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Anything but Predictable 

 STAGE DOOR

Season 73 Directors
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Shout Out!
Our sincerest thanks to our
departing board members;

Michael Bagwell and Mary Ayala-
Bush for your time and

commitment to Dominion Stage!
Welcome to our newest board

member, Danielle Guy!

www.dominionstage.org

July 2022

UPCOMING SHOWS!



DOMINION STAGE’S FIREBRINGER 
OPENS AUGUST 5 AT GUNSTON THEATER 2!
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Dominion
Stage Trivia

How many years have we
held our annual

playwriting competition?

(Answer can be found on
our website:

www.dominionstage.org)

Dominion Stage is kicking off our 73rd Season with the DC-area premiere of the musical comedy

Firebringer. With music and lyrics by Meredith Stepien and Mark Swiderski and a book by Matt Lang,

Nick Lang, and Brian Holden, Firebringer is an original work from StarKid Productions, an American

musical theatre company founded at the University of Michigan in 2009 by Darren Criss, Brian

Holden, Matt Lang, and Nick Lang. 

 

Firebringer tells the story of a matriarchal tribe of cave-dwelling humans who strive to learn more

about the world around them while also struggling to survive in it. Much like modern-day humans,

the prehistoric characters are constantly trying to discover new ways to make life easier and more

enjoyable, which ultimately results in the discovery of fire. Along the journey, the audience is

witness to the tribe’s hilarious encounters with some uniquely stone age challenges such as a

fearsome saber-toothed tiger and an angry woolly mammoth. At the same time, the show’s eighteen

original songs confront still relevant societal issues such as feminism, politics, climate and religion,

all featuring generous amounts of Starkid’s signature brand of farcical humor.

 

Firebringer is directed by Michael Page, who previously directed Dominion Stage’s production of

P.S. Your Cat Is Dead. Chad Rabago, having just finished starring in Dominion’s production of [title of

show], serves as music director. Dominion Stage newcomer Colleen Prior brings extensive

experience to the creative team as choreographer. Produced by Dominion Stage board member

Jason Damaso and stage managed by Lauren Markovich, ([title of show]), Firebringer also features

work from a team of award-winning designers.

Firebringer opens on August 5 and runs

through August 20. Performances are at

8:00 PM every Thursday, Friday and

Saturday at Gunston Theatre Two, 2700

South Lang Street, Arlington VA 22206.

Tickets may be purchased at the door, or in

advance on the Dominion Stage website:

www.dominionstage.org. 

http://www.dominionstage.org/


Auditions for August Wilson’s King Hedley II, the second production of Dominion Stage’s 73rd Season, will be

held August 22 and 23, 2022 at Theatre on the Run, 3700 S. Four Mile Run Drive in Arlington, Virginia. 

 

ABOUT THE PLAY: 

August Wilson’s King Hedley II is the ninth play in Wilson’s ten play American Century Cycle, and many critics

consider it the darkest and most powerful in his epic saga of the urban African American experience. It was a

finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 2000 and a nominee for Best Drama at the 2001 Tony Awards. Set in

Pittsburgh’s Hill District in 1985, the play tells the story of King Hedley II, an ex-con trying to rebuild his life by

peddling stolen refrigerators with the feeble hope of making enough money to open a video store. King’s self-

delusional quest for economic success is threatened by an old lie perpetuated by his mother regarding his

father’s identity, a situation that clamors for retribution. 

 

THE CREATIVE TEAM: 

Directing August Wilson’s King Hedley II is director, actor, singer, dancer, choreographer and activist, Rikki Howie.

Among Ms. Howie’s dozens of director credits in the DMV are productions of Fences (the sixth play in Wilson’s

American Century Cycle), Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun, and the Tony Award-winning musical The Wiz. 

The equally accomplished production team includes producer Christine Farrell, executive producer Rebecca

Harris, hair & makeup designer Shemika Reneé, properties master Lakesha Larry, and fight choreographer Stefan

Sittig.

 

AUDITION DETAILS*:

Auditions will be held on Monday and Tuesday, August 22 and 23, 2022 from 7 – 9:30 PM. Callbacks will be by

appointment on Thursday, August 25, 2022, if needed.

 

In-person auditions and callbacks will be held at Theatre on the Run, 3700 S. Four Mile Run Drive in Arlington.

Virtual auditions by request only to rikkihowie@gmail.com.

 

Auditioners will be asked to perform cold readings from an August Wilson piece (may not be from King Hedley II).

Sides will be available in advance on the Dominion Stage website as well as at the auditions.

 

Bring an acting resume and headshot to your audition if you have them. Not having them will not disqualify you

from being cast. We will need all conflicts listed at auditions, so check/bring your calendar and be prepared to list

conflicts between August 30 and November 5. 

 

Rehearsals will be between August 30 and October 20, 2-3 day per week, and the full week prior to opening.

Most rehearsals will be at the Theatre on the Run location unless otherwise specified.

 

Performances will be on October 21, 22, 27, 28 and 29, and November 3, 4 and 5, 2022 at 8pm. The

performance venue will be the Gunston Arts Center, Theatre Two, 2700 S Lang St., Arlington, VA 22206. 

 

*We are committed to diverse, inclusive casting. We invite and celebrate all performers of varying ages, sex,

ethnicities, disabilities, race, national origin, sexual orientation, and gender identity. 

 

-Continued Next Page-

 

 

AUDITION ANNOUNCEMENT: 
AUGUST WILSON’S KING HEDLEY II
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KING HEDLEY II: (male-identifying)

RUBY: (female-identifying)

MISTER: (male-identifying)

TONYA: (female-identifying)

ELMORE: (male-identifying)

STOOL PIGEON: (male-identifying)

Roles & Character Descriptions: 
 4 men, 2 Women | African American

 

He is the spiritual son of King Hedley from Seven Guitars. He is engaged in life and death struggles with a scar to

prove it. A walking, talking, grower of seeds and dreams. He is more gravel than soil but wants to be a place

where roots take hold. Big-hearted and open-throated with his communication; steeped in the effusive flow of this

play’s towering, blues-inspired language. Ability to play 30s.

 

King’s mother and former blues singer. She carried the secrets of the past with her. Must be able to carry a tune.

Ability to play 50-60s.

 

King’s best friend since grade school and sometimes business partner. A right-hand man or hype man and partner

in crime. Ability to play 30s.

 

King’s wife of a few years who is pregnant and is weighed down by her reality of not wanting to bring a baby into

this corrupt, crazy world. Ability to play 20s-30s.

 

An old hustler who has been carrying a torch for Ruby for more than 30 years. He exudes an air of elegance and

confidence born of his many years wrestling with life. He acts in a self-serving way while trying to clear his

conscience. Ability to play 50s-60s

 

Neighborhood wise man and prophet. He sees God’s hand in everything. A newspaper-collecting history carrier

and spiritual truthsayer. Ability to play 40-70s.

 

AUDITION ANNOUNCEMENT: 
AUGUST WILSON’S KING HEDLEY II (CONTINUED)
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Dominion Stage is excited about the four directors who will be helming our shows for Season 73. All

four have a long history with us and with theater in the DC Metro Area.

 

MICHAEL PAGE is directing FIREBRINGER August 5 - 20, 2022. Michael

directed P.S. YOUR CAT IS DEAD for Dominion Stage, is on our Board of

Directors, and is our Web Master. In addition to directing, Michael is an actor,

dancer, light designer, choreographer, fight choreographer, and intimacy

choreographer. He recently appeared on stage in HEAD OVER HEELS at

Damascus Theatre Company. Michael has worked with Rockville Music

Theater, Little Theatre of Alexandria, Aldersgate Church Community Theater.

 

 

 

 

RIKKI HOWIE is directing AUGUST WILSON’S KING HEDLEY II, which runs 

October 21 - November 5.  Rikki has worked with Dominion Stage often. She 

choreographed our production of DREAMGIRLS, and she was in the casts of 

WILD PARTY and BEST LITTLE WHOREHOUSE IN TEXAS. Rikki has directed 

at many theaters in the DC Metro Area including Elden Street Players, Next 

Stop, Keegan Theater, and Toby's Dinner Theater.

 

MATTHEW RANDALL is directing BOSTON MARRIAGE, which will be our first

show of 2023, running January 27 - February 11. In addition to serving as

Dominion Stage's President, Matthew also is our resident Photographer. He

has directed too many shows for us to name them all, but they include:

GILLIGAN'S FIRE ISLAND, CARRIE THE MUSICAL, REEFER MADNESS, and

HOUSE OF THE BLUE LEAVES. He has appeared on our stage in BOYS IN THE

BAND, and JEFFREY. Matthew has directed and appeared on stage at Little

Theatre of Alexandria, Elden Street Players, Port City Playhouse, and Taking

Flight Theater Company.

 

 

 

 

 

DANIELLE GUY is directing NEXT TO NORMAL which will grace our stage

 April 21 - May 6, 2023. Danielle returns to us after directing last season's 

pinkalicious FIVE WOMEN WEARING THE SAME DRESS. She also directed 

our production of BLOODY BLOODY ANDREW JACKSON. In 2019 and 2020, 

Danielle worked as the Company Manager at the Contemporary American 

Theater Festival in Shepherdstown, WV. She has directed for Little Theatre 

of Alexandria, The Black Box Arts Center, Inspirata Theater Company, and 

Full Circle Theater Company. Danielle recently joined the Dominion Stage 

Board of Directors, so we should be seeing more and more of her.
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OUR SEASON 73 DIRECTORS – 
                            A WEALTH OF TALENT!

www.dominionstage.org
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GRATITUDE

Dominion Stage for waiting 2 years to produce [title of show]  

The outstanding creative and production staff that have stayed with us from the beginning to see

our vision come to life: 

Ken and Patti Crowley, Lighting Design

Kit Sibley and Jean Schlichting, Costume Design

David Correia, Sound Design

Jocelyn Steiner, Props and Set Decoration

Rebecca Harris, Hair and Makeup Design

Our superlative Stage Manager, Lauren Markovich, and Assistant Stage Manager, Nick Friedlander

Our devoted and spectacular cast: Gary DiNardo, Chad Rabago, Danielle Comer, and Becca Cooley 

Our delightful crew: Alonzo Farley, Freddie Perez, Pam Leonwich, Rebecca Harris, and Jennifer

Lyman

Our Front of House staff: Mike Rudden, Jennifer Lyman, Rebecca Harris, Matthew Randall, and

Jason Damaso 

Photographer, Matthew Randall 

Tech Dinner and Opening Night Coordinator, Jason Damaso 

 

 

[title of show]
 

The last line has been spoken and the last performance of our production of  [title of show] has ended. 
 
So many people to thank for helping us to get this production up and running, and to keep it going

through a lot of adversity! 

 

Our sincerest thanks to…

 

And many, many thanks to all the Dominion Stage staff who are there to help make every production a

success. Each of these wonderful people have our deepest thanks for helping to make [title of show]

the absolute joy it was to be a part of!

 

 

Mary Beth Smith-Toomey - Executive Producer and Producer

 

Kevin Sockwell - Director

 

Matthew J. Dohm - Music Director

 

Joshua Cleveland - Assistant Music Director
 

 

 

www.dominionstage.org


