
 

 

 
 
 
 

States                         Freedom Fighters 
Arunachal Pradesh 1.   Matmur Jamoh 

 Native of Yagrung Village. 
 Matmur Jamoh killed the British officer Noel 

Williamson at Komsing village, Another Band of his 
Followers Killed Dr. Gregson at Pangi, both in East 
Siang District of Arunachal Pradesh on March 
31,1911. 

 This led to the famous Anglo-Abor War of 1911. 
 He was given life imprisonment and sent to Cellular 

Jail. 
 He had fought against the slavery policy of the 

Britishers. 

       Assam 
 

1. Maniram Dewan ( Maniram Dutta Barua) 
 Born in 17 April,1806. 
 Maniram started his career by becoming a loyal 

associate of British East India company 
administration under David Scott. 

 He was appointed as Tehsildar and Sherustadarof 
Rangpur under Scott’s Deputy Captain John Bryan 
Neufville and later he was made Prime minister 
(Borbhandar) by Purandar Singha. 

 Maniram was loyal Confidante of Purandar Singha 
and resigned from the post of Sheristadar and 
Tehsildar , when king was deposed by the British. 

 He informed the British about the Assam tea grown 
by Singhpo People (was unknown to the rest of the 
world then). In the early 1820s, he directed the 
cultivators Robert Bruce and his brother to the 
Singpho chief who collected Tea plants and took them 
to company’s administration. 

 In the year 1839, Maniram was appointed as Dewan 
of Assam Tea company at Nazira. But in 1840s he 
quitted the job due to differences of opinion with the 
officers and oppressive Dominance of British. 

 Later he became the the first Indian to grow Tea 
commercially in Assam by establishing own Tea 
Gardens at Chenimora (In Jorhat) and Selung (in 
Sibsagar). He also ventured into gold procuring, salt 
production, iron smelting, brick making, 
manufacturing of boats,Ivory work and many more. 

 He wanted to make Assam self- reliant through all 
kinds of enterprise. 
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    By the 1850s he had become hostile to the British. 

When Indian sepoys started an uprising against the 
British, he saw it as an opportunity to restore Ahom 
rule. 

 He motivated the last Ahom royal to rise in mutiny 
and declare himself as independent of the British. 

 The Plot was unearthed and he along with Piyali 
Barua (Most trusted associate of Maniram) was 
hanged on 26th February 1858 at Jorhat Central Jail. 
His Death lead to an open Rebellion against the 
British. 

 
 

2. Tarun Ram Phukan 
 Born On January 22, 1877 at Guwahati, Assam. He 

was a prominent political Leader, Hunter and Writer 
from Assam. 

 He was a true patriot who worked for his country and 
countrymen. Assamese People used to call him 
“Deshbhakta” to respect his intense love for his 
country. 

 He earned Bar-at-Law Degree from London and after 
becoming Barrister , Phukan returned to India and 
joined Calcutta High court. 

 He also served as chairman of the Municipal Board 
and Local Board of Guwahati. 

 In 1920, Phukan joined the congress Party and played 
an important role in establishing the party in Assam. 

 He joined the Non-Cooperation Movement.In 1921 
when Mahatma Gandhi visited Assam, Phukan was 
his Trusted Companion. 

 After British Declared Congress as Illegal Body,Tarun 
ram phukan was arrested and remained in jail till 
November, 1922. 

 In 1926, he became the chairman of the congress 
reception committee. 

 In 1927, he was elected as the President of Assam 
Sahitya Sabha at its Goalpara Session for his 
contribution to Assamese Literature. 

 He also served as President of the Assam Chhatra 
Sammelan in 1928. 

 He worked for spreading education about the 
upliftment of the underprivileged section of the 
Society and fought for the removal of untouchability. 

 He appealed to the womenfolk of India to come out 
from the boundaries of their house and play an active 
role in national affairs.  
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 He opposed cultivation and consumption of the 

opium. 
 He also popularised the use of khadi and Swadeshi 

goods in Assam. 
 He established Leper Asylum in Guwahati. 
 Deshbhakta Tarun Ram Phukan died on July28, 1939. 

 
 

3. Nabin Chandra Bordoloi 
 He was a witer , Freedom Fighter and political Leader 

from Assam state of India. 
 He is popularly known as “Karambir” or 

“Karamveer” (means hero in action) Nabin Chandra 
Bordoloi. 

 He was born on October 30,1875 and became a Law 
Graduate in 1899. 

 Returning to Assam ,he took active interest in public 
affairs. He was involved in the establishment of the 
Earle Law College at Guwahati in 1913. 

 He along with Prasanna Kumar Baruah went to 
England and placed before the Parliamentary 
committee for inclusion of Assam’s case in the 
Montague-Chelmford Reforms. 

 In 1920, he attended the Nagpur session of Congress. 
 After the Jallianwala Bagh Tragedy, he got involved 

in the Indian freedom struggle. 
 He gave up his law practice and took part in Non -

cooperation Movement. 
 In 1921, Nabin Chandra Bordoloi was arrested and 

sent to prison for 18 months. In 1929, he was arrested 
again and jailed for second time. 

 In 1934, he was elected to the Indian Legislative 
Assembly. 

 He passed away in 1936. 
 
 

4. Hem Barua:- 
 

 Born on 22nd April,1915 at Tezpur of Assam and he 
was one of the famous Assamese poet and also a good 
politician in Assam. 

 In 1941, he joined as English Lecturer in J.B. College 
at Jorhat. 

 After one year he left his service and joined in the 
“Quit India Movement” for which he was imprisoned 
in 1943. 
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 He fought for his region, and he raised several issues 

of importance in the Parliament. 
 He was initially in Congress but left it in 1948 to join 

the Socialist Party.He was elected to the national 
executive of the Praja socialist party. He was the 
member of the Parliament till 1970. 

 He became the president of the Assam Sahitya Sabha 
in its annual session held at Dhubri in 1972. 

 He was regarded as one of the pioneers of modern 
literary movement in Assam. 

 Some of his Writings are: - Adhunik Sahitya (1948) , 
Segar Dekhicha (1954) , Balichanda (1959), San 
Mihali( 1958), Kannaki (1960), Cupid Aru Psyche 
(1959) , Rang Karabir Phul (1959), El Git(1960), 
Idle Hours(1962), Sahitya Aru Sahitya (1962), 
Achuphul(1964, Man Mayuri(1965), Smritir 
Papari(1970). 

 
 

5. Kanaklata Barua 
 

 Born on 22nd December, 1924, in Borangabari 
Village of the Undivided Darrang district,Assam. 

 She was the youngest Freedom Fighter from Assam. 
 Inspired by Mahatma Gandhi’s Quit India Movement, 

17-year-old Kanaklata joined the movement. 
 She wanted to join the Azad Hind Fauz, however 

being a minor, she was not allowed to join. 
 But she joined Mrityu Bahini , a suicide squad when 

she was 17. 
 On 20 September 1942, the revolutionary camp of 

Gohpur division of undivided Darrang district decided 
to hoist and unfurl the national Flag at a local police 
station. 

 Kanaklata led this procession of unarmed villagers for 
the task. 

 When Rebati Mahan Som, the officer in-charge of the 
police station , warned the procession of the deadly 
consequence if they went ahead with their plan. 

  She refused to slow down. Consequently, the police 
opened fire and Barua was shot dead holding the Flag. 

 The flag was subsequently picked up by her 
compatriot Mukunda Kakoti, who was also Killed. 
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6. Kushal Konwar 
 

 He was born on March 21, 1905 at Balijan Chariali 
near Sarupathar In Golaghat district of Assam. 

 He was a true Patriot and a follower of Gandhian 
Philosophy of Non-Violence. 

 He was Assamese Freedom Fighter and only 
martyr of the Quit India Movement. 

 In 1936  he left the tea garden job and devoted himself 
fully in the Indian freedom Movement. 

 In 1942, Quit India Movement started and ‘Do or Die’ 
became the motto of the patriots. In Assam, ‘Santi 
Sena’ (Peace Force) and ‘Mrityu Bahini (Death 
Squad) of congress took active part in the movement. 

 Kushal Konwar took the side of Santi Sena and 
became the secretary of Sarupathar Congress. 

 On October 10, 1942, few members of Sarupathar 
Mrityu Bahini derailed a Military Train carrying 
British and American Soldiers near Sarupathar. 

 Soon, British Army cordoned off the whole 
Sarupathar and many people were harassed and 
arrested by the Police. 

 On October 13,1942, Police arrested Kushal Konwar 
when he was in his way to Sarupthar railway Station. 

 On March 6,1943, hearing of Kushal Konwar started 
in the court of C.A. Humphrey (Deputy 
Commissioner of Sibasagar district. 

 Several Advocates defended Kushal and also there 
was no evidence against him. 

 But one Pulin Barua of Sarupathar Santi Bahini 
became approver in the case. In the mock trial judge 
sentenced four persons to be hanged. They were 
Kushal Konwar , Kanakeswar Konwar , Dharamkanta 
Deka, Ghanashyam Saikia. 

 Innocent Kushal Konwar accepted the illegal of 
unlawful sentence. Except Kushal Konwar , other 
three got their sentence commuted to 10 years of 
rigorous imprisonment due to mercy petition. 

 Britishers hanged Kushal Konwar in Jorhat Jail, 
on 15 June 1943. 

 He was neither an extraordinarily popular leader, nor 
a revolutionary but a ‘True Patriot’. He loved his 
country and that’s why he accepted the illegal Trial. 
He sacrificed his life happily for the freedom and 
happiness of his countrymen.   
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Meghalaya 
 
 

 
 
 

1. Tirot Singh 
 

 Also Known as U Tirot Singh Syiem was a Khasi 
Chief in the early 19th century. He drew his lineage 
from the Syemlieh clan. 

 He declared war and fought against British to take 
over the control of the Khasi hills. 

 Initially, the British and Tirot Singh came to an 
agreement- permission for the road project between 
Guwahati and Sylhet in lieu of regaining possession 
of the duars (passes in the Assam). 

 Balram Singh, Raja of Ranee, disputed Tirot Singh’s 
claims Duars, and went ahead with a party to establish 
his claim. 

 When the news came that British is reinforcing forces 
in Assam, Tirot Singh convened a Durbar again and 
passed orders for the British to evacuate Nongkhlaw. 

 The British did not pay any heed and the Khasis 
attacked the British Garrison in Nongkhlaw. 

 In the Anglo-Khasi War, the khasis lacked firearms 
and had only Swords shields, bows and arrows so they 
resorted to Guerrila activity,which dragged on for 
about 4 years. 

 Tirot Singh was shot by the British and had to hide in 
a cave. He was eventually captured by the British in 
January 1833 and Deported to Dhaka. 

 His Death Anniversary, 17 July, is commemorated 
every year as a state holiday in Meghalaya. 

 
 

2. U Kiang Nongbah 
 

 He was a Pnar (a matrilineal sub-tribal group of 
the Khasi people) freedom fighter. 

 Towards the close of 1860 income Tax was also 
levied in addition to the House-tax and there was 
apprehension that tax would also be levied on betel 
and betel-nuts. 

 Imposition of these Taxes created turmoil amongst the 
Jaintias and they rose again in fierce rebellion in 
1862. 

 U Kiang Nongbah was leader and guiding spirit in this 
rebellion. 
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 In the first rebellion he kept his identity secret and 

thus avoided arrest. 
 He was extremely shrewd and a great organiser and 

contacted all the Dolois and Sirdars without causing 
any suspicion. 

 He managed to hoodwink British Intelligence Service, 
they had no Trace of his Movements and Activities. 

 Yet ultimately, he was defeated because of the 
superior might of the British. In the unequal fight that 
ensured, hundreds of Jaintias were killed. 

 U Kiang Nongbah was betrayed, captures, and hanged 
publicly to strike terror into the hearts of the Jaintias 
on December 30,1862. 

 
3. Pa Togan Nengminza Sangma 

 
 Pa Togan Nengminza Sangma was a brave A-chik 

warrior (Matgrik). He was born in the village of 
Samandra near Williamnagar, East Garo hill , 
Meghalaya. 

 In 1872, The British Government took extreme 
measures to occupy the whole Garo hills and at the 
end of the year , the British expedition was marched 
in from three directions south, east and west to take 
control on the land of Garo. 

 Capt. Dally was first among the three groups who 
entered into the garo hills and set up camp in the area 
around 15 Km from Williamnagar , the headquarters 
of East Garo hills district.  

 They were occupied with guns and mortars with them. 
On the hand, the garos have nothing than Selu ( 
spears), Milam (swords) and Spi (Shields). 

 They confronted the troops under the leadership of Pa 
Togan Nengminza Sangma. 

 Pa Togan Nengminza and other Garo warriors 
conducted a stealth attack on the British soldiers while 
they were sleeping. Roused from the sleep by the cries 
of their comrades, the remaining British soldiers 
retaliated. 

 Garo warriors face heavy losses and Pa Tagan 
Nengminza died on the spot on 12th December, 1872. 

 Till now , the Meghalaya Government is 
celebrating 12th December as “Togan Nengminza’s 
day”. 
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4. Sonaram R Sangma 
 

 He was born in 1867 and was the first Garo 
Political leader. 

 After completing his studies , Sangma joined the 
Government service in Public Works Department 
(PWD) as a Mohurer. He left PWD in 1899. 

 He constructed a road from Tura to Rongrenggiri 
along the Bank of Simsang river via Rombagiri , 
Chokagiri, Rangmalgiri and Dolwagiri and this road 
was known by the people of that localities as 
Sonaram Sorok or Sonaram Road. 

 He fought against the British government and 
demanded for the Greater Garo land. 

 For this reason, he was imprisoned several times. 
 When British Soldiers threatened to kill him, he 

replied them that “You can shoot me by a gun and 
kill me and throw my dead body in the Manda 
River , But where to a place my dead body reach 
you must sign in an agreement that till that place 
should be the Garo land”. 

 The Nokmas, Laskars and other Garo leaders whose 
land was encroached upon by Bijni Zamindars 
approached him for his advice, guidance and to head 
the agitation. 

 He was at forefront of the Garo national Struggle for:  
 Grievances Pertaining to the Nazrana lands 

and Habraghat Pargana. 
 Restoration of the reserved forests to the 

Garos. 
 Abolition of the Beggar system and 

Imprisonment of labour. 
 He was the one, who first first united the tribe and 

launched a mass movement, but in a legal and 
constitutional way. 

 He died on 27th August 1916. He devoted his life to 
the rights of the Garo land and Garo people. He 
always dreamed of integrated Garo inhabited areas 
under one administration. 
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Manipur 
 
 

 
1. Bir Tikendrajit Singh 

 
 Bir Tikendrajit Singh was a great patriot and a prince 

from Manipur. 
 He was born on December 29, 1856 as fourth son to 

Maharaja Chandrakriti Singh at Koireng. 
 He was Known as “Lion of Manipur”. 
 After Maharaja’s death , eldest son Surchandra Singh 

ascended the throne and Tikendrajit singh became 
‘Senapati’, the General of Manipur army. 

 As tension began to develop among the princes , 
Royal family split up into two factions, one led by 
Tikendrajit and the other by Pakasana.King was in 
favour of Pakasana. 

 He disliked the British attitude towards the local 
rulers as they expanded their umpire by 
Unsurpation.He made plan to protect sovereignty of 
the State. 

 “Palace Revolt”- On, September, 1890, Tikendrajit 
along with other two princes Angousan and 
Jilangamba , revolted against Surachandra and 
overthrew him and Kullachandra Ascended the throne 
and Tikendrajit became ‘Jubaraj’, the heir- apparent. 

 On March 22, 1891 Chief commissioner J.W. Quinton 
reached Manipur with troop of soldiers and a secret 
plan was arranged to arrest Tikendrajit but secret got 
leaked and the plan failed. 

 Grimwood asked king to handover Tikendrajit to him 
but the king refused and so the British used force to 
arrest Tikendrajit. 

 On March 24, British attacked residence of  
Tikendrajit in palace compound and killed many 
civilians who were watching Raslila. 

 The Manipuri soldiers fought back and five British 
officers had to flee to seek shelter , feeling of revenge 
arose among the people and they executed all five 
officers. 

 Anglo-Manipur war:- 
 Took place on March 31, 1891. 
 Three coloumns of Army:- Kohima, Silchar, 

and Tamu were sent to Manipur by British 
Government. 

 On April 27, Kangla Palace was taken over by 
British. 

 Churachand Singh , a minor given throne 
and Tikendrajit singh and some leaders went 
undergound. 
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 Tikendrajit Singh, Kullachandra and Thangal General 

were found guilty in Special court and were Sentenced to 
Death. 

 Efforts by Queen Victoria to save Tikendrajit Remained 
unsuccessful. A protest movement was also alunched but 
failed. 

 Kullachandra who appealed to Government was sent to 
Andaman Islands where he died as prisoner in 1934. 

 On August 31, 1891, the order was announced and at 5pm in 
the evening , both Tikendrajit and Thangal General were 
hanged before the General Public at Polo Ground in 
Imphal. 

 This place was later named as Bir Tikendrajit Park and to 
remember his heroic deeds, Manipur celebrates the day as 
“Patriot’s Day”. 

 
 

2. Major General Paona Barjabashi 
 

 The Anglo -Manipuri war broke out in 1891. 
 Attempting to resist British forces marching from 

Tamu (on the border of Manipur and Mynmar today), 
700 Manipuri soldiers were dispatched to Thoubal. 

 Major General Paona Barjabashi, a brave soldier of 
Kingdom of Manipur took the centre stage. 

 He fought what historians describe as the fiercest 
battle against the British in the Indian History. 

 The Manipuris were defeated by the superior might of 
the British. 

 He was offered a chance to join the British at a 
superior post but he chose death over treason and was 
martyred. 

 In the memory of him and the other Manipuri soldiers 
who laid down their, lives , Manipur celebrates 
Khongjom Day every year on 23rd April. 

 
 

3. Haipou Jadonang 
 

 Born in the year 1905 in Kambiron village in 
Tamenglong district in Manipur. 

 He belonged to Rongmei Naga Tribe which falls 
under Zeliangrong ( a cognate tribe comprising of 
Naga tribes- Zeme, Liangmai, Rongmei and Inpui). 

 He was healer, Spiritual guide and messiah. 
 He was a staunch critic of the British rule and the 

changes happening in the region marked by injustices, 
labour exploitation and taxation etc. 
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 He developed a reformed religion ‘Heraka’ (pure). 

He invoked nationalism for the Naga in response to 
colonial rule and the need to reform their religion 
seeing the spread of Christianity. 

 He then started Heraka Movement which erupted 
among Zeliangrong community in the 1920s. 

 Jadonang used the slogan “Naga Raj” or “Makam 
Gwandi”- freedom for the British rule. 

 He began establishing an army, Riphen , that 
comprised of 500 men and women who were well 
trained in Military tactics , weaponry and 
reconnaissance missions. 

 Besides these activities, the recruits assisted in 
civilian matters such as Farming, Livestock, Grazing, 
and firewood collection etc. 

 On February 19,1931, Higgins arrested Jadonang on 
the charge of raising Naga raj and for his resistance 
against the Government. 

 Higgins also implicated him to be responsible for 
masterminding the killing of four Manipuri traders in 
April 1930.He denied his involvement in this murder. 

 He was given Death sentence and was hanged to 
death on the banks of Nambul river in Imphal on 
August 29,1931. 

 After his death, movement was taken forward by his 
successor, Gaidinliu. 

  
 
 

4. Rani Gaidinliu:- 
 
“Loss of religion is the Loss of Culture , and  Loss of Culture 
is the loss of Identity” – Rani Gaidinliu 
 

 Gaidinliu was born on January 26, 1915, in present 
day Tamenglong district of Manipur. 

 She was Naga spiritual and political leader who led an 
armed uprising against the British in Manipur, 
Nagaland and Assam. She belonged to Rongmei 
Tribe. 

 In 1927, at the age of 13 Gaidinliu along with 
Jadonang joined the “Heraka Movement” which 
aimed at the revival of the Naga Tribal religion and 
establish the self-rule of the Nagas (Naga Raj) ending 
the British rule and to protect the Naga culture from 
the Christian Missionaries. 
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 She was arrested in 1932, when she was just 16, 

and was sentenced to life Imprisonment by the 
British Rulers. 

 Between 1932-1947 she was kept at several prisons 
across the Northeast. 

 Jawaharlal Nehru met her in Shillong Jail in 1937 
and gave her the title “Rani Gaidinliu” and 
described her as “Daughter of the Hills”. 

 After India got Nehru wrote to the authorities to 
release her. 

 After spending 14 years in prison, she again revolted 
against NNC (Naga National Council) who wanted 
a separate nation for the Nagas. 

 Rani Gaidinliu wanted a separate Zeliangrong 
territory within the union of India and started 
Guerrilla warfare against NNC. 

  To honour the Daughter of Hills, the Indian 
Government awarded her Tamrapatra ( given to 
Individuals for their participation in freedom struggle) 
in 1972 , Padma Bhushan in 1981, Vivekanand 
Seva Award in 1982 and a Postal Stamp in 1996. 

 The state Government has developed a park along 
with the statue to honour the late freedom fighter in 
Silchar, Assam. 

 The Government of India also issued a 
commemorative coin in 2015. 

 
 

 
 


