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Contrasting Times
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was
the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of light, it was the season of darkness, it
was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair.”
The opening sentence of “A Tale of Two Cities”, Charles Dickenson. 1858.
Dickenson’s insightful words seem timeless. As more contagious viruses threaten a third pandemic wave in the
wake of a rush to vaccinate everyone, we can only hope that the despairs of winter are behind us and the
promises of spring lay ahead. The pandemic has touched us all in different ways. For some it has been the
worst of times and for others, opportune. A time to be remembered by the indelible marks it has left.

The Big Pivot
After decades of global thumb twiddling, the world finally seems poised to pivot. Some countries are
well advanced in “the pivot” while countries like Canada and the US are finally advancing steps to
move towards a carbon neutral economy through COVID response stimulus spending. Cities are also
jumping on the bandwagon by pledging to achieve net-zero by 2050. This time the pivot is supported
by economics. Going green is now viewed as the best economic option moving forward. But how we
turn these nice words into actions and exactly what a net zero world might look like, 30 years hence,
are still open-ended questions. We use this Newsletter to delve into this a little deeper.
To be clear committing to a net zero economy is not like committing to a pandemic lockdown. But
elements of our pandemic response may end up being woven into a net zero world. The pandemic has
given us an opportunity to slow down and evaluate alternative lifestyles. It has given us a new
perspective on what is possible.
The pivot to a green economy is a shift to an economic long game. Think of our consumer driven past
as the incandescent lightbulb while a more sustainable future is akin to the LED lightbulb. The old
way promoted cheap, fast options and, even though choices were often inefficient or had a short life
expectancy, we justified favouring cheap throwaway options through short term thinking. The LED
way by contrast is more expensive and requires time to reap the benefits of its higher efficiency and
longer life expectancy. Most net zero options need to be evaluated from this long-term perspective.
The long game will lead us towards concepts and technologies that keep paying dividends over and
over and offer enhanced efficiencies, in time. More responsible spending and improved efficiencies are
fundamental economic goals that now propels the green new wave forward.
But don’t take our word for it. How about the opinion of the former head of the Bank of Canada and
Bank of England, Mark Carney in his 2020 lecture presented on CBC’s IDEAS in February: BBC
Reith Lectures: Mark Carney, Part Three - Ideas (podcast) | Listen Notes

A Pandemic shift in Values. Some Shifts Might be Worth Keeping!
The pandemic has caused many people to view the world in a different light. Before the pandemic
people went about their busy lives like hamsters on a hamster wheel attempting to get ahead. Daily
routines were followed with a sense of normalcy often because that’s just how we’ve always done
things. The pandemic has been like a giant reset button jarring us out of our structured paradigms. It
has awakened us to the sacrifices we were making to live in a fast-paced world. The pandemic has
slowed the pace of life and given people more space to think. To ponder how we coped before the
pandemic and whether all the stresses and sacrifices were really worth it.
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Yes, pandemic restrictions have been exasperating including our inability to gather with friends and
family. Many have lost their sources of income or have faced major disruptions. But working or
learning from home has freed us to do things we couldn’t previously fit in. More personal time to read
or work out. Going for a run, a walk or taking a hike. You and your pet have likely grown closer while
getting more exercise and fresh air. Perhaps you are eating more wholesome meals because you have
time to plan them in advance. The break from old habits and taking advantage of new found freedoms
has also affected where we choose to live. After decades of smaller communities bleeding population
to larger centers, the attractiveness of large centers has waned. Freed from the tethers of a workplace
or school, people are moving out of expensive and congested locations seeking alternative
surroundings. Their priorities have shifted to seek a less congested and safer setting. All of a sudden
closeness to nature seems like a better idea. Places……like North Bay and area.
One pandemic outcome affecting our area, not seen in decades, is growth! North Bay’s population,
stuck at 53,000 for eons (while modest growth has transpired in surrounding communities), may now
be on the rise. In the past, as people moved into our area, as many moved out. North Bay historically
attracted retirees but our youth continuously went abroad seeking higher education or employment.
Now the tides have turned. Those in large centers ready to retire are cashing out and moving our way.
Youth, fed up with the expense of larger centers, probably surviving in meager abodes and most likely
displaced from work or school, are also packing up and moving this way. This has created a steady
stream moving trucks and U-Haul rentals make the trek north and resulted in a real estate crunch. In
2020 the number of houses for sale in our area drastically declined as demand exhausted supply and
pushed prices higher. North Bay’s #1 ranking in one-way U-Haul drop-offs was for all of Canada! The
all-roads lead to North Bay conclusion of property sales and U-Haul drop-offs during the pandemic can
only lead to one conclusion: we appear to be in the midst of a growth spurt! Whether it’s primarily
driven by retirees seeking a retirement home or youth seeking safer and more affordable places to live
(spurred on by Mayor Al Mac Donald’s #livehere north bay tweets); it’s too soon to tell.
Growth leads to opportunities and problems. Many might argue that growth problems are problems
we’d like to have. Growth means more money in the pot to support the economy and more people
contributing to the local tax base. It also leads to faster degradation of infrastructure and more demand
for services. Growth may present an opportunity to address some historic problems. Such as the
revival of our downtown. Maybe we can take a page out of the pandemic play book and use it as an
opportunity to hit the reset button and try something new. Time has illustrated that perpetuating the
same old strategies has not been effective. The pandemic may be casting the final kiss of death on our
downtown, but it also may create the blank canvas needed to try bold new approaches. Using growth
to grow ever wider while ignoring problems in our core would be irresponsible.
The cores of most northern communities are trapped in 1970’s thinking. In the 1970’s main core issues
were getting rid of railway obstructions and finding more parking. Cores of most northern Ontario
communities were built around railways and as railways declined so did community centers. North Bay
has been as progressive as any to reclaim rail lands and eliminate obstructions but efforts have not
reversed downtown decay. Many strategies have been tried but nothing seems to work.
Perhaps we might look Sudbury’s way for ideas. In the midst of a pandemic, Sudbury has completed a
prophetic feat. Sponsored by the McKeown School of Architecture, a contest was initiated in 2020 to
help Sudbury reimagine what their downtown could look like by 2050. The focus was on its core and
achieving net zero by 2050 (which Greater Sudbury has adopted as a community strategy) was only a
small part of the task. North Bay could learn much by studying the futuristic concepts this contest
generated for Sudbury’s center. This has helped them contemplate what their build back better might
look like. You might even raise an eyebrow at the winning ideas!
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The winning design for downtown Sudbury entitled “seve” (translated sap or lifeblood) presents a bold new vision for reaching Net Zero by 2050

The winning concept submitted by Collectif Escargo of Montreal (Karyna St-Pierre, Julie Parenteau,
Emilie Labrousse and Pierre-Yves Diehl) can only be described as organic! Instead of planning for
bricks and mortar; a more equitable net zero Sudbury portrays impervious surfaces, plant life, spaces to
grow food and spaces people would want to linger in. Above, former rail lands are transformed into
passive open spaces that deemphasizes the built environment. Below a stark parking area is reimagined.

Land near Sudbury’s downtown arena, dedicated primarily to parking, is transformed into a boreal forest with modest bricks and mortar.

The prime objective of the winning design is to restore the downtown as the rightful heart of the city.
The concept openly claws back space to restore “community” functions and elements of the natural
environment; even on the roofs of buildings. The “bustling heart of the city….is natural networks [for]
bicycles and concerted public squares [for] citizens' consultations.”
Sudbury has prided itself on being green by undertaking tree planting in the barren countryside that
surrounds it. But the goal of the 2050 winning concept is to create an urban forest in the heart of the
City. The entire south end of Sudbury’s core, which is primarily taken up by public parking that serves
a downtown arena, is prime real estate that Sudbury wants to redevelop. Sudbury’s vision, still rooted
in the 1970’s, is to move the arena out of the core and to redevelop the arena site and its parking area
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Junction Creek, currently piped through the core in a storm sewer, is unearthed in 2050 to create a central feature in a pluralistic setting

with a traditional built environment. This perpetuates past (possibly elitist) thinking which has led to
the core’s decline. The 2050 winning concept, instead, prioritizes urban greening. That may seemingly
not look good on the balance sheets for municipal coffers but it helps to achieve the goal of making a
carbon neutral and more equitable core attractive for people to live and recreate there. A 2050 world
eliminates cars by putting all of the amenities people desire (to enjoy a quality life) at their doorsteps.
The acid test is to contemplate: “Is this somewhere I would want to live?” Perhaps North Bay should
strive to make its core attractive enough that people would actually want to live there!

Current

2050 summer

2050 Winter

2050 net zero thinking escapes the folly’s of catering to cars and promotes a world you explore by bike or on
foot.
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East Ferris Residents Look to Municipality for Answers

Algonquin Land Claim Settlement Parcels in East Ferris Township spurs Public Reaction (the claim for Camp Island has been withdrawn)

Residents of East Ferris living near Algonquins of Ontario land claim settlement parcels have pressed their
municipality to come clean on what they know about land claim negotiations and to explain how privatization of
crown land potentially leading to its development fits in with the Municipality’s “vision” for affected
neighbourhoods. The Algonquin Land Claim has been around for decades. The latest attempt to resolve it
started in 2012. Recent negotiations have been carried out under the guise of confidentiality agreements leaving
the public out of the loop and in a quandary as to exactly what is happening. A new supplemental evaluation
document released to the public this past fall was a meager attempt to update the public on the status of the
settlement after an Agreement-in-Principle was worked out in 2017. New documentation shows that
negotiations continue to allow more land and money to be added to the settlement package. Most East Ferris
residents found out about the review from other residents or from the TLCA alerting its members. So far, the
“public consultation” has been relatively low key. No new settlement lands have been added in East Ferris but
updated documents reinflamed concerns expressed in 2017. The inflammation was prompted by a complete
disregard for comments and concerns East Ferris residents expressed in 2017. Public responses to land claim
settlement parcels have seemingly had no bearing on Ontario negotiators who in essence have opened the vault
door to government coffers, stood back and gestured “help yourself”.
To be fair, Algonquins have been pursuing claims over unceded lands in the lower Ottawa valley for more than a
century. The most recent efforts were started by the Algonquins of Golden Lake in 1983 after which nine other
Ontario Algonquin communities have joined in. A resolution to this claim should be welcomed by anyone
owning property in the affected area to discharge potential legal claims against their property (all settlement
lands in the proposed Agreement-in-Principle are held by the Crown). The Agreement-In-Principle reached in
2017, identified $300 million and the transfer of approximately, but not be less than, 117,500 acres of Provincial
Crown Land to the Algonquins. The current federal government is actively pursuing land claims across the
country and would like to settle as many as they can. Where the current Ontario government stands on this issue
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is anyone’s guess. Their Ontario negotiators soldier on, on behalf of what seemingly is a disinterest government
in charge, who are clearly being out negotiated by the Algonquins.
Todd Wilcox, who has agreed to join the TLCA Board of Directors, made a presentation to the East Ferris
Council on January 12th 2021 seeking clarity on what is happening with the land claim parcels in East Ferris. He
referred to development plans that have been obtained for the settlement parcels near MacPherson Drive and
asked for clarification whether East Ferris was indeed part of the negotiation process. Read more about Todd’s
presentation here. This meeting prompted East Ferris Council to request an information meeting with Ontario
representatives that included Doug Carr, Ontario’s chief negotiator, which was held on Feb 4 2021. Presubmitted questions were answered by the Provincial negotiation team but left people feeling uncertain that
concerns of East Ferris residents were being respected or represented at the negotiating tables. The media
coverage for this meeting can be viewed here.
The supplemental Environmental Evaluation Report did add new settlement parcels in North Bay including the
provincially surplused MNRF building (and cold storage building across from the Canoe Club) at the corner of
Lakeside and Trout Lake Road and a settlement parcel on the north shore of High Lake. No formal actions have
taken place regarding these new parcels in North Bay that we are aware of.

Confusion over the East End of Trout Lake
Here is what the Algonquin Land Claim thinks is the east end of Trout Lake:
“In 1994 the Ministry of the Environment and Energy recognized the outlet of Trout Lake as the line
corresponding to Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) 634,000 metres east (grid zone 18T).
This location is a natural constriction at the east end of Trout Lake. The reach between this location and the
Narrows (inlet to Turtle Lake) is more riverine than lacustrine, has a very shallow morphometry (<2 metres)
and is considered a flowing system (the Mattawa River). The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, in
their publication Data Capture Specification for Hydrographic Features, also identify this location as the
outflow of Trout Lake and this reach as the Mattawa River (MNRF 2011).”
Source: Lakeshore Capacity Assessment Trout Lake (no author, no date) completed as part of the Algonquin
Land Claim assessment. We note that none of the justifications presented are scientifically supported.

The Province maintains that East Ferris settlement parcels east of the end of MacPherson Dr front on the Mattawa River or Turtle Lake
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New Lexicons in a Covid-19 World
We rarely needed to use terms like “social distancing” or “asymptomatic” or “bubble” or “community spread” in
regular discussions before the pandemic. A whole new lexicon of words and phrases have been popularized or
coined to describe events or circumstances, now commonplace, because of the pandemic. Some are developed
to describe thing we didn’t have words for before and some have been developed to add a bit of levity to what
otherwise has been a grueling time for many. Let’s explore some of the new concepts now mainstreaming or
gaining in popularity.
Super-Spreader – A highly contagious person capable of transmitting the virus to a large population
Cluster - A collection of Covid-19 cases occurring in the same location
Long Hauler – A person who experiences long term effects after recovering from an initial Covid-19 infection
Coronaspeak – Slang made up during the pandemic that would have been meaningless before it started
Coronacoaster – Mood swings from the ups and downs of the pandemic over the last year or so.
Coronacation – Getting paid to be off of work and having nothing to do and nowhere to go.
WFH – Short for work-from-home.
Footshake – A foot bump handshake similar to an elbow bump used in greeting another person
Blursday – The inability to keep track time while trapped at home due to a breakdown of regular structure that
helps define days of the week or distinguishes weekdays from days on the weekend.
Coronials – The name given to children born during the pandemic
Quaranteen – Teenagers trapped at home during the pandemic
Zumped – Being dumped from a Zoom session or videoconference

TLCA Revegetation Program still tentative for 2021
The TLCA holds its revegetation day each year in late May. We give away 1- to 2-year-old bare root trees to
members and encourage them to plant them on their property. A vegetative buffer around the lake provides
aesthetic and environmental benefits for the lake and creates habitat for wildlife. The TLCA has undertaken this
program for more than 30 years, except for last year when we opted to cancel it after just coming out of a
lockdown. We are hopeful we will be able to provide this program once more this year. We have tentatively
scheduled it for May 22, 2021 to be held at 135 West Peninsula starting at 9 am. We are hoping to offer similar
species as in previous years which includes red and white pine, white spruce, red maple, redosier dogwood and
elderberry. We are also considering blue spruce. We will provide an update at the end of April when we can get
a better read as to whether gathering restrictions are still suggested.
Stay tuned.
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The TLCA has two major issues it is currently following. One, with coverage in this NL, is the
Algonquin Land Claim. The other is the contamination of Trout Lake with Perfluoroalkyl and
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) which is leaching from the North Bay Airport. We have been
obtaining monitoring data from upper levels of government and are following the growing scientific
body of work attempting to define safe exposure limits to PFAS chemicals found in Trout Lake. PFOS
is reaching Trout Lake via Lees Creek and is entering the City’s water intake as well as the intakes of
private residences. It is also bioaccumulating in Trout Lake fish which now have consumption
restrictions. Out-of-date Canadian standards for PFAS chemicals are masking the threat contamination
is posing to the public. We hope to increase public awareness of this problem with support from other
local environmental organizations once the pandemic is behind us. We wish to see risks properly
explained to the public, appropriate protection measures put in place and clean up, if necessary, carried
out at the North Bay Airport and on CFB North Bay property.
We continue to follow these and other issues and will communicate findings as details are discovered.

Your TLCA 2021 Executive is listed below!
Anthony Falconi
Peter Bullock
Lois Filion
Liza Vandermeer
Todd Myra
Shirley Ferron
Cathy Conrad
Todd Wilcox
Vacant

President / Marketing / Land Use 705-492-8468
VP /Membership /Newsletter /Revegetation 705-471-6244
Treasurer/Revegetation 705-476-9665
Water Quality 705-474-9254
Fisheries / Public Education 705-499-0357
705-752-3086
Secretary 705-476-0919
705-491-0040

thefalconbird@gmail.com
peter_bullock@live.ca
jmlois@gmail.com
liza.vandermeer@gmail.com
plumber@vianet.ca
shirley.ferron@gmail.com
lefty.cathy@hotmail.com
toddwilcox2017@gmail.com

Please support our sponsors!
About the TLCA
The TLCA is a not-for-profit, incorporated association whose goal is to protect and improve (where
possible) the ecosystems of the Trout Lake watershed. The Association’s newsletter (the TLCA
NEWS) is published quarterly at the beginning of each new season. All executive positions are strictly
voluntary. Give our President, Anthony Falconi, a call if you have concerns or can spare a couple of
hours now and again to help out.
Enjoy reading the TLCA NEWS? Please consider submitting Articles or Photos to the TLCA
NEWS and share your knowledge and experiences. Send submissions to: tlca.northbay@gmail.com
Editor: Peter Bullock. Please feel free to pass this “TLCA News” on to other family members, friends
and neighbours.
Write to us at:
Trout Lake Conservation Association
Association de Conservation de Trout Lake
P.O. Box 1462
North Bay, ON P1B 8K6

