
 

SERMON SERIES DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 



SUGGESTIONS FOR STUDY 
1) Begin with prayer. Below are examples of prayers appropriate for personal study time and 
small group use. Your small group may want to consider using Living Room Liturgy by Winfield 
Bevins, Seedbed Publishing 2020. 

Personal prayer-   Father God, help me to know the wonderful things you have freely given 
me through your Son, Jesus Christ. I listen now for his voice as I look to the Scriptures and 
study. Jesus grant me a spirit of wisdom and revelation so that I will serve and love well. Holy 
Spirit, teach me and help me to live by faith that I may bring all glory to God. Thank you for 
teaching me to do what is good and leading me in the way I should go. May your Word be a 
lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path. Amen. 

Small group prayer-   Dear Lord, you created us for relationship and community. The earliest 
Christians devoted themselves to the breaking of bread and prayer, to the apostles’ teaching 
and reflection on your word, they ate together with glad and sincere hearts, and served those 
who were in need.  We thank you for the gift of this small group fellowship. May we grow 
together by following their examples of mutual prayer, support, and encouragement. Unite us 
together in the bonds of this fellowship and use our small group as a means of grace that we 
may draw closer to you. Amen. 

2) Watch/ listen to the sermon again prior to your study or meeting. 

3) Read the suggested text in preparation for the meeting.  Consider reading in several different 
Bible versions (suggestion- use https://www.biblegateway.com to access other versions).  Are 
there nuances that help you to see different things in the text? 

4) Consider reading the suggested text aloud at your small group meeting. 

5) Important questions to consider:  What is the context of this scripture?    What was happening 
at the time in which the scripture was written?   How does this passage relate to our world now? 

6) Utilize your Bible Study Notes if you have a study Bible.  Compare notes from different group 
members Bible versions.  Some may be very text specific; others may provide good cross 
references and others may be more application oriented. 

7) Consult a biblical commentary or trusted website for additional insight or guidance if you desire 
a more in-depth understanding or if you are unsure. 

8) Encourage everyone to participate and be respectful of your group members.  Try not to dominate 
the conversation. 

9) Practice confidentiality. Never share personal thoughts or struggles of other group members. 

10) End your personal study or small group time with a prayer thanking God for what has been 
learned and close with the Lord’s Prayer. 

https://www.biblegateway.com


  
Week 1 
Text: John 20:1-2, 11-16, 24-29 
Topic(s): Deepening Our Faith 
Core Value(s): Learning, Mission (Discipleship) 
Main Idea: We must recognize the barriers to our belief and use our experience to 
enhance the faith experience of others 
Deeper Dive: Exodus 25:17-22; Hebrews 9:5 Symbolism of the angels in the tomb 

Bible Study Ques8ons: 

1. Why do you think God had angels inside the empty tomb to greet Mary on 
Resurrection morning? Why was Mary weeping? Why did the angels not 
announce the resurrection? (see Luke 24:5-7) 

2. Why do you think Mary did not recognize Jesus on the road away from the 
tomb? What caused her to finally see the man on the road was Jesus? 
How did Mary’s grief play a part in her reactions in this part of the story? 

3. Thomas too, does not believe it when he sees Jesus. Why do you think he 
also refuses to believe? 

4. This part of the story is often told with Thomas’ doubt as the main point. 
What if the main point is really the “abundant grace of Jesus who meets 
Thomas’ demands point for point in order to move him to faith”? Does this 
make the story a richer one? Why or why not? 

Discussion Ques8ons: 

1. What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2. Have you experienced doubt when all of the evidence seems to point to 

the facts of the situation? Explain and discuss. 
3. How does fear and /or grief place roadblocks in our way along our faith 

journey? Does sharing these experiences bring us closer to those on that 
road of faith with us? How? 

4. How can church become a place where we listen, offer ourselves and our 
experiences and help us and others to overcome roadblocks so that our 
faith might be strengthened? 

5. How can we pray for you? 



  
Week 2 
Text: John 21:1-14 
Topic(s): Jesus Appears to the Disciples Again 
Core Value(s): Learning, Fellowship, Mission 
Main Idea: Jesus Teaches A New Lesson 
Deeper Dive:  

Bible Study Ques8ons: 

1. Why is Jesus not recognized until He either performs a miracle (nets full of 
fish) or speaks? Identify the roadblock to the disciples’ recognition of 
Jesus here? 

2. What is the imagery displayed with the meal of fish and bread?  
3. How does this meal relate to Jesus’ previous statement: “I am the Bread of 

Life”?  
4. How does this imagery display the importance of community and unity of 

the church today? (Hint: These are some of Christ’s last actions on this 
earth) 

Discussion Ques8ons: 

1. What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2. Place yourself in the shoes of the disciples. How meaningful is this story in 

reminding those who believe why they believe and in whom they believe? 
3. How would this story in relation to the first episode of the disciples fishing 

on the Sea of Galilee help us to show the faithfulness of our Savior? 
4. How can we pray for you? 



 
 
Week 3  
Text: John 21:15-19 
Topic(s): Faithfulness, The Costs of Discipleship 
Core Value(s): Learning, Mission 
Main Idea: The church must be faithful in the care and feeding of its disciples 
Deeper Dive:  

Bible Study Ques8ons: 

1. This passage highlights the pastoral role of Simon Peter in the early 
church. Why do you think Jesus reminded Peter of his role here? 

2. What was the significance of Jesus asking Peter three times if He loved 
Him? Did Peter understand that? 

3. What was Peter’s role in the missional church? 
4. Why did Jesus include the statements in v. 18-19? (Hint: What was the 

cost of Peter’s faith and discipleship?) 

Discussion Ques8ons: 

1. What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2. When we have strayed from our mission to bring the church to the world, 

will we be reinstated by a loving Jesus? 
3. The three commands Jesus gives Peter are: Take care of, feed and follow 

Me. How can we make this a reality in today’s church? 
4. Too often we do one or two of these things at the expense of. The other. 

How can we build a healthy discipleship and ministry that keeps all three 
in focus? 

5. How can we pray for you? 



 
 
Week 4 
Text: Romans 12:1-2 
Topic(s): The Church vs. the World 
Core Value(s): Worship, Fellowship, Mission 
Main Idea: The Church must work in the world without being emmeshed in the world 
Deeper Dive:  

Bible Study Ques8ons: 

1. Who was Paul’s audience in Rome when he wrote this letter? 
2. The word “world” used here is translated from Greek as alon, a reference 

to God’s new age breaking into the present. Does this change your 
understanding of these verses? If so, how? 

3. A conventional way to put Paul’s point is in terms of the comparison of 
God’s gift and God’s demands or between the gospel itself and the faith it 
elicits. What does this mean in our present age? 

4. God’s mercies call for reordered lives and that the entire self be offered as 
worship. How did Paul believe this would show the church the will of God? 

Discussion Ques8ons: 

1. What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2. How can the church have a different mindset from the mindset of the 

world? 
3. What would this look like for Christians? Non-Christians? 
4. Never fear. This is hard stuff! Discuss in your group ways we could show 

our community how we as believers are different and how our lives are 
worthy of emulating regarding our belief in Jesus Christ? 

5. How can we pray for you? 



 

Week 5 

 Text: Romans 12: 3-8  
Topic(s): A Unified Church, A Unified Faith in Jesus Christ 
Core Value(s): Worship, Learning, Mission 
Main Idea: The Church should present unity in faith and mission to the world 
Deeper Dive:  

Bible Study Ques8ons: 

1. What are the marks of a Christian community and the relationships of 
Christians with those beyond the community? 

2. “The sobriety of self-judgment is essential for the proper activity of the 
church as the body of Christ.” Why is this so important? 

3. Why or why not is diversity in gifts important in the missional obligation of 
the church according to Paul? 

4. Is any gift (preaching, prophecy, teaching, etc) any more important than 
another?  

Discussion Ques8ons: 

1. What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2. How can the church be unified and still encourage gifts so that the body of 

Christ is built up and becomes a true community of believers? 
3. What would this look like in our church? 
4. How can we pray for you? 

Quotations from: 



      Gaventa, Dorothy and David Petersen. The New Interpreter’s Bible One-
Volume Commentary. Nashville, Abingdon Press, 2010. 

 

Week 6 
Text: Romans 12: 9-21 
Topic(s): Love in Action 
Core Value(s): Fellowship, Mission 
Main Idea: Personifying Christ’s Love in Our Community 
Deeper Dive:  

Bible Study Ques8ons: 

1. What are the characteristics of the Christian experience according to 
Paul? 

2. How does Paul characterize love’s importance in this list? 
3. What does love look like in the community of faith? 
4. Hostility can destroy the love found in the community of believers as well 

as the world outside. How does Paul say hostility should be dealt with? 

Discussion Ques8ons: 

1. What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2. How can the church put love into action? Be specific. 
3. What would Christ’s love look like in our community, both in the church 

and in Chesapeake? 
4. Christ-like love knows no bounds. How can we follow His example in 

showing our love? 
5. How can we pray for you? 




