
 



What is the Bible 

The Bible is the Word of God. God has revealed Himself, in this day, through His Word, the 

Bible.  It was penned by men and authored by God. It is pure, eternal, true, powerful, and 

perfect. The Word of God is the sole source of divine truth. (Psalms 19:7-10; 2 Peter 1:21; 2 

Timothy 3:15-17).  

The Bible is a collection of books written by 40 different authors over a period of 2000 years. 

The Bible contains 66 books and is divided up into the Old and New Testament; with different 

genres such as history, songs, letters, biographies, legal documents, parables, and poetry.  

The Bible is a narrative of God and man’s relationship. How man ruined the relationship, and 

the steps God put in place to restore that relationship (Jesus). We see themes of covenants, 

relationships, and hope; with all aspects pointing to Jesus and redemption. The Bible has the 

supernatural, mystery, intrigue, passion, war, miracles, death, and resurrected life and much 

more.  

Click here for a quick explanation on the Bible from the Bible Project.  

Why is it so Important to Read My Bible? 

Knowing God. The preacher preaches from the Bible on Sunday. My connect group leader 

teaches from the Bible on Wednesdays. I listen to the Bible Project every day, why is it so 

important to read the Bible myself? It is important to understand that knowing about God and 

knowing God are two different things. The preaching and teaching points us to knowledge 

about God. It is through our own personal time in the Word that we begin to really know God. 

The Bible is the foundational truth. It teaches the history of the universe, the origin of sin, the 

reason for death, morality, and so on. Apart from God’s Word, mankind would never learn the 

all-important message of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Knowing the Will of God. Reading the Bible helps us to know God’s will. The most important 

element of the Bible is salvation. Following that, how God would have us live. Through the 

recorded examples of biblical figures, we can learn what pleases God and what does not. His 

Word also gives direct instruction to believers on how we should act in every circumstance.  

The Word teaches us, rebukes us, corrects us, and instructs us in righteousness for His 

namesake. The Bible also prepares us to be equipped for every good work. By reading the Bible 

on a consistent basis, you can find direction for your life. As well as learn how to best serve the 

Lord who gave His life for you. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFwNZNyDu9k&feature=youtu.be


Which Version of the Bible Should I Use to Study? 

It depends on what you want to accomplish in your study.  Not all versions are produced using 

the same translation method. Instead of looking at individual versions, lets categorize them into 

types of translations. We can use this to help us determine which Bible to reference: 

1. Formal Equivalent – These versions are normally written at a 11-12th grade reading level. 

This is where the translators attempted to take each word from the Greek/Hebrew (Aramaic) 

and translate it to English preserving the exact word order. Benefits can include more precise 

word studies and lends itself to more expository studies. Examples include: 

• King James Version (KJV) 

• New King James Version (NKJV) 

• English Standard Version (ESV) 

• New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

• Amplified Bible (AMP) 

• Revised Standard Version (RSV) 

2. Dynamic Equivalent –This is where the translators took whole phrases and tried to capture 

the general idea of what the phrase was saying. Then disregarding the original word order and 

then translated it into English. They are typically written at a 7-8th grade reading level making it 

very easier to understand. This also can lead to some of the original meaning being watered 

down in an attempt to make it more readable. Examples include:  

• Christian Standard Bible (CSB) This is a cross between Dynamic and Formal. 

• New International Version (NIV) 

• New Living Translation (NLT) 

• New American Bible (NAB) 

• Today’s New International Version (TNIV) 

3. Paraphrase – The editors took whole chunks of the Bible. They did not even attempt to 

translate it literally, but rather they put it in very modern words that people can understand. It 

is the easiest Bible to read, aimed to be read at a 4-5th grade reading level. A paraphrase 

disregards the meaning of individual biblical words. They take liberties in adding more words in 

an attempt to make it more readable. Which then makes it subject to the interpretation of the 

translators. Examples include: 

• New International Reader’s Version (NIRV) 

• The Message  

• Good News Translation (GNT) 



Which version/translation you select would depend on how you intend to approach studying.  

Do you want to know the precise words and full detail?  Do you want to understand the major 

thoughts with something that contains less complicated language?  

One piece of advice is to find one that you enjoy reading the most. The one you feel that God 

speaks clearest to you. Before you buy a Bible, go to Bible.com and check out the different 

versions to see which one you prefer. Many of these versions offer a study Bible version. Check 

it out and ask questions if you have them.  

Bible Study Methods 

There are dozens and dozens of methods on how to study the Bible. No one way is right, you 

may find that one is best suited for your learning style. You may need to try different methods 

depending on the goal of your Bible study. We are going to give you a few here, give them a try: 

1. Inductive Method: The inductive method is an investigative way of studying Scripture that 

can be used by both new and seasoned Christians alike. It’s a powerful tool for those who 

want to learn how to study scripture well. Click here for a lesson on Inductive Bible Study 

2. Topical (Deductive) Method: The topical method of bible study is where you start with a 

topic, then search those scriptures that fit with or explain the topic. The use of the word 

study and character study methods of Bible Study will be needed to assist with finding 

verses that would fit the topic. Click here for a video on Topical Bible Study.  

3. Book Survey Method: Survey an entire book of the Bible, by reading it through several times 

to get a general overview of its contents. Study the background of the book, make notes on 

its contents—the history, geography, culture, science, people, events, and topics covered. 

Outline and chart the key events and themes. Use Bible reference books to increase your 

understanding of the Word. Click here for a video on Book Survey Method 

4. The Verse-by-Verse Analysis Method: This is also known as the expositional method. Select 

one passage of Scripture and examine it in detail. Write out a personal paraphrase, list some 

questions, observations, find cross-references and record any insights. Write down a brief 

personal application for each verse. One way to accomplish this is through the SOAP 

method. Click here for a video on the SOAP method. Click here for a video on verse mapping 

Tips for Studying Your Bible 

Now that we have identified the version we want and the method we are going to use, how do 

we start?  We should approach studying the Bible with purpose, with intention and with desire. 

To accomplish these, here are a few tips that may help you with effective studying. 

https://www.bible.com/
https://www.logos.com/how-to/inductive-bible-study
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JXMFvIWo5ZQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b8SGxC2SKQE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zj_70Ops80
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fwc1-9SCvc4


1. Start with prayer. Prayer helps you set aside the distractions for the day and start being 

present in your moment with the Lord. It also allows you to put aside your pre-conceived 

ideas and things that you think you already know. 

2. Develop a habit of consistency. Establish a time for study. If we are to study the Bible 

effectively, we must give it its own time of day. Morning, evening? Select a time you are 

more likely to adhere to. Establish a place to study. Attempt to eliminate distractions or 

temptations from your environment (Sports on TV is mine). People study and learn 

differently so ensure you select a place that allows you to concentrate. 

3. Have a plan. Once you have determined which method you are going to use, ensure you 

have all your resources accessible.  Some studies are more resource intensive than others. 

4. Find a mentor/friend to help you. One great resource within the church is a friend/mentor 

who can help you with Bible study. This form of discipleship is rooted in scripture and is an 

excellent way to pass knowledge and creates accountability. 

5. Use resources at your disposal. With so much technology at our disposal, we have an 

opportunity to use an extensive number of resources to help us study the Bible. The most 

common tools include, but are not limited to: 

• Concordances - an alphabetical listing of all the words in the Bible and of all the 

verses in which they appear. 

• Dictionaries – English, Greek, and Hebrew  

• Geographical and Cultural References 

• Bible Doctrine Books 

• Commentaries - Bible commentaries aid in the study of Scripture by providing 

explanation and interpretation of Biblical text. 

• Journal 

• Pens 

• Highlighters 

• Coffee, ha-ha 

Helpful Materials on Studying Your Bible 

Video resources on the Bible/Scripture 
How to Read the Bible by Tim Mackie 

This series explores the origins, content, and purpose of the Bible. Here you'll be introduced to 

some of the basic skills necessary for reading the Bible effectively. 

Read Scripture Series by Tim Mackie 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/240001
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/181310


We want to help you to read through the Bible without getting lost or giving up. This series has 

a video for every book of the Bible that outlines its literary design and main ideas, showing you 

how it fits into the entire biblical story. 

WHICH BIBLE TRANSLATION SHOULD I READ? | BIBLE TRANSLATION REVIEW by Allen Parr 

The original Bible was written in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek [which is why most theological 

schools teach Greek and Hebrew] meaning men had to interpret what they believed the text 

was saying. The problem is that there are close to 5 million words in the Biblical Greek language 

and only 1 million English words. This makes it very difficult to always find an exact English 

word or phrase that reflects the true meaning of the biblical text.  

The ENTIRE Bible Explained in Three Minutes! By Allen Parr 

Here is the entire Bible explained in three minutes! In this video I give you twelve key words along with 

key scriptures to help you understand the story of the entire bible from Genesis to Revelation. 

Books/Pamphlets/Articles on the Bible 

 
How to Study the Bible by Robert M. West. 

Short book that provides information on the types, tools, and techniques of personal Bible 

study. Available for purchase on Amazon for $2.50. 

How to Successfully Read the Bible for the First Time by Ross Haselhorst 

Short 3-page article that covers the structure of the Bible, 6 concepts for reading the Bible, and 

a suggested reading plan. 

 

Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine by Wayne Grudem 

The Christian church has a long tradition of systematic theology. That is studying biblical 
teaching on centrally important doctrines such as the Word of God, redemption, and Jesus 
Christ. Wayne Grudem's bestselling Systematic Theology has a strong emphasis on the 
scriptural basis for each doctrine. 

Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words by W.E. Vine 

The most affordable complete edition of Vine's famous Old and New Testament dictionaries 
available. This super value edition of a classic study resource helps those with limited or no 
background in Hebrew or Greek to study the meaning of biblical words in the original 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7JzLFcQx5g4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oVNwteOPJP0
https://www.amazon.com/How-Study-Bible-Robert-West/dp/159789706X/ref=sr_1_4?crid=2SP3CHFLICRZG&dchild=1&keywords=how+to+study+the+bible&qid=1596771506&sprefix=how+to+study+%2Caps%2C155&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Systematic-Theology-Introduction-Biblical-Doctrine/dp/0310286700
https://www.amazon.com/Vines-Complete-Expository-Dictionary-Testament/dp/078526020X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=20RC61S0OUA19&dchild=1&keywords=vines+expository+dictionary+of+old+and+new+testament+words&qid=1596672753&s=books&sprefix=vines+%2Cstripbooks%2C157&sr=1-1


languages. A great resource for students, pastors, and anyone who enjoys biblical word studies. 
Serves as a dictionary, commentary, and concordance. 

Other Online Tools 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/. The online library includes: The Matthew Henry 

Commentary, concordances like Strong's Exhaustive Concordance and Naves Topical 

Concordance. Bible dictionaries, Biblical encyclopedias, historical Christian and church books 

including Fox's Book of Martyrs. They also have a library of resources including Bible reading 

plans, Parallel Bible, and many additional Christian resources including dictionaries and 

encyclopedias. 

https://bibleatlas.org/.  An online atlas that contains the location of known references in the 

Bible. 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/. Blue Letter Bible is a free, searchable online Bible program 

providing access to many different Bible translations including: KJV, NKJV, NLT, ESV, NASB and 

many others. In addition, in-depth study tools are provided on the site with access to 

commentaries, encyclopedias, dictionaries, and other theological resources. 

https://www.olivetree.com/. They aim to offer God's Word in numerous translations and 

languages, including Spanish, Portuguese, Chinese, French, and more! To encourage a deeper 

understanding of the Bible, we also offer thousands of Bible study resources, such as 

commentaries, dictionaries, devotionals, and eBooks. 

https://bible.org/. Free access on the internet to over 20,000 articles. Which represent the 

finest, most trustworthy biblical truths and materials from Pastors and Scholars around the 

world. 

https://www.gotquestions.org/.  Got Questions Ministries seeks to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ 

by providing biblical, applicable, and timely answers to spiritually related questions through an 

internet presence. This site is useful for searching specific questions you may have about a 

topic.  Available on internet and as a phone app. 

https://www.bible.is. Ministry to provide people with text, audio, and video readings of the 

Bible. This site has dozens of translations and features such as dramatic reading to enhance 

your enjoyment of Bible reading.  Available on internet and as a phone app. 

https://nakedbiblepodcast.com Biblical theology, stripped bare of denominational confessions 

and theological systems by exposing context. Available on internet and as on podcast feature 

for most phones. 

https://www.youversion.com/ YouVersion creates biblically centered, culturally relevant 

experiences that encourage and challenge people to seek God throughout each day. It’s 

through these experiences we create opportunities fit for anyone’s daily routine, ultimately 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/
https://bibleatlas.org/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.olivetree.com/
https://bible.org/
https://www.gotquestions.org/
https://www.bible.is/
https://nakedbiblepodcast.com/
https://www.youversion.com/


helping them form a spiritually-rich rhythm of seeking God intimately. Available on internet and 

as a phone app. 

https://www.logos.com/ Logos empowers anybody with a hunger for God to find and share life-
changing biblical truth. 

• You get a digital library of trusted titles—at a fraction of the print price. 
• You save time with study tools that look stuff up for you. 
• You don’t have to be a scholar to use it—even though scholars love it! 

Available on internet and as a phone app. 

https://spokengospel.com/  Speaking the Gospel out of every book of the Bible. Contains Bible 

book introductions, devotions, and podcasts. 

Available on internet only 

https://www.logos.com/
https://spokengospel.com/

