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Introduction 
“Big Ideas” from the draft comprehensive plan were shared on the project website 
(www.SiloamSprings2040.com) and in-person at City Hall and the Public Library from 
February 4 through February 28, 2022. The ideas were key recommendations from the 
draft plan that supported the eight guiding principles. The purpose of this activity was to 
share highlights of the plan’s recommendations for the community’s feedback. This 
packet includes the full results of the online and in-person event (118 comments online 
and 9 comments in-person).  
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Guiding Principle #1: Small-Town Feel  
 
Inviting and inclusive neighborhoods in a beautiful natural setting 

showcase Siloam Springs’ unique community character. 
 
 
Big Ideas 
To support this Guiding Principle, we will: 

1. Develop community character and identity by recognizing key corridors and unique 
districts to leverage economic opportunity and bolster a sense of place.  

2. Continue to serve as a center for arts and culture.  

3. Proactively address neighborhood conditions to preserve our existing neighborhoods. 

 

Share your thoughts on the "Small-Town Feel" big ideas! 

1 Add more annual events/traditions! 

2 I strongly agree with these ideas. There are several areas below that are in direct contradiction to 
these ideas. 

3 Consider restrictions to preserve the views and continuity when allowing fencing  fences and other 
building within the historic district.  That is he heart of our small town. Also preservation of mature 
trees and green space.   

4 I want to see Siloam grow but at the same time keep the small town feel. I like it being a small town 
I don’t care for big cities.  
I like to see things come into Siloam but don’t care to be another Tulsa or bigger city.  

5 Develop a way to regulate architectural design of both residential and commercial buildings, 
streetscapes, etc.  We need to preserve our sense of place. 

6 I believe that landscaping is desperately needed in the entire town. Trees, flowerbeds, bushes, and 
other landscaping would make this town gorgeous and attractive to visitors and residents alike. We 
have so many talented people in the community, it's sad to see barren wasteland on the roadsides 
and peeling paint/run-down looking bridges and businesses on most of downtown.   

7 Who is going to decide when where and how to develop this community character.  What taxpayer 
dollars will be used?   

8 We have lost our small town feel.  We are crowded, full of people and traffic.  With the growth your 
wanting we'll be Tulsa or Fort Smith before long. 

9 Siloam is growing , streets are behind, put back the 1 cent street tax. We have parks , walking trail, 
good downtown, schools. Ten foot sidewalks are stupid,,,need 5’ sidewalks in a lot of town, at least 
on one side…business and demand will supply needs, East Main must be 3 lanes, increased traffic 
on Hico , 3 lanes and fix intersection at Hico and Tahlequah… 

10 Recognizing "unique districts" should entail more than just the downtown area. Our small-town feel 
means, in essence, that people know who they live next to. This is accomplished by having our 
neighborhoods be self-sustaining by having common play spaces and commercial properties close 
to where people live. New developments especially, but all neighborhoods generally, should have 
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access to quality of life amenities AND commercial places that mean that people don't have to 
drive everywhere for every need. 

11 1. I agree with previous plans to recognize E Main St as a key corridor and I support revitalizing 
that area. 
 
2. One of the most important values that has set Siloam Springs' arts and culture apart is being a 
community of faith. Venues that are managed by the city should not shy away from including 
events that feature faith-based themes. 
 
3. In 2021 a decision was made to cut code enforcement personnel to one-third its previous staff. 
Additionally, the program abandoned proactive patrolling and went to a complaint-based letter 
writing campaign. This is incongruent with 'proactively address neighborhood conditions'. 

12 As new neighborhoods seem to be popping up everywhere, it would be nice to incorporate a 
certain amount of space for public spaces (parks, walkways, etc). It would also be ideal to continue 
to lengthen our walkways, providing a long-term plan to connect our town by foot traffic or bike 
paths. 

13 Small town feel is achieved naturally through relationships. Bolster the farmers market and 
homegrown festival type events. You can’t manufacture a small town feel. 

14 I agree with all ideas presented. 

15 Please do not make a huge low-income community out on E. Ken wood Street/Bruce Rutherford.  
Please keep more .5 to 1 acre lot homes.  

16 I agree! For those homes who find themselves on through streets that have increased traffic, find 
ways to keep them safe and pretty as well as functional.  

17 Improve Sager Creek ecosystem and develop into a destination in the heart of Siloam. A river walk 
would be fantastic with new fountains with LED lighting would be a great enhancement. Establish 
building covenants in the historical district. 

18 Arts center/dedicated live theatre space would be amazing! 

19 24-hour café 
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Guiding Principle #2: Community Oriented 
 

We value inclusiveness and quality of life for residents of all 
ages.  

 
 
Big Ideas 
To support this Guiding Principle, we will: 

1. Ensure community gathering spaces are incorporated in future developments and 
accessible for all residents. 

2. Expand our technology resources to provide convenient and equitable access across the 
community. 

3. Support a diverse range of housing choices. 

4. Ensure quality design of future housing and neighborhoods 

 

Share your thoughts on the "Community Oriented" big ideas! 

1 Please add a city park in the proposed new Hillcrest subdivision! Or on the airport grounds! Airport 
Rd and Bill Young Rd neighborhood kids need a place to play! 

2 I do not feel there should be any more apartments or multi-family homes built within the city. It 
lowers property values and brings in a disproportionate amount of tax revenue vs single family 
dwellings. 

3 include parks and recreation areas 

4 We need housing for the average person not to expensive some houses are way to far out of a 
average families income we also need housing for older adults and affordable housing for working 
families.  

5 Require residential developments to include open space such as parks, trails, or other amenities 
for residents of each development, and the general public 

6 Again, landscaping can make anything look gorgeous. Great landscaping would upscale even 
mobile home areas or project homes. People with low income deserve beautiful places to live as 
well. 

7 It has taken all these years for the City to finally approve Senior Housing how do we know there will 
be a diverse range of housing choices in the future?  Who and how is going to determine this? 

8 There are too many building projects.  We need to quit moving people in.  Also many of the 
housings being built are for the upper middle to the upper classes. No way could an average 
person afford them. Finally we need better options for Wi-Fi.  Centurytel is slow and unreliable and 
Cox is so expensive. 

9 #2. I hope we provide adequate number of housing units in all categories of the “diverse range of 
housing choices.” In other words not just large number of high end housing and token number of 
low income housing. Thanks.  
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10 This requires that the Planning Commission makes it known to developers like Rausch Coleman, 
etc., that part of their plans must designate space for parks, community spaces, etc. 
 
The city must prioritize these tenets as a way to care for its citizens. Big developers are not 
interested in creating neighborhoods; they are interested in creating houses. The dynamism that a 
neighborhood requires must be overtly planned out and allocated for. 

11 1. The community building is a city landmark and treasured asset. I understand that it is facing 
some important maintenance issues. I am in support of the City developing a viable plan to 
conserve that building for longevity. 
2.  I agree that the city should look into providing Internet services and that a interest survey is a 
good way to begin the process. 
3. I realize we are in a building boom that changes the housing landscape rapidly. There are not 
enough rental options right now. We need a variety of rental type properties to support the 
increased numbers of people wanting to move into our city. 
4. I think the city's increased investment in the Planning Division will help ensure quality community 
designs. 

12 One thing not seem in our town are very many options for transitional elder care. It would be nice to 
have a location where people can transition from living in their own apartment,  while having 
nursing care nearby, and a facility available to go into full-time care on the same campus. 
Separately, one big idea I haven't heard, but could be incorporate the "inclusiveness" and 
"community gathering spaces" is a public climbing wall, and exercise stations. There are some by 
JBU, but no others offered in town. 

13 You can’t manufacture a community feel. We work together and unify through our similarities, not 
our differences. Quit trying to point out differences.  

14 I agree with all ideas presented. 

15 We need more residential housing for  older citizens. It’s in very short supply, especially for those 
on fixed incomes. 

16 Please bring in more media/tech options - COX needs competition! 

17 Sounds great! Is there any way to update the notification system easily? I get calls, texts, and 
emails and can’t seem to adjust it. The red alert system is clunky.  

18 Continue investing in green spaces for the next generation. Require craftsman style construction in 
residential historical area. 

19 Make thought out decisions in regards to handicap parking and handicap sidewalks. 

20 Family center 

21 Go-carts, aquarium, lazy river, mini-golf, skating rink 

22 Discovery center for kids 
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Guiding Principle #3: Fiscally Responsible 
 

The City is intentional and transparent in its decisions, serving as 
a conscientious steward of the community’s resources. 

 
 
Big Ideas 
To support this Guiding Principle, we will:  

1. Promote compact and compatible development within appropriate infill locations.  

2. Ensure that the City's growth management policies include best practices for fiscally 
responsible development.  

3. Review opportunities to leverage local assets for economic and quality of life 
improvements.  

4. Support and expand existing business ventures downtown, established commercial 
centers and corridors, and planned commercial areas. 

Share your thoughts on the "Fiscally Responsible" big ideas! 

 

1 Compact development is in direct opposition of keeping a small-town feel. Cramming as many 
houses as you can into a sub-division creates a soulless blight upon our community character. 

2 I like the mom and pop shops we need more of this the city needs to encourage this in Siloam. We 
do nedc some big box  stores but not be overwhelmed with them.  

3 Require development to pay its fair share of infrastructure cost and other cost associated with 
providing municipal services to the new development.   
Stop the leap frog approach to development.  Consider an adequate public facilities ordinance.  
Promote infill rather than green field development.  Preserve some open space around the city to 
ensure Siloam remains and stand alone city. 

4 Please, please look into landscaping and contacting local artists and contractors to restore 
downtown and Siloam in general. Siloam seems to take such great pride in its history, but no 
historical places are restored or respected. The park has stairs that are blocked off instead of 
restored to their proper beauty so people can enjoy them and appreciate the historical properties 
as well. There's a gorgeous house by cafe on Broadway that's just deteriorating when it could be 
used as a place of resources, a historical site for out of towners to visit and gain information, or 
even a place to have the city counsel.  

5 Of the 3 big ideas none of them address the "intentional and transparent in its decisions"  Please 
address how you intend to be intentional and transparent!  And how does support and expand 
existing business ventures downtown, established commercial centers and corridors and planned 
commercial area fit within that guiding principal? 

6 1. Don't let compact translate into overly dense economic-focused communities that squeeze out 
the green space that is central to Siloam Springs' beauty. 
2. The city's growth management practices are currently a push based system. Sometimes it 
should be acceptable to spread incoming projects over a wider timetable. 
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3. Economic and QOL decisions must be carefully coordinated and balanced. 
4. We can continue to do more (better) in our downtown and adjacent historic areas. 

7 Consider grants to help residents to move towards solar panels. Or have the city put them in public 
spaces and incorporate into our electric system to cut down on costs (and possibly rolling 
blackouts). 

8 In order to support and expand business you have to have a sensible taxation policy. One that 
encourages growth. That alone will encourage new businesses. 

9 I would like to add the idea of making downtown parking spots paid parking. 

10 West 412 needs more lights and increased attention regarding traffic flow.  

11 Sometimes politics and wisdom doesn’t always go hand in hand. I just encourage people to always 
look to see if there’s a better and happier way to do things.  

12 Form based codes would be helpful. Zoning in the downtown area that encourages more tourist 
dollar business's. 

13 Pay employees well so you’re not overpaying to recruit & train just for staff to not be retained 
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Guiding Principle #4: Business Friendly 
 

Siloam Springs supports our local business community and 
attracts a wide variety of employment options. 

 
 
Big Ideas 
To support this Guiding Principle, we will:  

1. Pursue business retention and recruitment efforts that build on existing and emerging 
industry sectors.  

2. Partner with the Siloam Springs School District and local higher education institutions to 
strengthen workforce development programs.  

3. Support the development of a skilled and knowledgeable workforce.  

4. Build a strong and resilient economy that provides a range of employment choices and 
economic opportunities. 

 

Share your thoughts on the "Business Friendly" big ideas! 

1 Publish or feature volunteer opportunities at local non-profit businesses. Especially for kids who 
need volunteer hours to attend Camp War Eagle.  

2 Some locations in town are just dead. The building at 403 US Hwy 412 has been half a dozen 
different business in as many years. The city should buy the land and bulldoze it. Turn it into an 
art installation - this would fit with the goal of serving as a center for arts and culture.  

3 The city needs to train others to have job skills for working today and in the future. also 
strengthening workforce development.  

4 Provide incentives to attract more retail development and reduce the amount of sales tax leakage 
to the bigger cities in NWA. 

5 We have so many talents in the town that could come together and restore downtown, and work 
together to make the rest of Siloam beautiful. We need to work on making places on 412 more 
affordable for local businesses so we don't have chains moving in and making our city less 
unique. Those places on 412 are incredibly overpriced and all it attracts are super chains which 
drive out local talent.  

6 Working with our younger generation to build a better workforce is great but we don't need more 
industry that makes us more of a Fayetteville or Bentonville 

7 1. When I was a local brick and mortar business owner, not once did the city reach out to me or 
offer any kind of support. This still happens. 
2. Our senior graduated and felt ill-equipped to enter the workforce. 
3. Wouldn't be wonderful to partner with an entity such as Workforce Services and offer a 
chamber of commerce type of community jobs center? 
4. Resiliency is the key to building a strong economy. 

8 Provide tax breaks for businesses willing to give back to the community and/or reduce carbon 
footprint 
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9 We need more stores for guys. Clothing stores with good clothes. 

10 See comments above. Government needs to step out and allow the free market to work. Don’t 
pick winners and losers based on politically correct viewpoints. 

11 I agree with all ideas presented. 

12 Utilizing large vacant/available buildings, develop small business/mom &amp; pop business 
centers where these small businesses can have a store front presence or client meeting spaces in 
a professional and safe setting.  

13 We’re becoming a bit of a bedroom community for the 49 corridor, but local industry is such a 
good idea for families. Having parents close makes children feel so safe.  

14 Offer incentives for entrepreneurs and tech driven business at the small business level. 

15 Work to retain and promote small to medium sized businesses 
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Guiding Principle #5: Safe and Healthy 
 

Siloam Springs offers active lifestyle choices and services that 
promote a sense of wellbeing. 

 
Big Ideas 
To support this Guiding Principle, we will:  

1. Ensure that our built environment is accessible for all residents and visitors. 

2. Plan for future recreational amenities to support projected population growth. 

3. Enhance the community's ability to adapt to and recover from economic trends, natural 
and manmade disasters, climate variability, or other challenges.  

4. Provide opportunities for healthy lifestyle choices. 

 

Share your thoughts on the "Safe and Healthy" big ideas! 

1 There are about 15 people in this town who want bike lanes. The other 16,700 either don't care or 
actively oppose them. The board of directors has pushed pro-bicycle resolutions down our throats. 
It does nothing to improve the community. It actively makes it worse. Lets spend the money on the 
parks and trails. Adding the bridge at the bottom of the hill on E. Tahlequah Street is a perfect 
example. It added beauty, utility, and recreation all at once. Look for more opportunities like that 
instead of pushing hollow gestures that look good on paper. 

2 provide information about safe places for citizens  to shelter in adverse conditions  

3 Yes recreation is something we need more of In Siloam we don’t have enough of it. it would be nice 
to have more recreational activities for all ages.  

4 Continue to invest in quality of life improvements.  QofL should be part of  the overall economic 
development goals 

5 Landscaping would make our town more attractive so people would enjoy taking walks over driving. 
We need sidewalks, beautiful trees, flowers, bushes and benches EVERYWHERE around town. 
There should be a safe footpath everywhere. Also, free/affordable local transit is absolute needed. I 
came from a town with about this same population that had a transit system that was $10 a month 
with pre-planned stops. The neighboring town had a transit system for free. This is so needed in 
our town! 

6 If this City was not a "solar desert" because of prior votes by the Board during power outages we 
could have the ability to recover and even sustain ourselves during disasters 

7 I love the new parks and recreational places.  I think we need places for littles to play that are 
indoors for the cold or wet days. 

8 1. I support this 100%. 
2. More than just plan for it, lead and drive it. 
3. This can not be emphasized enough. There are valuable untapped resources for this within our 
community already. 
4. A city recreation center should be considered. 

9 A public rock climbing wall and more exercise stations along trails. 
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10 Allow for privately owned trails and treks. This could help lower the tax burden on your businesses. 
This would encourage business growth, entrepreneurship, and less government. 

11 I agree with all ideas presented. 

12 Stop fast food businesses from building. We need more fun activities for young adults, 

13 Is there a way we can try a tax system that is innovative and supportive of homeowners? One that 
can be an example to the nation? When people can’t keep their family homes because of taxes, its 
incredibly degrading.  

14 Continue to improve connectivity and capitalize on WOKA investment. Toursim dollars are a huge 
potential to off set cost and perhaps enhance street upgrades. 

15 Limit residential development and keep open spaces for local wildlife habitat.  
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Guiding Principle #6: Connected Community 
 

The City is connected physically, culturally, and socially through 
programs, organizations, infrastructure, and shared experiences. 

 
 
Big Ideas 
To support this Guiding Principle, we will:  

1. Maintain on-going coordination and support with the local school district.  

2. Promote pedestrian and bicycle connectivity throughout the community.  

3. Evaluate alternatives for public transportation to increase mobility within and through the 
community. 

 

Share your thoughts on the "Connected Community" big ideas! 

1 Additional or improved connections from Airport Rd into Siloam. Airport Rd itself needs 
improvement.  

2 Please don't waste time and money on bicycle connectivity. It is a waste. Public transportation is 
also a waste. Fayetteville barely has the justification to run the buses from the college into the city. 
Rogers and Bentonville do not have any buss services that I am aware of. We just aren't of the 
size that this idea is worth entertaining. 

3 Repair and create new sidewalks, please!  Many, many people of all ages will benefit from this.   

4 Yes we need to be more bicycle friendly and more connecting trails to schools and people to ride 
to business and the park or pool and for kids to have safe way to ride to school if they want to. 

5 Public transportation is a quality goal; however, the cost of such is likely to be too expensive to 
make a major impact. 

6 Again, please set up affordable transportation.  

7 We do need to meet the transportation needs of those without a car.   

8 Main traffic ways need to be addressed,,,East Main, Hico…10 foot sidewalks are stupid. Main 
corridors need to be at least 3 lanes…. 

9 1. We have not adequately engaged our school district. 
2. I'm not opposed to dedicated bike paths but let's approach it smartly. 
3. Why not an affordable city trolley like some other cities? 

10 Pedestrian Sky Bridge over 412!  

11 Behind the Community Building should begin a "riverwalk" sidewalk all along Sager Creek. 
Continue the walk trail behind the dog park to Benton Street and connect to trail again at John 
Brown. 

12 This makes no sense…  

13 I agree with all ideas presented. 
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14 I want to say thank you for all the care you put into our parks. We have enjoyed them immensely! 
One quiet, hidden group of people who could use a boost is parents of toddlers. All of our parks 
are ungated or on a water way. If there were a park that had all low elements, preferably natural 
ones like stepping stones and hollow logs, no swings, gates with closures out of reach of little 
hands, and a place for exhausted parents to sit and eat with friends would be wonderful. As any 
parent will tell you, having a safe place for those little bodies who require so much attention, would 
also revive parents who can keep an eye on them without worry of them toppling into the water or 
darting across the street.  

15 Continue the connectivity to City Lake and to the south side of town. The connectivity to WOKA 
needs to extend to our connectivity system. 

16 A drive-through to make payments to the City of Siloam Springs 
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Guiding Principle #7: Natural Environment 
 

The City celebrates the natural environment as an essential 
component of Siloam Springs’ unique identity. 

 
 
Big Ideas 
To support this Guiding Principle, we will:  

1. Preserve a natural greenbelt area around the outer edges of the Planning Area to mark 
entryways into Siloam Springs.  

2. Establish greenways and gateways to distinguish the entryways into Siloam Springs.  

3. Encourage development and building practices that reduce negative environmental 
impacts.  

4. Protect our image as a desirable community by enhancing the viewshed along major 
corridors. 

 

Share your thoughts on the "Natural Environment" big ideas! 

1 I strongly agree with these ideas. 

2 Keeping Siloam beautiful and preserve the natural beauty of the ceeek and parks and the park out 
by city lake as well as others in the city.  

3 Buy land to protect the headwaters of Sager Creek and to prevent everything from being 
developed. 

4 YES! Please do! I remember moving here I thought "what an ugly little town" and I realized it was 
because I moved from a place that appreciated landscaping. We can make this town look beautiful 
and it would raise visitors and make residents feel proud as well.  

5 We need to quit building on our natural areas and  cutting down trees. 

6 We moved 3 years ago but raised our family and were very involved in the community for over 20 
years. On a recent visit back last weekend the biggest call out to me was the current growth does 
not allow or seem to factor in green space. Other than the park around the library, it is the same 
park space from 30 years ago. New neighborhoods, high density…where is the green space? I’m 
all for growth, but managed growth. Anyway, not that it matters, but that’s my 2 cents from 
someone who loved Siloam Springs.   
- Adriane Carr 
Past resident for over 30 years 
Past 2term elected representative for District 12, Benton County Quorum Court 
Past business owner 
Past Boards: Chamber, Hospital, Dogwood Festival 

7 I love all these ideas! 

8 1. I agree this is our opportunity to truly go (stay) green! 
2. I'm all for this. 
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3. Please address the stink coming from Simmons. For real this time. 
4. This makes me think about that nasty trailer park near Benton County Tire. 

9 Natural is good and all but the area between Sager Creek and the  walk trail in the park should be 
cleared. 

10 The parks are nice. We have bike trails. Guess I’m missing the point here. 

11 I agree with all ideas presented. 

12 I love greenways. And all the plants that go around businesses. But very few businesses in town 
actually maintain those gardens they put in.  

13 Establish riprian zones and educate staff or subcontract the maintenance of green spaces. 

14 Keep Sager Creek focal point of downtown 
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Guiding Principle #8: Vibrant Downtown 
 

Downtown Siloam Springs celebrates arts and culture, local 
businesses, and the history of the community. 

 
 

Big Ideas 
To support this Guiding Principle, we will:  

1. Preserve the historic charm in and around Downtown Siloam Springs.  

2. Improve parking wayfinding and location services in Downtown. 
 

Share your thoughts on the "Vibrant Downtown" big ideas! 

1 This area has been crippled enough by government intervention. The way the roads were handled 
is awful. Please stop. Let it succeed or thrive on it's own. Work on the areas around downtown, 
(parks, trails, the creek) and let the businesses fend for themselves. 

2 Continue to protect historic areas from encroachment from fencing, view blocking, buildings and 
ammenities 

3 Better parking downtown the angled parking is ok for small cars but a full size truck has a hard time 
parking and driving downtown to close  to road for trucks to drive almost without hitting another 
vehicle.  

4 Continue to invest in downtown 

5 We need to restore historic downtown, not just preserve it. Many of these places are crumbling 
away and no one is doing anything to fix it.  

6 Mount Olive back to 3 lanes, business and demand will handle growth, don’t inhibit.Siloam has 
removed almost every historic structure and replaced with faux. Stop. 

7 1. I like the little historic signs that have been added to the downtown area. Let's do more things 
like this! 
2. I don't think a parking garage will ever be the right solution for our city. 

8 Downtown needs more things to DO other than shop or eat. Pool hall? Game room? If people have 
something to do, they will stick around Downtown for longer durations, which would naturally 
provide greater opportunities to congregate and commune together. Business perks towards those 
types. 

9 Create a riverwalk all along Sager Creek. Buy the Masonic Lodge and repurpose building or land 
(it's ugly) 

10 I agree with all ideas presented. 

11 Parking is still quite problematic in the downtown district.  

12 I know that the city has started asking people to keep up their homes but are businesses asked the 
same? The building beside Siloam Flowers has constantly revolving renters. I know leaks in the 
roof have been a problem in the past. Let’s always do what’s right with compassion! 

13 Enhance funding to Siloam Museum and Main Street. Fund Sager Creek Advisory Committee 
recommendations.  
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	2. Establish greenways and gateways to distinguish the entryways into Siloam Springs.
	3. Encourage development and building practices that reduce negative environmental impacts.
	4. Protect our image as a desirable community by enhancing the viewshed along major corridors.
	Share your thoughts on the "Natural Environment" big ideas!



	Guiding Principle #8: Vibrant Downtown
	Downtown Siloam Springs celebrates arts and culture, local businesses, and the history of the community.
	Big Ideas
	To support this Guiding Principle, we will:
	1. Preserve the historic charm in and around Downtown Siloam Springs.
	2. Improve parking wayfinding and location services in Downtown.
	Share your thoughts on the "Vibrant Downtown" big ideas!




