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Welcome to the latest edition of Voisins Voices!

This edition includes our Ambassador Menna Rawlings' video message to British
nationals living in France, a recap of the past month celebrating the Platinum Jubilee and
information on votes for life, UK student visas, forest fires, riptides, crossing the UK-
France border during summer and support available for people experiencing domestic
violence.

Do please forward this to any friends, family, or new acquaintances living in France. To
be added to the distribution list, simply follow this link and fill in the form with your email
address and name.

As always, our online Living in France Guide has the most up to date information.
Whether you have lived in France for many years, or recently arrived - please click on this
link to see more detail and register to be notified of updates.

Welcome 

Menna Rawlings' 
Message to UK Nationals

Our Ambassador has recorded a video for UK 
nationals living in France. She touches on what we've 
been doing this past month, her support to the 
British community and upcoming summer holidays. 

You can watch the full video here.

http://eepurl.com/c9wJZL
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/living-in-france
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/living-in-france
https://fb.watch/e2MDgBxWD_/


In June, here at the Embassy we were busy celebrating Her Majesty's Platinum Jubilee,
and we know a number of members of the British community have organised their own
events too – bravo!

We celebrated our annual Queen's Birthday Party, showcasing the best of the UK in
terms of food, music and entertainment. 
You can look at our recap video here and at the pictures from the night here.

In a special ceremony dedicated to the Queen, President Emmanuel Macron and Her
Majesty's Ambassador to France, Dame Menna Rawlings, rekindled the flame at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, at the Arc de  Triomphe, displaying the deep bonds of
friendship between the UK and France as we joined together to mark this historic
occasion.

We also welcomed 64 British companies to the Ambassador’s residence for our So
British showcase, which presented the best of the UK’s innovation to hundreds of
visitors.

And we welcomed 300 British nationals for a Great British Tea Party in our garden
with our good friend Paddington. We would like to thank everyone for joining us for such
a heart-warming event and we hope to see many of you soon for more events
celebrating the British community in France! 

Follow us on social media to be the first to hear about other opportunities to visit the
Residence.

The Queen's Platinum Jubilee 

https://twitter.com/UKinFrance/status/1533094611735957507
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ukinfrance/albums/72177720299663142


Dame Menna Rawlings, the UK’s first female ambassador to France, talks to
Connexion about Jubilee preparations, British residency rights, migrants and
President Macron.

The Jubilee must be an important occasion for UK-France links?
It certainly is, and, firstly, the connections between Her Majesty the Queen and France
are incredible. She made her first unaccompanied visit at 22 in 1948 before she was
Queen. 
We have brilliant photos of her at the British Ambassador’s Residence, walking down the
street with crowds waving out of windows and balconies.
She speaks fluent French, having learnt as a girl, has made 13 official visits including five
‘state’ ones, and is thought to have visited in total 30-40 times.
She represents the longevity and continuity of the relationship despite ups and downs
over the years. 
She has known 10 French presidents and there’s huge affection for her in France.
Everywhere I go people want to know how she’s doing so it’s a great moment to
celebrate.

How will you be marking it?
We have the Red Arrows performing at Le Touquet [editor’s note: this was on May 28],
and our Queen’s Birthday Party (QBP) on June 1, the annual moment when we celebrate
our nation and our Queen.
We’ve not been able to do it since 2019 and I want to make sure it’s sparkly and special
this time.
Our team created a ‘virtual’ online version last year, but it will be nice to have a proper
party and invite the full range of French contacts and key people from the British
community.  
The next day, the French government has offered a ravivage at the Arc de Triomphe, to
relight the eternal flame at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. I will be involved, but it will
be led by our defence team.
It will be a sombre but positive moment, remembering the shared sacrifices over her
reign and the close relationship. I hope people will come.
We are also planning a Great British Tea Party for the British community on June 21. 
It will be in the gardens of the Residence and really traditional. There have been
community picnics in the past so it will be fantastic as not everyone can come to the
QBP.

Menna Rawlings Interview With Connexion
Published on 3 June 2022



Then, on June 23-24, there will be a Platinum Showcase in the Residence, led by our
international trade team, showing the best of British design, innovation, business, start-
ups… aimed at the business community and in partnership with the Franco-British
Chamber of Commerce and Industry and big British companies, or French companies
with an interest in the UK.
That’s the full sweep of events and we’re super-excited. 
I’m sure there will also be plenty of live Jubilee coverage from the UK that people can
watch. 
The D-Day anniversary is also coming up around the same time so I will be at the British
Normandy Memorial and commemorative activities.
It will be busy but it’s an amazing couple of weeks for the UK in France.

Has the Normandy Memorial been a success since opening last year?
It is moving and impressive and the fact it was delivered during Covid is fantastic. 
The downside was there couldn’t be a big ceremony. 
My predecessor, Ed Llewellyn, presided over an amazing event, but it was largely virtual
in terms of veteran participation. 
Sadly, we are in a declining era in terms of getting them over, but it’s an opportunity we
want to take. 
It is striking it took until now to have a British memorial, so it’s a credit to Ed and the
memorial trust team, with support from the Elysée and French government.

We have been talking to a French boy who loves the Queen and understand he
will feature on the Embassy’s Instagram
It’s great. I think it’s an example in microcosm of that wider affection I was talking about
and it’s good to know a new generation is still interested in our countries’ relationship
and has affection for the Queen.

Looking back on your last months, it must have been a hectic time?
Yes, there has been so much going on. 
The autumn was challenging with the Aukus submarines announcement and issues
around fishing licences, which are now largely resolved.
Then we had the tragedy of a small boat going down in the Channel with the loss of 27
lives. 
We cooperate closely with the French and they do an enormous amount of good work
but the volume of people trying to cross is an ongoing concern. 
More discussions are underway now we have a newly [re-]elected president. 
There are asylum routes for those genuinely fleeing conflicts but we also feel if people
are in a safe country they don’t necessarily need to go to the UK. 
We want to stop people risking their lives in the Channel. 
Some 28,000 arrived in the UK last year and the French stopped another 24,000. 



Some 28,000 arrived in the UK last year and the French stopped another 24,000. 
Those numbers are not sustainable and those benefiting are gangs of traffickers.
Ukraine has also shot up our agenda and has been an important reminder of the values
we share with France, our shared perspectives on the importance of democracy and
freedom, and ensuring Ukraine succeeds and Putin fails.
That has brought us back together.

Is it too early to comment on Mr Macron’s idea for a new European political
community?
It is early days and we need to look at exactly what he is proposing, but we are all looking
at how we can build stronger coalitions of what our foreign secretary calls ‘the network
of liberty’ – countries like the UK and France that value freedom, tolerance and equality. 
Our ideas might not all be the same, but we share core values. 
Some things in the international system need to shift to sustain our way of life and
global influence.
I must add that I have now travelled all over the country and am on track to visit all of
the regions in my first year.
I’ve loved getting out and meeting people from different walks of life, from business,
culture and prefectures, not least to bang the drum on British residence rights. 
I find a lot of positivity about UK-France relations and enthusiasm for working more
closely. 
I find willingness to do the best they can, notably so everyone receives their WA
residency card, which has now largely been achieved, with 165,000 people having
received cards.

Where do people still need help?
It is things like lost paperwork or where an appointment was not received and was
missed – but our team say it’s a tiny proportion and usually the prefecture has a positive
attitude to resolve them.
And with the Ministry of the Interior, the goodwill to fix things is there.
The overall picture has been positive. 
I’m proud of the role the Embassy has played because it’s important to us to keep
support in the British community. 
We recognise it has been hard and people felt frustration and concern. 
We recently hosted the British Community Committee and they and other groups have
done an amazing job. They are a critical partner for us and will be going forward. 
I am keen to work more closely with community groups, not just to grapple with difficult
issues, but to celebrate the strength of our culture in all its forms in different parts of
France, such as the collaboration in Brittany between the Welsh national orchestra and
opera, and events at the Residence for St David’s or St Andrew’s Day.



Are you in contact with the French Embassy in London on visas and is there
news on flexibility on the 90-day rule for second-home owners?
Yes, we have contact about visas with the Interior Ministry here and links with the
embassy. 
We have a good and open dialogue when problems come up.
On the 90 days, I’m aware of it but it reflects the EU rule and it just happens that our rule
in the UK is different. 
Over time, mobility between Britain and France is something I want to focus on, to make
it easy to keep moving and working between the UK and France. 
I was in Australia until 2019 and there are schemes there for young Brits to do two-year
working holidays.

To mark her 70 years on the throne, President Macron shared a message dedicated to
Her Majesty the Queen.

He said: " To celebrate her is to honour the deep and sincere friendship between our
countries".

You can watch the full speech here.

President Emmanuel Macron Jubilee Message

https://twitter.com/UKinFrance/status/1532287185642299394
https://twitter.com/UKinFrance/status/1532287185642299394


enabling overseas electors to remain on the register for longer with an absent vote
(postal or proxy) arrangement in place
extending the registration period for overseas electors from one year to up to three
years
introducing an online absent vote application service
an enhanced postal vote system for overseas electors in GB constituencies

The Act will make it easier for expats to participate by:

Changes to the franchise for overseas electors are expected to be delivered ahead of
polls in spring 2024, alongside the changes to the length of absent vote arrangements
and alignment of absent vote applications with declaration renewals. Individuals will
apply to register at the last address at which they were registered, or, if they were never
registered, at the last address at which they were resident.

Read more on this new policy.

Votes for Life 

The Elections Act 2022 passed into law on 28 April.
The Act includes provisions for removing the 15-year rule and
extends the franchise for UK Parliamentary Elections to all British
citizens living overseas who have been previously registered or
resident in the UK.

Summer Travel

If you're planning on traveling this summer, please be aware that the coming weeks are
likely to see an increase in traffic between the UK and France on trains, planes, ferries
and the Channel Tunnel, which could lead to delays at certain times. 

Industrial action in France and resource constraints of travel operators could also cause
further disruption. 

Before travelling, you should check for the latest information with your travel operator or
airline, including their advice on how early you should arrive at the terminal or airport to
check in. 

Where possible, you should make sure you have a confirmed booking before you travel
and ensure you are fully prepared for your trip, including for the possibility of delays,
with enough food and water.

Read more on our France Travel Advice.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/overseas-electors-delivering-votes-for-life-for-british-expatriates
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/france


Current passport/travel documentation
Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies (CAS) reference number

Proof of English language proficiency. This could be an IELTS test (other tests are
accepted too)
Proof that you can pay for your course fees and maintenance for one academic year.
The amount will depend on your personal circumstances.
Consent from a parent or guardian if under 18
Copies of your education certificates
TB test certificate
ATAS certificate (course dependent)

Planning on studying in the UK? 

British Passport holders retain the right to return to live and study in the UK at any point
in future. However, if you know any people without British nationality wishing to take up
studies in the UK, this is relevant for them.

UK Visas and Immigration strongly recommend that students apply for their visa as early
as possible as decisions are taking four weeks to process. We receive high levels of
applications in August so you should start to prepare and submit your application from
now.

If you are waiting for your CAS reference number, you can prepare your supporting
documents in the meantime.

You will need:

Depending on your personal circumstances and where you are applying from, you may
also need:

To learn more, check out this video and visit: https://www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply.

Student Visas

https://www.gov.uk/tb-test-visa/countries-where-you-need-a-tb-test-to-enter-the-uk?fbclid=IwAR3OOfFgGuj0x-HBpNtw6lzh-qWdoXsHZDrdXK6bduJ_SXBpPC-1WLsARTk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/academic-technology-approval-scheme?fbclid=IwAR0wJy2COL2NSuKccR84Bf0Al7HXyhodc13YqBP2FCAkK1oqgrV4DkKwALE#student-visitors
https://fb.watch/e2gTGTm5T8/
https://www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply
https://www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply


Beware of dangerous beach currents, these can be very powerful – learn to spot a
riptide 
Use beaches with lifeguards where possible 
Always check warning flags and signage on the beach and only swim where it is
permitted 
Follow local security advice found on the local authorities website 

Forest fires can occur anywhere in southern France during the summer months but
especially along the Mediterranean coast and in Corsica. In recent years, fires have
become more frequent due to drought and high temperatures.

French Authorities may evacuate areas and close roads for safety reasons. If you’re
staying in a high-risk area you should familiarise yourself with the local safety and
emergency procedures, be vigilant and follow the advice of local authorities.

Information on how to stay safe is available on the French Government website.

If you are caught in, or witness, a wild fire, call the emergency services on 18 or 112.

If you are planning on a beach holiday on the Atlantic coast this summer, make sure you
Swim Safe: 
  

Read more on France Travel Advice.

Be Aware of Forest Fires and Riptides

https://www.gironde.gouv.fr/Politiques-publiques/Securite/Securite-sanitaire/Prevention-baignade-en-mer
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/en/forest-fires-and-wildfires?fbclid=IwAR0a5fX3WU_TxvwysnvrRLnMMAjaTRT7A8JNE-bcBLeRo8EjB_ypIH3MWSA
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/france/natural-disasters?fbclid=IwAR2CNm9ts5Noojc0naxkV0OOw-rUavp05Dha4J0KWjK2EKBMuE5mlv7b8z0


Healthcare While You Travel

Make sure to check that you have your 
healthcare covered before you travel!

If you make social security contributions in France, you should be entitled to a
France-issued European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) and should carry this with you
when travelling. 

All EU-issued EHICs remain valid for necessary care when visiting the UK and other EU
Member States. We still recommend taking out comprehensive travel insurance when
travelling, including health cover, as an EHIC does not cover certain things such as
repatriation. Click here more information on getting a French EHIC. 

If your healthcare is covered by the UK, you should be entitled to a Global Health
Insurance Card (GHIC). Existing UK-issued EHICs also remain valid for necessary care
when visiting EU Member States until the expiration date on the card. They do not need
to be replaced immediately. Once it expires, it can be replaced with a new GHIC issued
by the UK. Please also share this message with any visiting friends or family from the UK
to France.

Check out this video to learn more on how to apply for healthcare in France.

Money, housing, independence
Separation, divorce, child custody
Safety and protection orders
Physical, sexual and mental health
Right to stay in France
Police and justice

This multilingual information portal was created by Women for Women France in
collaboration with 30 experts with the aim of becoming the national reference: it
contains reliable and comprehensible information for French and non-French victims of
domestic violence, regardless of the language they speak and is already available in 16
languages.

It contains 90 practical guides that respond in a clear and precise manner to concrete
concerns in the following areas:

Support for Victims of Domestic Violence

https://www.ameli.fr/paris/assure/adresses-et-contacts/lobtention-dun-document/commander-une-carte-europeenne-dassurance-maladie-ceam
https://www.facebook.com/ukinfrance/videos/827706777967650
https://www.womenforwomenfrance.org/fr/


Living in France Guide: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/living-in-france
France Travel Advice: https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/france
Sign up to the Business Newsflash: bit.ly/WeeklyNewsflash
French government website: www.brexit.gouv.fr
Healthcare in France: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/healthcare-in-france-
including-martinique-and-guadaloupe
NHS advice on planning healthcare abroad: https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-
nhs/healthcare-abroad/moving-abroad/planning-your-healthcare/
If you use social media, do also follow us on Facebook @ukinfrance and on Twitter
@BritishinFrance.

Please visit the webpages below for more information. The links and contact details
can signpost you in the right direction and also connect you to those who can provide
support or offer help with technical matters if you need it.

Key websites:

Useful Links to Additional Guidance or
Support

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/living-in-france
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/france
https://bit.ly/WeeklyNewsflash?fbclid=IwAR1iLTXzgSpJkEXvLFaNAHuACRKwR7mJxiAreTyhezvJjFaMI-Ah3OHEl8k
https://brexit.gouv.fr/sites/brexit/accueil.html
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/healthcare-in-france-including-martinique-and-guadaloupe
https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/healthcare-abroad/moving-abroad/planning-your-healthcare/
https://www.facebook.com/ukinfrance
https://twitter.com/home

