
Sermon Notes               May 9, 2021 

“A Hidden Reversal”                                             (Easter Eggs #5)                                                                                        

Isaiah 25: 6- 8  (NIV)  

6 On this mountain the Lord Almighty will   
   prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, 
a banquet of aged wine— 
    the best of meats and the finest of wines. 
7 On this mountain he will destroy 
    the shroud that enfolds all peoples, 
     the sheet that covers all nations; 
8     he will swallow up death forever. 
The Sovereign Lord will wipe away  
    the tears from all faces; 
    he will remove his people’s disgrace 
    from all the earth. 
The Lord has spoken. 

Revelation 21: 1- 7  (NIV) 
1 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with 
them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe 
every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order 
of things has passed away.” 
5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, 
for these words are trustworthy and true.” 
6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I 
will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7 Those who are victorious will inherit 
all this, and I will be their God and they will be my children. 

Reflection on the Word: 

1. Why is God on a mountain? 
2. How will God destroy the shroud that enfolds all people and covers all nations? 
3. Why does there need to be a new heaven and a new earth? 
4. Why does Jesus call himself the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End? Why is this 

significant? 

Family Time or Small Group (Better Together) Discussion: 



1. Where is God- Mountain? Heaven? Someplace closer? 
2. What would it be like to have God wipe a tear away from your check? What tear would this be? 
3. What do you see yourself doing in heaven- or – what will you be doing?  
4. Can you do any of the answers to question 3 here on earth?  
5. How can I pray for you? 

The Sermon:  

   Sometimes … there are sermons that challenge you after you read them or hear them. You have a 
challenging takeaway. Maybe even some homework to do. You might even be convicted and dare I say 
repent, make amends, turn the other check, walk an extra mile, or at least sit up straight, brush your 
teeth, and comb your hair. 

   These were the instructions often given to me by my mom. And not just said to me. She would say 
them to my friends too. I was often horrified. Come on, Mom! Not in front of the boys!!! We would all be 
stretched out over the sofa. Legs going in one direction; dangling over the armrest. All of my mom’s 
pillows tossed to the side or squeezed into some god-awful shape. There we would be carrying on and 
watching TV when my Mom would come around the corner. 

   “Hi boys. Steve, you need to sit up straight now; you’re going to wrinkle that good shirt. Gus, is that 
you? Have you been brushing your teeth? Russel you either need to comb your hair or get a haircut 
soon. Now behave yourselves.” 

   I would just stare in utter disbelief. Shock. What did she just do? It’s got to be a dream … a nightmare. 
It’s not cool mom! Yet out of the corner of my vision, Steve would be sitting up and wiping his shirt 
down. Gus would be putting his hand in front of his mouth and blowing … and then asking for gum. 
Russ would get a haircut the next day.  

   And this happened time and time again … all through high school. I would beg my friends to go over 
their houses instead of staying at mine. “No, let’s go to yours and see if your mom yells at us again,” 
they would say. “She’s like everywhere.”  

   On the day of our high school graduation, I witnessed my three best friends sitting up straight during 
one of the longest graduation ceremonies ever with teeth brushed and combed hair. And they all pointed 
to my mom … up in the stands. “Dude, she’s like God and sees everything.” 

   That’s the challenge before us … before the sermon … a challenge not that my mom was somehow 
like God and sees everything … and if here today … who knows she might call some of you out for not 
sitting up straight, brushing your teeth, or combing your hair … no … the challenge before us … before 
this sermon is that God sees everything.  

   God has a plan. God is all knowing. God is always present … and again, God sees everything. And 
with this information … with these concepts … don’t we often place God up here? Put God just out of 
our reach?  



   Go ahead and reach high this morning. High like you are having to climb a mountain that in order to 
get to the top you have to pull yourself up. Keep reaching because you need to get to the top. For if you 
are going to meet God … to see the God who sees everything … you must climb your way to the top. 
But here is my challenge … what if God comes down … and comes down to you. 
   Oh, I know it is a foreign concept because religion tells you, instructs you, guilts you into climbing 
and climbing and climbing and climbing … and endless pursuit of God. And you will not truly find God 
until you make it up the mountain … so says religion. But what if God comes to you? Pursues you? 

   On that graduation day, my friends pointed toward my mom, she waved and started coming down. All 
I could think of at the time was “dear God, no! Don’t come down. I know what you are going to say. Sit 
up straight, brush your teeth, comb your hair.”   

   She came down. Came up to my friends. I closed my eyes and silently prayed for a miracle. She had 
tears in her eyes. She kissed my friends and told them how proud she was of them all. She told them that 
even though they were going away to college, she was just a phone call away. She made them promise 
that they would visit at break. And then I couldn’t believe my ears. My friends, in response to her 
coming out of the stands, “Hey Mrs. C, why don’t you come to college with us and be our house mom!” 

   Thankfully we were all going to different schools! But you know something … they all came back at 
break and visited her. When I left for graduate school, some of these friends visited my mom every other 
week because they were in the neighborhood.  

   One of the greatest challenges Jesus offered and showed to the disciples was that God came down and 
was with them. This prophesied by the prophets many years before Christ. God would be with them. The 
holy mountain of God that they looked to and thought was veiled to separate God and God’s people, 
well, these prophets said a time would come when God would be near. 

   Near enough to wipe the tears off one’s cheek. Near enough to stand up for them in the presence of 
enemies and shout “NO MORE! THESE ARE MY PEOPLE AND I LOVE THEM. I WILL MAKE 
ALL THINGS NEW.” Near enough to invite them to dinner and dine with them at table. 

   And somehow, there is not near enough of us who believe this to be true! Still preferring to keep God 
… and his son Jesus on a far mountain. Still living as if the resurrected Christ wants or needs us to be 
constantly reaching upward when what is really needed is a reach that is within reach … the hand next 
to you. The soul who can’t sit up straight, brush their teeth, or comb their hair … or even the son who 
used to shake his head and hide his head in embarrassment because he failed, in his early years, to see 
the gift of relationship starring right at him and his friends. 

   This is what the resurrection of Jesus revealed. A reversal of thought that the old ways where God is 
distant from us is how we are to live. NO, my friends … Jesus is making all things new … including the 
ways we view death, mourning, and pain. These things will be no more for God is coming down again 
and will be with us forever and ever!  

   Sometimes … there are sermons that challenge you before you hear them. Sometimes … there are 
sermons that challenge you after. And sometimes, there are those rare sermons that challenge you before 
and after. May this be one of those sermons … an Alpha and Omega … a Beginning and an End … a 
sermon that leads us to Christ and to know that Christ is at our side so that we might inherit the victory 
he gave that we might see God and be forever known as God’s children.” Amen.  



    
Thought for the Week Ahead: 

 
“Faith does more than hold our hand in the darkness;  

it leads us into the light.” 
― Percy C. Ainsworth
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