
MINUTES OF HE REGULAR MEETING OF TURTLE RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2021 7:00 VIA ZOON

Board members present:  Sam Christenson, Marie Kistler, Bryan Campbell, Kevin Williamson, Donna 
Zelinsky, Tanya Hanson

Citizens present:  Jan Johnson, David Kloha, Larry Krantz, Rita Chamblin, Ann Nistler, Rodney Jurkovski, 
Mike Steele, Scott Erickson

Chairman Marie Kistler called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm.

Marie Kistler received  a thank you card from Luella Lindseth  in regard to her service award.  She will 
post it at the town hall.  

Citizen Input:  

Mike Steele attended the meeting to bring to the Board’s attention issues with speeding and his concern
for safety to the residents on Big Lake Road.  Repeated calls to the Sheriff’s Department have not 
resolved the problem.  It was suggested Mr. Steele should draft a letter describing the road, kids who 
are in danger, speed limits and other details of the situation and drop it off at the town hall.  Kevin 
Williamson will contact Bruce Harsbargen to discuss the issue and attempt to get the speed limit 
dropped to 35.  Mr. Steele will also contact County Commissioner Craig Gaasvig to discuss the matter.  

Rita Chamblin discussed possible implications of tax court decisions on the county and townships as they
relate to Enbridge and Line 3.  If Line 3 is completed the revenues would go to the new Line 3 locations.

Consent Agenda:

Sam Christenson made a motion, seconded by Bryan Campbell to approve the following:

Treasurers Report:  For March 2021 Receipts totaled  $113.49 and disbursements were  $10,623.41.
The township bank statement balance totaled  $503,217.31.  Bills and Claims for the month of  10419 to 
10437 were  presented for approval and payment in the amount of $10,623.41

Town Board: 

1.   March Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes
2.   March Treasurers Report
3.   Minutes from the March 18. 2021 Zoning and Special Meeting (Kevin Williamson name to be

added to attendance names)
4.   Minutes from the April 1, 2021 Zoning and Special Meeting  (Kevin Williamson name to be 

added to attendance names)



5.  Conflict of Interest Resolution
A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Sam Christenson – Yes, Bryan Campbell – Yes,
Kevin Williamson – Yes, Marie Kistler – Yes.  Motion carried.  

Items for Individual Discussion/Action:

I.  Zoning – Ordinance Update.  
A Zoning meeting has been scheduled for April 20th, 1:00 pm,  to discuss the position of
Zoning Administrator.  The Zoning road tour will take place at 9 am on April 22nd.  A Zoning
meeting is also scheduled for 9:00 am on April 27th to further discuss the zoning ordinance.

     Zoning  -- Dwayne Erickson.
Sam Christenson made a motion, seconded by Bryan Campbell  to appoint Dwayne Erickson 
to fill the one year term on the Zoning Board vacated by Luella Lindseth.   Roll Call:  Sam
Christenson – Yes, Bryan Campbell – Yes, Kevin Williamson – Yes, Marie Kistler – Yes.  Carried. 

     Zoning – Jan Johnson.
Bryan Campbell made a motion, seconded by Kevin Williamson to reappoint Jan Johnson to fill
a three year term on the Zoning Board.  Roll Call:  Sam Christenson – Yes, Bryan Campbell – Yes,
Kevin Williamson – Yes, Marie Kistler – Yes.  Carried.  

II.  Administrative Items:

A.  Adopt a Regular Meeting Schedule.  Kevin Williamson made a motion, seconded by Sam
      Christenson to make no changes to the meeting schedules.  Roll Call:  Sam Christenson – 
      Yes, Bryan Campbell – Yes; Kevin Williamson – Yes, Marie Kistler – Yes.  Carried. 

B.  Review Compensation Schedule.  The compensation schedule was updated in 2020.  Sam
     Christiansen made a motion, seconded by Kevin Williamson to make no changes to the
     compensation schedule.  Roll Call:  Sam Christenson – Yes, Bryan Campbell -  Yes, Kevin
     Williamson – Yes, Marie Kistler – Yes.  Carried.

C.  Re-organize Town Board.  Sam Christenson made a motion to keep  officers in their current
     roles with current duties and that Kevin Williamson will be the contact person for animal
     control,  seconded by Bryan Campbell.  Roll call:  Sam Christenson – Yes,  Bryan Campbell – 
        Yes, Kevin Williamson – Yes, Marie Kistler – Yes.  Carried.

D.  CTAS – Approve Mark Alveras to fix.  Donna Zelinsky has been working with CTAS reports and
       they are not where they should be, ie, things are not in the right categories, etc.  With
      approval from the Board Mr. Alveras will fix the issue.  Donna will ask if there is a charge.
      A motion was made by Bryan Campbell and seconded by Kevin Williamson to enlist the aid
      of Mr. Alveras to correct the problem.  Roll call:  Sam Christenson – Yes, Bryan Campbell – 
       Yes, Kevin Williamson – Yes, Marie Kistler – Yes.  Carried.



E.  Followup

1.  Town Hall Sign on Facebook.  The sign choices will be on Facebook and citizens can
      vote on their favorite choice.

2.  Security cameras.  Five cameras have ben purchased and are ready to be put in place.
      Craig Forte and Bryan Campbell will work on this next week.  Locations TBD.

3.  Cemetery Quotes.  A quote was received from Parker Haman for fencing and tree
      removal for the cemetery in the amount of $3100.  A second quote was received
      Kelly Skyme for $1700.  Mr. Skyme does most of the cemetery digging at Southarm
      Cemetery.  Sam  Christenson made a motion to accept the quote from Kelly Skyme,
      seconded by Kevin Williamson.  Roll Call:  Sam Christenson – Yes, Bryan Campbell - 
      Yes, Kevin Williamson – Yes, Marie Kistler – Yes.  Carried.   Mr. Skyme will also be
      asked to pull down the backstop for an additional fee.  

4.  Gravel Pit CUP.  The Beltrami County Board would be willing to consider a Memo of
      Understanding but had no interest in a Conditional Use Permit at the gravel pit.  
       Sam Christenson explained that the township has three options:  (1) Do nothing
       and allow the County to operate on a non-conforming manner; (2) Accept a Memo
       of Understanding where there would be regulations set but the County would not
       have to abide by them, and (3) the Township would continue to pursue a CUP
       wherein the regulations for the new Beltrami County  pit would be the same as 

       other CUP’s for Marks Sand and Gravel and Lakes gravel pits in the 
township.   The        attorney for the township feels the township would be in a 
favorable  position to        win a civil suit in district court.  Discussion followed with 
several Board members        and citizens in favor of continuing to pursue a CUP 
from Beltrami County.  Bryan        Campbell made a motion to continue to pursue  a 
CUP for the gravel pit from        Beltrami County,  seconded by Sam Christenson.  
Roll Call:  Sam Christenson – Yes,        Bryan Campbell – Yes, Kevin Williamson – 
Yes, Marie Kistler – Yes.  Carried.  Sam        Christenson indicated  that the “Findings of 
Fact”  from the attorney needs to be        signed and dated by Tanya Hanson and 
Marie Kistler.  

III.  Roads

A.  Road Tour Dates.  The road tour by the Board of Supervisors will be on May 18th, 2021
      meeting at the town hall at 4 o’clock.  Following the road tour the group will meet back
      at the town hall to discuss what they saw and wrap up loose ends.  

IV.  Town Hall

A.   Shop Vac.  Bryan Campbell bought a shop to use at the town hall to clean up the dead flies.
       Discussion followed regarding getting a quote(s) from exterminators to control the flies



       and to ask what would be an effective method to stop them from coming into the town hall.
       Kevin Williamson will speak with Ecolab.  Further discussion will be had at the May Board of
       Supervisors meeting.  

B.  Refrigerator.  Marie Kistler will speak with Craig Forte about replacing the refrigerator
     for the town hall that has stopped running.  Kevin Williamson made a motion to purchase a 
     new refrigerator, seconded by Sam Christenson.  Roll Call:  Sam Christenson – Yes, Bryan
     Campbell – Yes, Kevin Williamson – Yes, Marie Kistler – Yes.  Carried.  

V.  Miscellaneous.

Tanya Hanson indicated she had placed an ad for ditch mowing.

Sam Christenson indicated the wildlife trapper has taken two beaver and a number of muskrats
from the ponds alongside of Lamon Road.  Also there are three washout spots on the north side
of the road at the ponds that will need to be addressed this year.  

Scott Erickson is nearing completion of the new township website.  Scott asks that everyone 
review the website to make sure information is correct or changes you would like to see have
been made.    Scott will work with Tanya, Donna and Jan and give them training.  

VI.  Upcoming Meetings and Other Dates:

May 6, 2021     Planning and Zoning Meeting -  7:00 pm
May 8, 2021 Adopt a Highway Cleanup – 9:30 at the town hall
May 13, 2021 Board of Supervisors Meeting – 7:00 pm

Meeting adjourned by Marie Kistler at 8:20 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Marie Kistler, Chair Jan Johnson,  Deputy Clerk


