
STAFF REPORT 

TO: Phillip Patterson, City Administrator 
FROM: Ben Rhoads, AICP, Senior Planner 
Cc: Don Clark, Community Development Director 
DATE: July 13, 2022 
RE: Resolution 46-22 / Adoption of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan 

Recommendation:  Approve Resolution No. 46-22, adopting the 2040 Comprehensive Plan. 

Background:  Staff requests approval of the new 2040 comprehensive plan document as outlined in 
the attachment to the said Resolution. This adoption would repeal the current comprehensive plan. 
The Planning Commission reviewed the plan at the July 12, 2022, regular meeting. There were no 
comments from the public. The Commission voted in favor by a 6-0 vote for adoption, one member was 
absent. 

Fiscal Impact:  The fiscal impacts will be addressed upon implementation of the plan’s recommendation 
on a case-by-case basis. 

Attachments:  
Staff report to Planning Commission 
Resolution No. 46-22 
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Memorandum 
To: Siloam Springs Planning Commission and Board of Directors 
Cc: Don Clark, Community Development Director 
From: Ben Rhoads, AICP, Senior Planner  
Date: July 14, 2022 
Subject: 2040 Comprehensive Plan 

Recommendation:  Motion to approve the Siloam Springs 2040 Comprehensive Plan 

Background and Analysis: 

In January 2021, the City of Siloam Springs contracted with the planning consulting firm Freese 
and Nichols, Inc. to draft a new City comprehensive plan entitled Our Vision, Our Future. City of 
Siloam Springs 2040 Comprehensive Plan, hereinafter referred to as the Plan. This Plan is designed 
to replace the current 2008 Comprehensive Plan: Forward Siloam Springs, which was adopted by 
the City Board of Directors on March 21, 2008. The 2030 Plan, being over ten years old, is 
presently outdated and needs to be replaced. 

Freese and Nichols, with guidance from the Comprehensive Plan Advisory Committee (CPAC), 
developed the document through an extensive public engagement process starting with a visioning 
session in early 2021 through to the final public presentation which occurred in May this year. See 
the graphic below relating to the Plan’s 18-month development process: 
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The Plan is set up under 4 parts: Part 1, Our Foundation, Part 2 Our Vision; Part 3 Our Plan, 
and Part 4 Our Strategy.  The meat of the Plan’s recommendations is found under Part 3, which 
has the following sub-sections: 

• Land Use;
• Transportation;
• Economic Development;
• Housing;
• Resiliency;
• Community Character; and
• Public Facilities.

The vision statement and guiding principles were established to represent the type of community 
Siloam Springs wishes to be in the future. Each guiding principle is connected to one or more goal 
that offers direction to the City about how to accomplish stated objectives. The Plan includes 118 
unique recommendations, or action steps, which are stated within the Plan’s chapters and in the 
Implementation Matrix. Implementing these items through policies, regulations, programs, and 
projects will ensure that the City is acting in a manner that is consistent with the community’s 
shared vision as stated in the Plan. 

The Plan includes a new Future Land Use Plan (FLUP), which suggests appropriate land uses 
in the City and the City’s 1-mile Planning Area. The FLUP comes into play with rezoning and 
annexation requests and will be used in future reports and presentations to the Planning 
Commission and the City Board of Directors when presenting on these permits. 

One policy directive in the Plan introduces a new process related to zoning actions that are clear 
departures from the FLUP. After adoption, when a requested zoning map amendment differs from 
the land use category recommendations on the FLUP, a FLUP amendment will be presented for 
consideration rather than keeping it as a static, unchanging map. This will allow the Plan to become 
a living document, made relevant to changing economic and land use conditions in the community. 
Proposed FLUP changes will be presented to the Planning Commission for recommendation and 
the City Board for approval when it is appropriate, further details on this are outlined in the Plan. 

The consultants held a joint workshop with the Planning Commission and the City Board of 
Directors on June 7, 2022. After the workshop, the Plan went through its final comment period. A 
newspaper notice was published in the Northwest Arkansas Democrat-Gazette on June 19, 2022 
and in the Siloam Springs Herald-Leader on June 29, 2022, both notices advising of the Planning 
Commission’s hearing on July 12, 2022 and a letter was mailed to the School District (for the 
School Board) on June 15, 2022 advising of the same hearing, fulfilling the statutory requirements 
for legal notification for new plan adoption. Two comments were received, one was made at during 
workshop to add page numbers as a reference in the implementation matrix, under Part 4, Our 
Strategy. A second comment was made, subsequent to the workshop, to amend the future land use 
map with respect to two parcels located on E. Tahlequah St. and N. Country Club Dr., south of the 
Siloam Springs Soccer Complex. The change was to designate these parcels as “mixed use” rather 
than “parks and open space” because the parcels are privately owned and were intended for future 
development when E. Tahlequah St. was extended east around the time the high school was 
constructed. Both changes are reflected on the Plan draft dated 6/20/2022, as presented in the URL 
link at the end of this memorandum.  

City staff has taken an active role in the Plan’s development and we recommend approval of the 
document. The Planning Commission’s recommendation will be taken to the City Board of 
Directors for consideration on the formal adoption on July 19, 2022. If the Plan is adopted by the  
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City Board, City staff will begin to prioritize the recommendations and start implementing them 
accordingly. Staff will also monitor and track the progress of the Plan’s implementation. 

The Plan document, as presented for your consideration, is found at this location: 

https://www.siloamsprings2040.com/documents 

Printed hard copies of the final document (as linked above) will be made available upon the Plan’s 
adoption. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 46- 22 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
THE CITY OF SILOAM SPRINGS, ARKANSAS, 

APPROVING THE 2040 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

Whereas, the City of Siloam Springs recognizes the need to establish and implement 
proactive plans for the physical development of the City of Siloam Springs, land use planning and 
growth management being of specific importance for the efficient management of growth and 
development of the City; and 

Whereas, due to anticipated growth and development of the City of Siloam Springs, land 
use planning is beneficial for determining the highest and best use of property and to guide the 
decision making for elected officials and staff on land use and development proposals; and 

Whereas, in response to the need to update the 2008 Comprehensive Plan, the City 
commissioned the 2040 Comprehensive Plan; and 

Whereas, said plan has been fashioned and prepared over a period of several months 
through an extensive process of research and community involvement by the Community 
Development Department of the City; and  

Whereas, after due notice required by law, the Siloam Springs Planning Commission 
conducted a public hearing for all persons desiring to be heard regarding the adoption of a 
comprehensive plan; and 

Whereas, after thorough review of the plan and consideration of comments and views 
expressed at the aforesaid hearing, said Commission recommends the City of Siloam Springs 
Comprehensive Plan for consideration by the Board of Directors;  

Now, Therefore: 

Be It Resolved by the Board of Directors of the City of Siloam Springs as follows: 

I. That the City of Siloam Springs Comprehensive Plan as approved by the Siloam Springs
Planning Commission, and recommended to the Board of Directors for adoption, be and
is hereby adopted, as included in Attachment “A”.

II. That this Plan shall repeal, in all respects, the previous comprehensive plan adopted by
Resolution No. 11-08.
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III. That City Clerk shall file a duly certified copy of the City of Siloam Springs
Comprehensive Plan with the Benton County Circuit Clerk, the Benton County Planning
Office, and the Northwest Arkansas Regional Planning Commission.

Done and Resolved this ______ day of ___________________________, 2022. 

ATTEST:       APPROVED: 

______________________________  ______________________________ 
Renea Ellis, City Clerk, CAMC/CMC  Judy Nation, Mayor 

(SEAL) 


