabaza.
The untapped potential
offered by this outlying
region led us to support
the communities in
establishing basic
eco-tourism ventures
and conservation
activities; resulting
in the generation of
sustainable sources
of income for the
communities without
exploiting the forest
resources in an area of
10,000 acres.
The successful, ongoing
implementation of the
eco-tourism businesses
has helped gain the
attention of multiple
government entities in
the region. We are in
the process of creating
specific protected areas:
-Regional Conservation
Area (Bosque de Nubes
Cordillera san Cristóbal
Pucuta) –
96,371 acres
-Calabaza Conservation
Concession Area –
11,725 acres
-San Antonio
Conservation Concession
Area – 2,471 acres

COLIBRI
LOCATION: Located in the Colibri Cloudforest in
Peru’s “selva central” region, where the Andes
meets the Amazon
LAND SIZE: 10,000 acres (partner areas not
included)
POPULATION: 30 families and 128 inhabitants in
the community of San Antonio;
20 families and 92 inhabitants in the community
of Calabaza
THREAT: Deforestation from subsistence
farming practiced by migrants from the Andean
highlands; land-use changes through the
creation of pasturelands and illegal logging
PROJECT PLAN: Develop eco-tourism
businesses and conservation activities that
would generate sustainable sources of income
for the local communities and lead to the
direct conservation of the cloudforest and its
biodiversity.
PARTNERS: Municipal Government of Pampa
Hermosa, Provincial Government of Satipo,
Regional Government of Junín, National
University of Central Peru (UNCP), and Victoria

Achievement:

We applied for the
designation of Colibri
Cloudforest Biosphere
Reserve in this region.
The proposed UNESCO
Biosphere Reserve is
a great example of the
strength of collaborations
and partnerships between
stakeholders such as
government agencies and
private institutions, to
local communities and
nonprofit organizations.
The large-scale protected
area we are creating with
the Regional government
of Junín will be established
to conserve the biological
diversity and promote
activities compatible
with the objectives of
conservation such as
environmental education,
applied research, and
sustainable tourism.

CHIPAOTA
LOCATION: Community-titled
land bordering the Cordillera Azul
National Park in the Amazonian
region of northern Peru

Achievement:
Our second 5-year
management plan of
nearly 9,000 acres in
the community was
approved in 2015 by
the Peruvian National
Institute of Natural
Resources, a federal
agency. The palm tree
census completed by the
federal government in
2015 shows no loss of
trees between 2009 and
2015, providing us with
third-party verification of
the project’s success.

LAND SIZE: 14,826 acres
POPULATION: 800 inhabitants
THREAT: Overexploitation of the
Piassaba palm species (Aphandra
natalia) and reduction in their
population
PROJECT PLAN: Establish new
methods to sustainably harvest the
palm fibers and develop a business
model and community entities to
sell traditional and non-traditional
forest handicrafts (baskets &
brooms)

In November of 2008, Rainforest
Partnership began working with the
community of Chipaota to develop a
sustainable management plan that
would provide the community with
a steady income without having to
cut down more of their forest. For
years, the community subsisted by
extracting the fibers of the piassaba
palm and selling them in local
markets. Often, the method for
harvesting the fiber involved killing
the piassaba palm. By introducing
an extraction technique that did not
require cutting down the piassaba,
Rainforest Partnership helped
the community develop a forest
management plan.
Rainforest Partnership works with
40 families to operate a communal
business to harvest and market
piassaba palm fibers, and with the
women’s artisan group, comprised
of 15 women from the community.
Because of the success of the
management plan over the past five
years, the municipality of Chazuta
and the San Martin Regional
government are promoting a
model for sustainable development
to be replicated in other forest
communities. The artisan project
empowers women as it provides
them with their own income
source and values their traditional
knowledge and skills.

In the Ecuadorian
Amazon, Rainforest
Partnership is working
with the indigenous
community of Sani Isla.
This project showcases
the remarkable story of
the women in a remote
rainforest community and
a partnership that has
empowered them to be
economically sustainable.
The women’s success
in developing their
Sani Warmi business,
producing exquisite
handmade accessories
from seeds and natural
fibers, has strengthened
their resolve in standing
up to outside interests,
and becoming a strong
voice for rainforest
conservation.
As the project has
developed and
handicraft sales have
increased, Sani Warmi
has become increasingly
autonomous. The project
is now regarded as
environmentally sound,
economically productive,
and socially just.

SANI ISLA
LOCATION: Borders 2 prominent protected
areas: Yasuní National Park & Cuyabeno
Nature Reserve
LAND SIZE: 91,000 acres
POPULATION: 75 indigenous Kichwa families;
1,652 inhabitants
THREAT: Oil prospecting has been the single
greatest threat
PROJECT PLAN: Artisan project in Sani Isla
uses traditional knowledge to create sustainable incomes and empower women to
provide for their families through
entrepreneurial opportunities

Achievement:
We successfully completed
this project in the Sani
Isla community, where
women are now protecting
their forest home, while
earning a higher wage
than men. The women
make an annual income
of $23,000+, primarily
from tourism and sales.
The project continues to
play a significant role in
protecting pristine lands
from outside threats.
Look forward to the case
study of this project being
released in 2016.

ACHUAR
Achievement:
A water well was
constructed at the
FENAP (Federation of
the Achuar People)
office and hostel in San
Lorenzo, the closest city
down river in Achuar
territory. The well was
strongly requested by
the Achuar leaders since
there is no water source
there. The well serves
the Achuar people
from all the three river
sub-basins in a central
location. These include
Achuar members who
travel to San Lorenzo
for official reasons
(authorities, delegates,
teachers, etc), those
who travel for trade,
and secondary school
students who are
housed in the hostel.

LOCATION: The larger Achuar community is located
on both sides of the Peru-Ecuador border along the
headwaters of the Pastaza, Marañon and Corrientes
river basins.
LAND SIZE: 1.7 million acres in Peru
POPULATION: 12,200 inhabitants living in 44 distinct
smaller communities
THREAT: Dire threats from oil companies exploring
and drilling for oil in this region impact the
community’s way of life, and the rainforest’s
biodiversity; including countless species of fauna
and flora. Due to their remote location, this
indigenous community does not have adequate
access to basic services
PROJECT PLAN: Create a socio-economic business
model that would value Achuar culture and
traditional livelihood through the sustainable use of
natural resources

Rainforest Partnership
began work with the
Achuar community last
year. The Achuar are an
indigenous rainforest
community who live
deep in the Amazon, near
Peru’s remote border
with Ecuador.
The Achuar maintain a
rich culture, including
endemic systems of
economic and social
organization. As a
community, they have
the intrinsic knowledge
to create traditional
medicines and products
that are naturally derived
from the forest. However,
the community lacks the
necessary infrastructure
and skills to market their
products and services
outside of their territory
to create a reliable
source of income.
As the primary goal of
this project, Rainforest
Partnership will work
towards constructing
a traditional medicinal
center in the Wijint
community. The
traditional medicinal
center will empower
the Achuar economically
and help them maintain
their voice in opposing
the intrusion of powerful
outside interests.

FILMS FOR
THE FOREST

EDUCATION
INITIATIVE

Films for the Forest (F3) is an annual international
short-film challenge that was created to raise awareness
about the importance of tropical rainforests and
their communities. Since 2012, F3 has taken place in
collaboration with the SXSW Community Screenings.
This year’s F3 event took place at the Marchesa Theatre
on March 15th. The judges included Richard Linklater
(founding judge), Eloise DeJoria, Taylor Ellison, and
Kenny Laubbacher. 57 films were submitted for this
challenge from 17 countries. Our policy to waive fees for
anyone that requests a hardship waiver allowed us to
receives films from unexpected countries such as Iran
and Syria this year.
We raised over $28,000 from this event for rainforest
conservation.
The first place winners for this year’s categories include:
-K-12 Short-Shorts Award - “Future Students Save the
Rainforest” (US), Whole Life Learning Center
-Short-Shorts Award - “Wings of Life” (Peru),
Ackerman
-Shorts Award - “Sunset Over Selungo” (UK),
Ross Harrison

Delia

Our Youth Education Initiative aims to teach students
about rainforest conservation, lay the foundation for
their interest in the natural world, and empower them
to take actions locally. The program expands upon the
existing environmental curriculum in Texas K-12 schools
to include global perspectives through the lens of our
work with the Amazon rainforest communities.
Through interactive presentations, students learn where
rainforests are located, why we need them, and the
consumer choices to protect them. We incorporate
engaging stories, facts, and activities to make our time
with students memorable and informative. By tailoring
our educational curriculum to Social Studies/Science
TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills), we can
affect change in the educational system of Austin for
generations to come.
This year, we presented at 14 schools and led the service
project at the Andy Roddick ‘Summer Learning Program’,
reaching 1,481 students collectively.

RAINFOREST
LISTENING
Locations:
-Paris - Eiffel Tower,
Jardin des Tuileries, Petit
Palais, Louvre &
Le Bourge
-New York - Times
Square, Central Park &
Dag Hammarskjold Plaza
-Austin - Downtown
Austin, Austin Convention
Center, City Hall, Zilker
Park, Town Lake Hike and
Bike Trail, South Congress
Bridge & Barton Springs
Road
App Downloads: 4,000

Rainforest Listening is an augmented reality project that
layers rainforest soundscapes in urban environments
to inspire ecological engagement. Listeners access
the sounds via mobile devices and sculpt their own
experience by triggering geolocated soundscapes as they
walk through iconic locations across the world.
Rainforest Listening explores the value of sound in
contributing towards environmental awareness and
engagement. There are clear opportunities to harness
the power of virtual technologies for community
empowerment at local and global levels in response to
the ramifications of climate change. Rainforest Listening
explores the sonic potential of mobile technologies and
engages our auditory perception to inspire action. If a
picture is worth a thousand words, then we believe a
sound is worth thousand pictures.
Rainforest Listening was launched in New York City at
Times Square for Climate Week. The geotagged rainforest
sounds were also installed in Austin at the Convention
Center and other prominent locations in the city during
SXSWEco. At the Paris Climate Conference, the sounds
were installed at the Eiffel Tower and strategic locations
around the city. The sounds became permanent fixtures,
and thus will continue to be a catalyst for inspiration.
This project has been created, launched and managed
completely with in-kind support led by RP Board Member
Leah Barclay.

Achievement:
During the 21st
Conference of Parties
in 2015, we installed
rainforest sounds in
strategic locations
throughout Paris. We
also collaborated with
the United Nations
Foundation at SXSW
Eco to provide content
to the Foundation’s
Social Good Hub.
For both events, we
recorded commentary
on the United
Nation’s Sustainable
Development Goals
from scientists,
elected officials,
citizen activists, and
celebrities.

EVENTS
Our annual Celebration Dinner took place at the historic Palazzo Lavaca in downtown Austin. The
dinner featured an exotic cuisine inspired by the Amazon rainforest and prepared by celebrity
chef Parind Vora. Included in the ‘ Amazon in Austin’ dinner was an individual portrait session
for each attendee by Boyhood film photographer, Matt Lankes. The evening was followed by
the ‘Wild at Heart After-Party’, where guests experienced the culture of the Amazon through
food, drink, entertainment, and stories from the forest.
Our dedicated host committee for this September 16th event included Alexis Neal,
Bijou Finney, Caroline Pavlink, Caroline Ellis, Kalinda Howe, Lauren Galea, Maren
Curtis, Natalie Corace, Paris Taylor, Taylor Ellison, and Temeika Thomas. Our
staff, volunteers, donors, and sponsors helped in making this evening a
success, and allowing us to raise funds for our core work.
On November 4th, we launched Conscious Cocktails Worldwide
in Austin with the aim to provide a Q/A forum, giving young
professionals an up-close-and-personal exposure to
environmental issues, as well as Latin American culture.
The inaugural event was held downtown at the beautiful
Google Fiber office where guests were invited to become
Rainforest Influencers and help us create lasting
solutions for rainforest preservation.
We had numerous other outreach events in
2015, including participating in Earth Day
Texas and Earth Day Austin, where together,
with our partners and supporters, we
were able to spread our message to
diverse crowds.

FINANCIALS
Income
Foundation Grants			$40,000
Fundraising Events			$106,570
Individual and Other Contributions
$66,617
Partnership Revenue			$29,579
Federated Campaigns 		
$4,250
Total 				$247,016
Program Expenses
Chipaota Project
		
$66,307
Sani Isla Project 			
$19,552
Colibri Project 			
$53,477
Achuar Project				$25,357
Education, Outreach, and Other		
$57,214
Total 				$221,907
Total Program Expenses 		
Management and Fundraising
Total Revenue
		

$221,907
$42,119
$247,016

Thank you to

OUR SUPPORTERS
SXSW & SXSW Eco • Hollomon Price Foundation • Winkler Family Foundation •
JP’s Peace, Love & Happiness Foundation • C3 Presents • Silicon Laboratories Inc. •
Greater Austin Merchants Co-op Association (GAMA) • Nature’s Treasures •
Texas Office Products & Supply • Texas Gas • Flash Tattoos • Energc LLC • TNAVA, Inc. •
Catellus Development Corporation • Calendar Holdings LLC • Walters Southwest •
Aminita Solutions, Inc. • Return2Sector • Balcones Recycling, Inc. • AW Media, Inc. •
Hotel Two LLC • South Florida Motel Corp. • The Goddard School •
Coleman & Associates, Inc. • Lead Commercial LLC • Kabacoff Family Foundation •
Sector Supply • McLean & Howard LLP • Bumble Corp. • United Way, CFC • Anonymous

We want to thank our donors who gave between $500 - $20,000, and our new and continuing
supporters. In the interest of protecting our donors from solicitation, we have chosen not to list
their names.

Thank you to

OUR VOLUNTEERS
Alaina Hoffmann
Alexandra Weidanz
Adam Ezell
Adriana Rocha
Agnes Matula
Alexandra Craig
Badri Lakkur
Bailey Bada
Callie Zinsmeyer
Chris Befeld
Colleen Mullen
Erin Osterhaus
Erin Spencer
Erynn Fitzgerald
Esteban Barrera
Hannah Ward
Jean Stanka
Jenna Reed

Jesse Huntsman
Karynecia Conner
Kelly Buskirk
Kinloch Gill
Lavanya Selvam Alli
Madelline Weidanz
Margaret Kenty
Matthew Vu
Nickie Harris
Neal Hacker
Philip Russell
Rachael Smith
Rujuta Neve
Sofia Oliver
Stephany Garza
Susan Griswold
Tamar Nicole
Tara Allen

DONATED OVER 5000 HOURS TO RAINFOREST PARTNERSHIP IN 2015

To learn more about our work and
to get involved, please visit us at:
RainforestPartnership.org

