
 
 
 
March 7, 2022 
 
Honorable Gavin Newsom 
Governor, State of California 
1021 O Street, Suite 9000 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Honorable Toni Atkins 
President pro Tempore 
California State Senate 
1021 O Street, Suite 8518 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Honorable Anthony Rendon 
Speaker, California State Assembly 
1021 O Street, Suite 8330 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 
Dear Governor Newsom, Senate President pro Tempore Atkins, and Assembly Speaker Rendon: 
 
On behalf of CalDesal, the statewide desalination and salinity management industry association, thank you for 
your leadership in advancing substantial funding through the 2021-22 State Budget to address climate resilience 
and the impacts of climate change on California’s water supply system.  The investments you approved in the 
2021-22 budget process are important to addressing near-term drought relief and response, improving 
groundwater management, addressing drinking water quality challenges within disadvantaged communities, and 
supporting water use efficiency in urban and agricultural sectors.  As you begin evaluation, discussion, and 
shaping of the 2022-23 State Budget package, CalDesal encourages your consideration and support for 
substantial investments in statewide ocean and brackish water desalination and salinity management to 
help insulate communities and the economy from the effects of future drought conditions. 
 
CalDesal is a statewide association comprised of nearly 60 organizations, representing public and private sector 
entities as well as non-profit organizations, integrating the use of desalination to ensure a sustainable water 
future for communities throughout California.  CalDesal is dedicated to helping California advance improved 
statewide water resilience which has been impacted by a changing climate, water supply challenges, and 
continued population growth. 
 
Over recent years, California’s hydrologic conditions have been notable in terms of both the lack of 
precipitation and high temperatures.  In particular, 2021 was the third driest year on record in terms of 
precipitation, and had the second lowest measured annual runoff.  Additionally, average summer temperatures 
in California were the hottest on record in 2021.  These factors, combined with the preceding dry and warm 
year, led to very severe drought conditions in the summer and fall of 2021.   
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Very clearly, climate change is reducing the reliability of California’s precipitation and snowpack.  As a result, 
the state is entering a new era of water management, and the state’s water managers must change the way they 
plan for a water resilient future that is very different from the past.  Appropriately, implementation of focused 
water conservation and water use efficiency programs has been the priority for water managers.  Now, those 
ongoing water use efficiency efforts must be increasingly coupled with the development of alternative water 
supplies, such as ocean and brackish water desalination.  Investments in additional local water supply 
development, including ocean and brackish water desalination, will help advance the “All of the Above” 
approach to water resiliency outlined in the Governor’s Water Resilience Portfolio by providing necessary tools 
and mechanisms for water managers to protect their communities and economies from future drought.  With 
that approach in mind, CalDesal proposes the following investment framework: 
 

Investments to Advance a Sustainable Water Future - $1 Billion 
Investments in ocean and brackish water desalination projects, including necessary conveyance systems 
– allocated through DWR 

  
Investments to Ensure a Reliable Workforce in the Water and Energy Sectors - $100 Million 
Workforce development (emphasis on ensuring development of professional workforce and use of 
skilled workforce to operate sophisticated and complex desalination and advanced water treatment 
systems) 

 
Investments to Accelerate Progress on Clean Energy Goals - $250 Million 
Funding to expeditiously advance clean energy generation, transmission, and storage or technologies – 
including the use and application of green hydrogen, lithium extraction, and geothermal resources – that 
aid in the reliable delivery of renewable or clean energy 

Preference to projects that, among other priorities, help reduce the overall energy use/carbon 
footprint and costs of producing water at desalination and advanced water treatment facilities 

 
Substantial investment is necessary to maximize and expedite development of new local and regional water 
supply projects.  These investments will help advance critical water infrastructure projects without exacerbating 
water affordability impacts on Californians.  Despite the investments within the 2021-22 budget package, there 
remains a substantial unmet investment needed to prepare for future droughts in out-years.  We strongly 
encourage consideration of major investments in ocean and brackish water desalination projects to advance 
water reliability, resiliency, and sustainability objectives. 
 
A substantial State investment in water resilience initiatives such as ocean and brackish water 
desalination and salinity management projects would provide regional water leaders the opportunity to 
develop water supply reliability, sustainability, and resiliency through projects that make sense within 
their communities and regions. 
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Please don’t hesitate to contact me at glennf@caldesal.org or at (916) 216-1747, or Steve Cruz with Cruz 
Strategies at steve@cruzstrategies.com or (916) 307-7741, if you have any questions regarding CalDesal’s 
request for additional water infrastructure investment. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
GLENN A. FARREL 
Executive Director, CalDesal 
 
cc: Members, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee 
 Members, Assembly Budget Committee 
 Kip Lipper, Office of Senate President pro Tempore Toni Atkins 
 Alf Brandt, Office of Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon 
 Joanne Roy, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Subcommittee No. 2 
 Emilye Reeb, Senate Republican Caucus 
 Shy Forbes, Assembly Budget Subcommittee No. 3 
 Kirstin Kolpitcke, Assembly Republican Caucus 
 Dennis O’Connor, Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee 
 Todd Moffitt, Senate Republican Caucus 
 Pablo Garza, Assembly Water, Parks, and Wildlife Committee 
 Calvin Rusch, Assembly Republican Caucus 
 Angela Pontes, Office of the Governor 
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