
 



What is a Creed? 
A creed is simply a set of beliefs or aims which guide someone's actions, it is our values. Values 
are those things, concepts and ideas we consider to be good, important, and valuable in making 
our lives better. The term “creed” comes from the Latin word credo, and means: “I believe.” 
The most famous creeds were forged by the early church. There are multiple levels of creeds 
such as individual, group, organizational, cultural, or national that guide our actions on a daily 
basis.  

Why do we have a creed at Bethlehem? 
Bethlehem’s creed serves as a statement of faith or shared beliefs we must have as a body of 
believers to ensure we accord ourselves in a manner that glorifies our God! Our creed provides 
a very positive affirmation of what we, as Christians, hold in common. Our creed is based on 
Holy Scripture and is rooted in Biblical principles and are designed to help you as a believer live 
out your faith as a disciple of Jesus Christ.  

What is our creed? 
Here is our creed:  
 
1. We lead with LOVE.  

As the boxer will lead with a punch, we believe it’s essential to lead with LOVE in every area 
that God allows us to minister. We are not to operate on our own. We are not vigilantes; we 
are servants that operate with the precision of our master. God is Love. (I John 4:8) Whatever 
we do in life, as a church, we start with the love of God in all things  (Mark 12:30). if we love 
God with all our heart, soul, and mind, it will be very natural to love others the same way. 

 
2. We dream BIG.  
Our dreams turn into visions and we believe that God is in the business of moving mountains 
and we ask with mountain moving faith every day for God to do BIG things through 
us. (Ephesians 3:20)  We serve a big God, so we dream Big. 

 
3. We go HARD in the paint.  
How many of you are following the NBA?  When you play basketball, one of the keys to winning 
is being aggressive in the “paint” or the key. Hard work and tenacity always precede the 
winning team. When it comes to the gospel and matters of our church, we are hard workers 
and aggressive with what God has entrusted us. We are not afraid to take a chance and make a 
move. But we stay in area where He has placed us, and we live that out to the fullest! High 
percentage shots for a Christian are doing our best in the area that God has called us to and 
equip us for. (Ecclesiastes 9:10) Maximum effort. 

 
4. We keep our COOL.  
Contention and tempers come from pride. We work hard to stay level headed with each other 
and never lose our cool. (Proverbs 16:32) We love each other and that is the bottom line. If 
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necessary, we will take a walk and then schedule a time to talk. Pastor prefers over coffee. 
There is power in maintaining your cool! 

 
5. We KNOW our enemy.  
The Father of all Lies. The Devil. Satan. The Evil One that would take all from us if given the 
chance. We are not each other's enemy. We wrestle not against flesh and blood. (Ephesians 
6:12). 
 
In the Bible, the devil known as: 

• The accuser of the brethren 

• An enemy 

• The evil one 

• The Father of lies 

• The ruler of this world 

• The prince of the power of the air 

• The tempter 

• A roaring lion 
The devil is a creation of and not a deity so he is limited in his actions with the Bible says the 
following: 

• His power to harm was limited 

• He was under the power of Jesus 

• He was given the authority over this world, he did not take it 

• When resisted, he flees 

• When he is cast into hell, he will be powerless to resist 
 

Resources on the creed topics 
Agape - Love by Bible Project 

The word “love” is one of the sloppiest words in our language, as it primarily refers to a feeling 

that happens to a person. In the New Testament, “love” or "Agape" refers to a way of treating 

people that was defined by Jesus himself. 

Why should we be slow to anger? by Got Questions 

Understanding why we should be slow to anger is one of the most valuable lessons we can 

learn in the Christian life. 

The Satan and Demons by The Bible Project 

The storyline of the Bible presents a populated spiritual world, full of creatures who are in 

rebellion against their Creator, just like humans. For lots of fascinating reasons, our modern 

conceptions of the Satan and demons are based on serious misunderstandings of the Bible.  
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