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DO YOU KNOW WHERE YOUR  
LANGUAGE CAME FROM? 

 
 

INTRO + VIDEO: Consider the origin of your native language. Where did he appear 
from? What are his connections? How did it evolve? 
 
How Indo-European Languages Evolved 
https://youtu.be/KdQwalCPNAs 

 
 
VIDEO: How languages evolve - Alex Gendler | TED-Ed 
https://youtu.be/iWDKsHm6gTA 
 
What does it mean for two languages to be related? 

A. They are spoken in the same country or region 
B. They are written in the same alphabet 
C. They evolved from the same older language 

 
What is a proto-language? 

A. A very primitive language 
B. The earliest known ancestor of a group of related languages 
C. A basic form of a language as spoken by people learning it 

 
Which of these words are most likely to be borrowed from another language? 

A. Words for family members 
B. Pronouns 
C. Words for plants and animals 

 
What is the difference between a language and a dialect? 

A. There is no defined cutoff point 
B. Dialects are always mutually understandable 
C. A language must have official status in at least one country 
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Which is NOT a reason for linguistic divergence? 
A. Migration and encountering different groups and environments 
B. Political and historical events 
C. Different brain structure among different groups of people 

 
Answer the questions below: 
 
- Why are words that sound similar and have similar meanings not enough to establish a 

relation between languages? 
 

- What are some reasons that it’s impossible to give an exact number for how many different 
languages there are? 
 

- What can linguistics teach us about the history and culture of ancient peoples? 
 
 
ARTICLE: New language boom by Chris Cotter. 
 
People learn languages all the time, and for all kinds of reasons. You're doing it now, and 
you probably have different reasons than your classmates for acquiring English. But how 
about creating an entirely new language from scratch? 
 

There's been a boom in made-up languages, driven in part by exposure to the epic "Lord 
of the Rings," as well as other science fiction and fantasy fare. The trend has also been fueled 
as more and more people venture online. Websites, discussion boards, and chat 
rooms abound on building languages, sharing languages, or ones seeking collaborators. 
The fabrication of new languages is no longer restricted to Star Trek fanatics and Esperanto 
speakers. 

To create a language takes time and tenacity. An invented language requires a lot more 
than simply replacing existing words with invented ones. There's rhythm and intonation to 
consider -- just how does the language sound when spoken? If invented for non-humans in 
a movie or book, how does physiology affect the language? Similarly, how does it represent 
the culture? Then there are grammar rules, too, such as masculine and feminine nouns or 
verbs, word order, or the use of irregular verbs. Even a relatively simple language can take 
years to develop and refine. 

Yet invented languages don't have the sticking power of naturally evolved languages, 
such as English, French, or Japanese. The exception, perhaps, is Esperanto, which has roughly 
two million speakers. The language was created in the 19th century to give humanity an 
easily learned, common language for international use. As for the made-up languages 
invented nowadays, there are an infinite number of reasons behind their creation. Some do 
it as a hobby, others as a way to relax, and some just like the challenge. 
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COMPREHENSION: Answer whether the sentence is true or false. If false, 
correct the sentence. 
 
T / F People learn languages for many different reasons. 
T / F Only the Internet has raised people's interest in creating languages. 
T / F It's relatively easy to create a new language. 
T / F Esperanto has more than one million speakers worldwide. 
T / F People create languages for many different reasons. 
 
INFOGRAPHIC: A world of languages. All the world languages in one 
visualization, by native speakers. Look at the infographic and collect ideas. 
 
 
 

 


